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Preface

To really know English one has to master,
along with grammar and words, a reasonably
large vocabulary of recurrent collocations, id-
ioms, and metaphorical expressions that reflect
the environment, history, and culture of the na-
tive speakers and form an essential part of their
common language, adding color, dimension and
vibrancy to the way they speak and write. Fa-
miliarity with idioms and colloquial metaphors
and ability to use them appropriately in context
are distinguishing markers of a native-like com-
mand of English.

Learning a language is challenging enough
while learning set expressions (a language-
within-a-language) becomes really frustrating at
times, not the least owing to the existence in En-
glish of a very vast number of what we call
phraseological “false friends and enemies”— id-
iomatic and non-idiomatic expressions that, de-
spite their outward similarity or contrast, have
unrelated meanings. Their confusion triggered
by false analogy may result in misunderstanding
and miscommunication so knowing or not
knowing the difference between phraseological
“false friends” can mean the difference between
understanding or not understanding English.

This dictionary has been specifically de-
signed to “diffuse” potentially confusable expres-
sions. The dictionary pairs more than 10,000 id-
ioms and collocations characterized by similarity
or contrast in their wording or metaphorical idea
that do not show corresponding similarity or
contrast in their meanings. Also included are

cases when phraseological units form a semantic
mismatch with consonant compound words.
This contrastive format enables the language
learner to see all potentially confusable units to-
gether and so avoid confusing the phrase.

Most dictionary entries are made up of
phrases that are in active current use so infor-
mation about the difference in their meanings
and usage is especially essential. Some entries
may contain phrases pertaining to professional
jargon, slang, expressions that are dated or char-
acteristic of one the principal regional varieties
of English. These, though less relevant in terms
of their confusion, demonstrate interesting cases
of coincidence in imagery through time and
space while their contribution to the dictionary
allows it to be also used as a regular explanatory
dictionary providing definitions to individual
idioms, clichés and set expressions.

There are numerous dictionaries of usage
covering the difference in the meaning, spelling
and pronunciation of /exical “false friends”— ho-
mographs, homophones and semantically unre-
lated words characterized by outward similarity.
This comprehensive dictionary, however, repre-
senting as it does an important cross-section of
the language, is unique in that it is the first at-
tempt ever to provide a complete lexicographic
inventory of phraseological pseudo-synonyms
and -antonyms, both idiomatic and non-idio-
matic.

Intended primarily for ESL students at dif-
ferent levels of proficiency, the dictionary can
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also be used by authors of textbooks and other
educational materials who may screen the dic-
tionary data for potentially confusable expres-
sions incorporated in their products so as to cau-
tion students against this kind of pitfall and

heighten their awareness of phraseological sim-
ilarities and differences. It can be recommended
for use in school and college libraries supporting
ESL programs as well as to adults learning En-
glish as a second language.
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FALSE “FRIENDS” AND “ENEMIES”
IN ENGLISH PHRASEOLOGY

Even a cursory examination of English
phraseology reveals the existence of numerous
idiomatic expressions and recurrent word com-
binations characterized by similarity of wording
or imagery without corresponding similarity in
their meaning or usage. Phraseological units of
this kind usually form pairs and sometimes
larger groups of expressions not normally inter-
changeable in their respective contexts or only
interchangeable in some of their meanings so er-
rors can arise whenever one expression is suffi-
ciently close to another to be semantically iden-
tified with it, ¢f:: bring one’s mind to something /
bring something to mind or at the top of the tree /
up a tree. While positive intralingual transfer
may help in the case of perceived linguistic sim-
ilarities, cf.: make hay while the sun shines / strike
while the iron is hot, negative intralingual transfer
will lead to problems owing to semantic or
grammatical differences between units. The
probability of their confusion is conditioned by
the extent of similarity while their respective lin-
guistic currency determines which unit in the
group is likely to be mistaken for another more
familiar and seemingly identical expression.

Alongside such phraseological “false friends”
there exist less numerous cases of “false enemies”
or pseudo-antonyms whose form may induce
the learner to believe that they are opposite in
meaning which in reality they are not,* ¢f.: ab-
sence of mind / presence of mind and come on the
carpet / step off the carpet.

Whereas errors caused by interlingual
phraseological interference are predetermined
by the student’s first language and mostly occur
when learners pattern phrases in the target lan-
guage after the models of their own language,
errors caused by intralingual phraseological in-
terference are generally due to erroneous iden-
tification within the framework of the target lan-
guage of semantically unrelated phraseological
units with conceptually related components. Er-
rors of this kind do not depend on the learners’
first language and are common to all EFL/ESL
students. They may adversely affect comprehen-
sion and usage, so learners are in urgent need
for practical resource that will systematically ad-
dress this problem and “defuse” potentially con-
fusable multi-word units. Nonetheless, prior to
the present publication there was no dictionary

*The phenomenon of ‘false friends” is commonly associated with words of different languages relating as formal equivalents for the reason
of their material similarity while their meanings are quite different. A similar phenomenon can be observed at the phraseological level
when set expressions of one language have formal, semantically dissimilar equivalents in another language (for instance, the following
English expressions have their exact formal counterparts in Russian with altogether different meanings: dirty money, high words, service

flat, special school, art film, wind in the head, ezc.).

.
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specifically devoted to phraseological pitfalls of
this kind even though some dictionaries of id-
ioms would provide random cross-references
warning of idiomatic expressions whose form
may mislead the user into thinking that they are
semantically related. At the same time, there
exist numerous dictionaries of usage bringing to
the attention of the learner the difference in the
meaning, spelling, pronunciation, and the range
of application of individual words characterized
by outward similarity.* The present dictionary,
providing systematic contrastive coverage of all
kinds of phraseological “false friends” and “en-
emies,” is expected therefore to remedy this im-
balance and to fill, at least partially, the existing
lexicographical lacuna. Primarily intended for
EFL/ESL students as a tool of reference and pro-
phylactics, it presents a complete and orderly
catalog of multi-word units that require special
consideration because of their interferential po-
tential. Furthermore, the sizeable volume of the
dictionary and its user-friendly Phrase Index en-
able it to be used as a regular phraseological dic-
tionary providing definitions to individual id-
ioms, clichés and set expressions.

In the selection of phrases making up the
dictionary I proceeded from the broadest possi-
ble concept of phraseology and considered both
idiomatic and non-idiomatic recurrent word
combinations, prepositional collocations and
phrasal verbs. No limits have been set with re-
spect to their structural or pragmatic characteris-
tics, the principal criteria being similarity or con-
trast in the wording or imagery of multi-word
units whose meanings or usage do not show cor-
responding similarity or contrast. Potentially in-
terferential units were culled from the phraseo-
logical pool provided by over a hundred mono-
and bilingual dictionaries as well as numerous
online databases. Contrastive-differentiating
analysis of the totality of phraseological units
thus selected made it possible to separate groups
of semantically and pragmatically similar phrase-
ological synonyms and variants (cf.: add fuel to
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the fire | add fuel to the flames) from interfer-
entially significant “false friends.” This inductive
methodology made it possible to concentrate
not on the actual interferential interactions of
phraseological units (error analysis) but on the
hypothetical possibility of their confusion, pre-
dicting all likely cases of flawed reasoning at
phraseological level. As a result, some entries
may contain well-known modern phrases whose
interferentially relevant oppositions are repre-
sented by expressions pertaining to professional
or social jargon, slang, as well as by phrases that
are regional, dialectal, extinct or rarely heard
nowadays. Phraseological oppositions of this
sort, though less topical for language learners,
demonstrate interesting cases of coincidence in
imagery through time and space.

Parallel to potentially confusable phraseo-
logical oppositions, there are numerous instances
when units longer than the word form similar,
semantically contrastive relationships with con-
sonant compound words, c¢f.: day-man / man of
the day. In many cases dictionaries differ whether
to treat a particular two-word combination as a
phrase or a compound and there seems to be no
hard and fast rule about which category such an
item should be in. The distinction between sep-
arate and solid writing of such units becomes
relevant, however, when it serves to differentiate
between semantically dissimilar entities, ¢f.: back
drop / backdrop, or units functioning as different
parts of speech, cf-: common sense / commonsense.
Since their outward similarity may likewise con-
fuse the learner, we deemed it necessary to in-
corporate all cases involving potentially inter-
ferential compounds in the present dictionary.

The dictionary compiled on the above
principles is comprehensive in that it encom-
passes the whole spectrum of phraseological
units irrespective of their contemporary status
in the language, social currency, or the degree
of idiomaticity (that is, semantic interdepend-
ence of their components), the units ranging all
the way from free word combinations to id-

*See, for example: G. A. Owen, Dictionary of “Confusibles” (Somerset: Brodie, 1966); A. Room, Room’s Dictionary of Confusibles
(London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1979); L. Urdang, The Dictionary of Confusable Words (New York: Facts on File, 1988).
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iomatic expressions. In between these two cate-
gories there is a vast layer of the so called set
phrases institutionalized as such in the language
and originated owing to the ability of words to
regularly link up with other words forming their
lexical environment. Whereas their global mean-
ings are readily grasped from the meanings of
their component parts, relatively independent
of each other and used in their literal or
metaphorical sense, the meanings of idiomatic
expressions proper often appear unmotivated
and cannot be deduced from the meanings of
their constituents. As regards the degree of their
structural mobility, idiomatic expressions are
generally more or less invariable in form or order
and do not admit of the usual grammatical op-
erations which their literal counterparts will per-
mit. Other types of phrases normally show some
degree of variation. Phrases making up the dic-
tionary are just as heterogeneous syntactically:
some of them are full sentences (catch phrases,
proverbial expressions, rhetorical questions and
social formulae) while others function like par-
ticular parts of speech (nominal, verbal, ad-
verbial and adjectival phrases).

Phraseological units whose meanings may
mistakenly appear similar or opposite can be re-
duced to the following principal types of inter-
ferentially relevant oppositions (in the order of
diminishing similarity of their notional compo-
nents):

e specific cases of phraseological polysemy or
homonymy when formally identical units are
used differently by British and American
speakers, e.g.:

pavement artist (UK)
pavement artist (US)

* semantically dissimilar units with identical
notional components, relating as pseudo-
quantitative variants, when one of the phrases
is not really just a shortened form of an ex-
tended phrase, e.g.:

keep one’s head
keep one’s head up

* semantically dissimilar units all of whose no-
tional components are identical, e.g.:

Introduction

cut loose from something
cut loose with something

phrases forming semantic oppositions to anal-
ogous solidly spelled compounds, e.g.:

black eye
blackeye

morphologically consonant, though unrelated
place names, e.g.:

Saint John’s
Saint Johns

semantically dissimilar prepositional phrases
with identical notional component preceding
the preposition, e.g.:

absent from something
absent in something

semantically dissimilar prepositional phrases
with identical notional component following
the preposition, e.g.:

in time

on time
semantically distinct phrasal verbs with iden-
tical verbal component, e.g.:

turn on someone
turn to someone

semantically dissimilar collocations with iden-
tical verbal component taking direct and pre-
positional object respectively, e.g.:

advertise for something
advertise something

semantically dissimilar units some of whose
components are identical while others relate
as paronyms, €.g.:

historic event
historical event

semantically dissimilar units with paronymic
and identical notional components, which be-
long to different parts of speech, e.g.:

curtain raiser
raise the curtain

semantically dissimilar units some of whose
components are identical while others relate
as synonyms, e.g.:

hold an appointment
keep an appointment
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* semantically dissimilar units some of whose
components are identical while others desig-
nate contiguous notions, €.g.:

turn someone’s brain
turn someone’s head

¢ semantically dissimilar units some of whose
components are identical while others asso-
ciate with the same class of things, e.g.:

lose one’s head
lose one’s mind

* phrasal verbs forming structural and semantic
oppositions to compound verbs with formally
identical component parts represented in re-
verse order, e.g.:

do something over
overdo something

e phraseological units some of whose com-
ponents are identical while others relate as
antonyms, whose imagery may be mistakenly
construed as semantically antonymous, e.g.:

in deep water
in low water
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* semantically dissimilar phrasal verbs with syn-
onymous verbal components and identical
prepositions or adverbs, e.g.:

come off something
go off something

* semantically unrelated units of similar struc-
ture some of whose notional components may
match, whose general phraseological idea may
appear similar, e.g.:

when the balloon goes up
when the eagle flies

e semantically unrelated units that may differ
in structure and have no components in com-
mon, whose general phraseological idea or im-
agery may appear similar, e.g.:

be dead in the water
sleep with the fishes

e semantically unrelated units that may differ
in structure and have no components in com-
mon, whose general phraseological idea or im-
agery may appear antonymous, e.g.:

carry the torch
hide one’s light under a bushel

ARRANGEMENT OF THE ENTRIES

The arrangement of material in the dic-
tionary is consistently alphabetical. Each entry
highlighting the differences of the units it com-
prises is introduced by the heading in bold print
that lists alphabetically all units making up the
entry. All entries, in turn, are arranged in the
dictionary in the alphabetical order of the first
phrases of the entry headings. When arranging
phraseological units alphabetically the following
principles have been observed:

* initial articles are disregarded when determin-
ing the alphabetical order;

e simile phrases introducing comparisons are
usually given without their optional initial el-
ement 4s;

* in the case of hyphenated compounds the hy-
phen is treated as a space and phrases written
as separate words, or hyphenated compound
words, precede solidly spelled compounds;

* many phrases include a variable component
indicated by the words his, himself, one, one’,
oneself, someone, someone’, or something that
are taken into account for alphabetical order.

While listing phrases in their basic or the
most usual form, we use the word someone to
refer to somebody other than the subject, and
the word one is used where the one is the same
person as the subject of the sentence. The words
his and himself are used purely conventionally
and may refer to both sexes. Each unit treated
in the entry is followed by a definition and il-
lustrated by authentic examples of usage in the
context providing the correct semantic and prag-
matic framework. Potentially confusable phrases
represented in sample sentences are underlined,
sometimes together with words which are not
part of the phrase proper but form its immediate
lexical surrounding. Where an item has several
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meanings the definitions are grouped in num-
bered sequences of comparative importance.
Occasional comments of grammatical nature
provided in the dictionary usually signal some
grammatical restrictions in the usage of an ex-
pression which may refer to certain limitations
in tenses and aspects. Such notations and com-
ments may apply to the whole phrase or to some
of its meanings. Some entries have cross-refer-
ences, that is, contain instructions to look up
some other entries for the purpose of comparison
or caution.

Stylistically colored phrases are normally
accompanied by italicized notations which are
of special help when the user’s knowledge of the
language is inadequate as regards recognition of
their stylistic value and the ability to use them
in specific social contexts. Some of the phrases
designated as dated show signs of obsolescence
though may still be used within limited groups
of people, whereas expressions designated as a7-
chaic are not familiar to the majority of speakers.
Other labels may designate various occupational
and professional fields with which certain ex-
pressions are particularly associated. Phrases
contained in the dictionary, both current and
obsolete, represent practically all principal styl-
istical strata: stylistically neutral phrases, collo-
quial, formal and literary expressions, expres-
sions normally confined to technical use, folksy
expressions, dialectal phrases, phrases pertaining
to professional or social jargon, slang, as well as
expressions peculiar to any of the principal re-
gional varieties of English. Expressions that are
not stylistically labeled are considered neutral
and may be used in all situations. When stylistic
comments apply to all numbered senses of a
phrase they are found before the numbered
senses, while comments that apply to any one
sense are found within the numbered sense be-

Introduction

fore the definition. The mobility of borderlines
between various stylistic categories makes it at
times difficult to attach unequivocal stylistic tag
and stylistic status of many expressions shows
considerable fluctuations in different dictio-
naries. Stylistically marked phrases must be used
with particular care because they reflect a special
relationship between speakers or a special social
occasion or setting. They belong to ironic, joc-
ular, derogatory, euphemistic or other stylis-
tically marked register and are labeled accord-
ingly. Many of them can only be used in
informal spoken English and are inadmissible
in formal written English. Phrases marked zzboo
or coarse slang, included merely for the sake of
completeness, warrant special caution in this re-
spect because most of them deal with race, sex,
or ethnic origin and may have offensive or in-
sulting implications.

For readers who want to identify a vaguely
familiar expression that includes a particular sig-
nificant word, are not sure of the precise form
of an expression as listed in the dictionary, or
simply wish to explore the phrase-building po-
tential of individual words, the Phrase Index is
compounded by the Key Word Index in which
expressions are listed under their second or an-
other semantically dominating component, their
first component being given within the general
alphabetical arrangement of phrases in the dic-
tionary body and the Phrase Index. We chose to
also include as key words units forming the sec-
ond parts of hyphenated nominal compounds:
thus the reader can find “boat-train” under
“train,” “angel-water” under “water,” “copy-cat”
under “cat,” etc. While certain words can func-
tion as different parts of speech or refer to dif-
ferent homonyms, no attempt has been made to
reflect such differences in the Key Word Index.
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE DICTIONARY

arch.—archaic
attrib.—attribute
Austral.—Australian
biol.—biological
Canad.—Canadian
coll.—colloquial
¢f-—compare
derog.—derogatory
dial. —dialect
euph.—euphemism

exclam.—exclamation

Fr.—French
hist.—historical
imper.—imperative
interj.—interjection
joc.—jocular
liter.—literary
med.—medical
negat.—negative
NZ—New Zealand
pejor.—pejorative

pl.—plural

predic.—predicative
RAF—Royal Air Force
Scot.—Scottish
sl.—slang
smb.—somebody
smth.—something
UK—United Kingdom
U.S.—United States
WWI—World War I
WWII—World War II
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a la guerre comme a la guerre

A

a la guerre comme a la guerre ® cest la guerre

& la guerre comme & la guerre—(Fr.) is used to tell a person
to make do with what one has or do what one has to do: She
walked ... with a certain rebellion burning in her heart. It was
not the right sort of heart to take to a love-meeting. But a la
guerre comme 2 la guerre!

cest la guerre—(Fr.) an ironic phrase to provide an excuse
for anything that has not gone quite to plan: The long string
of projects which were started were never brought to com-

mercial viability.... But, cest la guerre, eh?

abandon ship ¢ give up the ship

abandon ship—1. leave the sinking ship: When the order
was given to abandon ship many of the passengers were
stunned. They felt that it was safer onboard... 2. (a/so: jump
ship) leave a failing organization, etc. before it is too late: For
weeks he worked eighteen-hour days, pleading with his staff
not to abandon ship.

give up the ship—quit trying and surrender; admit defeat:
If you are sidetracked by small setbacks don’t be discouraged

and give up the ship.

abide by something ® abide something
abide by something—stand firm by smth.; remain true to
smth.: The rules were fixed, and I must abide by them.
abide something— (negat.) bear or endure smth.: She could
not abide the country, and would not be tempted to leave
London.

abide someone ¢ abide with someone

abide someone— (negat.) dislike a person very much: In fact,
I can’t abide him. Whenever I see him on television, I'm in-
clined to change the channel.

abide with someone— (liter.) remain or stay with a person:
If the American dream is to abide with us, it will, at bottom,
depend on the people themselves.

above suspicion ® under suspicion

above suspicion—too highly respected to be suspected of a
crime or wrongdoing: Navy secretary Welles was above suspi-
cion, but he was inexperienced in nautical affairs.

under suspicion —considered as possibly guilty of a crime
or wrongdoing: He was under suspicion for other crimes,
which gave the investigators the legal right to hold him in-
definitely.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
on suspicion— (arrest or detain smb.) on the ground of suspicion:
The police are now free to stop and search anyone merely on

suspicion.

absence from something ¢ absence in something

absence from something—being temporarily away from a
place: I have no one capable of acting for me in my absence
from home.

absence in something—1. staying temporarily at some place:
During my absence in France, I find that new words have been
introduced into our parliamentary language. 2. lack or non-
existence in smth.: For Jane, a salient consequence was the
absence in her life of a satisfying intimate relationship.

absence of mind ® presence of mind

absence of mind—the mental state of preoccupation, which
causes one to do smth. without realizing it: Through absence
of mind he walked out of the shop and left his purchases on
the counter.
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presence of mind—mental alertness which enables one to act
quickly in an emergency: With great presence of mind he
grabbed the child and pulled it out of the path of the oncom-

ing car.

absorbed by something ® absorbed with something

absorbed by something—1. (of liquids) soaked up by smth.:
The solution is absorbed by the brick through its untreated
surface. 2. (of substances) taken up by chemical action: Whey
protein is the best type of protein since it is quickly absorbed
by the body. 3. (of people or things) incorporated into smth.:
Better build the type of home that will be more quickly ab-
sorbed by the market.

absorbed with something— (also: absorbed in something)
deeply engrossed in smth.: They are often absorbed with their
own thoughts and feelings and are fearful of intimacy with
others.

abut against something ® abut on something

abut against something—rest against the end part of smth.
firmly: The mountains are volcanic, and sedimentary deposits
abut against them at a lower level.

abut on something— (of a plot of land, etc.) border on smth.;
lie next to smth.: Our land abuts on the shopping center’s
parking lot.

academic junk food ® junk food

academic junk food— (coll.) college degree courses of no ac-
ademic value to students: He describes the disintegration of
the curriculum into limitless numbers of “interdisciplinary
studies” programs that are often academic junk food.

junk food—food, as potato chips, hamburgers, and hot dogs,
that is high in calories but of little nutritional value: Many
schools are selling at break time nothing less than junk foods.

accidents can happen ¢ accidents will happen
accidents can happen—is used to say that smth. unforeseen
may always occur: Don’t commit yourself to completing the
book this year —accidents can happen, you know.
accidents will happen— is used to say that some unfortunate
events must be accepted as inevitable: Stop going
on so about that broken jug. Accidents will happen, you know.

accommodate someone to something ® accommo-
date someone with something

accommodate someone to something—adapt or adjust a person
to smth.: One of the solutions [of housing] is to accommodate
people to the multistory residential building.

accommodate someone with something—provide a person
with smth., especially as a favor: It was very good of you to
accommodate me with the ticket for my journey.

according to Cocker ® according to Mrs. Beeton

according to Cocker—(U.S. also: according to Gunter) ab-
solutely correct; exactly as it should be: So you ought to be,
according to Cocker, spending all your time in sick rooms.

according to Mrs. Beeton—(UK) an advice of culinary per-
fection according to Mrs. Beeton’s Book of Household Man-
agement (1886): According to Mrs. Beeton, the jar has to be
shaken once a week until Christmas when delicious drinks
can be served.

accurate in something ¢ accurate with something
accurate in something —free from mistakes in what one says
or does: He was basically careful and accurate in his quotations
and references to sources.
accurate with something—careful about smth.; treating
smth. with responsibility: When writing a composition, be
accurate with your quotations.
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achieve peace ® win the peace

achieve peace—achieve a state in which a nation or commu-
nity is not at war with another: Neutrality is essential if we
are to play a constructive role in achieving peace.

win the peace—carry out successful reconstruction after the
war: We may have had enough troops to win the war —but
not nearly enough to win the peace.

Achilles of England, the ® English Achilles, the

Achilles of England, the— (hist.) 1. the name given to the
Duke of Wellington (1769-1852). 2. the name given to John-
Talbot, first Earl of Shrewsbury (1373-1453): This great cap-
tain, whose merit was acknowledged equally by friends and
foes, received the appellation of the Achilles of England.

English Achilles, the— = Achilles of England, the 2: This man
was John Talbot, known as the English Achilles, and hero of
countless battles.

act as angel  act like an angel
act as angel—act as a sponsor for a firm, organization, etc.:
It was agreed that he should act as angel to the enterprise.
act like an angel—be an excellent performer: She sings and
acts like an angel and is extremely pleased because Wolfgang

has served her extraordinarily well.

act as someone ® act for someone

act as someone —perform as an interpreter, guide, etc.: I had
a local student who acted as my translator, as my Spanish is
extremely rudimentary.

act for someone —represent smb. as a barrister, etc., in a law
court: Mr. Bilmes agreed to act for me, attending court as my
legal representative.

act foolishly ¢ act the fool

act foolishly—act without reason or good judgment: She
acted foolishly in her business dealings, trusting the wrong
people or not trusting her employees enough.

act the fool— (also: play the fool) deliberately act so as to ap-
pear eccentric or foolish: He was a small, puny lad who acted
the fool to stop himself being bullied.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
make a fool of oneself— act in a way thar makes a person appear
ridiculous or stupid: My advice to you is to refrain from making
careless comments, for you'll only make a fool of yourself.

act of God ° action of God

act of God—1. (legal) the action of forces uncontrollable by
man, such as hurricane, etc.: In the event of an act of God,
the school reserves the right to suspend training. 2. said of the
work of God in creation: The doctrine regarded our « priori
ideas as infused into the intellect by an act of God.

action of God— (also: work of God) = act of God 2: Creation
is the origin of the totality of the universe by the action of
God.

act one’s age ® show one’s age

act one’s age—behave in a manner appropriate to one’s age
(often used in asking children to act in a more grown-up fashion):
She doesn’t look or act her age, she has no gray hairs, not even
crows feet.

show one’s age—show signs of being old: Booth is starting
to show his age. His face is deeply creased and lined, and his

voice has gotten mushy and lispy.

act something out ® outact someone

act something our—give expression to thoughts, unconscious
fears, etc. in one’s actions and behavior: Children often act
out their troubled feelings in their games.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the

add color to something

intransitive phrasal verb act out— behave anti-socially or mis-
behave: The child with a learning problem may act out to di-
vert attention from, for example, his inability to read.

outact someone—surpass another person in acting or per-
forming: The man can outact just about anybody out there.
His prime example is his portrayal of Rollins in Devil in a
Blue Dress.

action man ® man of action
action man—a person who makes a show of being very vig-
orous and energetic: I had very little in common with the sort
of larger-than-life action man I played in film after film.
man of action—smb. who does things and is not content to
just meditate or talk: Foscolo was intended for a man of action
and strife: ease and fortune unnerved and demoralized him.

actual time © real time

actual time—the time to be compared with the standard or
expected time: The actual time of its [Indian summer] occur-
rence and the character of the weather appear to vary for dif-
ferent regions.

real time—1. the time during which an event occurs: The
date displayed by monitors is from the previous day, making
it almost impossible to know the real time of air pollution. 2.
said of the processing of data which occurs as it is generated:
A higher speed in computers means that they can more easily
engage in activities in what we call “real time.”

Note: Neither expression is equivalent in meaning to the phrase
true time—the time according to the position of the sun: True
(nonrelative) time can only be measured by using a constant,
such as the objective speed of light.

Adam and Eve ®* Adam-and-Eve

Adam and Eve—1. said of men and women in general: The
great dual law which makes Adam and Eve one humanity, the
dry land and the seas one globe. 2. (U.S. diners) two poached
or fried eggs: Diner lingo is one example of a mnemonic device
that aids memory. “Adam and Eve” refers to two eggs, usually
poached.

Adam-and-Eve—a North American orchid: A woman will
carry a piece of Adam-and-Eve root in a little bag round her
neck. It’s really Aplectrum hyemale, useful in bronchial trou-

bles.

Adam and Eve on a log ®* Adam and Eve on a raft

Adam and Eve on a log—(U.S. diners) two poached eggs
with link sausage: Adam and Eve on a log are two poached
eggs with link sausage, but there are plenty of other short
order cook gems like “Bowl of Red” (chili peppers with meat).

Adam and Eve on a raft— (U.S. diners) two poached eggs on
toast: There were Zepps in a Cloud (sausages and mashed)
and Adam and Eve on a raft. Cf.: Adam and Eve on a raft and
wreck them —(U.S. diners) two scrambled eggs on toast: You ask
for scrambled eggs on toast, and the waitress says to the chef,
“we need an Adam and Eve on a raft and wreck them.”

adapted for something ¢ adapted to something
adapted for something — (of things) made suitable for a new
use, situation, etc.: The book was adapted for television as a
four-part series screened by the BBC.
adapted to something— (of people) accustomed or suitable to
smth.: [ am not adapted to this business. I was bred a farmer,
and ought not to have left that occupation.

add color to something ® give color to something
add color to something — (of a story, account, etc.) provide de-
tails that would interest and excite readers or listeners: The
lecturer told a few jokes to add color to his talk.
give color to something— (also: lend color to something) give



add fuel to the fire

plausibility to an account, etc.: His torn clothing gave color
to his story that he had been attacked and robbed.

add fuel to the fire * add insult to injury

add fuel to the fire—(also: add fuel to the flames) aggravate
discord, etc.; make an already bad situation even worse: Now,
to add fuel to the fire, new accusations have emerged over the
past several weeks that could cost Ward his position.

add insult to injury—wound a person’s self-respect even fur-
ther; add to the damage already done to smb.’s feelings: He
was an hour late and then, to add insult to injury, he spent
twenty minutes on the telephone.

add in something ® add on something

add in something—1. put or pour smth., especially in recipes:
Continue to add in the flour and mix each addition until it is
well incorporated. 2. attach or include smth., usually in the
middle of a calculation: Before you finish the totals, please
add in these new figures.

add on something —attach smth. at the end of a calculation,
list, etc.: She wrote me a cold letter, even the inquiry about

my health looked as if it had been added on as an afterthought.

add to something ® add up to something

add to something—increase or enhance smth.: It’s an old
building so you get creaky sounds of the old building but I
guess it adds to its rustic charm.

add up to something—1. (of values) give as a result, when
joined: The bombing from B-52 stratofortresses ultimately
added up to 800,000 tons of bombs. 2. amount to smth.; sig-
nify smth.: All that this adds up to is that you don’t want to

help, so why not say so at once?

add to taste ® add to the taste

add to taste— (in recipes) add in the amount preferred: Tear
small pieces from the Hungarian pepper and add to taste;
these peppers are very hot.

add to the taste—improve the taste (of a dish): All those
spices not only add to the taste but are good for your health.

address oneself to someone ® address someone

address oneself to someone —speak or appeal to a person: He
came into the room, and addressed himself to me with the
best grace in the world.

address someone—1. = address oneself to someone: The Edu-
cation Secretary had to address a hostile crowd of teachers. 2.
speak to a person using a nickname or a title: Don’t address
me as “Colonel”; I'm only a major.

Admiral of the White ® White Admiral

Admiral of the White —admiral of the White Squadron (one
of the three divisions of the Royal Navy in the 17th century):
Admiral of the Red, used to hold the center in an engagement.
Admiral of the White, used to hold the van.

White Admiral—any of several butterflies of the genus Li-
menitis: He had seen a white admiral circling higher and higher
round an oak tree, but he had never caught it.

admit of something ® admit to something

admit of something—leave room for smth.: A careful, de-
tached study of his available statements will admit of no other
conclusion.

admit to something—agree, often reluctantly, that smth. is
true; confess to smth.: Over a third of the juveniles admitted
to owning a firearm.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase admit something—1. = admit to something: He ad-
mitted owning a car which had an index number identical to
one Miss Mallalieu had noted. 2. have room for smeh.; allow
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smth. to enter: This harbor is dry at low water and admits only
small craft even with the tide.

admonish someone for something ® admonish
someone of something

admonish someone for something—reprove a person on ac-
count of smth.: They are frequently admonished for their fail-
ure to act quickly.

admonish someone of something—bring smth. to a person’s
notice as a warning: A gallows erected on an eminence ad-
monished the offenders of the fate that awaited them.

advance of science ® advancement of science
advance of science—progress or improvement in science: It
is an assumption of our world view that progress consists in
the advance of science and technology.
advancement of science—progress in science resulting from
the action of an outside agent: The purpose of this legislation
was the advancement of science.

advance on something ® advance towards some-
thing

advance on something—move towards a place (in order to
attack, etc.): The enemy advanced on Rome, and at last con-
quered it.

advance towards something—1. = advance on something: The
fire has already destroyed about 15 houses in a suburb and is
advancing towards the city. 2. be headed for smth.; approach
a certain state: The world political system is advancing towards

disorder.

advise someone of something ¢ advise someone on
something

advise someone of something—give a person information or
warning about smth.: The motoring organizations have ad-
vised motorists of thick mists on the mountains.

advise someone on something—give a person recommenda-
tions or advice about smth.: We are experts in advising people
on the best holiday to suit their personal preferences.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase advise with someone on something— consult with a
person about smth.: He advised with them on all matters and
followed their directions in all things.

after a time © after time

after a time—when a short time has elapsed: I didn’t care
for the place at first, but after a time I got to like it.

after time—later than a stipulated time: We cannot wait for
anyone who arrives after time.

after all ® after all is said and done

after all—1. is used to introduce an additional point which
supports the previous statement: They did not expect heavy
losses in the air; after all, they had superb aircraft. 2. in spite
of what had previously been thought or done: It had to be
recognized, after all, that I was still a schoolboy.

after all is said and done—when everything is settled or con-
cluded: After all was said and done, the wedding was a lovely
affair.

after the manner of someone © in the manner of
someone

after the manner of someone—(of a painting, etc.) executed
in conscious imitation of smb.’s manner or style: In those
days, I painted human interest subjects, after the manner of
Mr. Rockwell. But I still hadn’t found myself as an artist.

in the manner of someone— (of a painting, etc.) indicating
resemblance to smb.’s style rather than conscious imitation:
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They acquired Joan Miro pictures painted in the manner of a
4-year-old struggling to come to terms with the human face.

again and again ® every now and again

again and again— (also: time and again) habitually; repeat-
edly: I was absorbed in “The Cloud on the Sanctuary,” reading
it again and again.

every now and again— (also: now and again) occasionally;
from time to time: Every now and again the ear could catch
the sudden splash of pike meeting pike.

agree on something ¢ agree to something ® agree
with something

agree on something —1. have the same view about smth.: Mu-
sicians rarely agree on the way a piece of music should be
played. 2. decide on smth.: We've agreed on Spain for our
holiday next year.

agree to something— (of a suggestion, statement, etc.) view
with favor; accept what has been proposed: Neither the peo-
ple, nor their representatives, would agree to the plan.

agree with something—1. go along with a person in an opin-
ion or statement: It is great what Martin has done and I agree
with his comment. 2. (of two versions, accounts, etc.) be similar
or fully correspond: This bill doesn’t agree with my calcula-

tions.

ahead of one’s time © before one’s time

ahead of one’s time— (of people, new ideas, etc.) too advanced
to be accepted by one’s contemporaries: Men who are ahead
of their time can lead the present into the future.

before one’s time—1. before a person was born, had arrived,
etc.: There was at one time a little cinema, but that was before
my time. 2. before the due or expected time: His poverty, and
continual harassment by the authorities had made him old be-
fore his time. 3. = ahead of one’s time: Robert Owen, with his
enlightened ideas on working conditions in factories, was be-
fore his time.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase not before its time— used of smth. that should have been
done long ago: At last they are installing electric light in the
main streets, and not before its time.

ahead of time ® before time

ahead of time— (usually showing approval) earlier than ex-
pected: The homework was finished ahead of time so he went
out to play.

before time—prematurely; before the due or expected time:
So far was prepunctuality carried, that Her Majesty was ten
minutes before time.

aim at something ¢ aim for something

aim at something—1. point the weapon or object in the di-
rection of smth.: He aimed at the far wall and squeezed the
trigger. 2. plan or hope to achieve smth.: We are now aiming
at a higher production level.

aim for something— = aim at something 2: For most people,
aiming for a higher position at once is the key to job search

success.

air boat ¢ inflatable boat

air boat—1. a seaplane with a boatlike fuselage: This class
of seaplanes, variously termed “flying-boat” and “air-boat,”
consists essentially of a long boat-shaped hull, wherein the
passengers’ seats are contained. 2. a shallow-draft boat driven
by an airplane propeller: A Pandora’s Box is opening to release
a flood of airboats on the long-suffering landscape of crowded
Southern Ontario.

inflatable boat—an air-filled rubber boat (for use in an

all day and every day

emergency, etc.): The crewmen had to be pulled from the
freezing water by colleagues in an inflatable boat.

air gun ® air gunner

air gun—a gun in which compressed air is used to propel
the charge: Darned if he didn’t up with this here air gun and
plunk me with a buckshot it carried.

air gunner—an aircrew member whose job is to operate a
gun: Too old for piloting he became an air gunner with 235
Squadron Coastal Command.

air lane * airline

air lane — (also: airway) a regular route of travel for aircraft:
This will enable controllers to squeeze an extra 20 percent
traffic into the crowded air lanes.

airline—1. company that carries passengers and cargo by
airplane: The airline has announced it will run daily service
to Florida. 2. a tube through which air is passed under pres-
sure: Any big truck lives and dies, steers and brakes, on its
air-lines.

air letter ® airmail letter

air letter — (also: aerogramme) a sheet of light paper forming
a letter for sending by airmail: An air letter is written on a
special form supplied by the Post Office.

airmail letter—a letter to be sent by air: Aerogrammes are
less expensive than an airmail letter and have the same delivery
time.

alien from something ¢ alien to something

alien from something —differing in nature or character from
smth.: [ am a Christian; therefore, many of the tenets of Bud-
dhism are alien from my faith.

alien to something—contrary or opposed to smth.: I could
not consent to the introduction into our national life of a de-
vice so alien to all our traditions as the referendum.

alive to something e alive with something

alive ro something—aware of smth.; conscious of smth.: He
was alive to the danger that pressure might be put on the po-
lice, and he might be forced to take ill-advised action.

alive with something—teeming with smth.; full of smth.:
The lake was alive with alligators. These could be seen basking
along the low banks...

all along e all along the line

all along—all the time: Her employer said he had suspected
the girl of pilfering all along.

all along the line—at every point in the course of an activity:
These newer family magazines are making the older ones fight

for existence all along the line.

all at once ® at once

all ar once—suddenly and abruptly: There comes over him,
all at once, a sort of cold, creepy shudder.

at once—1. immediately: She doesn’t know where he is...
otherwise she would drive to his address at once. 2. simulta-
neously; at the same time: Fire service says we cannot be in
two places at once.

all but ® anything but

all but—almost; nearly: We're all but finished now. We'll
be ready in a moment.

anything but—not at all: My father was anything but pleased
when he heard my story.

all day and every day © all the days of one’s life

all day and every day—during the whole of one day and for
a number of days afterwards: We had glorious weather, sun-
shine all day and every day.



all dressed up

all the days of one’s life—for as long as one will live, or has
lived: They had known only oppression and bitter poverty all

the days of their lives.

all dressed up © dressed up

all dressed up—dressed formally; dressed in one’s best
clothes: She was glad that she was all dressed up and had done
her hair that morning.

dressed up —1. = all dressed up: We know little about Mary’s
appearance (the only description we have is when she is dressed
up for her daughter’s wedding). 2. wearing fancy clothing;
disguised: There was a carnival parade in the city. Annabel
was dressed up as a clown and Andy as Zorro.

all eyes ® all my eye

all eyes— (predic., coll.) watching eagerly and attentively:
She was all eyes as I unwrapped the package.

all my eye— (UK sl.) utter nonsense (also: all my eye and Betty
Martin): I told him about a secret process, but he knew it was

all my eye.

all fur coat and no knickers © all hat and no cattle

all fur coat and no knickers— (UK derag.) said of a person or
thing having an impressive appearance with no real substance
beneath: Wish I had paid more attention to the bad reviews
before I booked. This hotel is all fur coat and no knickers.

all hat and no cattle—(U.S. derog.) said of smb. who tends
to talk boastfully without acting on one’s words (also: big hat
and no cattle): Republican leadership promised to support the
mission. Unfortunately, however, they’ve been all hat and no
cattle...

all hands and the cook ° all the world and his wife

all hands and the cook—1. (Nautical) everybody on the ship:
Martin threw on the engine, while all hands and the cook
sprang to take in sail. 2. everyone from a particular group of
people who can possibly contribute: Soon he was rearing his
family, and all hands and the cook were busy as bees in caring
for the home. Cf: all-hands meeting— a mandatory meeting
for all employees called by the management: Bob called an all-
hands meeting this afternoon. It’s never a good sign...

all the world and his wife— (also: every man and his dog) lots
of people; everyone of importance: All the world and his wife
were there, so, of course, Dame Margery went also.

all in ° all out

all in— (predic., coll.) 1. completely exhausted: I was glad
that the laboratory was only a few blocks away, for I was all
in by the time I got there. 2. completely or enthusiastically
involved in smth.: That was a cruel thing to do and I want to
know who was all in on it!

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
compound all-in— (attrib.) inclusive of everything: If you need
surgery, go for a fixed price package —an all-in price, irre-
spective of how long you stay in the hospital.

all out—(coll.) 1. using all one’s strength or resources: He
made up his mind to go “all out” for his uncle’s slum-conver-
sion scheme. 2. entirely; completely: “Were you drunk?” “Not
all out, I could keep my feet on the floor.” 3. at top speed:
The track was ultra-fast all night, with cars running all out
the entire evening.

all in all ® in all

all in all—1. taking everything into consideration: All in
all, they do their best to portray something original. 2. (of 2
person or thing) of supreme importance to smb.: This adven-
turer made love to the girl that was all in all to me.

in all—in total number: I stayed for three days in all, and
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throughout those three days I was sitting in their wonderful
library.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at all— under any circumstances: If that is so, why write
atall?

all in one piece ® all of a piece

all in one piece— (also: in one piece) without injury; relatively
unharmed: I was covered in plaster and my eyes were full of
dust, but I was all in one piece and thankful to be alive.

all of a piece—1. of the same kind or quality: It’s all of a
piece here. The men effeminate, the women unsexed. 2. (with)
in harmony or consistent with smth.: His rejection of health-
care reform is all of a piece with his disregard for the under-
privileged.

all kinds of something ° all sorts of something

all kinds of something—1. many different kinds of smth.: For
many years, Tutt Library has accepted donations of all kinds
of books from community supporters. 2. (coll.) plenty of
smth.; a large amount of smth.: The reality is that the gov-
ernment has all kinds of money. They have more money than
they know what to do with.

all sorts of something— = all kinds of something I: Classrooms
should be stocked full of all sorts of books and school libraries
should be as desirable a destination as the local bookstore.

all mouth and no trousers ® all mouth and
trousers

all mouth and no trousers— (UK derog.) said of smb. who
talks or boasts a lot but doesn’t take any action (also: all talk
and no trousers): How much longer will it take to realize that
the leader is all mouth and no trousers?

all mouth and trousers— = all mouth and no trousers: Jack is
all mouth and trousers, he never does anything he says he will.

all-overs © overalls

all-overs—(coll.) a feeling of great unease or extreme nerv-
ousness: We're out of sorts for want of a smoke. We've got the
all-overs, haven't us, deary?

overalls—a one-piece garment worn to protect a worker’s
clothes; loose-fitting work pants with shoulder straps: A man
dressed in overalls came out. I caught a glimpse of machin-
ery...

all-red line ° thin red line

all-red line— (UK hist., also: all-red route) a telegraph line
lying throughout in British territory: Green tells of Fleming’s
advocacy of a Pacific Cable and the All-Red Line.

thin red line—(UK) 1. (dated) the British army (used with
the implication of its supposed invincibility): Napoleon Bona-
parte soon found that in the “thin red line” he had more than
met his match. 2. the heroic resistance of few against many:
England’s thin red line of intellectual royalists is being overrun
by “progressive” reformers who sabotage old-fashioned aca-
demic virtues.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase thin line— a significantly blurred borderline between two
things: There is often only a thin line between a successful
launch and devastating destruction. Rockets are an unforgiv-
ing technology.

See also: ragged blue line / thin blue line.

all-red route ® red route

all-red route— (UK hist., also: all-red line) a telegraph line
lying throughout in British territory: Because all of these lo-
cations were part of the British Empire, the cable was also
known as the “All Red Route” (as red was the color associated
with Britain).
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red route—(UK) a proposed expressway marked by a red
line along the edge of the road: The idea of the red route as a
way of easing traffic congestion was devised by a group of
Conservative politicians called the red route group.

all right for you ® all right with you

all right for you—usually accompanies a threat of revenge as
said by a child angry at a playmate: All right for you, John.
See if I ever play with you again.

all right with you— (also: all right by you) suits yous; is ac-
ceptable to you: Please let me know if that time is all right
with you.

all right guy © right guy

all right guy— (coll.) a reliable or trustworthy person: We
took a big chance by inviting you and ... you turned out to
be an all right guy.

right guy—1. = all right guy: I told Gains what the hotel
clerk said and how lucky we were he happened to be a right
guy. 2. (coll., also: Mr. Right) a perfect romantic or marriage
partner: When she moved to Madrid she joked that she would
never return home if she met the right guy.

all the best © all the better

all the best—is used as a farewell or to close an informal let-
ter: I think your comments are important and will make sure
our health writer sees them as well. All the best.

all the better—even more so: He said nothing of this to Miss
Celia; but she found it out, and liked him all the better for
keeping some of his small worries to himself.

all the time © all the while

all the time—1. through the whole period; continuously:
Sue said she knew it all the time. 2. very often; many times:
Ruth talks about her trip to Europe all the time. 3. essentially;
first and last: You probably are a politician all the time, which
is why you never get to behave badly.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase all hours— very late or very early hours: It is dark: it
must be all hours.

all the while— = all the time I: Mary went to college in her
home town, and lived at home all the while.

all the way e all the way live
all the way—(U.S. coll., of hamburgers, etc.) with all available
extras, such as mustard, relish, etc.: I'd like one double cheese-

burger —all the way.
all the way live—(coll.) very exciting; excellent: Man, this

place is all the way live.

all together © altogether

all together—perform an action or undergo smth. collec-
tively; assembled in a group: We were herded all together in
some detaining room.

altogether —1. entirely; completely: Our results demonstrate
an altogether new approach to fabrication of electronic de-
vices. 2. with all included or counted: Invited from abroad
were, altogether, about 20 scholars from France, Germany,
and other countries. 3. having considered everything; on the
whole: Altogether, I am inclined to suspect much less noble
ideas motivating Miller’s decision.

all washed out ° all washed up

all washed out—1. (of colors) faded: I think the picture
showed a guy in armor kneeling.... No way to tell for sure
with colors all washed out. 2. (coll.) very tired; quite ex-
hausted: I'm all washed out. I haven’t the energy to do any-
thing at all.

all washed up—(coll.) 1. utterly undone: He can perhaps

ancient lights

work as a coach, but as a player he is all washed up. 2. = 4/l
washed out 2: Eventually, I went home feeling all washed up.
I just hung around the house.

allied to a nation e allied with a nation

allied to a nation— (of @ nation) related to another nation or
connected by common origin: This group of nations is closely
allied to the Eastern Asiatics.

allied with a nation — (of a nation) having joined forces with
another nation: Britain was allied with the United States many
times in history.

allow for something * allow of something

allow for something— (also: make allowance for something)
take smth. into consideration: It will take thirty minutes to
get to the station, allowing for traffic delays.

allow of something—leave room for smth.: There are more
than ten other important issues whose settlement allows of no
delay.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
allow something— permit smth.: Do not allow smoking in the
car when non-smokers are in it.

ally oneself to someone © ally oneself with some-
one

ally oneself to someone —unite or affiliate with a person: She
sought to ally herself to the older committee members.

ally oneself with someone —unite with a person in opposition
to smb. else: The professor allied herself with John against the
committee.

along the line ® along the lines

along the line—at some point during the course of a situa-
tion or activity: Somewhere along the line your strategy has
gone badly wrong.

along the lines— (also: on the lines) following a certain pattern
or trend: The Communist leadership organized the country
along the lines prescribed by the Soviet Union.

amiable person ® amicable person
amiable person—smb. of a kind that deserves to be liked:
He is an amiable person who willingly obliged and took time
carefully to craft his answers to our posed questions.
amicable person—a person exhibiting goodwill or acting as
a friend: They ended up shouting at one another. This was
somewhat shocking because Steve is such an amicable person.

amoral behavior ® immoral behavior

amoral behavior —behavior demonstrating an utter absence
of morality: Psychopaths are antisocial persons who can carry
out criminal or amoral behavior while perfectly able to dis-
tinguish right from wrong.

immoral behavior—behavior demonstrating low or corrupt
moral standards: Television heroes whose immoral behavior is
often sumptuously rewarded have become role models for
many young Americans.

amuse oneself with something ® be amused by
something

amuse oneself with something—do smth. to pass the time
and not become bored: The women amuse themselves with a
game something like jack-stones.

be amused by something—think smth. funny and usually
laugh because of it: I was highly amused by a comment
Bernard Shaw made once.

ancient lights ¢ Old Lights
ancient lights— (UK Law) the legal right of a house owner
to receive daylight through windows: England has a doctrine



ancient world

of ancient lights which was firmly rejected here [in the United
States].

Old Lights— (hist., also: Old Light men) religious tradition-
alists who believed the new religious movement (New Lights)
threatened established religion: Old Lights won the passage
of a law restricting the activities of traveling preachers.

ancient world * old world

ancient world—the region and civilizations (especially of
the Greeks and Romans) known during ancient history:
Cartagena was recognized as being one of the wealthiest cities
of the ancient world.

old world—1. (Old World, the) Europe, Asia and Africa: In
all the apes of the Old World the same number and kinds of
teeth are present as in man. 2. one’s previous setting of exis-
tence with its customs, traditions, etc.: Kylie found herself
back in her old world of Melbourne to spend Christmas with
her family.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase olde worlde— (UK attrib.) attractively old-fashioned (but
not necessarily authentic): This olde worlde pub is on the nar-
row road down to the sea and coast guard station.

and all ¢ and all that

and all—and all other things included: Duncan had stepped
backwards over the gunwale of his boat and fallen, camera
and all into the Indian Ocean.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase any and all—a redundant expression meaning “any”s A
licensed physician should be consulted for diagnosis of any
and all medical conditions.

and all that— (coll.) and other similar things considered un-
necessary to mention: Ah, but he’s known her all his life.
Childhood sweethearts and all that.

angel-water © holy water
angel-water—a perfume or cosmetic in which a plant An-
gelica (Herba angelica) is a chief ingredient: Angel-water, an
excellent perfume: also a curious wash to beautify the skin.
holy water—water blessed by a priest, used in the Roman
and Greek ritual: Before the High Mass on Sundays the cele-
brant sprinkles the people with holy water.

another kettle of fish ® another turn of the screw

another kettle of fish— (also: different kettle of fish, a) a com-
pletely different matter or situation: I'd driven an automatic
for years but learning to handle a car with gears was another
kettle of fish altogether.

another turn of the screw— an action which makes a bad sit-
uation worse, especially in order to force a person to do smth.:
Each letter from my bank manager was another turn of the
screw.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
another side on the boat— an alternative way of doing smth.:
There is another side on the boat; you don’t have to do it that
way.

See also: other side of the coin, the / other side of the hill, the.

answer for something ® answer to something

answer for something—be accountable or responsible for
smth.: He has to answer for his indifference to Aboriginal peo-
ple.

answer to something—1. act in response to smth.: The birds
after answering to the call, darted off again. 2. be suitable or
satisfactory for smth.: We've been able to find the solution
that answers to our needs. 3. match or correspond to smth.:
He doesn’t answer to the description of the missing man.

answer is a lemon, the ¢ it’s a lemon
answer is a lemon, the— (coll.) the answer is unsatisfactory
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or non-existent: Do all and sundry succeed? Very frankly, “the
answer is a lemon.” Luck does not support all...

it’s a lemon—(U.S. coll.) it is of poor quality and continu-
ously breaks down: What happens if you buy a new car only
to find out a month later that it’s a lemon?

answer one’s calling ® answer the call of nature

answer one’s calling— fulfill one’s destiny in terms of profes-
sion by doing what one has a talent for: Makeup artist Elisa-
beth Fry said in an interview that she “answered her calling”
to design jewelry.

answer the call of nature— (euph.) go to the bathroom to re-
lieve oneself: The locals did not have modern toilets. Mong
people preferred to dig a hole in their fields to answer the call
of nature.

answer someone ® answer to someone

answer someone—say smth. to a person in response to a
question: I didn’t know how to answer her.

answer to someone—be responsible or accountable to a per-
son: The chain of command is such that the Chief of Staff an-
swers to the Defense Minister.

ant’s pants ® have ants in one’s pants

ant’s pants— (Austral. sl.) the height of fashion; the ultimate
in novelty or style: You always think it’s the ant’s pants, and
then something better comes along.

have ants in one’s pants— (coll.) 1. fidget constantly because
of extreme nervousness: Why can’t you stand still, do you have
ants in your pants? 2. be impatient or restless: The boss has
ants in his pants and wants us to have it all ready for him on

Tuesday morning.

anxious about something ® anxious for something
anxious about something—uneasy about smth.; disturbed
about what may happen: And then, all the time you were so
worried and anxious about the food and the serving.
anxious for something—wishing smth. very much; eager to
get or obtain smth.: An incredible silence reigned among the
people, anxious for the event, and lost in suspense.

any day ® any time

any day—1. on any one day from now: This, too, is some-
thing that may happen any day now or that could be a few
years off. 2. (coll.) is used to express one’s willingness or pref-
erence: I'd work with Murphy in Canada any day rather than
stay in here. 3. (¢coll.) without doubt: You are a good deal bet-
ter-looking than her, Barbara. You are, any day.

any time—1. at a time which may be very soon: She is going
to give birth any time now. 2. at any time one chooses: John
is in a private ward, so you can get in any time. 3. no matter
when; whenever: Any time youre stuck for a meal come
around. 4. is used in response to an expression of gratitude:

“Thanks for helping me.” “Any time.”

any one ® anyone

any one—whichever one (person or thing) you choose: Join
the Disc of the Month Club, and we will send you any one of
these recordings.

anyone—any person; anybody: Is there anyone so wise as to
learn by the experience of others?

any place ® anyplace

any place—1. anywhere: Most people that travel any place
other than the USA can recognize distances in kilometers as
well as miles. 2. is used to refer to a specific kind of place: Do
you know of any place in Vietnam that would be good for
saltwater fly fishing?

anyplace— = any place 1: As of June first everyone will need
a passport to travel anyplace outside the U.S.
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any way ® anyway

any way—in any way or manner: The series focuses on three
people as they navigate the Hollywood maze, trying to succeed
any way they can.

anyway—1. in spite of that; nevertheless: Her mom would
know she was telling a white lie, she always knew, but they
played the game anyway. 2. = any way: During this period of
social exploration you may see him trying to get your attention
anyway he can. 3. in any case; no matter what: Well I don’t
know what he said exactly — he didn’t like me anyway.

appear as someone ® appear for someone

appear as someone— (of an actor) come before the public in
any character: The following year he appeared as Hamlet in a
controversial production.

appear for someone —represent smb. as a barrister, etc. in a
law court: Inspector Sammut prosecuted while Roberto Mon-
talto appeared for the accused.

apply oneself to something ® apply to something
apply oneself to something—put all one’s energy into smth.:
If you apply yourself to the job in hand, you'll soon finish it.
apply to something—1. turn to an organization for help, sup-
port, etc.: You must apply to the proper office for permission.
2. (of rules, laws, etc.) affect smth.; be relevant to smth.: These

policies apply only to very large companies.

approve of something ¢ approve something

approve of something—1. be willing to accept or support
smth.: Her father will never approve of her marriage to you.
2. like or admire smth.: The wine was the very same which
they had all approved of the day before.

approve something—formally confirm or sanction smth.: The
minutes of the meeting were read and approved.

apt at doing something ® apt to do something

apt at doing something—able to do smth. efficiently: He is
very apt at picking up a new subject.

apt to do something—having a tendency to do smth.: Babies
who are small at birth are apt to grow faster.

archaic word ¢ archaistic word

archaic word—a word that is no longer in general use but
is still encountered in literature and sometimes used for special
effect: Though sparingly ... he weaves some archaic words
into his own writing.

archaistic word—a word from an earlier time that is no
longer used: The author divided the dialectal vocabulary into
the following strata: archaistic words and contemporary words.

arm in arm © hand in hand

arm in arm—with one’s arm under or around another per-
son’s arm: Sally and Joan were laughing as they walked arm in
arm down the street.

hand in hand—1. holding hands: Molly and her stepmother
wandered about in the gardens hand in hand, like two babes
in the wood. 2. in close association: It provides a unique mix
of a professionally educated workforce working hand-in-hand
with volunteers.

armchair general ® armchair pilot

armchair general—smb. who speaks critically of military
matters, etc. but has no real experience: You've never served
in the military, which confirms my suspicion that you're just
another armchair general.

armchair pilot—a person whose hobby is computer based
flight simulation: Authentically modeled after the F-16 control
column, this controller is intended for the advanced armchair

pilot.

as a man

armed forces ® armored forces

armed forces—the military forces of a country including the
army, navy, air force, etc.: Armenia has followed a policy of
developing its armed forces into a professional, well trained
military.

armored forces—armored fighting vehicles such as tanks:
German armored forces aimed to thrust deep into the enemy
rear to sow confusion and disorganization.

around the bend * around the corner

around the bend— (also: round the bend) 1. about to happen
very soon: Saint Patrick’s day is around the bend and I need
a partner for the jig contest. 2. (coll.) crazy; insane: Mars is
completely around the bend and not the kind of guy youd
want your daughter to go on a date with.

around the corner— (also: round the corner) = around the bend
I: Halloween is just around the corner and candy seems to be
everywhere (and at good prices!).

arrive dead on time ® be dead on arrival

arrive dead on time—arrive exactly at the expected or pre-
arranged time: We arrived dead on time at Cape Town where
we were met by Che in the arrivals hall.

be dead on arrival—be without any chance for success: The
idea of legalizing some drugs is a concept that’s dead on arrival
in many law enforcement circles.

art film ¢ artful film

art film —a film intended to be a serious artistic work, often
experimental and not designed for mass appeal: Because it was
an “art film,” it probably reached the wrong audience.

artful film —a skillful, ingeniously crafted movie: Leni suc-
cumbed to every filmmaker’s dream — an unlimited budget to
make an artful film and not just “a boring newsreel.”

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
arty film— a film characterized by a showy, pretentious display
of artistic skill: As an arty film, it would have been acceptable.
As a major, mainstream release, it was a failure.

art work ® work of art

art work— (also: art-work) a fine painting, piece of sculpture,
etc.: They dreamed of great art-works, lovely compositions,
impassioned song.

work of art—1. = art work I: Whether buying stocks or works
of art he adopted the same technique. 2. (hyperbolic) said of
smth. very skillfully made: His own papers were works of art
on which he labored with loving care.

as a last resort ® in the last resort

as a last resort—as a last means; when everything else has
been tried and failed: The imprisonment of a child should be
used only as a last resort.

in the last resort—ultimately; in the end: He was worried
about his production figures. In the last resort it was the
human factor that counted.

as a man ° like a man

as a man—1. (of a group of people) acting unanimously and
at exactly the same time (also: as one man): They came forward
as a man to welcome their leader. 2. in respect of smb.’s per-
sonal character: The stature he acquired both as a man and a
leader gave added impetus and credibility to the movement.
3. in the manner appropriate to men, as opposed to women:
Mary, still dressed as a man, was soon recruited to Rackham’s
crew.

like @ man—1. in the manner of a brave and honest man: I
think, if you haven’t the guts to act like a man, you ought to
leave this girl alone. 2. in one’s normal condition of mind and
body: I never had anyone in my life before like this family
who make me feel like a man again.



as a matter of fact

as a matter of fact ¢ fact of the matter is, the

as a matter of fact—as it happens; actually: As a matter of
fact, I recently found two small stories that provoked more
thought than the other articles I read.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase as a matter of course— as part of a standard procedure;
as smth. that one expects automatically to happen: Medical in-
surance is provided for students by the Institute as a matter
of course.

Jact of the matter is, the—the essential or important thing is:
The fact of the matter is that she only married me because
Zeeman wouldn’t get a divorce, and she was punishing him.

as a reward for something ® in reward for some-
thing

as a reward for something —is used of smth. given to reward
a person: I receive as a reward for my services a post with
which I am well satisfied.

in reward for something—is used with reference to the reason
for the reward: He was presented with a gold watch in reward
for his services.

as anything ° like anything

as anything— an intensifier used as part of an informal com-
parison: Natasha was one of these people who'’s nice as any-
thing until you don’t do something she says.

like anything—(coll.) do smth. with great energy or enthu-
siasm: He waved to us and we waved back like anything.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase like nothing on earth— (coll.) 1. extremely strange; highly
unusual: You may yet meet with a lumbering native bear, like
nothing on earth so much as a child’s woolly toy. 2. feeling or
looking very ill or miserable: That dreadful period when you're
just coming out of an anesthetic and feeling like nothing on

carth is not the time when you want a visitor.

as big as a barn * as big as all outdoors

as big as a barn—very large: The restaurant is as big as a
barn —and as plain and welcoming as a farmhouse kitchen.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
as big as they come— used of a size not likely to be exceeded: 1f
he did really catch a 20 Ib. salmon, he was lucky; that’s about
as big as they come.

as big as all outdoors—1. very vast and spacious: The store
room is as big as all outdoors. 2. huge; great: Bob likes a chal-
lenge that’s as big as all outdoors.

Note: Neither expression is related in meaning to the phrase
as big as life— (also: as large as life) used of smb. actually present,
especially in a place where a person is not supposed to be: 1
thought Tom had gone to Europe. There he is, as big as life.

as far © so far

as far—(also: this far) to a specified point or place: They
opened more clinics since people couldn’t travel as far for med-
ical care.

so far—1. until now; up to the present time: There has not
so far been any book-length study focused on postmodernism.
2. = as far: It really makes you think about how amazing it is
that you can travel so far in one day.

as far as © so far as

as far as—1. up to a point or place mentioned: We went as
far as the Marble Lodge, a keeper’s cottage, and came back
the same way. 2. to the extent that: As far as I can tell, people
reply according to what their experience and knowledge is and
to the best of their ability.

so far as— = as far as 2: So far as | can remember, I've always
been success-driven and goal-oriented, and all it’s gotten me
is a mediocre job.
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as far as one can see ® as far as the eye can see

as far as one can see—in one’s opinion: Pete wants nothing
serious because as far as he can see we wouldn’t get along be-
cause we argue all the time.

as far as the eye can see—to the very horizon: A panorama
of Lake Michigan and dunes stretching as far as the eye can
see unfolds before you.

as good as © as well as

as good as—practically; almost: He as good as promised me
the job.

as well as—in addition: We will travel by night as well as
by day.

as hell ¢ like hell

as hell— (coll.) extremely; very much (is used to intensify ad-
Jjectives): Nobody believed him of course, and this made him
sore as hell.

like hell—1. (interj.) not at all; on the contrary (is used to
emphatically contradict a statement): “I've quite enjoyed it
here.” “Like hell I have,” she added under her breath. 2. (coll.)
madly; frantically (75 used to intensify verbs): 1 fired when some-
thing came into my sights and then turned like hell as some-
thing fired at me!

as is ® as it is

as is—just the way it is (usually said of goods that may be
slightly damaged, without guarantee, etc.): We bought this
samovar as is from an antique dealer.

as it is—1. = as is: It was actually a demo but the producers
were so impressed with the quality that they took it as it is. 2.
in the actual state of affairs; as the situation is: He might have
been killed; as it is he was severely injured.

as it was ® as it were

as it was—1. just the way it was (usually said of goods that
may be slightly damaged, without guarantee, erc.): The family
bought the estate as it was: ruined, discredited, its buildings
in bad condition. 2. in the actual state of affairs; as the situa-
tion was: If we had been able to find a taxi, we should have
caught the train. As it was we were late.

as it were—in a way; so to speak: He was, as it were, the
missing link between the artist and the commercial public.

as much ¢ as much again

as much—1. is used to express equality with the amount
specified: The Irish Independent also reports that we've never
earned as much. 2. think or say virtually the same thing: That
a plant will be built is not in doubt: the Government has said
as much.

as much again—twice as much: People who sell you goods
earn as much again if they sell you this insurance too.

as of now ® for now

as of now—from this moment: It’s been over a month and
a half and still no word. So, as of now I will never order there
again.

for now—temporarily; for the time being: The status quo
may be good enough for now, but it’s not good enough for
tomorrow.

as one man ® to a man

as one man— (of a group of people) acting unanimously and
at exactly the same time (a/so: as a man): As he uttered these
words, the members of the convention rose as one man to
their feet.

to a man—(also: to the last man) 1. (of a group of people)
every person without exception: The inhabitants, almost to a
man, had left the city. 2. (of combatants) keep fighting until
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none is left alive: The Persian army closed in on them, and
the Spartans died fighting to a man.

as security © for security

as security—1. as a pledge against possible financial loss: It
is not unusual to require one or more partners to pledge their
own property as security for a loan. 2. as a guarantee for the
performance of some action: Three of the leading men were
seized as security. The Mayor paid the sum and the “bonds”
men were released.

for security—in order to ensure safety from possible harm:
For security, the door was chained as well as locked.

as thick as peas in a pod ° like two peas in a pod

as thick as peas in a pod— (also: as thick as peas in a shell) in-
timate or very friendly: He and I are as thick as peas in a pod.
He comes to me with most of his troubles.

like two peas in a pod—very similar; almost exactly alike:
She and Karen are like two peas in a pod — they both sing in
clubs, share the same dirty laugh, smoke the same brand of
cigarettes.

ask another ¢ ask me another

ask another—is used as an expression of boredom or a
protest against a worn-out joke: “I say, Joe, when’s a door not
a door?” “Oh, ask another.”

ask me another—is used to tell that one does not know the
answer: “Are you fond of birds, uncle Nic?” “Ask me another,
Greta!”

ask for someone’s hand ¢ ask someone for a hand

ask for someone’s hand —propose to a woman: I've told him
I have asked for your hand in marriage and that you've rejected
me.

ask someone for a hand—1. ask smb. to help in what one is
doing: Sometimes you feel a bit stupid asking someone for a
hand. 2. ask the audience, etc. for applause: Asking the audi-
ence for a hand for the band he showed his confidence in their
abilities.

ask someone in © ask someone out

ask someone in—invite a person into one’s home, office, etc.:
I sent them my information and they asked me in for an in-
terview.

ask someone out—invite a person out to a disco, restaurant,
etc.: I am just not too sure about how to ask her out.

ask someone to leave ¢ ask someone’s leave

ask someone to leave—1. ask a person to depart from a place:
She said that what she had heard was self-explanatory and
asked him to leave. 2. dismiss smb. from employment: The
company thought it did not look good, so they asked him to
leave. They are very concerned about integrity...

ask someone’s leave— (formal) ask smb.’s permission: When
he offered her freedom to do as she wished, she asked his leave
to join the Order.

ask the question ® put the question

ask the question—1. call to a person for an answer to or about
smth.: I heard your voice tremble as you asked me the ques-
tion. 2. (Horse races) call upon the horse for a special effort: I
asked King Lud the question. He answered in the most gen-
erous manner possible and won.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase beg the question—1. take for granted the very point that
needs to be proved: You're simply begging the question in as-
suming that O’Neill wasn't a racist. 2. used to indicate that the
question really ought to be addressed: This year’s budget deficit
is half a trillion dollars. This begs the question: how are we
going to balance the budget?

at a good price

put the question—ask those present at a meeting, etc. to
record their votes for or against the proposal: I must put the
question to the House, and the House must say “Aye” or “No.”

assimilate something into something ® assimilate
something to something

assimilate something into something—adapt smth. making it
part of a larger group: The costs of assimilating a traffic artery
into an existing urban area are a massive community burden.

assimilate something to something—make smth. like smth.
else: The laws of the defeated country were assimilated to
those of the stronger country.

associate with someone ® be associated with some-
one

associate with someone—spend a lot of time in smb.’s com-
pany (especially if that person is objectionable): Those extra-
moralists refuse to associate with a convict legally pardoned.

be associated with someone—be connected in people’s mind
with smb. (because of common interests, etc.): He was asso-
ciated with, although he never joined, the British environ-
mentalists.

at a birth  at birth  at the birth

at a birth—during a single act of reproduction: Cats some-
times have four or five young at a birth.

at birth—at the time when a baby or an animal is born: No
animal at birth is mature or perfect in intelligence.

at the birth—1. present or attending during the birth:
Josephine did not want her husband at the birth of her own
children. 2. during the emergence of smth.: The UN had been
the indispensable midwife at the birth of their country.

ata clap ® in a clap

at a clap —(dated) with one effort; at once: It was a good
occasion to kill all Caesar’s Enemies at a clap.

in a clap —(dated) in a moment; immediately (also: in a clap
or two): Our Master will be on us all now in a clap.

at a distance ® in the distance

at a distance—1. not too near: This is where you get truly
wonderful views of the Acropolis — seeing it at a distance, the
Parthenon grows more impressive. 2. a long way away from
smth. in time: Remembering this disaster at a distance, I now
feel sure that it was not her fault.

in the distance—far away: A sliver of an island appeared in
the distance. The plane made a wide turn and continued its
slow descent.

at a draft ® on draft

at a drafi— drink all of smth. during one continuous action
of swallowing: He drank half a pint of beer at a draft.

on draft— (usually of beer) served from a barrel and not sold
in bottles: We had no beer on draft and a handful of bottled

beers.

at a glance * at first glance

at a glance— notice smth. immediately without having to
look carefully: When I warm up for a road race I can usually
tell at a glance the newcomers to the sport.

at first glance — (also: at first sight) when first seen or consid-
ered: This arrangement pleases at first glance, but soon fatigues
the eye by its uniformity.

at a good price ® at a goodly price

at a good price—1. sell at a fairly high price: It’s wise to look
far ahead in order to use the market to your advantage and
sell at a good price. 2. buy at a very low price (also: at a great
price): He lends people hospital beds, which he happened to

get at a good price.



at a heat

at a goodly price—1. buy at a fairly high price: He purchased
the fabric at a goodly price, which drove up the cost on the
finished product. 2. = a# a good price 1: The Venus, being a
rare and beautiful example of Roman sculpture, might well

be sold at a goodly price.

at a heat © in heat

at a heat— (coll.) at a single intense effort or action: The
new articles having been “thrown off at a heat,” stood partic-
ularly in want of re-revision.

in heat— (of animals) in the state of sexual excitement during
the breeding season (a/so: on heat): “I'm no bitch in heat,” she
said between tight teeth, “take your paws off me.”

See also: at a white heat / in a dead beat.

at a moment ® at the moment

at a moment—at one point in time (out of many): He looked
up from the desk, caught her at a moment when, against her
will, tears had filled her eyes.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase in a moment—1. in a very short time: The maids are
busy preparing your room but they will be done in a moment.
2. = at a moment: He forced the responsibility of two lives
upon me, and, in a moment of indecision, I failed them.

at the moment—1. at present; just now: There are twenty
residents in a converted private house, and at the moment
many of them share a room. 2. at a specific point in time:
That gentleman was really ruined, and that at the moment
when he was about to attain his end.

at a price ® at the price

at a price—1. bought or sold at a high cost; very expensive:
There’s fresh asparagus in the shops —at a price! 2. at the cost
of much effort and sacrifice: Such is his grip on the market,
though it is one obtained at a price.

at the price—1. at the cost indicated: Other wines difficult
to beat at the price include three good dry whites from Hun-
gary. 2. at the expense of smth.: The issue will be whether the
government will introduce the harsh measures at the price of
its own popularity.

at a push ° at one push
at a push— (coll.) if compelled by need or circumstances:
We can sleep seven or eight people in the house at a push.
at one push—with one act of pushing: Do not press the
shutter at one push, or otherwise the photograph may be
blurred.

at a run ® on the run

at a run— moving at a running pace: Suddenly, there he
was, at a run, hurrying my son to unpack the rifle and climb
the mountain with him.

on the run— (predic.)—1. running: Although I am perfectly
still, I find myself taking quick short breaths, as if I too am
on the run. 2. (also: on the trot) busy moving from one task to
another: It was vacation, and I shouldn’t feel bad if I am not
on the run every minute of the day. 3. (also: on the trot) run-
ning away from prison, the police, etc.: He went to meet a
Franc- Tireur who was on the run after killing several Germans.
4. (of troops) retreating; severely defeated: They all believed
that this first success should be fully exploited while the enemy
was on the run.

at a stretch ¢ on the stretch

at a stretch—1. continuously; without interruption: It was
impossible to work for more than an hour or so at a stretch.
2. by making a special effort; by stretching one’s resources:
We have provided food for fifty people, but we might be able

to make it do for sixty at a stretch.
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on the stretch—1. tightened and extended: By the inspiratory
effort the elastic tissue of the lungs is put on the stretch. 2. =
at a stretch I: Though several cars remained stranded for hours
on the stretch, the situation was brought under control. 3.
(coll.) using exaggerated statements: He’s always on the
stretch.... He never tells the truth except by mistake. 4. (of
nerves) in the state of tension: The insects whirred and buzzed
and the noise kept Harry’s nerves on the stretch. 5. (also: ar
full stretch) working as hard as possible: Me and my stoker
were on the stretch all the time attending to the engine.

at a stroke © at the stroke

at a stroke—suddenly and with a single action or effort:
Some companies were in trouble because Mr. Heath changed
strategy at a stroke.

at the stroke—at exactly the time stated or agreed upon: We
agreed to meet for lunch, and he arrived at the stroke.

at a time ® at one time

at a time—1. simultaneously: We present items, three at a
time, and ask informants to pick the one that is most different
from the other two. 2. is used of a particular period of time:
She grew up in the capital at a time when its artistic life was
at its most brilliant.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at times— now and then: Our work is cut out for us,
even though it can be heartbreaking at times.

at one time—1. = at a time 1: Lets start the dance again, all
at one time. 2. at some time in the past: At one time most
school teachers were men.

at a walk ® in a walk

at a walk—at the ordinary gait: He watched her as she went
past at a walk.

in a walk— (coll.) 1. quickly and without much thought: If
you bother me too much, I’ll leave you in a walk! 2. easily and
without effort: Sunday is election day, and Viktor Yushenko
is expected to win in a walk.

at a white heat ¢ in a dead heat

at a white heat—in a state of intense or extreme emotion: I
saw him once while at a white heat of vexation in the library
of the White House.

in a dead heat—(of a race, etc.) finishing at practically the
same time: The horses came to the finish in a dead heat, and,
without a photograph, the results were too close to call.

See also: at a heat / in heat.

at a word ® in a word

at a word—following the word of command: At a word
from the guard they all splashed into the water and washed
their faces thoroughly.

in a word— (introductory or parenthetical) briefly; in short:
Another morning came, but no wife. In a word, she was never
heard of more.

at all events ® in any event

at all events—anyhows; at any rate: Our landlady may be a
bad cook, but at all events she does her best.

in any event—whatever may happen: I hope to go tomorrow;
in any event I shall go before Saturday.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
in either event— no matter which of two possibilities happens:
You will be notified on the phone or via e-mail. In either
event, we will not charge your credit card for a product until
it is shipped to you.

at all hours ® at any hour
at all hours—continuously, especially at unusual or irregular
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times: His songs are heard everywhere in the country and at
all hours. Cf: until all hours — (also: until all hours of the night)
until very late ar night: 1 lived the crazy life of a student—
studying until all hours, living in front of my computer, all
that.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at all times—on all occasions; always: The accessibility
of Italy upon this side was at all times a matter of anxiety to
her rulers.

at any hour—at any time; whenever one chooses: The
knowledge that he might at any hour be called upon stimu-
lated his studies of his duties.

See also: at any one time / at any time.

at an end © at the end

at an end—1. said of smth. used up or exhausted: I must
warn you that my patience is almost at an end. 2. be finished;
be over: When a checkmate is obtained, the game is at an end.

at the end—1. in the last part of smth.: I think the film’s a
bit weak at the end. 2. in the farthest part of smth.: The tube
is very short and closed at the end.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
in the end—1. finally; ultimately: Three months were spent in
the drafting of a document which in the end was rejected. 2.
taking one thing with another; as things turn out: In the end,
boys and girls don’t communicate the same way.

at any cost ® at any price

at any cost—regardless of how much effort or sacrifice is
needed: In plain English, it is murder, and it must be stopped
at any cost.

at any price—1. = at any cost: Peace at any price will not be
a long peace. There will be more price to pay, over and over
again. 2. (negat.) is used to state that under no circumstances
will one accept or do smth.: 'm going to leave you. I can’t
stand my father-in-law at any price.

at any one time ® at any time

at any one time—on each separate occasion: These were
what were known as “bottle shops,” and could not sell less
than a bottle of spirits at any one time.

at any time—1. at any given moment: The navigational sys-
tem enabled our bombers to know exactly where they were at
any time en route to Germany. 2. at a time which may be very
soon: We may need the trucks at any time. I'll phone if I want
you to roll them. 3. at any time one chooses: Anyone is wel-
come to join in at any time during the day. 4. no matter when;
whenever: If at any time you have questions, please feel free
to call.

See also: at all hours / at any hour.

at arm’s length ¢ close at hand

at arm’s length—1. as far away from one as one can reach
with the arm: The curtains fell together as the girl and the
man stood at arm’s length from one another. 2. away from
close contact or familiarity: Deep inside she does have a bit of
affection for him, but their rivalry has her keeping him at
arm’s length.

close at hand—1. near enough; in close proximity: The
monks were always mindful to establish themselves where
there was water close at hand. 2. on close inspection: He was
found, close at hand, to be no mean acrid man; but at heart
a healthful, strong, sagacious man. 3. (of an event, etc.) coming
on shortly: This was the moment at which the fortunes of
Montague reached the meridian. The decline was close at

hand.

at best ® at one’s best
at best— (introductory or parenthetical) even under the most
favorable conditions: He can only tie the score, at best.

at full strength

at one’s best— (predic.) said of smb. in the best state or con-
dition: Although he was not at his best, he won the match.

at call » within call

at call—(also: on call) 1. (of a doctor, etc.) available if re-
quired: She served as president, then ... twenty years as treas-
urer, always at call, and handling the money carefully. 2. (of
money, etc.) available on demand: As a first step, I secured my
vast property, so that the income would be certain, and always
at call.

within call—near enough to be summoned by calling: Ross
was still away on duty, and there was nobody except the native
servants within call.

at command ¢ in command ® on command

at command—said of smth. at one’s disposal (and ready to
be used): A constant supply of hot water is at command over
the whole house.

in command—1. having the authority to command: Like all
those who are seldom in command, the master was propor-
tionally tyrannical and abusive. 2. having control over a situ-
ation: He was looking more relaxed and in command than
ever before.

on command—at the order given: On command the mother
ship would have oriented itself and determined when to launch
its subsatellites.

at danger © in danger

at danger — (of a signal on a railway line, etc.): in the position
giving a warning of danger: A signal is said to be “on,” when
it is at danger.

in danger—at risk: The euphoria which accompanies alti-
tude sickness robs the pilot of the opportunity of recognizing
that he is in danger.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase on the danger list—(of a patient in the hospital) dan-
gerously ill: Five patients on the danger list were slightly better,
the hospital said.

at dusk © in the dusk

at dusk—at the time when the twilight is setting in: The
cathedral is closed to the public at dusk each day.

in the dusk—surrounded by the dusk; while it is dusk: One

cannot see very far in the dusk.

at first © first of all

at first—in the beginning; originally: At first I disliked
spinach, but now I quite love it.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase from the first— from the start: Although he found En-
glish difficult he liked it from the first.

forst of all—before anything else: First of all, we need to de-
cide who to invite.

at full length  at great length

at full length—1. with the body stretched out and flat: He
never walked again, but was drawn about lying at full length
in a sort of bed-carriage. 2. describing smth. thoroughly and
in detail: The purism of modern times would not allow me to
give this story at full length.

at great length— = at full length 2: He went on at great
length about his favorite hobby.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase at length—1. = at great length: He dwelt at length
on the considerable opposition to the entry of Britain into the
Common Market. 2. after a long time or pause: At length he
spoke again, softly, as if he was debating with himself.

at full strength ° in full strength

at full strength—1. working or performing at maximum ca-



at full time

pacity: Four refineries that were shut down are now operating
at full strength. 2. (of @ group of people) with all its members
present: Although none of our teams were at full strength they
all put in spirited performances.

in full strength— (also: in full force) = at full strength 2: The
ladies were in full strength ... each of them bringing a dish
prepared by themselves.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
with all one’s strength— using as much physical effort as one
can: He looped the rope over the branch and pulled with all

his strength.

at full time ¢ in the fullness of time

at full time—reaching the normal mass or dimension: At
full time the fetus weighs from six and one-half to eight
pounds.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase full time—1. the regular number of hours allotted to daily
or weekly work: All the factories we visited were running full
time. 2. (also: high time) time when smth. should be done at
once: The vessel is going to pieces, and it is full time for all
who can, to leave her.

in the fullness of time—at the proper or destined time: In
the fullness of time, your children and your in-laws become
friends.

at hand ¢ in hand
at hand— (also: on hand) within easy reach; close by: Keep
a good dictionary at hand as you write. Proofread carefully.
in hand—1. said of smth. being dealt with: If you apply
yourself to the job in hand, you’ll soon finish it. 2. (also: on
hand) in one’s possession: Sometimes it is a better idea to bor-
row money than to wait until you have the money in hand.

at hazard ° on the hazard

at hazard—1. at random; without plan: The following ex-
amples were selected at hazard. 2. at stake; in danger: Their
worldly interests were at hazard.

on the hazard— = at hazard 2: Messala’s whole fortune was
on the hazard.

at high pressure ® under high pressure

at high pressure—1. (of matter) when strongly pressed: Steam
and oxygen at high pressure are introduced at the lower end
of the gasifier. 2. acting with great energy and speed: As for
Robert, he, of course, was living at high pressure all round.

under high pressure—1. = at high pressure I: The new material
loses its resistance only under high pressure. 2. when strongly
persuaded or compelled: Working under high pressure for sus-

tained periods results in stress.

at home ® on home ground

at home— (predic.) very competent in smth. (with the im-
plication that it makes a person feel confident and relaxed):
Melanie is equally at home singing oratorio, jazz or performing
in musical theater.

on home ground—1. in the area where one works or lives: It
was nice to renew acquaintances of students I've taught and
to meet them on “home ground.” 2. = a# home: Godber is on
home ground, writing with cold-eyed affection about the
Yorkshire mining communities.

at home in something ¢ at home with something

at home in something—very competent in a particular sub-
ject (with the implication that it makes a person feel confident
and relaxed): Richard was at home in mathematics and physics
as well as Greek.

at home with something—feeling easy and confident about
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using smth.: From the day we arrived he was completely at
home with the camera.

at home to someone ® at home with someone

at home to someone—prepared and willing to receive visitors:
Mrs. Hill is not at home to anyone except relatives.

at home with someone—1. on friendly terms with smb.: She
described his charm as “magnetic” and said “he was at home
with everybody.” 2. feeling comfortable in a person’s company:
His genial manner made me feel quite at home with him.

at interest ® with interest

at interest— (of money) borrowed or lent on the condition that
interest is to be paid: The sum was placed in a bank at interest
and not to be drawn before a set maturity date.

with interest—1. (of money) paid with interest included: The
company will return your original investment to you with in-
terest. 2. return or repay with increase or addition: The boys
make monkey faces at me and I return the compliment with
interest.
at it ® in it

at it—1. hard at work exerting oneself: He never gives him-
self any rest; he’s always at it. 2. doing smth., especially repeat-
edly, of which the speaker disapproves: Those children lighting
fires in the park. So they are at it again, are they? 3. arguing
or quarrelling, especially when this happens repeatedly: There
they are at it now, with their caterwauling, squealing, all to-
gether. 4. (euph., sl.) indulging in sexual intercourse: The cou-
ple next door have been at it all night.

in it—taking part in an activity; engaged in smth.: There
is no money in boxing. Those of us who started it many years
ago are really not in it for the money.

at large © in large

at large—1. not in confinement or captivity: The suspect
was not found, and was still at large, police said. 2. unemployed;
without an occupation: Are you at large or have you any other
occupation? 3. is used of people in general: Did the people at
large approve of the government’s policy? 4. without definite
aim; at random: A single stroke well aimed returns a better
result than a score which are delivered at large. 5. at great length;
in detail: My mother and I talked at large on the subject.

in large— (also: in the large) as a whole: Are they pledging
allegiance to a piece of cloth rather than their family and
neighbors: their community in small and in large?

at last © at the last

at last—after much waiting or delay: It is an uplifting
thought that truth is to be told at last.

at the last—during the final period: Ah, but you never saw
him at the last. He was not at all what he used to be.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase at the last minute— at the last possible moment: The
plane took a nose dive. The pilot was able to bring it out at
the last minute...

b) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the phrase
at the latest— used of smth. that must happen at or before a par-
ticular time: Changes will become necessary by the autumn at
the latest.

at need © in need

at need—in time of need: They had the support of older
men whose experience could be called upon at need.

in need—requiring help: Many elderly people who are in
need fail to apply for a supplementary allowance.

at no time ® in no time
at no time—on no occasion; never: This organization has
at no time been an official subdivision of the Labor Party.
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in no time—very soon: Our lessons by professional instruc-
tors will have you phobia-free and swimming in no time.

at noon ® in the afternoon

at noon—in the middle of the day; at twelve oclock: The
committee will meet at noon on the third Monday of each
month.

in the afternoon—in the period between mid-day and eve-
ning: The morning will be set aside for committees to meet
and the full group will meet in the afternoon.

at one ® in one

at one—in agreement: Here is an inner core of Evangelism
in which all true believers are at one.

in one—combined; together: He is President, Chairman
and Secretary in one.

at one time and another © at one time or another

at one time and another—from time to time; occasionally:
He wanted the robust exchange of love and passion such as he
had had with her at one time and another.

at one time or another—1. = at one time and another: Most
people suffer from headaches at one time or another. 2. one
day; sooner or later: God has told the prophets that these
events will happen at one time or another.

at one’s back © on one’s back

at one’s back—1. said of smb. pursuing or chasing a person:
He hopped on the bike and tore out of the lot, as though the
hounds of hell were at his back. 2. said of smb. giving support
or protection to a person: He has the head of the Department
at his back.

on one’s back—1. said of smb. causing trouble to a person:
He wants to know who’s going to be Sheriff. That’s the person
who’s going to be on his back. 2. said of smb. being a burden
to a person (causing expense, etc.): We're the backbone of the
country, but you see, Bob, there’s too many people on our
backs.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase on one’s shoulders— being smb. s responsibility: Td like
to get the decision made as early as possible because I don’t
want to have it on my shoulders for the whole season.

at one’s command © under one’s command

at one’s command—1. at smb.’s word or phrase by which an
order is given: He presented, at her command, a rose that he
gathered. 2. ready to be used; at one’s disposal: Never was his
inventive force more flexible and more at his command.

under one’s command—under smb.’s charge or control: The
editorial policy of the Daily Mail was under his total com-
mand.

at one’s fingertips ® to one’s fingertips

at one’s fingertips — (of facts, information, etc.) readily avail-
able thanks to thorough knowledge (a/so: at one’s finger-ends):
Thanks to an excellent filing system, he has all the figures at
his fingertips.

to one’s fingertips— (also: to one’s finger-ends) completely;
thoroughly: Frank was a gentleman to his fingertips. He was

always good to meet and has a word for one and all.

at one’s risk © at risk

at one’s risk—accepting responsibility; agreeing to make no
claims: The consumer shall, at his risk, install and retain con-
trol over the equipment.

at risk—exposed to danger; subject to hazard: The initiative
aims at developing techniques for identifying individuals at
risk for heart attacks.

at sight

at one’s time of life ¢ in one’s lifetime

at one’s time of life—at one’s age (especially middle age): If
I can’t bear a bit of pain at my time of life 'm no sports-
woman.

in one’s lifetime—for the duration of one’s life; while a per-
son is alive: In my lifetime, four things have happened to rev-
olutionize farming.

at one’s worst ® at the worst

at one’s worst—said of smb. in the worst or most undesirable
state: Glennie was at her worst: still unchanged, wearing her
dirty forenoon wrapper.

at the worst—in the worst possible case: If a man played
long enough he was sure to win at last, or at the worst, not to
come off a loser.

at play ® in play

at play—1. playing games: It’s a bit like watching children
at play, creating an imaginative world that they believe in com-
pletely. 2. engaged in gambling (playing cards, etc.): This gen-
tleman has been at play at that there gaming-house over the
way.

in play—1. said of smth. done for amusement and not in-
tended to be taken seriously: Don’t be offended; I only said it
in play. 2. said of factors actively involved or having influence:
Mighty forces are in play in the present round of negotiations.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase in full play—in full action or operation; acting with full
force: A desperate fight was going on ... the rebel batteries
were in full play.

at present ® in the present

at present—right now; at this time (of @ situation that might
be temporary): John lives in London, but at present he is on
holiday abroad.

in the present—said of a period of time we are living in: She
thinks the world has always been the way it is now, in the
present. She probably thinks that George Washington com-
municated with Thomas Jefferson by email.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase for the present— for the time being; for now: We have
enough butter for the present, though we may have to buy

some more next week.

at quiet ® on the quiet

at quiet—at peace; in a state of calm or repose: The lives of
the poor people arrested were saved, and the country remained
at quiet.

on the quiet—said of smth. done privately or in secret: If
you are engaged and have got married on the quiet then there

is nothing to be ashamed of.

at short hand ¢ in short hand

at short hand— in the short term; quickly: The demo failed
because the problem could not be solved at short-hand.

in short hand—using a quick way of writing which utilizes
signs instead of words: He had attended all the lectures taking
them down in short-hand.

at sight ® in sight

at sight— (also: on sight) 1. shoot a person immediately on see-
ing him: Had we shot Jodl at sight, that piece of evidence
would never have been obtained. 2. reading music without
previous study: That pianist can read the most difficult music
atsight. 3. (of bank drafts, etc.) to be paid on presentation: I'll
give you a check at sight on the Pennsylvanian Bank.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at first sight— (also: at first glance) when first seen or con-
sidered, often with the implication that one’s first impression is
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probably wrong: At first sight, it would seem they have a point.
However, this reasoning is a bit short sighted.

in sight—1. within view: The small jet began to lose height,
and soon airport buildings, a runway, and taxi strips were in
sight. 2. in one’s mental or spiritual vision: His sagacious mind
immediately recognized and caught on to the only plan of sal-
vation in sight. 3. said of smth. likely to happen soon: That
such a development is not now in sight does not offer conclu-
sive proof of technical infeasibility.

at the back of something ® on the back of some-
thing
at the back of something—1. behind smth.: At the back of
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2. attending the conference: The gays at the conference were
all people who had “come out”— that is, openly declared
themselves to be homosexual.

in conference—busy at a meeting to discuss smth. or ex-
change views: He went to see the managing editor, but Percy
was in conference with the publisher.

at the cutting edge of something ¢ on the knife-
edge of something

at the cutting edge of something — (also: on the cutting edge of
something) involved in the most advanced developments in a
particular field: It is unrealistic to expect to be at the cutting
edge of the fashion industry for anything longer than fifteen

the house there was a large garden. 2. in the part which is far-
thest from the front: a room at the back of the house; a door
at the back of a building. 3. responsible for smth., especially
smth. bad: Mr. Tillotson is at the back of the plan to demolish
those fine old buildings.

on the back of something—1. on the reverse side of smth.:
On the back of the letter was a diagram. 2. in addition to
smth.; immediately following smth. (usually of an unfortunate
event): The child had the measles, and then on the back of

that came the scarlet fever.

at the beginning © to begin with

at the beginning— (also: in the beginning) initially; at first:
At the begining, he was simply darling to me. Lately, he is
distant and not very responsive.

to begin with—(also: to start with) 1. most importantly:
There were other considerations that made Dudley unsuitable.
To begin with he was already married.... 2. = at the beginning:
To begin with he was against the Turks, later he suddenly
changed policy and joined them for a short period.

at the bottom of something ® in the bottom of
something

at the bottom of something—1. in the lowest part outside
smth.: I stood there at the bottom of the steps. 2. in the part
farthest from the front: The poor relations were seated at the
bottom of the long table. 3. being the real cause of smth. un-
desirable: Greed lies at the bottom of our ecological predica-
ment.

in the bottom of something—in the lowest part inside smth.:
The fish we had caught were flopping about in the bottom of
the boat.

at the bottom of the bag ¢ at the bottom of the
barrel

at the bottom of the bag— (also: in the bottom of the bag) re-
maining as a last resource or possibility: If there’s one small
favour left at the bottom of the bag, clean-slate my bank ac-
count and credit history please.

at the bottom of the barrel— (also: in the bottom of the barrel)
among the worst or the least desirable elements of a group:
Corporations that don’t have time to deal with these issues
will find themselves at the bottom of the barrel.

at the conclusion ® in conclusion

at the conclusion—at the finish of an event or activity: At
the conclusion they remarked that it was a useful exercise and
perhaps should happen more often.

in conclusion—1. finally; in the end: He changed sides so
often, that in conclusion no side trusted him. 2. to sum up:
In conclusion, everybody has his own ways of expressing emo-
tions. In any case we should not let our rage out.

at the conference ® in conference
at the conference—1. in the course of the conference: A good
deal of discussion at the conference has been about pluralism.

years.

on the knife-edge of something— (also: on the razor’s edge of
something) on the brink of smth. bad or dangerous: The ex-
pansion of trade hasn’t closed the gap between those who live
on the cutting edge of the global economy and the billions
who live on the knife-edge of survival.

at the depth of something ® in the depth of some-
thing

at the depth of something—at a specified distance from the
top down: At the depth of 180 feet, at what was called the
third gallery, the width of ore was, as I have said, 45 feet.

in the depth of something—1. in the deepest or most central
part of smth.: In the depth of the valley, there is a lochan (the
diminutive of loch) of superlative beauty. 2. in the middle of
the winter or night (when the cold or darkness is most intense):
In the depth of winter it is quite enough to fire up twice in
the twenty-four hours.

at the end of something * in the end of something

at the end of something—1. in the farthest or last part of
smth.: The player tries to catch with his teeth a cherry sus-
pended at the end of a string. 2. at the finish of an event or
activity: The audience gave him a big hand at the end of the
performance. 3. at the conclusion of a period: The fully an-
glicized spelling genteel came in at the end of the 17th century.

in the end of something—1. = at the end of something I: 1 ad-
justed the knot in the end of the rope to be as a small as pos-
sible and as close to the end of the rope as possible. 2. = ar the
end of something 3: The latter pronunciation appears to have
been the only one in common use in the end of the 18th cen-
tury.

at the end of the day ° late in the day

at the end of the day— (coll.) after one has considered all the
relevant facts: The question at the end of the day is whether
the house is actually worth that amount.

late in the day—1. said of an action taken somewhat late
and consequently not fully effective: It’s a little late in the day
to start talking about policy changes. 2. eventually; at almost
the last possible time: It was the pensioners’ vote late in the
day which influenced the election of Mr. Simmons.

at the feet of someone * at the foot of something

at the feet of someone—on the floor in front of a person, es-
pecially to show homage: One of the lay-followers threw her
a cloak and ... she prostrated at the feet of the Buddha.

at the foot of something—at the bottom of hills and moun-
tains: The city stretches out at the foot of the mountain, low
houses dwarfed by the immensity of the snowcapped peak.

at the front ® on the front

at the front—1. (also: in front) in the position nearest to the
front part of smth.: A loudspeaker system is a box with a grille
at the front through which the sound comes. 2. fighting as a
member of the armed forces in a war: Women must keep the
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home industries going for the boys who were fighting at the
front.

on the front—1. on the foremost or most important side of
smth.: The label on the front of the packet lists the actual net
weight. 2. = at the front 2. While the Austrian troops were
falling back in collapse, German formations on the front re-
treated with discipline.

at the heart of something ¢ in the heart of some-
thing

at the heart of something—at the basis of smth.: The two-
stage module is at the heart of the plans to land two men on
the moon.

in the heart of something—in the central part of smth.: The
Verbas, another Bosnian river, rises in the heart of the coun-
try.

at the least © in the least

at the least— (also: at least) 1. at all events; anyway: The
process looks rather laborious but at the least it is not danger-
ous. 2. not less than: At the least a dozen ideas were considered
and rejected.

in the least—(negar.) to the smallest degree: So long as the
noise is satisfactory the musical quality does not trouble him
in the least.

at the market © in the market ® on the market

at the market—]1. offered for sale: The fact that the wheat
from the new crops appeared at the market, allowed to bring
down its deficit. 2. (Stock Exchange) at the current market
price: I never buy at the market. My orders are always a point
or two under the market price.

in the market—1. = at the market I: A substance from New
York has lately made its appearance in the market under the
name of butterine. 2. (for) trying to obtain smth. specified:
Not everybody watching the advertisement is in the market
for our products.

on the market— = at the market I: This vaccine won't be on
the market for another six months.

at the maximum ¢ to the maximum
at the maximum —is used of the largest possible quantity:
The regiment represents around 500 men at the maximum.
to the maximum —to the greatest degree possible: We must
exploit tactical surprise to the maximum.

at the minimum ° to the minimum

at the minimum —1. at least the amount or number specified:
They could accommodate 100 booths, 50 at the minimum.
2. at the very least: At the minimum we would be under pres-
sure to reveal the names.

to the minimum —to the smallest degree possible: Delay in
the hearing of cases should be reduced to the minimum.

at the outside ® on the outside

at the outside—as the highest possible figure: This woman
is young, I suppose at the outside not thirty.

on the outside—1. on the outer surface: Make sure the con-
tents are clearly labeled on the outside. 2. (s/.) out of prison:
The funny thing is — on the outside, I was an honest man. I
had to come to prison to be a crook.

at the ready ° in readiness

at the ready— (of a weapon) in readiness for immediate use:
He stalked along, one hand swinging free, the other with his
machete held at the ready.

in readiness—1. in a ready or prepared state: Stacks of “no
parking” cones were dotted in readiness round the village.
2. ready or prepared to do smth.: The admiral gave orders for
the troops to be in readiness to land.

at the time of something

at the rise ® on the rise

at the rise— at the start of smth.; at an early stage in smth.:
The book portrays American cities at the rise of industrialism.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at rise—(Theater) when the rising curtain discloses a
scene: At rise we see an interview room with a desk and simple
furnishings.

on the rise—1. on the increase: The stealing of intellectual
property is on the rise. 2. (of prices) going up: Now, with an
improving economy, gas prices are on the rise.

at the same time * in the same time

at the same time—1. in addition; as well: The method re-
duced the cost of processing information and at the same time
accelerated the speed of producing data. 2. at the same mo-
ment; simultaneously: The same stock may be quoted at the
same time in the exchange markets of distant places. 3. nev-
ertheless (75 used to express reservation): That's all fine and well,
but at the same time it seems increasingly unlikely that we
will achieve these goals.

in the same time—taking the same amount of time: This
explains why a planet travels from point A to point B in the
same time that it takes to cover the much shorter span between

Cand D.

at the side of someone ® on the side of someone

at the side of someone — (coll.) compared with another person:
She is quite clever at the side of other girls.

on the side of someone—giving support to smb. in a conflict,
etc.: Despite Callas’ harsh nature, she was always on the side
of her students.

at the side of something ® on the side of some-
thing

at the side of something—situated or placed beside smth.:
He fancied he heard the tramp of a troop of horse at the side
of the wood.

on the side of something—1. = at the side of something: As 1
was driving I passed the car on the side of the road again. This
time the lights were not on. 2. on the side surface of smth.:
The Stock Exchange waiter strikes three strokes with a mallet
on the side of a rostrum before making formal declaration. 3.
supporting smth.; in favor of smth.: Normally, and as a whole,
human law is on the side of divine order.

at the sight of someone © in the sight of someone

at the sight of someone—on seeing a person: Does running
away at the sight of the police give officers reason enough to
stop and search you on the street?

in the sight of someone—1. near enough to be seen by a per-
son: He was brutally killed in the sight of the townspeople. 2.
in a person’s opinion; as regarded by smb.: In the sight of the
world, they were a happily married couple.

at the start ® to start with

at the start— (also: at the beginning) initially; at first: At the
start he was merely an incompetent abroad, but being a man
of intelligence he adapted quickly.

to start with— (also: to begin with) 1. as a first consideration;
most importantly: Kurosawa’s tale wasn’t all that original to
start with — it was lifted from Hammet’s Red Harvest. 2. = a¢
the start: To start with, she was both advising customers and
working on the counter but she quickly progressed to concen-
trate on providing advice.

at the time of something ¢ in the time of some-
thing

at the time of something—at the particular point of time: I
was in India at the time of my father’s death.



at the top of the heap

in the time of something— (also: in the times of something)
during the period associated with smth.: The payment of an-
nates had originated in the time of the crusades.

at the top of the heap * on top of the world

at the top of the heap —(also: at the top of the tree) 1. as high
as possible in one’s career or profession: Regardless of who is
at the top of the heap in our government we are still the most
diverse nation. 2. of the highest rank within a group of items:
At the top of the heap are private colleges and universities such
as Yale, Williams and Harvard which are world renowned.

on top of the world—extremely happy: I was on top of the
world and it seemed like just the beginning of a long and glo-
rious career.

at the top of the tree ® up a tree

at the top of the tree—(also: at the top of the heap) 1. as high
as possible in one’s career or profession: You're asking us to
believe that a man right at the top of his particular tree, is
going to commit forgery. 2. of the highest rank within a group
of items: You may be selling products on behalf of another
company, or you might be the company at the top of the
tree...

up a tree—1. (coll.) in trouble or difficulty (also: up a gum-
tree): The news that no hotel accommodations were obtainable
left me rather up a tree. 2. (5/.) alcohol intoxicated: Only two
glasses of booze and he was up a tree for sure.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase up the pole—(51.) 1. (UK) confused or muddled: The
Pope told Galileo that he was up the pole for pretending the
world was round. 2. (Irish) pregnant: “Is she up the pole?”
“Better ask Seymour that.”

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
out of one’s tree— (s.) crazy; lacking common sense: 1 do believe
that Bill was out of his tree when he made this decision.

at the trail ® on the trail

at the trail—(Military) carrying a rifle in the right hand,
the arm at full length, and the gun horizontal: The volunteers
are in step, rifles are carried uniformly horizontal at the “trail.”

on the trail—1. following a path in a wild or uninhabited
region: In discrete valleys were a few cabins, and they stayed
in them or siwashed (camped on the trail). 2. following traces
or tracks in hunting: Jacob’s dog leads them into the woods
on the trail of a fox, and there they come upon the wreckage
of a small plane. 3. following smb.; in pursuit of a person:
The police are on the trail of a group of Satanists, believed to
have caused a young man’s death.

at the utmost © to the utmost

at the utmost— (also: at the most) not more than the number
or amount specified: The administration has promised to
spend one billion dollars at the utmost on the operation.

to the utmost—to the highest possible degree: The land and
the sea were exploited to the utmost for the islanders’ subsis-
tence.

at the view of someone ® in the view of someone

at the view of someone— at the sight of smb.; on seeing a
person: He tried not to laugh out loud at the view of his son
dressed like 2 woman.

in the view of someone—1. near enough to be seen by smb.:
She stood in the view of everybody and uttered that strange
prediction. 2. in the opinion of a person: In the view of the
magistrate, the offence was not a serious one.

at the view of something ¢ with the view of some-
thing

at the view of something—at the sight of smth.; on seeing
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smth.: As you step into the courtyard you are amazed at the
view of the trees, grass and flowers.

with the view of something—for the purpose of doing smth.:
He commenced a tour of the continent, with the view of ac-
quiring a knowledge of European life.

See also: in view of something / on view of something.

at this minute ¢ this minute

at this minute— (also: ar the minute) at present; just now:
She’s feeding the baby at this minute.

this minute—at once; immediately: You don’t have to make
a decision this minute.

at this time © this time

at this time—at present; now: A local man is under suspicion
but there isn’t enough evidence to justify an arrest at this time.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
at this time of day— in present circumstances; when things have
reached the stage they now have: It's no good changing our
minds at this time of day; we ought to have done that before.

this time—on this occasion: With the new scroll placed on
the bulletin board, all may see who made the honor roll this
time.

at work ® in work

at work—1. at one’s place of employment: He’s at work now,
but he’ll be back at six. 2. engaged in a particular activity:
The poor woman was still hard at work at an ironing-table.
3. having a particular influence or effect: The same disastrous
processes are at work in the whole of this area.

in work—1. having employment: He has been out of work
for a year. He'll be glad to be in regular work again. 2. in
process of preparation or completion: The company has three
films in work right now. 3. (of @ horse) in training: I had two
horses in work during November and December.

Note: a) The expression does not fully correlate in meaning
with the phrase in the works— = in work 2: A plan of reor-
ganization is reported to be now in the works.

b) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the phrase
in labor— experiencing the pains and efforss of childbirth: Vane
had been in labor for eight hours before her twin daughters
were finally born.

attach oneself to someone ° attach to someone
attach oneself to someone—associate with a person; become
smb.’s constant companion: Fred seems to have attached him-
self to a much older woman.
attach to someone— (of blame, fault, etc.) become fixed onto
a person: A lot of guilt attaches to Henry for his part in the plot.

attached home ¢ semi-detached house

attached home—(U.S.) a house attached to another house
on the other side of the shared wall: One son lives in an at-
tached home adjacent to our home.

semi-detached house—(UK) = attached home: What are peo-
ple’s experiences of having a piano in a semi-detached house?
Does it depend on how thin the walls are?

attempt at something ® attempt on something

attempt at something—an effort to do smth.: This publica-
tion is the first attempt at a representation of our knowledge
about vitamins and avitaminoses.

attempt on something—1. an act of trying to accomplish
smth. difficult: When he makes his next attempt on the world’s
record, he will be using a “jet-propelled” speed-boat. 2. (in
the phrase “attempt on someone’s life”) an act of trying to kill
smb. (usually of an unseccessful attack or assault): Musharraf
survived a second attempt on his life when attackers rammed
a car bomb into his motorcade.
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attend on someone ® attend to someone

attend on someone—1. act as a servant; carry out smb.’s
wishes: A king would have as many as one hundred people
attending on him. 2. give personal help to smb. (as a nurse,
doctor, etc.): Jane has been attending on her sick mother for
years.

attend to someone—1. give one’s attention to smb.: Attend
to me, children, I shan’t repeat these instructions. 2. = attend
on someone 2: She was attending to her sick grandmother when
her father came to the door.

attend something © attend to something

attend something—1. go to or be present at an event: Prince
Harry attended the ceremony along with other members of
the Royal Family. 2. go regularly to an institution such as a
school, etc.: As a child, he attended church services with his
parents. 3. occur along with smth.: In contrast to the air of
celebration which usually attended the sailings of these super-
tankers, there was an air of gloom.

attend to something— (also: tend to something) take care of
smth.; deal with smth.: They ought to attend to the business
without unnecessary delay.

attract someone’s attention ® draw someone’s at-
tention

attract someone’s attention—get the attention of a person:
She spoke loudly to attract everyone’s attention.

draw someone’s attention—make a person especially aware
of smth.: The judge drew the attention of the jury to this de-
tail.

au fait © in fact

au fait—(Fr., UK sl.) familiar with something: We deem
it’s important that you be au fait with another concept.

in fact—in reality; actually: In fact, it was a wonder anyone
survived in the circumstances.

aural signal © oral signal

aural signal—a signal perceived by the ear: Where an aural
signal is used in a building security system, a corresponding
visual signal must be provided.

oral signal—a signal transmitted by speech: They need to
be able to communicate with the minimum of oral signals
when the engine is running.

Austral English ¢ Australian English

Austral English—the variety of English spoken by most in-
habitants of Australia and New Zealand: The term Austral
English is sometimes used to cover the language of the whole
of Australasia.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase Austral language—the language of the Austral Islands
(an archipelago in the South Pacific inhabited by Polynesians):
The origin of the Khasis is still an enigma.... Their language
is considered a branch of austral languages.

Australian English—the variety of English spoken by most
inhabitants of Australia: There is Australian English, and
American English, and Indian English — recognizable ... as a
matter of idiom and accent.

autograph book ® autographed book

autograph book —a book in which signatures of famous peo-
ple are collected: As I turn the pages of my autograph book
now, each name encapsulates its own little bit of history.

autographed book —a book bearing the author’s own signa-
ture: In this first edition autographed book, Eugene Cernan
describes his personal involvement in mankind’s reach for the
moon.

back bench, the

autographed copy ® autographic copy

autographed copy—a copy of a book, etc. signed by the au-
thor: On the day of its publication, Hank had gone jubilantly
to Isobel’s back door, armed with an autographed copy for
her and her husband.

autographic copy—the original copy written by the author:
The Library of Congress houses the autographic copy of the
Declaration of Independence with corrections by Thomas Jef-
ferson himself.

avenge oneself on someone ® avenge someone

avenge oneself on someone — (also: revenge oneself on someone)
get even with a person in return for an offence or injury in-
flicted on oneself: He has avenged himself on those who be-
trayed him.

avenge someone— (also: revenge someone) get satisfaction for
an offence or injury done to another person: If Hamlet wants
to avenge his father, what stands in his way?

avoid arrest ® evade arrest

avoid arrest—escape being arrested: The government failed
to prove that he left Montana with the intent to avoid arrest
or prosecution.

evade arrest—escape being arrested, especially for a pro-
longed period, by cleverness, deceit, etc.: The two men have
managed to evade arrest but they have done so in different
ways.

B

babe in Christ ¢ child of God

babe in Christ—a newly-made convert to Christianity: Sup-
pose a new Christian man comes from a not so ideal back-
ground, and there are elders that are not willing to deal with
this babe in Christ.

child of God—1. (also: God’s child) a human being born of
God, that is by God’s creation: The meanest peasant felt him-
self ennobled as a child of God. 2. a member of the untouch-
able class in Hindu society: She decided he was a Harijan, a

child of God, an untouchable.

baby blue-eyes ¢ blue-eyed babies

baby blue-eyes—a delicate California herb (Nemophila men-
ziesii) having blue flowers with dark spots: Baby Blue Eyes.
This beautiful porcelain blue flower is as delicate as its name.

blue-eyed babies—the plants Houstonia patens and Houstonia
caerulea: The names for the starry Houstonia are so charming
one scarcely knows which to choose. Blue-eyed Babies, Quaker
Ladies, Angel Eyes...

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase blue-eyed boys—people singled out for special favors by
smb. in authority: During this difficult period, farmers were

“blue-eyed boys.”
baby-minder ® babysitter

baby-minder—a woman who takes small children into her
own home and looks after them while their parents are at
work: The art of conversation cannot be acquired when eating
a solitary television supper with the baby-minder.

babysitter—a woman who goes to smb. else’s home to look
after small children while their parents are at work: Can’t you
find a babysitter and come over for dinner.

back bench, the ¢ back seat
back bench, the—1. (UK Parliament) members who do not



back drop

hold office: Those who sit on the back benches are members
of the governing party who are not ministers. These members
are known collectively as the back bench. 2. (U.S. Congress)
new members of Congress considered as a group: Reform often
comes from the back bench in Congress. Junior members have
the least to lose and the shortest (and usually cleanest) records.

back seat— (in the phrase ‘take a back seat”) a subordinate or
less important position: Serious writing took hold of my life
when I was in my teens, but with a long work schedule it took
a back seat.

back drop ° backdrop

back drop —a trampoline stunt in which from a bounce a
gymnast lands on his back and then rebounds to an erect po-
sition: When doing a back drop it is very easy for the recoil
of the bed to bring you back up to your feet.

backdrop —1. a cloth hung across the rear of a stage to serve
as scenic background: The vast shuffle area is a stage, with
theatrical lighting and backdrops rising as high as 85 feet.
2. the appropriate atmosphere for an event; the setting within
which smth. is viewed: Indochina is the backdrop for this
tensely written story.

See also: drop back / drop behind.
back-fire ® fire back

back-fire—1. (of an engine) undergo a mistimed explosion
in the cylinder with a loud noise: Some engines have a nasty
tendency to back-fire. 2. (of firearms) explode: He was held li-
able for allowing an unqualified teacher to supervise a shooting
competition during which a rifle backfired and injured a stu-
dent. 3. light a fire ahead of an advancing prairie-fire in order
to stop it: Man learned to back-fire, so but very few settlers
lost their lives from prairie-fires. 4. (of @ plan, etc.) have the
opposite effect to what was intended: One of McGraw’s
schemes back-fired on him.

fire back—1. return gunfire: Hanson switched the Schmeis-
ser regulator to single-shot and started to fire back. 2. = back-
fire I: If engine fires back into carburetor, do a few smooth in-
jections with the primer pump.

back in the saddle ¢ back on track

back in the saddle—back in a position of leadership or au-
thority: After having been out of office for two years, Governor
Jones won the election and was back in the saddle.

back on track—back to one’s normal activities: A view of
the San Francisco skyline, freshly showered and sparkling, un-
folded. I was back on track, both literally and figuratively.

back-light ® background light
back-light— (Photography) illumination of the subject from
behind to produce a highlight along its edge: Halo is the effect
obtained in portraiture when a strong back-light is used.
background light— (Photography) illumination of a set or
background: One 250-watt bulb is capable of giving enough
background light for a whole room.

back off from something ¢ back out of something

back off from something—withdraw from smth. one has
promised or agreed to do: Schultz continues to resent Syria’s
backing off from a peace agreement.

back out of something—1. move out of smth. backwards: He
slowly backed out of the room keeping his eye on the angry
dog all the time. 2. = back off from something: Buying at auction
can be risky, in part because buyers can’t back out of the sale.

back to basics ® back to square one

back ro basics—returning to the previously held fundamental
principles: In her quest to shape up, Rebekah shunned weight
loss clinics and fad diets, instead opting for a back-to-basics
approach.
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back to square one—returning to the starting-point of an
experiment, etc. because of failure or lack of progress: He put
forward this analysis of the latest development: “We are back

to square one.”

back to the drawing-board ® back to the salt mines

back to the drawing-board— dealing with the same matter
again (because smth. has gone wrong): They make presenta-
tions and if the proposal is rejected, it is back to the drawing
board.

back to the salt mines—returning to one’s work or another
duty which might be hard or unpleasant: I'd better get back
to the salt mines. I've got a lot of unfinished jobs.

backbite someone ® bite something back

backbite someone—slander the reputation of smb. who is
absent: People will backbite one another to any extent rather
than not be amused.

bite something back—hold back a remark one was about to
make: She wanted to tell him her real feelings, but she bit the
words back.

backtrack on something ® track back to something

backtrack on something—reverse one’s position or policy, es-
pecially as a result of other people’s opposition: He has back-
tracked on what he told the public during his campaign.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be back on track— return ro one’s normal activities:
Within a few months, she was back on track, selling to Cana-
dian shops through a distributor.

track back to something—follow smth. back to its source:
We will need to be able to track back to key decisions, and
understand why and how they were made.

backwoodsman ® woodsman

backwoodsman —1. a settler in the uncleared forest land: It
is this which gives that piquancy to the conversation of a back-
woodsman. 2. is used of a rough, uneducated person: He
sounded like a backwoodsman even in high hat. 3. (UK) a
member of the House of Lords who rarely attends that body:
This speech will encourage the backwoodsmen in the House
of Lords to take strong action.

woodsman — (also: woodman) a person who works or hunts
in the woods: By nature he was a woodsman and spent most
of his time roaming the forests in search of game.

bad apple © bad egg

bad apple—(coll.) a single bad person in a group (also: rotten
apple): Maybe she was the bad apple of the department, so I
made an appointment to meet with another woman.

bad egg—(coll.) a bad or despised individual (also: rotten
egg): Billy was a bad egg and spent most of his time trying to
deceive the villagers. Cf: good egg—(coll.) a proper and decent
person: Despite what most people around here think, I think

George is a good egg.
bad blood ° fresh blood

bad blood—enmity or bitterness among individuals or
groups of people: He likewise said that prior to July 14, there
was no bad blood between him and the victim.

fresh blood —new members of a group who are likely to have
new ideas: It has been nine years since the last Supreme Court
vacancy, and the court is in need of fresh blood.

bad boy ® bad man

bad boy— (also: Peck’s bad boy) 1. an unruly or mischievous
child: He was not a bad boy, but he did have one problem: he
refused to brush his teeth. 2. an adult person defying the ac-
cepted moral or artistic conventions: Michael was the bad boy
who stole Tara’s heart and eloped with her.
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bad man—1. a morally depraved, wicked man: He resented

bargain counter

or abusive language habitually: Terry is turning into a real
foul mouth.

the fact that his mother had to be living with such a bad man
as Khun Chang. 2. (U.S. coll.) a gunman; a villain: He even
appointed a typical “bad man”— that is, manslayer — to office
as a proof of his fondness for Arizona.

Badlands, the ® badlands
Badlands, the—(U.S.) the barren waste region in South
Dakota: Until recently, buffalo had roamed the Badlands.
badlands—barren terrain where soils have been eroded by
wind and water: Ground is carved by rain-wash producing

an almost impassable surface generally referred to as “bad-
lands.”

bad loser ® two-time loser

bad loser—a person who loses a game in poor spirit: We
could say Rhydian was a bad loser, but then again we could
say that Leon was a bad winner.

two-time loser —1. a contestant who loses twice: “Two-time
nominee” sounds so much nicer than the alternative — two-
time loser —doesn’t it? 2. (5/.) a twice-convicted criminal:
Madill was a two-time loser who did time in prison for bur-
glary. He carried the gun everywhere.

bad money °© bad penny, a

bad money—a forged currency: “To ring the changes” in
low life means to change bad money for good.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase good money—1. money that is genuine, not counter-
féit: They've got some good money, as well as bogus notes. 2.
a fairly large amount of money: But for his inherent meanness,
he would have gladly paid good money to be rid of her.

bad penny, a—an objectionable person or thing that can be
counted upon to reappear (in allusion to the saying ‘a bad penny
always turns up”): 1 persevered ... to disuade the dog from
darkening my door again but little did I realise at the time,
this was a bad penny we were dealing with.

Note: a) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase pretty penny, a— a fairly large amount of money: You
can expect these tape decks to cost a pretty penny, although
no price has been set as of yet.

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
honest penny, an— money gained or earned by fair means: 1,
then a mere stripling, was trying to make an honest penny by

selling homemade candy.

bad money drives out good ® bad penny always
turns up, a

bad money drives out good— (saying) worthless people or
things supplant more valuable: The drain of human resources
is one example where “bad money drives out good.”

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase throw good money after bad— waste more money or
supplies in hopes of recouping previous losses: Creating another
failing system to replace the current one is throwing good
money after bad.

bad penny always turns up, a— (saying) a worthless person
always returns: “What if I never see him again?” “Don’t worry.
A bad penny always turns up.”

bad mouth ° foul mouth

bad mouth—1. a curse or spell: I have known of people that
have had the record of saying that they could put a bad mouth
on you. 2. malicious gossip: Companies don’t want people
telling their friends about shoddy products. Word of bad-
mouth can kill them. 3. a person who speaks ill of people:
The world is filled with bad-mouths. We need more caring
people.

Sfoul mouth — (also: dirty mouth) a person who uses obscene

bad news ® what’s the bad news

bad news—(U.S. coll.) said of things, people, or places that
are unpleasant or undesirable: Milly these days was plain bad
news. Her fascination had evaporated.

what’s the bad news—(U.S. joc.) what do T owe: After the
clerk had run up all of the clothing Meg had selected, her

mother nervously asked what the bad news was.

bad quarter of an hour ® good quarter of an hour
bad quarter of an hour—a brief but disagreeable and un-
nerving period: He had a very bad quarter of an hour. I never
knew a man have such hard luck at cards.
good quarter of an hour —not less than a quarter of an hour:
He spoke for a good quarter of an hour, walking me through
the history of mankind.

bad time ® bad times

bad time—1. wrong or unsuitable time: This would be a
very bad time to pull our exhaustion on our readers. 2. time
when life is difficult: Julia went through a pretty bad time
after the accident — seeing psychiatrists and what have you.

bad times —a period of poverty or economic depression: En-
gland will not long endure the rulers which these bad times
have assigned her.

bag of wind ¢ windbag

bag of wind—(coll.) a talkative, usually pompous person
who has little to say: She’s nothing but a big bag of wind.

windbag—1. a bag of air as of a bagpipe: The anatomical
structure of the sonorous organs of these Cicadae did not ex-
actly resemble the wind-bag. 2. = bag of wind: He is at best a
noisy, pompous wind-bag and braggart. 3. a kind of fish which
inflate their bodies when stimulated by fear, etc.: When it
[blowfish] is hooked it inflates itself to many times its normal
size. Among its aliases are balloon-fish, puffball and wind-

bag.

ball is in someone’s court, the © have the ball at
one’s feet

ball is in someone’s court, the—is used to say that another
person must make the next move: Addison tells him that the
ball is in his court. All he has to do is sign the divorce papers
and she will too.

have the ball at one’s feer—be in a strategically advantageous
position: The working class militants have the ball at their
feet, as never before.

bang on the door ® bang the door
bang on the door—knock on the door violently (with one’s
fist, etc.): The boys used to bang on the door with sticks.
bang the door—close the door violently so that it makes a
loud noise: Mr. Talboys strode out of the room, banging the
door after him.

bar girl ® bar maid

bar girl—1. a woman who serves drinks at a bar: In her early
adulthood, Meili worked as a bargirl in order to pay off debts.
2. (sI.) a woman employed by a bar to act as a companion to
men customers (also: B-girl): The soft purring caresses and
total availability of the bar-girls must have seemed irresistible.

bar maid— = bar girl I: A few evenings a week she works
as a bar maid in a local pub in Glasgow.

bargain counter ® bargaining counter
bargain counter —an area in a store where the goods are sold
at cut price: You need to be very careful not to be taken in by



bargain on something

the bargain counters in some stores. Very often they’re full of
shoddy goods.

bargaining counter —a special advantage in negotiations:
The de facto occupation of parts of the Russian zone was an
important bargaining counter for obtaining satisfaction from
the Soviet Government on a number of questions.

bargain on something ® bargain over something
bargain on something—count on smth.; depend on smth.:
Frankly, I did bargain on Fred’s resigning the position.
bargain over something— (also: bargain for something) nego-
tiate about obtaining smth.: We will bargain with the supplier
over prices.

barge in on someone ® barge into someone

barge in on someone —come rudely into a place and interrupt
people in their activities: Albert barged in on Ted without
knocking.

barge into someone —1. bump into smb., usually by accident:
She just barged into me and nearly knocked me over. 2. meet
a person by chance: I barged into him opposite the Old Ship,
and I told him about our air-raid.

bark at the moon ¢ cry for the moon

bark at the moon—do smth. which has no effect: If other
nations don’t adopt similar measures to protect blue sharks,
we're just barking at the moon.

cry for the moon —demand smth. impossible: To ask for the
matter to be settled by a General Council is to cry for the
moon.

base light ¢ basic light

base light— (Photography) diffuse, uniform studio illumina-
tion approaching a shadowless condition: In some cases you
may want to use a low-level base light.

basic light— (Photography) illumination using the concept
of one main light: In addition to the basic light with a simple
on/off button, there are also the dimmer switch lights.

Basic English ¢ basic English

Basic English—an essential English vocabulary used for
teaching purposes: Basic English is a system in which 850 En-
glish words do all the work of over 20,000.

basic English—1. English using few and simple words: I'd
picked up a touch of “la tourism” or in basic English, the runs,
from the unwashed fruit. 2. (s/.) English using vulgar and ob-
scene words: He, Happy, himself no slouch at basic English,
was revolted by George’s language.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the
acronym BASIC— (Beginners’ All-purpose Symbolic Instruction
Code) a computer language using simple English: When you re-
ceived your computer a language called BASIC was possibly
supplied on a disk.

batman ¢ batsman
batman —a British military officer’s personal servant: He
told of how his batman mended his clothes; prepared his food;
seemed always able to provide him with small comforts.
batsman —a baseball or cricket player who bats: In front of
the opposite wicket, there’s a player from the opposing team
(the “batsman”).

be a back seat driver ® be in the back seat

be a back seat driver —suggest unwanted advice; tell a person
in charge how to do his job: It is always easy to criticize and
be a back seat driver.

be in the back seat— (also: take a back seat) take a subordinate
position: Dad is now in the back seat. Jonathan is in control
of the Rowland Capital family trust.
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be a bad life * live a bad life

be a bad life—be not likely to live long enough: Elizabeth
all her days was reckoned a “bad life.”

live a bad life—lead a life of wickedness or immorality: He
is leaving a bad life and should be kept away from the young.

be a bomb ¢ be the bomb

be a bomb— (coll.) be a failure or fiasco: Unfortunately, the
film was a bomb and gained a reputation as being the only
film on which Mr. Corman lost money.

be the bomb—(U.S. sl., sometimes spelled “be da bomb”) be
very successful; be received enthusiastically: The show was the
“bomb” back in the day when it first aired.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase make a bomb— (sl.) make or earn a great deal of money:
Many of them are too honest to do any [drug] trafficking but
the ones that do make a bomb.

be a case in point ® be the case

be a case in point—Dbe a particular instance of smth.: People
have changed their minds about the Common market, and
Mr. Stonchouse is a case in point.

be the case— (often negat.) be a fact; be true: Please contact
the rightful owner directly to confirm their interest to sell and
if this is the case, to negotiate price.

be a close call ® be too close to call

be a close call—(also: be a close shave) said of a dangerous
situation that a person just manages to avoid: Though he es-
caped with his life and his job, it was a close call.

be too close to call—said of the outcome of a competition,
etc. that is very hard to judge: The horses came to the finish
line in a dead heat, and, without a photograph, the results
were too close to call.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be too close to home— (also: be too close for comfort)
dangerously nearby; affecting a person intimately: A crime that
occurred too close to home still has its grip on Chief Inspector
Alan Banks.

be a devil ® be the very devil

be a devil—1. (imper.) is used as a humorous expression of
encouragement to persuade a person to do smth.: Be a devil
and order us a bottle of wine! 2. be extremely bad or immoral:
He was a devil to those of us who thought the war was stupid
and pointless. He personified the arbitrary power of the
draft...

be the very devil—1. (also: be the devil incarnate) = be a devil
2: Though he was a hero to some, he was the very devil to
others. 2. (of a situation) be very difficult or annoying: My car
is super to drive, but it’s so big it’s the very devil to find a
parking place for it.

be a drag on someone ® have drag with someone

be a drag on someone— (s.) be a burden to a person (causing
delay or slowing down progress): His wife has been a drag on
him all his life.

have drag with someone— (U.S. sl.) have influence over smb.:
We had a big drag with the waiter because my old man drank
whisky and that meant a good tip.

be a go-getter ® have get up and go

be a go-getter— (UK coll.) be an ambitious and hard-working
person: As it is a sales position, be sure to come off friendly
and energetic like a real go-getter.

have get up and go—(coll.) 1. (of people) have vigor and en-
ergy: You need to demonstrate, through concrete examples,
that you have “get up and go.” 2. (of horses and cars) have suf-
ficient energy or power, especially if old: The performance is
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sluggish but the car still has get up and go when you really

need it.

be a good hand ¢ have good hands

be a good hand—1. be a diligent, industrious worker: He is
a good hand and enjoys his work which he does faithfully and
well. 2. possess the necessary skill to do smth. well: He is a
good hand at making bows and arrows, and a fine knife would
be just the thing for him.

have good hands—(Sport) have the ability to throw a ball
well: Chris has good hands, catches the ball well in traffic and
is quick enough.

be a good life ¢ live a good life
be a good life—Dbe likely to live long enough: I want to find
out if he is a good life to insure. Does he live temperately?
live a good life—lead a morally commendable life: I would
like to be remembered as someone who lived a good life.

be a know-all ® know it all

be a know-all—said of smb. who thinks he knows every-
thing and annoys people by showing how clever he is: I don’t
see the point in arguing with someone who plays such a know-
all.

know it all—1. be extremely knowledgeable; be fully in-
formed: Did he choose the Pharisees and the Sadducees — the
scribes and men who did nothing all day but study the scrip-
ture — men who knew it all? 2. is often used with the impli-
cation of overconfidence: The older I get, the more I realize
that my dad really did know what he was talking about (but
I was a young punk who “knew itall”...).

be a law unto oneself ¢ take the law into one’s own
hands

be a law unto oneself —do what one believes is right and ig-
nore established laws or custom: If the government becomes
a law breaker it invites every man to become a law unto him-
self.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase lay down the law— assert smth. positively; state or declare
smth. firmly: The new basketball coach can recruit, teach and
lay down the law, when necessary.

take the law into one’s own hands—get justice in one’s own
way, without involving the police: These men took the law
into their own hands. They killed a score of men who, they
said, were outlaws of various kinds.

be a little short of something  be little short of
something

be a little short of something —just barely fail to have the re-
quired amount of smth.: Mr. Rhodes was prevented from sail-
ing for Europe owing to the fact that he was a little short of
passage money.

be little short of something— (also: be nothing short of some-
thing) be the same as smth.; be nothing less than smth.: A
mere look was enough to provoke him to anger that was lictle
short of madness.

be a long day coming ¢ it’s going to be a long day

be a long day coming— said of smth. that has taken long to
materialize: The team’s achieving success by winning the di-
vision title has been a long day coming.

it’s going to be a long day—1. said of a day perceived as long
and boring: With nothing else to be done, and Steve’s not ar-
riving before seven, it was going to be a long day. 2. said of a
day that is going to be full of troubles: Jack overslept and was
stalled in a traffic jam. By the time he arrived at the office, he
knew it was going to be a long day.

be a standoff

be a man of character ® be quite the character

be a man of character—be a man of good repute: He was a
man of character. He performed more acts of charity and kind-
ness than any of us will ever know of.

be quite the character—used as a mild form of reproof or
humorous admiration for a person showing independence in
thoughts or actions: She is quite the character and always

speaks her mind.

be a natural ® be natural

be a natural—1. be naturally deficient in intellect; be a half-
witted person: She is not quite a natural, that is, not an ab-
solute idiot. 2. have natural talents that make smb. particularly
suitable for a task: 'm not a natural. This present play is my
last, I've decided.

be natural—demonstrate behavior that is not affected or
self-conscious: On the stage he was natural, simple.... "Twas
only that, when he was off, he was acting.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be in one’s natural state— (also: be in a state of nature)
1. used of the conditions of people before civilization: Man in his
natural state is the work of God. 2. (of land or animals) in an
uncultivated or undomesticated condition: The ground was
partly cultivated, and partly left in its natural state. 3. (euph.)
completely naked: How temptingly lovely she was in her natural
state! I could not tear my eyes from her. 4. (of substances) not
treated or processed: a large mass of stone or rock in its natural
state; an egg in its natural state in the shell.

be a queer fish ® be queer

be a queer fish— (also: be a queer bird) be an eccentric or
odd person: He was a queer fish, but they were used to queer
fish, and they took him for granted.

be queer—1. = be a queer fish: Every woman who steps for-
ward to claim her rights faces the allegation that she is queer.
2. be a homosexual: I always thought he was queer. His room-
mate was gay and you just couldn’t pull them away from each
other.

be a sight for sore eyes ® be a sight to behold

be a sight for sore eyes—said of a person or thing one is
pleased or happy to see: MacLaine is quite a sight for sore
eyes when she shows up in the movie.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
be eye candy—1. be visually attractive: We waited a little long
for our food, and it did help that our waiter was eye candy. 2.
(Internet) used of extra graphics on a Web page that usually makes
it look worse: First I'm told that my site is too simple ... and
then I'm told that my site has too much eye candy. Cf:: be ear
candy — said of music with an instant appeal bur with little sig-
nificance: This is anything but ear-candy, and the music is
meant to be listened to and savored many times.

be a sight to behold—1. = be a sight for sore eyes: The sunset
on the horizon was a sight to behold. The soft glow of orange
over the mountains was breath-taking. 2. look untidy, repul-
sive, or ridiculous: We soon arrived at the local abattoir, which
was a sight to behold. Used to the clinical approach of the
western world, we were stunned. ..

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase be a sight— = be a sight to behold 2: It was raining
and lightning, I was crying, I was cold ... Believe me, I was

a sight!
be a standoff ¢ be standoffish

be a standoff—said of a situation in which the two sides in
a conflict, etc. are equally matched or equally unyielding:
There was a standoff for a few hours, while police spoke to
the man urging him to give himself up.

be standoffish—said of a person who is reluctant to show



be a steady hand

friendship or enter into conversation: They got on well for a
few months, but now they hardly talk to each other, because
Lily is so standoffish.

be a steady hand ¢ have a steady hand

be a steady hand—be not given to frivolity, eccentricity, etc.:
Thomas is a steady hand, never late for business, never out of
temper...

have a steady hand—]1. have a firm hand, one not shaky: Mr.
Peterson still has a steady hand, shaving himself twice weekly.
2. (usually of a leader) be firm and consistent in one’s behavior:
He has a steady hand and will do an excellent job of guiding
the division.

be about to ® be not about to

be about to—be on the point of doing smth.: But just as he
was about to say something, he forgot what it was he was
about to say.

be not about to—1. be not going to do smth. soon: It seems
that conventional teaching is not about to be supplanted by
virtual universities. 2. (U.S. coll.) be unwilling to do smth.:
“I'm sorry, I can’t lend you the money. I may need it....” “Hey,
why don’t you just say that you're not about to.”

be absent from something ® be absent in some-
thing

be absent from something— (of people) be not present at a
place: He is never absent from work without an excuse.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
absent oneself from something— stay away from an event, etc.;
avoid something: 1 absented myself from the conversation at
the next decent opportunity.

be absent in something— (of things) be missing in smth.: The
impulsive type of noise (ignition interference and static) is
generally absent in radar.

be afraid ® be afraid, be very afraid

be afraid—1. be frightened or apprehensive about smth.:
Willie recounted his life of drugs and violence in remorseless
terms, and said he was not afraid to die. 2. feeling regret about
smth.: Mary did not let me send the paper at first, she kept
hoping it was a mistake, but I am afraid it is too true.

be afraid, be very afraid— (imper.) is used as a humorous
cliché to say that smth. unwelcome is imminent: The reser-
vation staff are friendly — but be afraid, be very afraid of the
restaurant staff...

be against something ¢ be up against something

be against something —express opposition to smth.: And even
though no one in the audience was against the project, there
was plenty of skepticism.

be up against something— (also: come up against something)
encounter a serious obstacle or problem: But now we are up
against a different kind of health concern —a potential pan-
demic. If the bird flu develops the ability to spread easily be-
tween humans it will be quite dangerous.

be all wet ® be wet
be all wet—(U.S. coll.) be completely wrong: If you think
I'm going to take that kind of talk from you, you're all wet.
be wet— (UK coll.) be unable to make decisions or take firm
actions: Don’t be so wet! Just tell them that you don’t want to
o.
# Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
be wet behind the ears— (coll.) be young, naive, and inexperi-
enced: For a twenty-five-year-old kid, still wet behind his ears,
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be ancient history ® be history

be ancient history—said of a past event that has lost its orig-
inal impact or importance: For today’s high school students
all of that war is ancient history.

be history—1. said of smb. whose career has been brought
to an end: We are familiar with that reference: “He is history
now,” which condemns some poor individual to the rubbish
bin of life. 2. = be ancient history: After reading the two latest
reports, I have to wonder about Bishop Gregory’s assertion
that this scandal is history.

be assured of something ® be sure of something

be assured of something—1. be guaranteed smth.: General
Franks is assured of a place in history in a country where for-
mer officials are respected even when out of office. 2. have
trust in smth.; be positive about smth.: The king was assured
of the rectitude of the motives on which he had himself acted.
3. be firmly persuaded of smth.: In 1415, Hus was summoned
to defend himself at the Council of Constance, having been
assured of a safe conduct.

be sure of something—1. feel confident of smth.: If nothing
occurs to stir the rage of this vindictive madman, I am sure of
victory. 2. = be assured of something 2: The jury are told they
cannot convict unless they are “sure” of the man’s guilt.

be at each other’s throats ¢ cut each other’s
throats

be at each other’s throats—be arguing violently; be very angry
with each other: We cannot deal with tomorrow’s problems if
we are at each other’s throats over economic issues.

cut each other’s throats—harm each other’s interests, espe-
cially because of fierce competition: They are cutting each
other’s throats in their eagerness to finish the work first.

be at loose ends ° tie up loose ends

be at loose ends— (also: be at a loose end) 1. be without em-
ployment or fixed occupation: He was the only stranger in
Cyprus who was thus at a loose end, as it were, and not on
some professional duty. 2. be in an unsettled or uncertain sit-
uation: He'’s at loose ends. Hates his work, loathes his wife,
and the kids bore him to death.

tie up loose ends—deal with some parts of work that have
been left over: She spent the afternoon tying up loose ends:
editing a feature on California Cuisine, making phone calls,
answering memos.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase make both ends meet— live within one’s means: With a
family becoming daily more expensive, the little book-keeper
had found it hard work to make both ends meet.

be at rest ® be resting

be at rest—1. be in a state of physical or mental repose: He
sat in his chair, still, but not at rest: expectant evidently. 2.
(of an issue) be settled or decided: I never can take any office
under the present rulers; so that question is at rest. 3. (euph.)
be dead and buried: He is now at rest after a full and dedicated
life. We salute his extraordinary legacy...

be resting—1. (euph., coll.) be out of work: I am an inter-
preter.... At present I am resting. 2. (of the body of a dead per-
son) remain at an undertaker’s, a chapel, etc. before burial:

Remains will be resting at the John Doe Funeral Home.

be at someone’s service ® be in someone’s service

be at someone’s service—1. be ready to help or assist a person:
I am at your service whenever you should need my advice. 2.

he got a lot of wisdom from somewhere. Cf.: be dry behind the
ears— be mature or experienced: The three children, barely dry
behind the ears, have taken over running the family dairy.

(of things) be at smb.’s disposal or ready to be used: My car is
at your service to take you around Rome and its surround-
ings.
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Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
be of service to someone— be helpful to a person: On many
occasions he was of service to me, always in kindly, unobtru-
sive ways.

be in someone’s service—be working as smb.’s domestic ser-
vant: Miss White has been in our service for five years.

be at the back of one’s mind ® cast one’s mind
back to something

be at the back of one’s mind— (also: be in the back of one’s
mind) be vaguely aware of smth. that is not present in one’s
conscious thoughts: There was at the back of his mind an
idea, dimly seen at moments, never wholly comprehended.

cast one’s mind back to something—think about smth. that
happened in the past, which one might not remember well:
In order to understand these developments, it is necessary to
cast back one’s mind to the social attitudes of that period.

be at the crossroads ¢ cross paths

be at the crossroads—be at a critical turning-point at which
two or more courses of action are possible: Students are
through with their exams and are now at the crossroads of a
choice of career.

cross paths—meet or encounter a person: Occasionally they
will cross paths, especially to compete in a nationally televised
debate arranged by a non-partisan organization.

be aware of something ® beware of something

be aware of something—have knowledge of smth.; be con-
scious of smth.: The government is already aware of an in-
sufficient electricity supply.

beware of something— (imper.) be on guard against smth.:
Beware of the rain ... make sure your camera is well-protected
if in a side-pocket.

be bad form ¢ be in bad form

be bad form — (of manners or behavior) be improper as judged
by accepted social standards: It is considered bad form to arrive
too early at a dinner party.

be in bad form—(Sport) be in bad condition of health and
training: Even when Henin is in bad form, you need to have
real smart strategy to beat her.

be beat ® be beaten

be beat— (coll.) 1. (also: be dead-beat) be very tired; be utterly
exhausted: I am beat from all this packing and moving of stuff.
2. be defeated in a competition: His team was beat because it
failed to execute properly during the most critical moments of
the game.

be beaten— = be bear 2: The moment was really amazing
because Brazil, the champion, was beaten badly.

be bent on doing something ¢ have a bent for
something

be bent on doing something—be determined to do smth.;
have the mind set on smth.: There is always a proportion of
the crowd bent on harrying the speaker.

have a bent for something—have a natural interest and ability
in a particular area: James, who had a bent for figures, took
care of the financial end of the business.

be beside the mark ¢ be off the mark

be beside the mark— be not relevant to the subject under
discussion: We were discussing working conditions; his re-
marks about high rents were beside the mark.

be off the mark —1. (also: be wide of the mark) be inaccurate
or erroneous in one’s judgment: Sometimes he was off the
mark. A lot of times he was just misunderstood. 2. starting

be carried away by something

smth. in response to a situation: The dog-breeder and poultry
farmer were quick off the mark in using the new therapy.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
fall short of the mark— (also: come short of the mark) fail to
attain some desired object: Gilbert’s efforts to amuse her often
fell short of the mark.

be best at something ® be the best at something

be best ar something—be more skilled and capable in one
particular area relative to others: He excels at most of the sub-
jects taught here, although he is best at chemistry.

be the best at something—be much superior to other people
in a particular area: Mrs. Hough is the best at making children
feel at home when they are just starting out on their school
adventure.

be beyond the law © go beyond the law

be beyond the law —be out of the reach of the law: The sick
criminal was arrested at night, but by morning he was beyond
the law; he had died in the night.

g0 beyond the law —be guilty of some criminal offence: To
thrash the man yourself is to go beyond the law; he may de-
serve punishment but you are not allowed to administer it.

be blind to something ® turn a blind eye to some-
thing

be blind to something—be unable to see or consider what is
going on around one: She had been deaf and blind to every-
thing except what had passed between them.

turn a blind eye ro something—pretend not to see smth.;
overlook smth. deliberately: The police turn a blind eye to
this problem because they are only too glad to get lorries from
parking there.

be born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth © get
the wooden spoon

be born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth—be born into a
rich family: He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth and
probably never had to work a day in his life.

get the wooden spoon —be the last in a sporting event or other
competition: Previous City Councilor got the wooden
spoon — with no votes on the first two counts.

be bothered about someone ® bother oneself about
someone

be bothered about someone—be concerned about smb.; worry
about a person: I am bothered about Freda, she is out so late
again.

bother oneself about someone—concern oneself with smb.;
preoccupy oneself with a person: Please don’t bother yourself
about my brother. I'll take care of him.

be canned © be in the can

be canned—(U.S. sl.) be expelled or dismissed from one’s
employment: When the coach was fired, some said he was
canned for siding with John.

be in the can—(51.) 1. (of @ movie, etc.) be finished and ready:
The scene was “in the can” after twenty-five retakes. 2. (U.S.)
be in prison: I know that he spent two years in the can for
armed robbery.

be carried away by something ® be carried off by
something

be carried away by something—become eager or enthusiastic
about smth.: Roosevelt was carried away by the thought of
another large relief project.

be carried off by something— (euph.) be killed (by a disease):
Unhappily he never got to the Tradition meeting, he had been
carried off by a heart attack.



be clear about something

be clear about something ® be in the clear over
something

be clear about something—understand smth. completely: Let
us be clear about this: the pirates of 1964, like the pirates of
old, are simply out after money.

be in the clear over something—be out of a difficulty or trou-
ble caused by smth.: Is the Government in the clear yet over
the composition of the committee?

be content with something ® content oneself with
something

be content with something—be satisfied with smth.; be will-
ing to accept smth.: The questionnaire results showed that 98
percent of students were “content” with their housing situa-
tion.

content oneself with something—Dbe satisfied with just one
thing and not bother with other things: She hadn’t said much
but had contented herself with smoking cigarettes and smil-
ing.
be crashed out of something ® be crushed out of
something

be crashed out of something—fail to perform well enough to
stay in a competition: India’s hopes of getting a further gold
went up in smoke when Gopichand was crashed out of the
men’s quarter-finals.

be crushed out of something—be ousted of a business, etc.:
Rockefeller would approach oil companies with two choices:
cither sell their company to him, or be crushed out of pro-
duction.

be crowded out of something ® crowd out of
something

be crowded out of something—1. be forced out of premises
for lack of room: They were crowded out of the room, but sat
in the next peering in at the door eagerly. 2. be ousted from
an office, market, etc.: Low-skilled adults are often crowded
out of their jobs as better-educated teenagers are drawn into
the work force.

crowd out of something—go out of a place in a crowd: The
crowd — mostly younger people —complained about the
movie fiercely as they crowded out of the theater.

be cut out for the work ® one’s work is cut out for
one

be cut out for the work—be entirely suited for some work or
activity: There’s no better way to tell if you're cut out for the
work than hands-on experience.

one’s work is cut out for one— (also: have one’s work cut out
for one) have a lot of work to do; have a hard task ahead: If
you want to shatter the lake trout record, your work is cut out
for you.

be dead in the water ® sleep with the fishes

be dead in the water—(of a task, project, etc.) be unable to
make progress; be a failure: Without an effective leader, our
plans for expansion are dead in the water.

sleep with the fishes— (Underworld) be murdered and have
the body disposed of (also: swim with the fishes): 1 think I could
persuade you to cooperate. That is, unless you'd like to sleep
with the fishes.

be dead nuts on something ® be dead set on some-
thing

be dead nuts on something—1. (coll.) placed precisely on the
surface of smth.: He caught me dead nuts on the chin, Pepe
thought as he lay on the ground. 2. (coll.) exactly correspond
to smth.: The styling of the new convertible is dead nuts on

_34_

what a car in this class should be: bold and aristocratic. 3.
(sL.) be very fond of smth.; be delighted with smth.: Quite
frankly, I wasn’t dead nuts on meeting with them.

be dead set on something—Dbe fixed in one’s purpose; be de-
termined on doing smth.: The administration is dead set on
trying to destroy unions. Cf: make a dead set at something—
make a determined effort to gain smeh.: People can’t be allowed
to make a dead set at a property like this.

be death on someone © be the death of someone

be death on someone—(coll.) 1. be fatal to a person; be very
effective in acting against smb.: The new teacher is death on
students who come late to class. 2. be very fond of a person:
Fanny hasn’t forgotten you ... she was always death on you
English chaps.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase die on someone— (also: go dead on someone) 1. die while
in the charge or care of a person: “1 want to look after her while
she’s in England.” “Suppose she died on you?” 2. (of an appa-
ratus, appliance, etc. in smb.’s care) break down; cease to function:
My car died on me, and I couldn’t get it started.

be the death of someone— (coll.) 1. said of things (especially
done repeatedly) which upset or irritate a person: Forty, if
she’s a day, wears pince-nez and an air of brisk efficiency that
will be the death of me. 2. said of smb. who is exceptionally
funny or ridiculous: Lili’s capering seemed the funniest thing
she had ever seen. “Stop, Lili, stop! You'll be the death of me!”

be down for something ® be down to something

be down for something— said of a person or thing listed for
some activity: Mr. Stansfield’s bill was down for second read-
ing on Wednesday.

be down to something—have only a little money or goods
left: On the seventh day after the wreck, he was down to his
last pint of water.

See also: be up for something / be up to something.

be dressed in rags ® have the rags on

be dressed in rags—be dressed in old torn clothes: The work
was carried out manually by wretched, scarecrow figures
dressed in rags.

have the rags on—(sl.) 1. wear a special kind of clothes: He
had the rags on, getting into character, and it just took me
aback for a minute. Cf.: have the glad rags on — wear one’s best
clothes or formal attire: Having arrived it was time to get the
glad rags on and go to dinner in the town. 2. (also: have the
rag on) have one’s menstrual period: Lana doesn’t feel like

going out tonight. She’s got the rags on.

be empty-handed ° have one’s hands full

be empty-handed—1. having received or gained nothing:
Due to three successive droughts, most farmers are empty-
handed. 2. be unarmed: You will learn not only to use weap-
ons, but also to defend against someone who has one while
you are empty-handed.

have one’s hands full —have much work to do; be very busy:
The plumber had his hands full and could not take another

job for two weeks.

be evident ® be in evidence

be evident—be obvious; be easy to see or understand: It was
evident to me that writing must be in God’s great plan for my
life.

be in evidence—1. be actually present: He was not about, so
I looked outside, but he was not in evidence. He had not yet
risen. 2. be prominent or conspicuous: He was not in evidence,
to any considerable extent, in the voluntary societies of the
college.
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be eyeball to eyeball ¢ see eye to eye

be eyeball to eyeball—1. sit opposite each other; be face to
face: We're eyeball to eyeball and I think the other fellow just
blinked. 2. be in the state of defiant confrontation: Once again,
it seems, Mr. Rumsfeld and the defense bureaucracy are eyeball
to eyeball.

see eye to eye—(often negat.) be of one mind; think alike:
Unfortunately he didn’t see eye to eye with his parents and
there were always arguments at home.

be for sale ® be on sale

be for sale— (also: be up for sale) said of a house, car, etc.
that an owner wants to sell: I wonder how he heard the house
was for sale.

be on sale—1. be available for buying in shops, etc.: Local
delicacies, such as cheeses and wines, are on sale here at a very
reasonable price. 2. be sold for a special low price: Tomato
soup that is usually sold for sixty cents a can is now on sale
for fifty cents.

be full of beans ® not have a bean

be full of beans— (coll.) 1. be full of energy; be in high spirits:
I had a good night’s sleep in a hotel and was feeling very full
of beans. 2. (U.S. also: be full of prunes) exaggerate or talk
nonsense: While I often think that you are full of beans I have
to say that I agree with much of this.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase not amount to a hill of beans— (coll.) be of little sig-
nificance: What you learn at school doesn’t amount to a hill of
beans compared with what you can find out for yourself out-
doors.

not have a bean—(coll.) have no money whatever: Lady
Laura is always staying with people. She hasn’t got a bean, I
gather.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase give someone beans— (coll.) scold or punish a person se-
verely: He wanted to give me beans, but Florence wouldn’t let
him. She said “Father you are not to touch him.”

be full of something ® have one’s fill of something
be full of something—have a large amount of smth.: These
brave emigrants were full of hope for a better future.
have one’s fill of something—have had enough of smth. such
as food: You never know if Charlie has had his fill of liquor.
2. have more of smth. than a person can tolerate: We, like all
Americans, have had our fill of senseless crime.

be gone on someone © have a go at someone

be gone on someone— (coll.) be enamored of or in love with
a person: He is very gone on girls, is always falling in and out
of love.

have a go at someone— (UK coll.) scold or criticize a person:
Don’t have a go at me — it’s your fault we lost the contract.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase have a go at something— (coll.) try doing smth.: 1 de-
cided to have a go at the first few assignments and see what
happened.

be good form ° be in good form

be good form —behave according to custom or etiquette: It
is not considered good form to arrive too early at a dinner
party.

be in good form—1. (Sport) be in good condition of health
and training: If a horse is in good form it is likely to win a
race. 2. be in good spirits: On Sunday she was in good form

and was doing housework. She wasn’t in a huff or anything...

be green © be green around the gills
be green—1. be inexperienced: During his speech, Obama

be headstrong

praised Bennet while acknowledging he is a bit green in pol-
itics.... 2. be environmentally friendly: These are also made
with other recycled materials, so yes, they are very green in
terms of helping the environment.

be green around the gills— (coll.) 1. look indisposed or unwell:
She was green around the gills for several days. I also had a
similar experience about five years ago.... 2. look as though
one is about to be sick: The poor guy gets motion sickness
and is green around the gills as soon as they take off.

be green-eyed ¢ see green in someone’s eye

be green-eyed—Dbe jealous or envious: Collectors were green-
eyed ... they consoled themselves by saying the collection had
cost too much.

see green in someone’s eye—think a person to be credulous
and inexperienced: Do you see any green in my eye? Do you
take me for a fool?

be had ¢ be had up

be had— (coll.) be tricked or deceived: I apologize for being
so forceful, but I've been had before; I don’t want others to
share the experience if I can help.

be had up — (coll.) cause a person to appear in court: I doubt
if anybody thought about Chapman as a possible killer much
before he was had up.

be hanged © be hung

be hanged— be put to death by hanging: Bentley’s appeal
against his conviction was dismissed and he was hanged in
Wandsworth prison.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be left hanging—1. (of people) be kept waiting for a de-
cision or answer: 1 was left hanging for three weeks before I got
a call offering me the job. 2. (of a decision, answer, etc.) be de-
layed or not dealt with: The result is an alienated monologue
in which comments are left hanging without response.

be hung—1. (of paintings) be exhibited in a gallery, etc.: The
members of the Academy were granted the privilege of retouch-
ing their pictures after they were hung. 2. (s/.) feel annoyed:
Fred is hung and looking for somebody to take it out on.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be well-hung—1. (of meat or game) hung long enough to
mature: The grouse was well hung, and rare.... The meat had
a clean taste set off by creamy avocado custard. 2. (in the phrase
“one’s tongue is well hung”) one is able ro speak with ease: Her
tongue was well hung; but she must answer the questions he
asked, and say nothing more. 3. (coarse sl.) used of a man with
large genitals: For a boy of fifteen he was well-hung with a
good crop of sandy pubic hair.

See also: be hung over / hang over.

be hardly out of the shell ® come out of one’s shell

be hardly out of the shell— be too young and inexperienced:
You are hardly out of the shell and already you have the temer-
ity to question the authority of the Talmud!

come out of one’s shell — (also: crawl out of one’s shell) become
more sociable and outgoing: Under the soothing influence of
coffee and tobacco, he came out of his shell. Cf.: go into one’s
shell— (also: retire into one’s shell) become shy, quiet, or reserved:
Every time the subject was raised, her son would go into his
shell again.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
come out of the closet—admit openly smth. previously kept
secret because one is ashamed or embarrassed about it: She has
decided to come out of the closet today and discuss her life as
lesbian.

be headstrong ® have a strong head
be headstrong—be self-willed and obstinate: George Eliot’s



be heartless

young country hero is headstrong and arrogant, and sees the
world in black and white.

have a strong head— (coll.) be not easily intoxicated by
liquor: I could drink as much as the best of them and I had,
for such a youngster, a tolerable strong head.

Note: a) Neither expression correlates in meaning with the
phrase be strong-minded— be resolute and determined: Every-
one describes him in a similar way — to say that Clarence was
strong minded, had a strong personality, was strong willed.

b) Neither expression is antonymous in meaning to the phrase
be weak in the head— (coll.) be mentally retarded (also: be soft
in the head): When he stopped speaking his mouth hung open
... I realized that he was weak in the head.

be heartless ® not have the heart

be heartless—be callous, unfeeling, or cruel: He made up
his mind that I was heartless and selfish.

not have the heart— (also: have no heart) 1. have no inclina-
tion or enthusiasm for smth.: It was the most miserable meal

.. and I had not the heart to propose the Loyal Toast at the

end. 2. be not cruel or courageous enough to do smth.: I
should scold you but I am so glad to see you that I have not
the heart.

be high as a kite ¢ fly one’s kite high

be high as a kite—(5l.) 1. be very excited or exhilarated: I
was as high as a kite and full of the joys of spring. The day
was good and getting better.... 2. be very drunk or affected
by drugs: When I put you to bed you were high as a kite on
vodka.

fly one’s kite high—have high ambitions: Those who fly their
kite too high may come to grief.

be hooked ® go on the hook

be hooked—(sl.) 1. be very dependent or keen on smth.:
We're not so hooked on the church, except for those born-
again Christians. 2. be addicted to smth.: It’s too depressing
when you're hooked, besides a girl looks terrible on heroin. 3.
be captivated or charmed: Let me tell you, she’s really some-
thing. Oh, boy, was I hooked.

go on the hook—(U.S. sl.) get into debt: You'll go on the
hook for one of those eighty-dollar sports car coats and a ten
dollar cap.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase get the hook— (5.) be removed from a position; be uncer-
emoniously dismissed: The late Jimmy Snyder got the hook for
racially insensitive remarks.

See also: get oneself off the hook / go off the hooks.

be housebroken ¢ break into a house

be housebroken— (of pet animals) be clean in the house
(going outside to relieve themselves): This Doberman is
housebroken, good on a leash and very intelligent.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be from a broken home— (of a child) come from a family
in which the parents have separated or divorced: Hailey is from
a broken home, and her longing for her father is palpable
when she holds up a framed photo of her family.

break into a house—force an entrance into a house with
criminal intent: Police are still searching for two men who
broke into a house on Parvins Mill Road.

be hung over ® hang over

be hung over—(sl.) suffer from a hangover: Do not allow
anyone to operate a forklift who is under the influence of al-
cohol or is hung over.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be hung up— (s1.) 1. be bewildered or mentally confused:
He was more than a little hung up, stupid from lack of sleep,
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worried about his work. 2. be delayed or stopped by smih.: In-
cidentally, I would have been here much sooner, but I got
hung up.

hang over — (of customs, traditions, etc.) remain from the past:
There’s arrogance that hangs over from the days of Empire,
that tells us we don’t have to speak a foreign language.

See also: be hanged | be hung.

be hung up on someone ® hang up on someone

be hung up on someone— (sl.) be strongly attracted by a per-
son: The girl is really hung up on that musician.

hang up on someone—put a telephone receiver down before
one’s partner has finished speaking: She hung up on him, and
left him feeling like a spanked child.

be in a fix * fix is in, the

be in a fix—(coll.) be in a predicament or difficult situation:
So [ was in a fix. I didn’t want to return until I had contacted
them and I couldn’t find them.

fox is in, the—(sl.) the case or other matter has already been
dishonestly decided: We failed to realize that we were playing
by their rules — and the fix was in from the beginning!

be in a flutter ® have a flutter

be in a flutter—1. (also: be all of a flutter) be in a very nerv-
ous, confused, or excited state: The concert is coming soon.
I'm in a flutter. 2. (of @ room, etc.) be in a disordered or untidy
state: Let me never see this room in a flutter again.

have a flutter—(coll.) gamble on a small scale: The oppor-
tunities of the share market were open.... Men and youths,
women and maidens, all could have a “flutter.”

be in a war © be in the wars

be in a war—1. (of a nation) be in the state of war (also: be
at war): We are now in a war to the death with the German
Empire. 2. participate in a military campaign: They are on
the point of putting up a war memorial, though none of the
people who were in the war want it.

be in the wars— (Perfect Tense) 1. show signs of rough treat-
ment or injury as a result of fighting, etc.: The boy looks as if
he has been in the wars. 2. be in bad shape, having had a lot
of misfortunes: Terry’s been in the wars a bit since his racing
career ended — his wife left him and he became an alcoholic.

be in bad taste ® taste bad
be in bad taste— (of a joke, picture, etc.) be slightly indecent
or distasteful: I can’t for the life of me understand what is in
bad taste about it. It is a photo of something that took place.
taste bad— (usually of food)—have an unpleasant taste: That
is not to say that instant coffee tastes bad, it’s not Starbucks
of course, but it also doesn’t cost five bucks.

be in deep waters ® do a deep dive

be in deep waters— (also: be in deep water) be in trouble or
serious financial difficulties: Spence inspected the books and
realised the mining company was in deep waters with the
falling copper prices.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be too deep for someone— be too difficult or complicated
for a person to understand or deal with successfully: Perhaps the
subject is too deep for me. Or the statements of the ancients
too obscure and incoherent...

do a deep dive—explore an issue or subject in-depth: I felt
that this book did a deep dive on many topics that other books
just briefly introduced.

be in Dutch with someone ® go Dutch with some-
one
be in Dutch with someone — (dated) be in trouble or disfavor
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with a person: Maybe Barn will fire me when he knows 'm in
Dutch with his family.

g0 Dutch with someone —share the cost of a meal, drink, etc.
with a person: Although going Dutch is un-Korean, many
young Koreans do go Dutch with their western friends. Cf.:
Dutch treat— one at which each person contributes his or her own
share: They each paid an equal share of the wedding, as it was
a Dutch treat.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase do the Dutch— (sl.) commit suicide: Milan is asked by
William Carnine to find out why his daughter, Ellen, com-
mitted suicide (“did the Dutch”) by jumping off a bridge.

be in heaven © be in the skies

be in heaven— (of dead people) be in the heavenly kingdom
and celestial paradise: I know that Angela, who is now in
heaven and wonderfully happy, forgives him, and I forgive
him too.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase drop from heaven— (also: drop from the skies) appear
unexpectedly as if by magic: A fulfilling marriage does not drop
from heaven. It becomes fulfilling when it’s tended like a beau-
tiful garden.

be in the skies—(also: be in the clouds) be given to day-
dreaming; not act according to the realities of life: You were
always in the skies absorbed in your passion for art, and far
removed from all base mundane interests.

be in luck ® one’s luck is in

be in luck—be lucky about smth. on this one occasion:
You’re in luck — the very car you want has just come in.

one’s luck is in—enjoy a period of good luck: I think I'll put
some money on the next race, while my luck is in.

be in murky waters ® fish in murky waters

be in murky waters—said of a confused situation where peo-
ple may behave in morally questionable ways: Patton is now
trying to continue running the government without the benefit
of a budget. This puts him in murky waters.... Cf.: muddy the
waters — make the situation less clear: Announcements that parts
of this or that sector are to be sold, followed by a retraction
just a few days later, serve only to muddy the waters.

fish in murky waters— (also: fish in troubled waters) take ad-
vantage of a confused or dubious situation: The state has not
been careful with its land, which only serves the interest of
those who like to fish in murky waters.

be in progress ® make progress

be in progress—be done or made; be under way: Discussions
were in progress for “an aerobus” to provide cheap travel for
large numbers.

make progress—advance or develop towards a better state:
As the days went along, I found myself perking up a bit. I

seemed to be making progress.

be in someone’s blood ® run in someone’s blood
be in someone’s blood—act as an essential factor for smb.’s
character and life style: Although my music is not specifically
about Tanzania, I feel its influence because it’s in my blood.
run in someone’s blood—be typical of a person’s family or
ancestors: Tiger training runs in his blood. His grandfather
trained tigers, and his uncles carried on the tradition.

be in someone’s shoes ° fill someone’s shoes

be in someone’s shoes—be in smb.’s usually unfortunate sit-
uation: I wouldn’t like to be in your shoes when he finds out
that you have deceived him. Cf: walk a mile in someone’s
shoes— used to imply that one has to experience life from another
person’s perspective to truly understand him: “You never really

be in the same boat

know a man till you walk a mile in his shoes,” says Atticus,
who is defending an innocent black man.

Jill someone’s shoes—successfully take over smb.’s responsi-
bilities (usually with the implication that the person is going to
be hard to replace): She’s very capable. I can’t think of anyone
at this moment who can fill her shoes.

See also: put oneself in someone’s shoes / step into someone’s
shoes.

be in stitches ® not have a stitch on

be in stitches—(coll.) be laughing noisily and deeply: We
were in stitches! You'll be in stitches too when you see him on
the stage!

not have a stitch on—have no clothes on: Little Tommy
spent most of the time running around the pool with not a
stitch on.

be in the clouds ® be on cloud seven

be in the clouds—(also: be in the skies) be given to day-
dreaming; not act according to the realities of life: I'm so prac-
tical, a little too solid perhaps, while you are, and always will
be, in the clouds.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase drop from the clouds— (also: drop from the skies) appear
unexpectedly as if by magic: We were fired upon from behind
houses and barns by marksmen, who seemed to “drop from
the clouds.”

be on cloud seven— (also: be on cloud nine) be extremely
happy or euphoric: She was on cloud seven. Gary was the
prize catch who could have had any girl he wanted, but he
asked her, instead.

be in the club ¢ join the club

be in the club— (coll.) become pregnant (also: be in the pud-
ding club): When the doctor told me I was in the club I told
him he was daft — that I'd never — well, you know.

Jjoin the club—1. (also: join the crowd) is used to tell that one
has already had a similar, usually unfavorable, experience: You
think you'll never be out of debt? Join the club. 2. be one of
a number of people sharing smth. in common: Men knew she
was available to anyone who cared to take her out for an eve-
ning. Peter had avoided joining the club. 3. = be in the club:
It was not long into my girlfriend’s pregnancy that I realized
it was not going to be fun. Between the time she “joined the
club” and us knowing about it, she went decidedly mad.

be in the race ® make the race

be in the race—1. compete for smth. such as public office,
etc.: Morris Udall, the “liberal-progressive” spear carrier, will
have to win to stay in the race. 2. (negat.) not have a chance
of winning or obtaining smth.: A few years ago he wouldnt
have been in the race to own a car like that.

make the race— = be in the race I: He might perhaps consider

making the Senate race.

be in the running ® make the running

be in the running—compete for smth. such as fame, smb.’s
affections, etc.: A month before Joyce married Hal, three of
Joyce’s boy friends seemed to be still in the running. Cf: be
out of the running— fail to achieve success as a contender: Hal-
liburton is now out of the running for bids on lucrative con-
struction contracts.

make the running—1. lead over one’s competitors in a con-
test, etc.: The early leaders drop back and allow others to
make the running. 2. (also: do the running) show initiative;
make sure that things get done: He is unsure of himself, half-
frightened of the girl, so she has to make the running.

be in the same boat ° sail in the same boat
be in the same boat— (also: be in the same box) be in the same,



be in the swim

usually unfavorable, position: When John told her how poor
he was she said that she was in the same boat.

sail in the same boar—act together; make common cause
with a person: If I were you I wouldn'’t sail in the same boat
with someone as corrupt as he is.

be in the swim ® swim with the stream

be in the swim— have interest or active role in modern life
and social activities: The need to be in the swim —up to
date — might not have been the least of our driving forces for
general progress.

swim with the stream— (also: float with the stream) act as the
majority of people do; behave in a conventional way: Those
who prefer to swim with the stream are numerous everywhere.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come on stream— (also: go on stream) be in active oper-
ation: The second phase of the airport will come on stream in
two years.

be in the wind ° hang in the wind

be in the wind—1. (also: be in the air) be rumored or sus-
pected: Everyone in the industry knew that a change was in
the wind. 2. (5.) be alcohol intoxicated: I am not in the wind
... for you see I'm perfectly sober.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase in a breeze— (coll.) easily, without visible effort: It had
been a battle of the sexes and the girls had won in a breeze!
No contest really: Girls 4 — Boys nil!

hang in the wind—show signs of uncertainty; hesitate: She

waited for what was coming. But he hung in the wind.

be in the wrong ® be wrong

be in the wrong—act in a way not morally justifiable: In all
questions between a government and an individual, the pre-
sumption is that the government is in the wrong.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be in the wrong box— (UK coll.) be in a wrong position
and so in difficulty or trouble: Mr. O’shea, if you report what a
private member says to you then you will be in the wrong box.

be wrong—have the wrong idea or opinion; be incorrect in
one’s statements, etc.: None of us are so proud as never to

confess that we are wrong.

be in trouble ¢ have trouble

be in trouble—1. be in a difficult or dangerous situation:
The Youth Board finds the youngsters who are in trouble and
begins to work with them. 2. (euph., of an unmarried woman)
be pregnant: She said she consented to be married to the pris-
oner as she believed she was in trouble.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be troubled—1. be put ro the inconvenience of doing
smth.: Mineralogists have often been troubled to distinguish
with certainty between apatite and nephelin. 2. be anxious or
concerned: The King was troubled, lest this eloquent man
should shake his resolution.

have trouble— experience serious problems: The telegraph
lines began to have trouble, and for a while the experts couldn’t
figure out what was the matter.

be in trouble with someone ® have trouble with
someone

be in trouble with someone—suffer unhappiness or have
problems because of smb.: He has been in trouble with the
police arising out of his activities with the British Israelites.

have trouble with someone—1. have problems with smb. be-
cause of this person’s behavior: The Post Office is having much
trouble with people who underpay their letters. 2. = be in
trouble with someone: This wasn’t the first time that my family
have had trouble with the police.
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be in waiting ° lie in wait

be in waiting—1. be in attendance on a person of rank: Es-
mond’s friend, Dick Steele, who was in waiting on the Prince,
heard the controversy between the ladies at court. 2. be ready
for service: Dr Sinclair, who was in waiting, had the man
carefully examined, and it is wonderful to say no bones were
broken.

lie in wair—remain hidden while preparing to attack: Police
yesterday fired tear gas into a car to immobilize a couple alleged
to be lying in wait to rob a cash-filled armoured van.

be in want ® be wanting

be in want—be destitute; live in poverty: Many people are
now out of work and in want.

be wanting—be deficient or inadequate: Nothing will be
wanting to render your stay agreeable.

be in with someone ® be with someone

be in with someone— (coll., also: be on the in with someone)
be on friendly or familiar terms with a person: We go along
for a drink occasionally, but we're not really in with the people
staying there. Cf.: be out with someone— (coll., also: be on the
outs with someone) be no longer friendly with a person: He is out
with his former friend and in with his former adversary.

be with someone— (coll.) 1. pay attention to what a person is
saying: Are you still with me — or shall I go over it again? 2.
support a person; back smb. up: If you do decide to oppose
him, then we’re with you all the way!

See also: have an in with someone / have it in for someone.

be interested in someone ® have an interest in
someone

be interested in someone—be keen to know or learn about a
person: I do not suppose that George was interested in Steven-
son as a writing man.

have an interest in someone—concern oneself about or sym-
pathize with smb.: She happens to be my only sister’s child
and T have an interest in her.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
interest oneself for someone— seek attention for another person:
I will interest myself for you and try to obtain a promise of
the post.

be laid low ° lie low

be laid low—1. (of a disease or injury) cause a person to take
to bed: I've been laid low with this cough most of the winter.
2. be defeated or forced into a humble position: Kidd was laid
low by an incredible run of sheer bad luck.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be low— feel weak or depressed; be in low spirits: 1 am low
today. What is it that makes one day good and another bad?

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
be laid up—1. = be laid low I: The test pilot, Robert Turner,
was laid up with back injuries for months. 2. (of @ ship) be put
in dock, as for repairs: In 1910 she stranded in Singapore and
was laid up with hull damage.

lie low —keep a low profile; try to be inconspicuous: Sarah
decided to lie low until the train got underway again.

be left in peace © rest in peace
be left in peace—Dbe free from interference or coercion: These
men should be left in peace for they have served their time.
rest in peace—(euph.) said of smb. dead and buried: My
grandparents, who now rest in peace, loved Halloween.

be loaded © be loaded for bear

be loaded—(U.S. sl.) 1. be under the influence of drugs or
alcohol: I'm not loaded. I'm just a little tipsy. 2. be very rich:
Mr. Wilson is loaded, but he is also generous with his money.
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be loaded for bear—(U.S. sl.) 1. = be loaded I: Marines are
always loaded for bear, and get nicked once in a while. 2.
ready for the hardest problems: 'm loaded for bear, and that’s
good because this is going to be a rough day. 3. very angry:
By the time he finished talking, I was loaded for bear.

be loath to do something ® loathe doing some-
thing

be loath to do something—be unwilling to do smth.: Perhaps
you have to ease back on your workload, something most
physicians are loath to do.

loathe doing something—have an intense aversion for doing
smth.: Thank you for leaving the kitchen so clean and tidy, a
job I loath doing after a party.

be milk toast ® be toast

be milk toast—(U.S. sl., pejor.) be a timid person who is
afraid to assert himself: He will have frequent battles with
hospital officials.... A doctor who never gets into scraps with
those around him is a milk toast.

be toast—(U.S. sl.) said of a person who will not succeed or
will be in deep trouble: They may have gotten him in a posi-
tion where if he doesn’t really shine in those debates, he is
toast.

be mixed up ® mix it up

be mixed up — (coll.) be confused in one’s feelings: No won-
der the boy turned criminal, he had been mixed up all through
his childhood.

mix it up — (sI.) argue or exchange criticisms; quarrel vigor-
ously: Shaffer was aggressive and didn’t mind mixing it up
when she had to.

be nettled ® be on nettles

be nettled—be vexed or angered: Becker was nettled at the
groan from those around the table. “I know it’s a lot of money,
but this is necessary.”

be on nettles—be impatient or anxious: Some of them were
on nettles till they learned your name was Dickson.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
grasp the nettle—take decisive or bold action: It was hoped
that, grasping the nettle with resolution, he might suffer no

evil results.

be nobody’s business ¢ like nobody’s business

be nobody’s business—said of smth. that does not concern
anyone: I look like death warmed up and what I feel is no-
body’s business.

like nobody’s business— (coll.) said of an activity done with
great energy or enthusiasm: “He can sing like nobody’s busi-
ness,” said Stoker.

be none of someone’s business ® have no business
to do something

be none of someone’s business—said of smth. that does not
concern a person: She’s not his girlfriend, and this matter is
none of his business.

have no business to do smth.—have no right to do smth.:

This woman had no business to publish his private letters to
her.

be of one mind ¢ be single-minded

be of one mind— (of two or more people) be in complete agree-
ment; think alike: Upon sober reflection, I cannot say that I
am of one mind with the pastor.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase be in two minds— (also: be in rwenty minds) feel doubrful
or hesitate about smth.: 1 am still in two minds whether to take
the house or not.

be on one’s last legs

be single-minded—have but one purpose; concentrate on ac-
complishing only one task: Isabella was single-minded in her

determination to cause Blanche as much trouble as possible.

be off one’s legs ® be run off one’s legs

be off one’s legs—be resting: She didn’t know how long she
could manage it, but for the time being at least she was off her
legs.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase be on one’s legs— (also: be on one’s feet) 1. be standing up
while working: His sciatica bothers him mainly after being on
his legs all day. 2. get up (to speak, etc.): “It’s a lie!” Foe was on
his legs, and he fairly shouted it. 3. recover after an illness:
Willie is now in the Middlesex Military Hospital.... He is
progressing favorably and soon hopes to be on his legs again.

be run off one’s legs— (also: be rushed off one’s legs) be tired to
the point of exhaustion: The servers were run off their legs
trying to keep the buffet tables supplied.

be off one’s nana © lose one’s nana

be off one’s nana— (Austral. sl.) be mentally deranged: We've
learned to laugh at our predicament. If we hadn’t we'd all be
off our nanas.

lose one’s nana— (Austral. sl.) lose one’s temper: Lost my
nana with a couple of customers tonight and wish I hadn’t.

be off one’s nut © get one’s nuts off
be off one’s nut—(sl.) be out of one’s mind; be insane: But
is the master off his nut that he has her down here to stay?
get one’s nuts off — (coarse sl.) obtain sexual release: Screwin’
my white friend’s black wife makes me feel even better. Makes

me get my nuts off.
be on a high © be on a high horse

be on a high— (coll.) have a feeling of great excitement and
happiness: The team are definitely on a high at the moment
so we will go to Bahrain feeling very optimistic.

be on a high horse—be very dignified and formal: Every sin-
gle person I spoke to was on a high horse and treated me like

they were doing me a favor.

be on all fours ® hit on all four

be on all fours—1. crawl on one’s hands and knees: Claud
slipped through the hedge on all fours and I followed. 2. (coll.)
correspond or harmonize with smth.: The railways maintain
that conditions in Great Britain and America are not on all
fours.

hit on all four— (coll.) work most efficiently (also: hit on all
six): If we can hit on all four, we can provide incredible value
for our members.

be on home ground ¢ play away from home

be on home ground— (also: be on one’s own ground) 1. be in
the area where one works or lives (with the implication that it
makes a person feel confident and secure): 1 was sad to see Ar-
gentina lose on penalties. They were doing pretty well con-
sidering the Germans were on home ground. 2. be competent
in a subject because one is thoroughly familiar with it (with
the implication that it makes a person feel relaxed and comfort-
able): Here he is on home ground, spinning webs of excellent
dialogues around incidents, holding the spectator spellbound.
Here he is at his professional best.

play away from home— (coll.) have an affair on the side: Pink
allegedly agreed that Carey could “play away from home” while

she is on tour.

be on one’s last legs © be the last leg
be on one’s last legs—be at the end of one’s resources and
failing fast: At this point I was on my last legs ... I would



be on one’s own ground

have loved nothing more than to have stopped for a rest. Cf.:
need new legs— (also: need fresh legs) 1. be in need of rest: 1 think
I need new legs from all the walking we did. 2. (Sporz) need
players who are young: We need new legs on the team. Veterans
are great, but the youth has so much more potential.

be the last leg—be the last part of a trip (separated from
other parts by a period of rest, etc.): We were tired but this

was the last leg of our journey.

be on one’s own ground ¢ stand on one’s native
soil

be on one’s own ground— (also: be on home ground) 1. be in
the area where one works or lives (with the implication that it
makes a person feel confident and secure): Whenever possible he
liked to make a point of talking to drug users on their own
ground. 2. be competent in a subject because one is thoroughly
familiar with it (with the implication that it makes a person feel
relaxed and comfortable): And where he is on his own ground,
as in the chapters dealing with family life, he exercises his
well-known mastery of observation.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase stand one’s own ground— (also: hold one’s ground)
maintain one’s firm position in an argument, etc: Perry discov-
ered that he could stand his own ground and still be respected.

stand on one’s native soil— be in the land of one’s birth: Tam
looking forward to going back to France and standing once

more on my native soil.

be on overtime ® be over one’s time

be on overtime—work after the usual working hours: The
men stayed locked up for two hours until their boss agreed
they would repair the faulty central heating immediately —
on overtime.

be over one’s time— (of a woman) be late in menstruating
(the usual implication being that of unwanted pregnancy): “A
fine father and mentor you are. Don’t even realize that she is
over her time,” he cursed himself...

be on pins and needles ® have pins and needles

be on pins and needles— (coll.) be in the state of agitated ex-
pectancy: We had been on pins and needles all day long until
we received her telegram.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase be on one’s pins— (coll.) be on one’s feet; be in good
health: When I came home after a number of years, I was glad
that mother was still on her pins.

b) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the phrase
be on the needle—(sl.) be addicted to injectable drugs: My
brother’s on the needle, and I want to help him.

have pins and needles—have a pricking tingling sensation in
a limb: I have had pins and needles in my left hand for about

two weeks now.

be on the fiddle ¢ fiddle about

be on the fiddle—(s.) be involved in illicit money-making
activities: As it was day-time, everyone in the coffee bar was
on the dole or on the fiddle.

foddle about— (coll.) mess about or waste time: I've been fid-
dling about for ages trying to get the windscreen washers to
work properly.

be on the hop ® go on the hop

be on the hop—(coll.) 1. be very busy: I'd been on the hop
ever since morning, for being in love with Anita was a stren-
uous calling. 2. play truant; stay away from school, etc.: Re-
member that day I was on the hop from school? I went down
to the city that day...

go on the hop— = be on the hop 2: Ronan used to go “on the
hop” (skipping school) when he was a teenager.
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Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
catch someone on the hop— (coll.) catch a person unprepared;

take smb. by surprise: You've caught me on the hop, I'm
afraid — give me five minutes to get ready.

be on the look-out for something  look out for
something

be on the look-out for something—be watchful wishing to
find or acquire smth.: Restaurant manager Jose Padilla is al-
ways on the look-out for something new for his customers.

look out for something— (also: watch out for something) 1. be
on the alert for smth. harmful or dangerous: There were signs
everywhere warning people to look out for falling rocks. 2. =
be on the look-out for something: I've been looking out for a
new job for six months. 3. take care of smth.; protect smth.
from harm: When this young man is away from his home, I
look out for his property.

See also: outlook for something / outlook on something.

be on the mend ® mend one’s ways

be on the mend—1. be getting better after illness: He has
been on the mend under the excellent care by his wife Phyllis.
2. (of things) improve: The economy has been on the mend
since the data in the report was gathered.

mend one’s ways—improve one’s behavior, work, etc.: He is
unlikely to mend his ways unless he is forced to do so.

be on the sick ® be sick
be on the sick— (coll.) be on sick list; receive sickness benefit:
Dad used to be on the sick for a long time and couldn’t work.
be sick—1. be unwell; be affected by illness: When she was
sick he wanted her to get the best doctor. 2. (have an inclina-
tion to) vomit: “Ouch!” said Joss and looked as if she would
be sick again.

be on the side of the angels ® join the angels

be on the side of the angels—be on the side that is morally
right: His motivation to stop whaling is on the side of the an-
gels and I share it.

join the angels— (euph.) die: They were all children once.
One day, sooner or later they will all join the angels beyond
the garden of death.

be on the top line ® sweat on the top line

be on the top line—(coll.) be in the highest state of perfec-
tion, readiness, etc.: It cannot be but harmful to the patient
to be attended by a doctor who through sheer exhaustion is
not on the top line.

sweat on the top-line— (sl.) be close to attaining or obtaining
smth.: Here was I sort of sweating on the top line, and I finally
got the offer about two days before my time at British Steel
expired.

be on the verge of something ® verge on something

be on the verge of something—be on the point beyond which
smth. bad happens: The country was on the verge of ruin; the
revolution was a matter of months.

verge on something—1. border on a particular area: The rear
of the park verges on the river. You can see the railroad bridge
downstream.... 2. resemble smth.; be similar to smth.: To
cling to this idea when it has been shown a thousand times to

be erroneous verges on stupidity.

be on the wire ® be on wires

be on the wire— (dated) be speaking on the telephone (a/so:
be over the wire): He ought to have spoken to Nunez about
the broken chain while he was on the wire.

be on wires—(coll.) be in a state of nervous excitement or
agitation: “I could not sleep,” began the Countess. “I was all,
as you say, on wires.”
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Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase be wired—1. be carrying a hidden communications
device connecting to other people: Rodriguez was convicted for
receiving bribes from an undercover agent who was wired. 2.
(of premises) be equipped with a microphone, loudspeakers, etc.,
to transmit sound: The hall was wired with miles of cables,
computer monitors, and loudspeakers to showcase new music.
3. be programmed like a robot to do smth.: Remember, he’s
wired to kill and rape everything in sight —and he knows how
to dispose of the body! 4. (coll.) = be on wires: Some nights he
is so wired until he comes to bed but can’t sleep, so he is just
watching TV for hours.

be on top of someone ® top someone

be on top of someone—1. (of an approaching vehicle) suddenly
come too close to a person: It was raining and I couldn’t see
anything until the car was right on top of me and I dove out
of the way. 2. said of a small space where people find it difficult
to have any privacy: He still lives in Downsea. Near enough
for me to babysit but not so close that we're on top of him. 3.
said of smth. involving more work than one can cope with:
By no stretch of the imagination could our work have been
termed exhausting, but it was always on top of you.

top someone—]1. exceed a person in height or weight: She
was so tall that she topped her father by a head. 2. have the
supremacy over smb.: Dance in movies begins with Fred As-
taire, and no one has ever really topped him. 3. (s/.) kill a per-
son: Tom King wasn’t a good enough character to warrant
months of interest in who topped him.

be one too many © have one too many

be one too many —(coll.) be more than a match for a person:
I venture to prophesy that, between us, we shall be one too
many for the Colonel.

have one too many— (coll.) take more alcohol than one can
drink: The man was a little tipsy; it looked like he had had
one too many for complete control of his faculties.

be oneself * be oneself again

be oneself—behave in a way that is natural, especially in
contrast to the affected manner: I wish you wouldn’t act the
sophisticated lady. You're far nicer when you are just being
yourself.

be oneself again—be in one’s normal condition of mind and
body after an illness, emotional stress, etc.: After such a long
illness, it’s good to be myself again.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
be full of oneself— be impressed with one’s own work; be too
proud of oneself: Karl is so full of himself. He is a good designer,
but I'm so sick of his personality.

be out of one’s brain ¢ have brains

be out of one’s brain— (s.) be very drunk (also: be out of one’s
scull): By the time I arrived at the party he was out of his
brain.

have brains—(coll.) be very smart and intelligent: Don’t be
fooled by her pretty appearance alone, this girl has brains to
match!

be out of spirits ® lose all spirit

be out of spirits—be dejected or depressed: I was out of spir-
its at the thought of leaving all my family and friends for so
long a time.

lose all spirit—lose courage or confidence: The lad had been
so badly treated, that he had lost all spirit.

be out of the ball park ® knock it out of the ball
park
be out of the ball park— (coll.) 1. be not close to the correct

be put into execution

amount or number: Their budget “estimates” are out of the
ballpark and too high in my opinion. 2. be beyond the bound-
aries of what is acceptable or possible: The project makes sense
only with those recommendations, otherwise, it is out of the
ball park.

knock it out of the ball park— (coll.) do smth. exceptionally
well (also: hit it out of the ball park): The film stars Uma Thur-

man who can take a strong female role and knock it out of the

ball park.

be out of the woods ° take to the woods

be out of the woods— (often negat.) be finally free from trou-
ble or difhculties (also: be out of the wood): The Prime Minister
is by no means out of the woods, and must fight to defend his
leadership.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come out of the woodwork— appear as though out of
nowhere, especially in large numbers: He won the lottery and
has had old “friends” and distant relatives coming out of the
woodwork ever since.

take to the woods— run away from one’s responsibilities; get
away from trouble and hide: When trouble comes, wise men
take to their work; weak men take to the woods.

be over someone’s head ® hang over someone’s
head

be over someone’s head — (also: be above someone’s head) said
of smth. too difficult to understand: I bought a handful of
photographic magazines and when I got home to read them,
I found they were completely over my head.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be in over one’s head— be involved in a situation too
difficult to deal with: He realized that he was in over his head,
and that only his family could help him.

hang over someone’s head— (of an evil, calamity, etc.) hover
over a person; be imminent: Celia Palmer had been acquitted
of all the gravest charges hanging over her head this long time.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
hold something over someone’s head— remind a person of his
mistake or failure: If I turned up late, my parents would hold
it over my head for the rest of my life, but if it’s Taylor, well
there’s always the exception.

be pleased with oneself ® please oneself

be pleased with oneself—be much satisfied with what one
does: He was very pleased with himself after he had passed his
driving test.

please oneself—do whatever one likes, without having to
obey others: We don’t have to be back by a certain time; we

can just please ourselves.

be poorly ® be poorly off

be poorly—be feeling unwell: “Kate, your mistress is poorly
this morning, and prefers you not go in to her.” “Poorly? Oh,
but sir, she will want her tea...”

be poorly off —have very little money: Many of the Africans
who came here as refugees more than a decade ago are still

poorly off.

be put into execution ® be put to execution

be put into execution — (also: be carried into execution) be car-
ried out: The plan was put into execution and this was the
beginning of the manufacture of woolen fabrics.

be put to execution—1. = be put into execution: The plan was
put to execution, and the group of three moved down, along-
side of the rocky wall. 2. suffer the penalty of death: Michael
Malik was put to execution in Trinidad. He was accused of
murdering a British woman Gale Benson...



be put up against the wall

be put up against the wall ® be up against the wall

be put up against the wall—said of smb. about to be executed
by shooting: His appeal was turned down.... The day came
round and he was put up against the wall to be shot.

be up against the wall— (also: have one’s back against the wall)
have run out of options; be pushed to the last extremity: When
I was up against the wall and couldn’t pay my bills, I knew I
had to do something.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come up against a blank wall—(also: come up against
a brick wall) encounter an insurmountable obstacle or difficulty:
‘We come up against a blank wall. There is a total unwilling-

ness to hear our side of the story.

be quit of someone ® be quits with someone

be quit of someone—be free or rid of a person: “On the
whole,” she continued thoughtfully, “it would be much better
if he died. I mean, I'd feel more finally quit of him.”

be quits with someone—be even with smb. by repaying a
debt or by means of retaliation: He was quits with all the
world, and loved others as little as he thought they loved him.

be reflected in something © reflect on something

be reflected in something—be clearly shown in smth.: The
low level of interest in the election has been reflected in the
unwillingness of the citizens to vote.

reflect on something—bring smth. into question or disfavor:
Your behavior reflects on the good name of the school.

be related to someone © relate to someone
be related to someone —be connected by family to smb.: Tam
distantly related to the Rochesters by the mother’s side.
relate to someone—1. concern a person: When it doesn’t relate
to me I can't find the energy to worry about it. 2. communicate
or deal with other people: Children need to learn to relate to
other children.

be ringed © be rung

be ringed—1. be encircled or surrounded: The village was
ringed by a wall of sharp-thorned acacia branches woven
tightly together. 2. (of birds) have a numbered ring attached
to their legs, so that various aspects of the bird’s life can be
studied: The first birds to be ringed in southern Africa were
Cape Griffons.

be rung— (of a bell, gong, etc.) be caused to sound: The first
peal in North America was rung at Christ Church, Philadel-
phia, in 1850.

be seated ® be unseated

be seated—1. (imper.) is used as an invitation to sit down:
Thank you all for being here today and please be seated. 2. be
placed in a chair or other seat: Once they were seated in her
office, she started to explain the problem. 3. be established in
a position of power or authority: Churchill won and was
seated as a Liberal member in the 1906 election.

be unseated—be removed from office: No first-term gover-
nor has been unseated in the state since 1918.

be set on doing something © be set to do some-
thing

be set on doing something—be determined to do smth.:
Roberts was outraged, and thereafter he and Nieuwendyk were
set on leaving the team.

be set to do something—Dbe ready and prepared to do smth.:
We were set to enjoy the weekend in a deluxe room overlook-
ing Downtown Disney.

be soft in the head ¢ have a hard head
be soft in the head—(coll.) be foolish or mentally retarded
(also: be weak in the head): One of the curses of being a sci-
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ence-fiction writer is that unsophisticated people assume you
to be soft in the head.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be weak-minded— be not firm or resolute enough: He
was a good guy, but was manipulated.... I guess you could say
he was weak minded.

have a hard head—be practical and determined, not in-
fluenced by sentiments: He’s not the suit and tie you all think
he is. He has a hard head but he also has a heart.

be sold on someone ® be sold out to someone

be sold on someone—(U.S. coll.) be accepted by a person as
worthy: When we first moved in, our neighbors seemed cold
and unfriendly, but now we are sold on them. Cf.: be sold on
something— be persuaded to recognize the worth or desirability
of smth.: Parliament, and presumably the citizens, were sold
on the idea of creating the Child Support Agency.

be sold out to someone—(coll.) be betrayed deceitfully to
smb.: He had little support from the English aristocracy who
felt that they had been sold out to Rome.

be someone’s right-hand man © stay on the right
side of someone

be someone’s right-hand man—act as a person’s chief assis-
tant: 'm counting on you being my right-hand man.

stay on the right side of someone— (also: keep on the right side
of someone) continue to be friendly with smb.: It will pay you
to stay on the right side of the boss, as if you annoy him it
could cost you your job.

be stiff-necked ¢ have a stiff neck

be stiff-necked— (also: be hard-necked) be stubborn or
haughty: She was stiff-necked, but he would make her see rea-
son.

have a stiff neck—suffer from a condition in which the head
cannot be moved without pain: By the time the train pulled
into the station, he had a stiff neck and an aching back.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase have the neck— (coll.) have the insolence; be presumptu-
ous enough to do smth.: 1 asked her how she had the neck to
come to the area to open a community center, while she was
cutting community jobs.

be stuck for something ¢ be stuck on something

be stuck for something— (coll.) be unable to obtain smth.:
An undergraduate is no longer “stuck” for a dinner, a seat at
a play, a railroad ticket.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase stick up for something— (coll.) declare oneself in favor
of smth.; support a cause: 1 shall always like him the better for
“sticking up” for old New England.

be stuck on something— (coll.) feel a strong attraction to
smth.; be captivated with smth.: I am stuck on the idea that
what we are missing most in our culture today is truth.

be stuck on someone ® be stuck with someone

be stuck on someone — (5l.) feel a strong attraction to a person:
You'd say she was kind of stuck on the fellow at the first meet-
ing although it was a blind date.

be stuck with someone — (coll.) be unable to get rid of an un-
wanted person: The truly sad thing is that I am stuck with
him for the rest of my life.

be stuck up © be stuck-up

be stuck up—1. (sI.) said of an armed robbery: It was only
the previous night that he had been “stuck up,” with a pistol
at his head. 2. (¢coll.) be hindered from proceeding on a jour-
ney, etc.: Luckily, we got stuck up in a town and not in the
middle of nowhere.
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be stuck-up — (coll.) be conceited; insolently refusing to be
companionable: Most people when they meet me expect me

«

to be mean or “stuck-up” because of the title.

be taken ill ® take it ill

be taken ill—come down with a disease: The assigned at-
torney originally scheduled to try the case was taken ill sud-
denly.

take it ill— (formal) be offended: I beg you not to take it ll
that I failed to answer your greeting. My anger prevented a

reply...

be talked out © be talked out of something
be talked out—Dbe tired by talking: Well, you now know all
my opinions on the subject; my throat is dry, 'm talked out.
be talked out of something—be persuaded not to do smth.:
He had to be talked out of leaving at the beginning of this
week.

be the cock in the henhouse ¢ rule the roost

be the cock in the henhouse— said of a male in an all-female
environment: He made her tell patients that breast exposure
was a “normal procedure,” and referred to himself as “the only
cock in the henhouse.”

rule the roost—be the boss or manager, especially at home:
But who really rules the roost? Possibly his wife Sybil — equally
keen to be seen as a pillar of society and equally blinkered as
to life in the real world.

be there for me © be there or be square

be there for me—help me when I need it; be supportive:
They told us that they would be there for me and help me
through the difficult time I was about to face.

be there or be square—you better be there because everyone
of importance will be there: Cassidy is having a gallery open-
ing.... There’s an intimate dinner party immediately follow-
ing, so be there or be square.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
you had to be there— used to say that to appreciate the situation
you should have been there: There was such a feeling of solidar-
ity and unity and peacefulness, you had to be there to feel it.

be through something ¢ be through with some-
thing

be through something—endure smth.; live through a partic-
ular experience: These were experienced fishermen. They had
been through many storms on this sea before.

be through with something—1. eventually accomplish smth.:
When she was through with this aria, she asked the audience
to be silent, and then she spoke. 2. (¢co/l.) have had enough of
smth.; be tired of smth.: 'm through with this job; I must

find something more interesting.

be titanic ® go titanic

be titanic —said of smth. gigantic: Zana’s efforts are titanic.
Whatever be her motivation, no one can deny the importance
of what she has done.

go titanic— (sl.) not succeed; fail: An incident that happened
recently involved a joint project that nearly went titanic.

be too big for one’s boots ¢ fill one’s boots

be ro0 big for one’s boots— (also: be too big for one’s shoes) be
too proud and conceited: That showed ... his arrogance in
acting like a puffed up politician who is too big for his boots.

Jfill one’s boots— (UK coll.) 1. have or acquire as much of
smth. as one wants: Come on everybody, fill your boots, the
food is on the table. 2. score lots of goals: He would have
filled his boots in European football; it’s a shame that such a
player will end up with just one medal.

be used to doing something

be too far gone ® go too far

be too far gone—be in an advanced stage of a particular con-
dition (suffering from illness, etc.): We tried to make him un-
derstand, but he was too far gone to take in what we were say-
ing.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase be a bit gone—(sl.) be crazy or insane: The cook
scratched his head; he had a chat with the overseer afterwards,
and they agreed that the traveler was a bit gone.

go too far—go beyond the limits of what is considered rea-
sonable: If this was an olive branch, Dondolo was tempted to
take it, just because he had gone too far.

See also: go far / go far afield.

be under the cat’s paw ® make a cat’s paw of some-
one

be under the cat’s paw —live under the control of some dom-
ineering person: She might claim adulthood in every sense of
the word.... She would no longer be under the cat’s paw of
her stepmother.

make a cat’s paw of someone —make another person a tool or
instrument to accomplish one’s own purpose: She simply made
a cat’s-paw of you, Basil. I can see it now, darling, I did not
then.

be under the delusion ® be under the illusion

be under the delusion —1. hold a false opinion or belief: Any-
one who is under the delusion that corrupt governments are
only in the Third World has better think again. 2. hold a belief
that may be a symptom of madness: He was charged with
shoplifting but the man was under the delusion that the su-
permarket belonged to him.

be under the illusion— = be under the delusion I: Often our
world is under the illusion that power comes in the form of
money.

be up for something ® be up to something

be up for something—1. (of a house, car, etc.) intended for
sale or repairs: How long has this house been up for sale? 2.
be considered for a position, a job, etc.: I believe he’s up for
re-admission to the society at the next committee meeting. 3.
facing criminal charges: I hear the gardener is up for the rob-
bery at the big house. 4. (¢coll.) willing to do smth. or interested
in doing smth.: If you’re up for straight drinking, go to an
izakaya, usually explained as a Japanese pub.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be hard up for something— be short of smth.; not have
enough of smeh.: 1 was hard up for cash so I was willing to do
whatever I could, within reason.

be up to something—1. feel well enough or be able to do
smth.: Mother hasn’t been up to much recently, while her leg
was bad. 2. be about to engage in smth. mischievous or rep-
rehensible: I felt sure he was up to no good when I saw him
hanging about the back door. 3. be well aware of smb.’s dis-
honest tricks, etc.: But surely, all that’s taken care of by the
customs authorities? They must be up to all the dodges. 4.
equal smth. in standard: I wonder whether his latest book was
up to your expectations?

See also: be down for something / be down to something.

be used to doing something ® used to do some-
thing

be used to doing something—be accustomed to doing smth.:
He is quite used to working hard.

used to do something—said of a constant or frequent practice
in the past: He used to come every Friday and order a pint of
bitter.




be welcome

be welcome ® be welcomed

be welcome—1. be gladly accepted in a particular place: You
will always be welcome here in our Academy, as a spectator or
a participant. 2. be generously permitted to do or have smth.:
If you and your family need the money that badly you are
welcome to it. 3. (Zronic) be allowed to have smth. burdensome
or unwanted: If you think you can do this job any better, you
are welcome.

be welcomed—be warmly greeted: As the Pope traveled
through the streets of Nazareth, he was welcomed by thou-
sands who crowded the streets cheering.

be well away © be well off

be well away—1. be a long way off (from a place): We truly
were well away from civilization, wild Africa at its very best!
2. (coll.) be very drunk: Bristow had a bottle of whisky and I
had one of gin so we were well away.

be well off —be financially comfortable: By central European
standards they are quite well-off. They have their own flat and

drive new cars.

be well connected ¢ have a good connection

be well connected—have relatives who hold important posi-
tions: He learnt from other sources that the Ernscliffes were
well connected.

have a good connection—have many customers, clients, etc.:

He set up in business and soon had a good connection.

be whole of mind ® be whole-minded

be whole of mind— (arch., formal) be mentally normal; be
of sound mind (used in wills and trusts): 1 Richard Ballard of
Orbye being whole of mind and perfect of remembrance make
my last will and testament.

Note: a) The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the
phrase whole of mind and body— safe and sound; unharmed:
We just hoped that he would come home from his tour whole
of mind and body.

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
have half a mind— feel tempted or inclined to do something: 1
had halfa mind to drown myself then; but an odd wish to see
the whole adventure out ... restrained me.

be whole-minded —be completely dedicated to smth.: Even
if Bu Kiwon was crazy (which, of course, he was not), he ob-
viously was whole-minded enough to create trouble for the
League!

be wide of the mark ® come short of the mark

be wide of the mark — (also: be off the mark) be inaccurate or
erroneous in one’s judgment: The idea that the Israelis are
anxious to dictate a Carthaginian peace is ludicrously wide of
the mark.

come short of the mark— (also: fall short of the mark) fail to
attain some desired object or end: A perfectly good talk can
be ruined if your answers to questions come short of the mark.

be worth doing something ® be worthy of doing
something

be worth doing something—be good enough to justify spend-
ing one’s time on: This book is worth reading, but keep in
mind the saying “you shouldn’t believe everything you read.”

be worthy of doing something—Dbe of high level of excellence
to deserve smth.: I am still of the opinion that it is worthy of
reading by people who enjoy a good science fiction book.

be written in black and white ¢ see something in
black and white

be written in black and white—be put down in writing (as
a proof of smth.): The fact that I am gay is written down in
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black and white. I came out at teaching college and the fact
was put down in my personal file.

see something in black and white—see complex issues in sim-
ple terms of right and wrong: That is not, any more, an ac-
curate portrait of the society. People do not see these things
purely in black and white.

bear a resemblance to something ® bear a sem-
blance of something

bear a resemblance to something— (also: have a resemblance to
something) seem similar to smth., especially in external ap-
pearance: Both in the treatment of the face and in the pose of
the body the figure bears a resemblance to certain Kushan
sculpture.

bear a semblance of something— (also: have a semblance of
something) have a slight, superficial and often deceptive sim-
ilarity to smth.: After many years, life here bears a semblance
of normality and farmers have had a bumper crop.

bear down on something ® bear on something

bear down on something—move towards smth.; approach
smth. quickly: With the wind blowing strongly behind, the
boat bore down on the harbor.

bear on something—have relation to smth.; be connected with
smth.: That bears on what you were saying about the problem.

bear market ® bull market

bear market— (Stock Market) a period of time when the
prices of securities are falling or are expected to fall, and in-
vestors pull out their money: Two months before the end of
the bear market, Business Week ran an article titled “Running
scared from stocks.”

bull market— (Stock Market) a period when investment
seems promising and people are keen to do it: While the bull
market in Asian growth is far from over, there is also a lot of
Latin American growth that is going unnoticed.

bear someone ® bear with someone

bear someone—1. (usually Passive) give birth to a child: She
bore three children in three years. 2. (usually negat.) tolerate
or endure smb.: She could not bear the man Joe she was living
with.

bear with someone—put up with a person; show patience
towards smb.: Bear with me while I try to remember exactly
what he said.

beard the lion in his den ® walk into the lion’s den

beard the lion in his den —confront a person of power coura-
geously on his own ground: Seeking to give Robbie’s father a
piece of her mind she elects to beard the lion in his den —or
rather his business office.

walk into the lions den—find oneself in a difficult situation
in which one has to face unfriendly or aggressive people: After
the failure of the negotiations, he had to walk into the lion’s
den and face the Press.

beat a dead horse ® work off the dead horse
beat a dead horse— (also: flog a dead horse) pursue a futile
goal; try to revive interest in a dead issue: Son, we talked about
this and the decision was “no.” You are beating a dead horse.
work off the dead horse— (also: work out the dead horse) do
work for which payment has already been made: The sailor
was advanced one month’s pay.... During the first month out,

he was “working off the dead horse.”

beat about the bush ¢ beat the bush

beat about the bush— (also: beat around the bush) approach
the subject indirectly; refuse to come to the point: Why should
you beat about the bush when asking for better wages?
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beat the bush— (also: beat the bushes) 1. search through all
likely areas: Pennsylvania hunters have been accustomed to
beating the bush in search of bucks. 2. try hard to get or
achieve smth.: A few years ago everyone was beating the bushes
for top properties in Santiago.

beat it ® it beats me

beat it—1. (sl., often imper.) go away immediately: Mike
yelled at them and told them to beat it. He then returned to
comfort his children. 2. (coll.) surpass or do better: Tell the
dealer what you've already secured in terms of the interest rate
and ask if he can beat it. Cf.: you can’ beat it— said of smth. of
the highest quality and unlikely to be surpassed: We have an ap-
preciation for good food, and you can’t beat it in places like
Trattoria Milanese.

it beats me— (coll., also: it beats my time) it surpasses my un-
derstanding; it leaves me puzzled: It beats me how this pres-
tigious project can be awarded to such a poor architect.

beat one’s brains out ® blow oné€’s brains out

beat one’s brains out—1. (also: dash one’s brains out) kill one-
self by smashing one’s head: There would be nothing to stop
me from plunging down the well of the staircase and beating
my brains out. 2. (coll.) think hard; struggle with a difficult
task (also: beat one’s brains): I've been beating my brains out
all day over that report.

blow one’s brains out— (coll.) kill oneself by shooting in the
head: When his wife left him, Peter thought there was nothing
left for him to do but blow his brains out.

beat someone to the draw ® beat someone to the
punch

beat someone to the draw—1. shoot quicker than an opponent
in a gun fight: He called me out in Tucson and I beat him to
the draw, placing a bullet right through his heart. 2. get some-
where or obtain smth. before smb. else does: I beat him to the
draw and reported him to the superintendent myself, and gave
my version of the story.

bear someone to the punch—1. (Boxing) land a blow before
one’s opponent can strike: I beat Hanley to the punch and he
went down on his haunches. 2. = beat someone to the draw 2:
Once in possession of those weapons, the tyrant would be un-
deterrable. The national security depended on beating him to
the punch.

Note: Neither expression is equivalent in meaning to the phrase
beat someone to the wire— (UK also: beat someone to ribands)
defeat smb. in a race or contest; show oneself superior to a person:
I've been teased a few times over the years by the boy jockeys,
but once I beat them to the wire a few times they quit teasing
me so much.

beat someone’s time © it beats my time

beat someone’s time—1. (Sport) improve on a person’s achieve-
ment: Samson wins the race, but Xena, off in the women’s
Olympics, beats his time anyway. 2. (coll.) obtain or achieve
smth. ahead of another: Well, I thought I was up for that pro-
motion but he beat my time with his latest project. 3. (coll.)
start a romantic relationship with smb.’s partner: Suppose
Celia was in love with some man and Elspeth beat her time
with him.

it beats my time— (coll., also: it beats me) it surpasses my un-
derstanding; it leaves me mystified: When she took up the
pan she was puzzled to find that several biscuits were missing.
“It beats my time,” she said, aloud.

beat the band ¢ to beat the band

beat the band— (coll.) be most improbable or extraordinary
(also: beat all): 1 have heard of unretentive memories but that
beats the band.

become history

to beat the band—(U.S. coll.) to an extreme degree: Guests
can use their brainpower to beat the band and win a free drink
for every right answer.

beat the clock ® beat the time

beat the clock—complete the task before a stated time: Any
job is much harder if you are trying to beat the clock.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase flog the clock—(Nautical) move the hands of the clock
Jorward (to quit one’s job before the due time): 1 got suspicious
that the clock was being flogged in the interest of making the
time of those in the mate’s watch shorter.

beat the time—1. (Music) mark or follow the rhythm with
the feet, a baton, etc. (also: beat time): The captain joined in
with a long raucous song, beating time on the tea tray. 2.
(Sport) improve on smb.’s achievement: He’s hoping to ride
two hundred miles in less than eight and a half hours, beating
the time set by an eccentric Yorkshireman in 1831.

beat the socks off someone ¢ knock someone’s
socks off

beat the socks off someone—(coll., also: bear someone’s pants
off) win decisively over an opponent in a competition: The
true bingo professionals — like us — will beat the socks off the
amateurs every time.

knock someone’s socks off—(U.S. coll.) impress smb. greatly;
amaze or stun a person: You wouldn’t expect teenagers to sing
opera, but these kids will knock your socks off.

See also: pull one’s socks up / work one’s socks off-

beat the target © hit the target

beat the target—do better than planned: It provides incen-
tives to adopt new technologies to meet the target and to beat
the target.

hit the target—meet the target; achieve the intended results:
Will the government hit the target this time? At least it has

the power...

beat the wind * hit the breeze
beat the wind— (also: beat the air) continue to make futile
attempts: We are beating the wind: the foreign public is not
eager to listen to our talks however truthful they may be.
hit the breeze—(U.S. sl.) go away promptly; make off at
once: Bob Tidball was never to “hit the breeze” again. The
deadly .45 of the false friend cracked and filled the gorge with

a roar.

beaten to death ¢ dead beaten

beaten to death —1. killed by beating: The magazine quoted
a report which stated that prisoners were routinely starved or
beaten to death. 2. (also: flogged to death) discussed so many
times that it is not interesting any more: No sporting event is
beaten to death more than the Sugar Bowl — it is analyzed
again and again by the commentators.

dead beaten— (also: dead beat) extremely tired; utterly ex-
hausted: When I saw him arrive in the same hostel as us, he
was dead beaten, after having traveled for over 24 hours.

beauty sleep © sleeping beauty

beauty sleep —an afternoon nap or rest taken to improve the
appearance: I remember my grandmother always took her
“beauty sleep”— heaven knows how she managed it with all
she did.

sleeping beauty—a business company which is a prime target
for takeover because it has a high profit potential: The inter-
esting thing with Zenith is that the company was a sleeping

beauty.

become history ® go down in history
become history—said of a past event, etc. that has lost its



bed head

original impact or importance: Autocratic monarchy has be-
come history now, and republicanism has become a reality.
go down in history —said of an event that is notable or mem-
orable in history: The Northern Ireland peace agreement will
go down in history as an agreement that paved the way for

many others on our continent...

bed head ° sleepy head

bed head— (sl.) the way one’s hair looks after sleeping on it:
The only time my hair is curly is when I have a bed head.

sleepy head— (coll.) a sleepy or lethargic person: I will give
Laura a big hug as soon as she’s awake. She really is a sleepy
head.

bed of roses ® rose bed

bed of roses— (usually negat.) said of a pleasant, easy condi-
tion of life: Post war Hungary was no bed of roses. Political
oppression permeated every facet of life.... Cf.: bed of thorns—
said of a situation of anxiety and apprehension: It was a bed of
thorns every hour of every day all through the making of the
film.

rose bed—a flowerbed of roses: Since I cannot separate
lavender from roses in my mind, I plant clumps of it around
my rose beds.

beef head (UK) ® beef head (U.S.)

beef head (UK)—(sl.) a slow witted person: You may look
all hot and sexy, but with that attitude you'll only end up with
a beef head of a partner.

beef head (U.S.)—(5l.) a resident of Texas: A resident of
Texas was called a “Beef-Head” by at least 1869. The name is
related to Texas’s famous cattle industry.

beef-tea ® meat tea

beef-tea —juice of beef strained off after cooking in water
(given as stimulating food to people who are ill): Miss Lawson
tiptoed into the room, carrying a cup of beef-tea.

meat tea — (also: meat-tea) a meal taken between lunch and
supper with some kind of meat dish included: This high oc-

casion was to be celebrated by a “meat-tea.”

Beefeater ® meat eater

Beefeater—(UK) 1. one of the Warders of the Tower of Lon-
don: The Beefeaters at the Tower wear the costume of Henry
VIIth’s body-guard. 2. an officer in the (ceremonial) body-
guard of the British monarch: In order to become a Beefeater,
you must have an unblemished conduct record.

meat eater—(U.S. sl.) a corrupt policeman: Meat eaters
spend a good deal of their working hours seeking out situations
they can exploit for financial gain.

before Christ ® before God

before Christ— (abbreviated B.C.) before the Christian era (of
a date calculated backwards from the birth of Christ): Morrison
mentions a dictionary in the Chinese language as having been
compiled 1100 years before Christ.

before God— (used as a solemn declaration) as God sees me;
as God is my witness: “I will bring up your son as if he were
my own,” he told the dying woman. “I promise you that, be-

fore God.”

behind one’s time © past one’s time

behind one’s time—1. after the usual or proper time: Master
Gammon was half an hour behind his time for bed, and had
dropped asleep in his chair. 2. using things not in style; fol-
lowing old ways: I started to think that either Ben had been
so ahead of his time when he first came to us, or I was behind

my time.
past one’s time—1. = behind one’s time I: By the time Kewaa
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got home, it was past her time for bed and her mother was
concerned that something had happened to her. 2. be late in
menstruating (the usual implication being that of unwanted
pregnancy): It's this way — I'm just married and my wife is past
her time and I can’t afford to have any children. 3. past one’s
prime; no longer young or efficient enough: I have sat in on
school board meetings and while Jeanie may mean well she is

past her time for effectiveness.

behind the times ® behind time

behind the times—1. (of things) old-fashioned or out of date:
The science books of twenty years ago are behind the times
now. 2. (of people) using things not in style; following old
ways: Mary thinks her parents are behind the times because
they still do the foxtrot.

behind time—1. (of a clock) slow; behind the correct time:
This option lets you set your computer clock several minutes
ahead or behind time. 2. behind schedule; after the usual or
proper time: The train was a good deal behind time, and
therefore the stop was curtailed as much as possible.

behind the veil ® under the veil

behind the veil— (also: beyond the veil) is used with reference
to the next world: He [Christ] described the world behind
the veil with the graphic force of one to whom it was no un-
known country.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase behind the scenes— out of public view; in secret: We
could only assess what we could observe but here the main
part of the work is carried out behind the scenes.

under the veil—is used with reference to smth. which con-
ceals or obscures a person’s true motives: Some terror acts are
organized under the veil of religion in an attempt to justify
such conduct.

believe in something ® believe something

believe in something—1. have trust in smth.; feel sure of the
value of smth.: The United States believes in the great poten-
tial of Africa. 2. feel sure of the existence of smth.: Clever
farmers made good use of the belief of these people who be-
lieved in ghosts.

believe something—feel sure of the truth of smth.: I want to
believe this story, but then again I still have a lot of doubts
about its authenticity.

bell boy © bell buoy

bell boy—an employee in a hotel who helps guests by car-
rying their luggage, running errands, etc.: Led by a “bell-boy”
into the lift, she walked along a pale-gray river of corridor
carpet.

bell buoy—a floating buoy with a bell that gives a warning
or positional signal to ships: You may hear the ringing bell
buoy and see our local fishing fleet pass through the channel.

belly up to the bar ® go belly up

belly up to the bar—(U.S. sl.) 1. go up to the bar to order a
drink, etc.: It will be a great place to belly up to the bar, or
just mingle before the shows. 2. get seriously involved; make
a serious effort: There was hope for solving the crisis but it
was time for all parties to “belly up to the bar.”

20 belly up —(coll.) become bankrupt: The recent recession
led to a decrease in orders, and workers increasingly feared

that the company would go belly up.

belong in something ® belong to something

belong in something — (also: belong with something) be in the
correct place or situation: This kind of picture does not belong
in a teenage magazine.

belong ro something—be a member of a group, party, etc.:
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A judge who belongs to a club that excludes women may have
difficulty ruling on cases of sex discrimination.

below someone ® beneath someone

below someone —in a lower rank or station than another per-
son: They have the right of censure that allows them to remove
any officer below Colonel from command.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
under someone—subordinated to or commanded by a person:
You are under San Diego but any reports you make go direct
to Graz.

beneath someone—said of smth. too rude, coarse, or inap-
propriate for a person to do: That kind of thing is beneath
Fred. I am appalled that he did it.

below the weather ® under the weather

below the weather— (Aviation) said of weather conditions at
ground level: The pilot had flown the aircraft down in an at-
tempt to remain below the weather. Cf.: above the weather —
(also: over the weather) above the range of weather conditions ar
ground level: As our engines were designed to operate at low
level there was no possibility of flying above the weather.

under the weather—1. (coll.) feeling sad or not quite well:
Brandeis, who was under the weather, was happier to be en-
tertained than to entertain. 2. (5., euph.) alcohol intoxicated;
suffering from a hangover: Well, I see Daddy’s under the
weather again.

bench warmer ¢ chair warmer

bench warmer— (coll.) a substitute in a sports team who sel-
dom plays: He thought about leaving after the 1994 season,
his third straight year as a bench-warmer.

chair warmer—(coll.) 1. (derog.) an ineffective office holder
or employee: The judge frowned at me. The courtroom chair
warmers craned necks in my direction. 2. (pejor.) a person
who lounges for long periods sitting in a chair: He never takes
me out anywhere. He’s a chair-warmer at home for fair.

See also: keep the seat warm | warm the bench.

bend the ear of someone ® bend the ear to some-
one

bend the ear of someone— (coll.) talk to a person at length in
a boring and bothering way: Humphrey bent the ear of
Charles Murphy for nearly two hours.

bend the ear to someone —give favorable attention to smb.:
You can guarantee that the Administration will consistently
bend the ear to its financial backers.

bent out of shape ® out of shape

bent out of shape— (sl.) upset, worried or angry: Jane is bent
out of shape because she wanted to go to the zoo, but no one
would take her.

out of shape— (of an athlete) not well trained; in bad physical
form: I also was out of shape, and quickly became out of
breath.

beside oneself * out of oneself

beside oneself —overpowered with some strong emotion (a/so:
beyond oneself): Toscanelli was beside himself with joy at find-
ing his belief had proved true.

out of oneself—1. out of one’s normal mental condition: She
seemed out of herself, like her spirit had been sunk with that
ship half a world away. 2. = beside oneself: 1 was out of myself
with emotions. How can you call 911 for an emergency and be
put on hold?

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
above oneself— used of smb. who is self~important, thinking too
highly of himself: She really is above herself and forgets that she
is in her position because the public thinks she is “one of them.”

between dog and wolf

beside the question ® beyond question

beside the question—not relevant to the subject under dis-
cussion: What you are saying may be true, but in this case it
is completely beside the question.

beyond question—1. not subject to doubt or dispute: He
may be a little careless in his work, but his loyalty to the com-
pany is beyond question. 2. unquestionably; without doubt:
I've read other books on the Incas and this one is beyond ques-
tion the best single volume on this topic.

best boy ® best man

best boy—1. (coll.) one’s favorite friend: “I was his best boy,”
Auguste told The Sunday Age. “I miss him dreadfully as a
companion.” 2. (Film or TV production) assistant to the chief
electrician: The gaffer’s assistant answers to the amusing title
of best boy!

best man—the groom’s aide at a wedding: Who will be your
best man when you get married?

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
best people— people of high social standing: There are other
hotels, but I couldn’t tell you much about them: they’re not
patronized by the best people.

best of British luck, the ¢ luck of the Irish, the

best of British luck, the—(often shortened to “best of British”)
1. is used to wish a person very good luck: Let me wish you
the best of British luck. We know how testing the competition
will be. 2. is used ironically, implying that the required luck
may not materialize: The chances of them winning are, let’s
be honest, slim, but we wish them the best of British luck.

luck of the Irish, the—1. = best of British luck, the I: 1 have
stumbled across this journal and your adventure and wish you
the luck of the Irish in your pursuit. 2. extreme good luck or
fortune: Maybe it was the luck of the Irish that saved McFad-
den on that freezing December day.

bet on the wrong horse ® put the saddle on the
wrong horse

bet on the wrong horse— (also: back the wrong horse) base
one’s plans, etc. on a wrong guess about smth.: To count on
the family farm as an important thing in the American future
looks like betting on the wrong horse.

put the saddle on the wrong horse— (also: get the wrong pig by
the tail) lay the blame on the wrong person: Blaming the
teacher for the lazy student’s academic failure is putting the
saddle on the wrong horse.

between a rock and a hard place ® between wind
and water

between a rock and a hard place—facing equally bad or un-
desirable alternatives: His client was between a rock and a
hard place — actually the state of New York and his landlord.

between wind and water—said of the most vulnerable part:
Mallinson must have guessed what was coming. Nevertheless,
it hit him between wind and water.

between dog and wolf * between hawk and
buzzard

between dog and wolf—is used of the time of twilight: The
thought of dinner ... drove out the eeriness of the twilight
glen. The hour between dog and wolf was passing.

between hawk and buzzard—1. facing equally bad or unde-
sirable alternatives: “We are between hawk and buzzard,” said
Livingston; “we puzzle ourselves between the warlike and the
commercial opposition.” 2. = berween dog and wolf: 1t’s be-
tween hawk and buzzard when at long last Elias and me set
off home. I know Mama won’t be happy with us.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase




between maid

between hay and grass—1. (of a season, etc.) neither one thing
nor the other: “It’s sort of between hay and grass with us, you
know,” he explained. “Walnuts all marketed and oranges not
ready for the pickers.” 2. (U.S. coll., of a young person) not a
boy (or a girl) and not yet a man (or a woman): The boy was
between hay and grass, but would make a man soon. For now,
though, he looked miserable and every bit a child.

between maid © go-between

between maid— (UK dated) a young girl servant who helps
in cooking and housework: She saved money for the voyage
by working as a “between maid” in the London home of a “ti-
tled lady.”

go-between —smb. acting as a messenger or intermediary
between two parties: Beginning in the seventies, he was a go-
between for Western arms manufacturers doing business with
Iraq.

beyond it ® off it

beyond ir— (also: past it) unable any longer to pursue a nor-
mally active life as when younger: Jackson is eighty, yet he
still goes to business every day. Most people are beyond it long
before that age.

off it—(coll.) not feeling well: T shall hesitate before swal-
lowing painkillers next time I feel off it and give natural reme-
dies a try I think.

See also: not in it / not with it; out of it / well out of it.

beyond limits ® out of limits

beyond limits—beyond the bounds of what is usual or
proper: The total lack of respect from the staff in this place
was beyond limits.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
without limits— without restriction; to any extent or degree: If
only the banks would lend money without limits!

out of limits— (of an area) with restricted access (also: off
limits): The entrance to the building was out of limits to the
non-students.

beyond one ® beyond oneself

beyond one—beyond one’s power: It is beyond me to even
propose an opinion on what should be implemented to resolve
this issue.

beyond oneself —overpowered with some strong feeling (a/so:
beside oneself): He was beyond himself with rage and could
not keep his temper.

beyond the bounds of something * out of bounds
to someone

beyond the bounds of something—beyond the limits of what
is acceptable or possible: To acknowledge that the question is
beyond the bounds of science, is to admit that science cannot
explain everything.

out of bounds to someone —said of an area not allowed to be
visited by certain people: The police patrolled the bridges that
gave access to a small village, which was out of bounds to
troops.

biannual event ¢ biennial event

biannual event—an event that happens twice a year: The
fair, also known as Canton Fair, has been a biannual event
held in spring and autumn since 1957.

biennial event—an event that happens once in every two
years: This biennial event (home furnishings trade show) is
held in the spring of odd-numbered years.

big day ° long day
big day—a day on which important things happen: Today
is going to be a big day for local athletes.
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long day—1. a working-day of fairly lengthy duration: I
made a very long day last Friday. 2. a day perceived as lasting
unusually long (because it is boring, etc.): I was held up by
storms for three long days. 3. (bi0l.) a long period of light: In
most polycyclic insects long days cause continuous develop-
ment.

big deal, a ® big deal

big deal, a—1. an important business transaction: My
brother pulled off a big deal today. I think we’re going into
business together. 2. said of smth. important: This attack
alone may not be a big deal but in combination with others
it has greater impact.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase great deal, a— very much; a lot: Vancouver Island has
done a great deal to support the Mainland in the past, and is
doing so at present.

big deal—is used as an ironic exclamation to say that smth.
is not important at all: “So, I can charge an evening’s enter-
tainment to business expenses.” “Oh, big deal. Carry on.”

big dog * Big Grey Dog

big dog— (UK dated 5l.) a man engaged to expel unruly per-
sons from a saloon, etc.; a “chucker-out”: He was “big-dog”
to a disorderly house, and when called upon ... to turn out of
the establishment those who had been robbed in it he did not
do his spiriting gently.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase short dog—(U.S. sl.) a bottle of cheap wine: Every now
and then I get a short dog of Train and make my friends make
funny faces as they watch me drink it.

Big Grey Dog—(U.S. sl.) a Greyhound Lines, Inc. bus (Grey-
hound Lines, Inc. providing the major intercity bus transporta-
tion): Greyhound is as American as apple pie. You have not

lived unless you rode the Big Grey Dog, as I like to call it.

big drink ¢ long drink

big drink—(U.S. sl.) the Atlantic ocean (also: big pond):
When you're [flying] over the big drink you really get to feel
how tiny we humans are.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase big drink of water—(5l.) 1. a large body of water: Lake
Michigan is a big drink of water; the bacteria levels fluctuate
dramatically as you move around the shore. 2. (also: tall drink
of water) a tall person: All they knew was that the bank officer’s
killer was a big drink of water who looked like a mountain
man.

long drink—a cold refreshing drink served in a tall glass,
containing little or no alcohol: Facilities include a swimming

pool and a “beach shack” serving long drinks all day.

big game © large game

big game—1. the larger animals, such as lions, etc.: For big
game, Bushveld is that part of the Transvaal which the hunter
must seek. 2. an important sport event: Believe it or not, the
best players on your team get nervous before a big game. 3.
an adventurous undertaking involving great risk and gain: Just
look at my life, Luke. It’s all one big long game.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase great game—1. excellent performance in a sports event:
It was a great game that was tightly contested throughout. 2.
= big game 3: Disraeli was an adventurer who played the great
game va banque with a courage and effrontery. ..

large game— = big game I: The country round is full of large
game, especially elephants, giraffe, and zebras.

See also: little game / small game.

big hand ® small hand
big hand— (usually in the phrase “give someone a big hand”)
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a large round of enthusiastic applause: The audience gave
Jason a big hand at the end of the performance.

small hand—said of a style of writing belonging to a par-
ticular person: The three folders with notebooks contained
sheets carefully written in small hand.

See also: short arm / short hand.

big house ° little house

big house—1. (UK) the principal house of an estate; the res-
idence of the squire: Cattle sheds were at Thriepland Hill,
while the “big house” and some other offices were at Branxton.
2. (U.S. sl.) a prison or federal penitentiary: I feel like a crim-
inal who has been in a hideout, been caught, and has to go
back to the Big House. 3. (UK hist.) an institution for the
poor: As long as they kept out of the “big house” (the work-
house) she would not complain.

little house— (euph.) the toilet, especially an outside one: A
gate led from the first yard into another in which were the pig
sty, the hen-house and what they called jocosely “the little
house.”

big shot ¢ large shot

big shot—(sl.) 1. an important person: I was asked to dine
with Thomas Lamont, along with a number of big-shots in
the American newspaper world. 2. a substantial injection of a
drug: The final chase scene hit me hard, like a big shot of
heroin in the mainline vein. 3. a generous portion of liquor,
etc.: He then poured himself a big shot of the finest Malt.

large shor—1. = big shot 3: Add a large shot of vodka, a large
shot of freshly made espresso coffee, and a dash of sugar syrup.
2. (hist.) cannon-balls: His musket balls reached us in every
direction but his large shot either fell short or went consider-
ably over us.

big stick © big sticks

big stick—a display of force or power: Happily the revolu-
tion in Paraguay is too far down in South America to arouse
the “big stick” in Washington.

big sticks—1. (Loggers) a forest or trees: Felling one of these
“big sticks” is a dangerous occupation, says Howard, a life-
long logger. 2. (Austral. sl.) Australian rules football goal posts:
Hall gathered a loose ball in a goal-line scrap and snapped be-
tween the big sticks.

big word e little word

big word—1. a long word that is difficult to spell: Her gift
[the dictionary] will always be there on the shelf, helping me
to get the big words straight. 2. a rare word, especially when
used in pompous speech: He is using the big words in an at-
tempt to make himself look smart. 3. the most important
word; the key-word: In the majority of the ads for new houses,
“split-level” is the big word, the selling word.

little word— (also: small word) 1. a short and simple word:
Jerseymen turn every statement into a question with that little
word “Ay?” 2. (coll.) a short conversation: I want to have a
little word with you about last night. 3. (co/l.) a short utter-
ance: If anybody dares say one little word about you, I'll tend
to them.

bite one’s tongue © bite the tongue

bite one’s tongue—1. hold back a remark one was about to
make: The thought ... almost slipped out between his lips,
but he bit his tongue in time. 2. refrain from discussing smth.
embarrassing, etc.: However, one recent story proved ex-
tremely hard to bite one’s tongue over.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
bite one’s lip— keep back one’s anger, annoyance, etc.; repress
an emotion: It was quiet for a moment, and Robert bit his lip,
trying not to giggle like a little girl.

black bird

bite the tongue — (of food) be spicy or pungent: The cheese
has a strong aroma and a lovely salty tang that really bites the

tongue.

bitten by the same bug ® tarred with the same
brush

bitten by the same bug—said of people who have the same
interest or hobby: My cousin and I were bitten by the same
bug. We collect coins.

tarred with the same brush—said of people considered to
have similar objectionable qualities: As the numbers of immi-
grants increase, refugees are tarred with the same brush as il-
legal economic migrants. Cf: painted with the tar brush — said
of peaple or things represented as evil or harmful: The myth of
the liberal media grew stronger and the Democrats were

painted with the tar brush.

Black Act, the ¢ Black Acts, the

Black Act, the— (UK hist.) the English statute of 1722, di-
rected against certain lawless persons who designated them-
selves “The Blacks”: The Waltham blacks committed such
enormities, that Government was forced to interfere with that
severe Act called the Black Act.

Black Acts, the— (UK bist.) acts of the Scottish Parliament
passed between the accession of James I and 1587: Under the
administration of the Earl of Arran, a subservient Scottish
Parliament passed the legislation known as the Black Acts,
making the king supreme in all.

black and tan ® Black and Tans, the

black and tan— (UK sl.) a drink composed of porter and
ale: He asked for a pint of black and tan, and had to explain
to the waiter what it was.

Black and Tans, the— (UK hist.) an armed force specially re-
cruited in 1921 to combat Sinn-Fein (an Irish movement dedi-
cated to the unification of Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland): 1 read a lot about the Black and Tans during my
British and Irish politics class.

black and white film © black film

black and white film —a monochrome film or motion pic-
ture: He submitted a strong script that led Fox to substitute
color film and wide screen for black-and-white and the con-
ventional small-screen ratio.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase black and white—(U.S. diners) chocolate soda with
vanilla ice cream: Ever since a Philadelphia soda fountain man-
ager whipped up the first “black and white,” ice cream floats
have been a favorite of sweet tooths of all ages.

black film —1. a film typically featuring the dark, seedy side
of the big city: French critics saw the five films as a group and,
noticing a common theme of pessimism and darkness, called
them film noir, or black film. 2. a film with predominantly
black actors: The words are revealing; for this is a black film,
not only with a mostly black cast but also with a black director,
Mario Van Peebles.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
black comedy— (also: dark comedy) a film that takes serious sub-
Jject matter (such as death, war, suffering, etc.) and addresses it
in a humorous fashion, even when it may seem inappropriate:
Frank Sinatra stars in a black comedy about the danger of ex-
treme left and right wing politics.

black bird ¢ blackbird
black bird—any of the birds that have black feathers: If we
cross a black bird with a white, all the offspring are grey.
blackbird—a common European songbird (Merula turdus):
Black lark is another very large lark, more closely resembling
a blackbird in size...




black board

black board ¢ blackboard

black board—any board of black color: Some chess players
like to have contrasting colors to lessen eye strain, thus black
pieces on a brown board or brown pieces on a black board.

blackboard—a board of either a dark color or white that is
written on, especially in classrooms: Over half of what is writ-
ten on the blackboard is erased by the end of the lesson.

black book e little black book

black book—1. a register listing persons that have committed
offences against morality, etc.: The German government was
in a position to blackmail 47,000 prominent British “perverts”
whose names figured in a “black book.” Cf:: be in someone’s
black books— be out of favor with a person: Beatrice managed
to leave a very uncomfortable impression upon me and it was
clear that I was in her black books again. 2. an official book
offering special information: Rules relating to naval affairs are
still preserved in the black book of the admiralty.

little black book—1. a book containing the names of ac-
quaintances, potential dates, partners, etc.: I've got a nice
collection in my little black book. 2. a book for recording per-
sonal or private information: Evans kept a note of his expen-
diture in a little black book.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
black-letter book—a book printed in the old heavy Gothic style
of type: She saw Sir John seated by the fireplace, reading out
of a great black letter book.

black box ¢ dark box

black box—1. a flight recorder in an aircraft: The flight
recorder is an indestructible “black box” which automatically
records the key functions in the aircraft. 2. any apparatus of
unknown internal design: Crime squads are searching for the
manufacturer of a black box which contains a device that can
reverse electricity meter readings. 3. (Austral.) a tree with nar-
row, grey-green leaves and rugged, dark grey bark: Other com-
munities contain species that are at the extremes of their nat-
ural distribution, such as black box (Eucalyptus largiflorens).

dark box —a container from which light is wholly excluded
(used for storing light-sensitive plates, etc.): Diaphanoscope —
a dark box constructed for exhibiting transparent photographs.

Note: Neither expression is antonymous in meaning to the
phrase white box— used of computers without brand names (such
as Dell, HP, etc.) assembled by smaller manufacturers and often
packed in unlabeled white boxes: Computer professionals often
prefer white box computers constructed with higher quality
components.

black cap © black hat
black cap—1. a warbler: We followed a pleasant path

through trees and soon found ourselves listening to the sweet
bubbling song of a black cap. 2. (UK hist.) a cap put on by a
judge before sentencing a person to death: He acquitted two
men and then placed the black cap on his head and sentenced
the other two to death.

black hat—1. (coll.) the bad party in a situation (from the
color of hat traditionally worn by the bad character in Western
films): Past entertainment had a moral content — the white
hats won and the black hats lost. 2. (Austral. sl.) a new immi-
grant: I'd never let it be said that a black hat had cut me out.

black-collar workers ® white-collar workers

black-collar workers—1. miners (especially coal miners) and
oil workers: He began performing in the smoky gin mills that
catered to black-collar workers who liked their booze and blues
straight. 2. (5/.) people engaged in media industries (artists,
graphic designers, video producers, etc.): Black-collar workers,
for those of you that aren’t cool enough to know, are the “cre-
ative types’; media, fashion, entertainment, etc.
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white-collar workers—employees whose job is clerical, as
opposed to blue-collar workers engaged in manual work: Today
blue-collar workers can earn more than some of their white-
collar counterparts. Cf.: pink-collar workers— women who work
at traditional non-manual jobs (as secretaries, cashiers, etc.): The
book allows the voices of the pink-collar workers to demon-

strate the simultaneous burdens and pleasures of their work.

black eye ® blackeye

black eye—1. a darkening of the skin about the eye resulting
from a bruise: I thought they'd have a row. Hadn’t Michael a
black eye? 2. a severe blow or rebuff: T hope the Pension Com-
mittee will give a black eye to every bill of that kind.

blackeye—a sprawling herb (Vigua sinensis) cultivated for
forage and green manure: Blackeye crop is allowed to fully
mature, then they are cut and dried to be packaged.

black hole ¢ black hole of Calcutta

black hole—said of a situation when money or resource dis-
appear and are not expected to be recovered (originally of a re-
gion of space from which nothing can escape, even light): What
steps are industrial companies taking to dig their way out this
financial black hole?

black hole of Calcutta—a place that is small, dark, and un-
comfortable: Somebody finally decided to do something for
the poor souls we lock up in a black hole of Calcutta.

black ivory ® ivory black
black ivory— (hist.) Black African slaves viewed as a com-
modity: Help them to make money otherwise than by dealing
in black ivory, and we shall see the slave trade extirpated.
ivory black—a black pigment from calcined ivory: Ivory
black is ivory or bones thoroughly burnt, and afterwards
ground.

black-leg ¢ Blackfoot

black-leg—1. (UK coll.) a non-union workman; a strike-
breaker: The police were used to protect the blacklegs, as those
are called who work outside the Union movement. 2. (coll.) a
professional gambler, especially a cheating one: You see no-
blemen and black-legs bawling and betting in the Cockpit. 3.
a disease in cattle, caused by the fungus Leprosphaeria macu-
lans, which affects the legs: A cattle disease, known as blackleg,
is stated to have killed a number of cattle in the district.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with its
formal French counterpart pied noir—used of people of French
origin living in Algeria during French rule: M. Fabre was an
elderly colon, one of the original French families in Algeria —
a pied noir, as they like to be called.

Blackfoot—1. people belonging to the Blackfoot Indian Con-
federacy: Among the Blackfoot, stealing an enemy’s weapons
was the highest exploit. 2. the language of the Algonquian
American Indians: A few detached languages in the west:
Blackfoot, Cheyenne, and Arapaho.

black market ® gray market

black market—an illegal market in which goods or curren-
cies are bought and sold in violation of price controls, ra-
tioning, etc.: Drugs are sold at the black market and they can
do much more damage than cigarettes can in most cases.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase white sale— a sale at reduced prices of goods such as towels,
linens, etc.: We went to the white sale at the department store
to buy some new sheets before my parents come to visit.

gray market—the retail business operating within the law
but selling goods, such as imports, at prices below those set
by an official agency: Also affected by the gray market activities
are highly technical products such as disc drives, computers,
computer chips.
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black money ® white money

black money—1. money not declared for tax purposes (by
casino operators, etc.): Erlich has also promised an amnesty
for those who reveal their black money and pay a tax on it. 2.
money paid to workman handling dirty materials or working
in dirty conditions: When any class of work involves special
unpleasantness, “black money” or “dirty money” is sometimes
stipulated for.

white money — (arch.) standard silver coins: Rutland pays to
the King one hundred and fifty pounds white money.

See also: pink money / red money.

Black Republic, the ® Black Republicans

Black Republic, the—Haiti (a West Indian State): My subject
is Haiti, the Black Republic; the only self-made Black Re-
public in the world.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase Black Country, the— (UK) a highly industrialized region
of west-central England centered on Birmingham: It is believed
that the Black Country got its name because of pollution from
these heavy industries that covered the area in black soot.

Black Republicans—(U.S. hist.) Republican opponents of
slavery, during the period which preceded the American Civil
War: The Whig party adopted the name of Republicans, and
were called by their opponents Black Republicans, from their

anti-slavery tendencies.

black sheep © black swan

black sheep —smb. who is very different from the other peo-
ple in the group and is considered a bad character: Every priv-
ileged class tries at first to whitewash its black sheep.

black swan— (also: white crow) said of a person or thing that
is extremely rare: After all, he may not be such a black swan
as Aunt Susan makes him out.

blank check ¢ blank sheet

blank check—freedom to choose whatever course of action

blow it

I have met him he was blind to the world and a perfect nui-
sance.

dead to the world—(coll.) 1. unconscious or fast asleep: A
muffled sound of snoring rose from the great hall where thirty
exhausted lads lay dead to the world. 2. = blind to the world:
Six beers and he was dead to the world. 3. unaware of or not
interested in modern affairs: Old Marryat is dead to the world;
I tried to talk to him on at least a dozen modern topics but he
responded to none of them.

block operator ® block worker

block operator— (Railways) a railroad worker who operates
block signals manually: Under Rule 305, block operators had
to inform the dispatcher of an approaching train.

block worker—a person who campaigns on the most local
level (as a city block) on behalf of a political party: He has
served as a Democratic Party block worker and has twice been
a primary election candidate for this Congressional district.

blood bath ¢ blood-tub
blood bath—a wholesale slaughter; a massacre: Even today,
after the unspeakable horror of the blood bath in Hungary,
the betting is still somewhat against a “re-Stalinization.”
blood-tub — (sl.) a theater specializing in the worst forms of
melodrama: Warrilow points out that more than one theatre
in Burslem was affectionately known as the “Blood Tub.”

Bloody Maria ® Bloody Mary

Bloody Maria—a drink consisting of a mixture of tequila
and tomato juice: Stir all ingredients well with ice.... For a
Bloody Maria just replace the vodka with tequila.

Bloody Mary—a drink consisting of a mixture of vodka and
tomato juice: A waitress approached the table. “A Virgin
Mary.... A Bloody Mary without the vodka.”

blow great guns ® go great guns
blow great guns— (of wind) blow severely: The wind was
blowing great guns but there was only the thinnest sprinkle of

one thinks is necessary: The coach was given a blank check by
the university to try and improve the team.

blank sheet— (also: clean sheet) 1. a fresh start when people
decide to forget about previous mistakes, failures, etc.: Man-
agers should start with a blank sheet regardless of the com-
mitments already made and resources applied. 2. said of the
human mind at birth, regarded as having no innate concep-
tions: Nor were they alone in their belief that a new-born’s
mind is a blank sheet on which society can write what it

pleased.
blind auction © blind bidding

blind auction—an auction in which all parties submit sealed
bids by a given date: The U.S. government sells surplus equip-
ment and confiscated goods at blind auctions on several mil-
itary posts.

blind bidding— (Cinema) putting in a bid for the rental of
a picture without the opportunity to see a preview: Movie
theater owners had to accept blind bidding from the distrib-

utors.

Blind Freddy ¢ Blind Tom

Blind Freddy— (Austral. sl.) a person of low intelligence:
Even Blind Freddy could tell you that the government would
fall.

Blind Tom —Thomas Wiggins (born blind in 1849), an
African American autistic musical prodigy: Blind Tom toured
all over the U.S. giving prestigious performances.

blind to the world ¢ dead to the world
blind to the world— (coll.) extremely drunk: He may be a
nice enough fellow when he is sober. But on the two occasions

rain.

go great guns— (dated coll.) proceed or perform with great
speed, skill, or success: You will then not only go great guns —
move steadily forward — but also become big shots — impor-
tant personages. Cf.: great guns— persons of distinction or im-
portance: They are great guns in the kitchen, but shrink to
suitable dimensions in the presence of their betters.

blow hot and cold ¢ go hot and cold

blow hot and cold—keep changing one’s attitude towards
smth.: I will have nought to do with a man who can blow hot
and cold with the same breath.

g0 hot and cold—suddenly feel very worried and frightened
about smth.: I used to go hot and cold about it because I knew

what the implications were.

blow it ® blow me

blow it—1. (sI.) lose or bungle an opportunity, etc.: He'll
probably blow it. He’s beginning to look old. 2. (interj.) used
as an oath or expletive to express annoyance: Blow it! I just
can’t get this wallpaper straight!

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase blow it out of proportion— make smth. appear more sig-
nificant than it should be: It’s sensational and it is easy to make
headlines out of it. But the media blew it out of proportion.

blow me—1. (UK) is used as an emphatic exclamation to
express surprise (also: blow me down): Blow me if it isn’t old
Charley — I've not seen you for years: how are you, old friend?
2. (U.S. coarse sl.) a very vulgar phrase with sexual implication
hurled by an angry person: And if the authorities don’t like
it—well, they can blow me!




blow off steam

blow off steam © blow smoke

blow off steam — (also: let off steam) give vent to one’s anger
or frustration (by talking in an unrestrained manner, etc.):
Perhaps the best way to blow off steam and get rid of stress is
through exercise.

blow smoke—speak deceptively; brag or exaggerate: Hope-
fully they aren’t blowing smoke about how good they are be-

cause I've invested heavily with them.

blow one’s boiler ¢ burst the boiler

blow one’s boiler— (Austral. sl.) lose one’s temper; become
very angry: When I saw how much she had spent shopping
online, I really blew my boiler.

burst the boiler—(U.S. sl.) overexert oneself: A man who is
too lavish with his energy may be cautioned not to “burst the
boiler.”

blow someone away ® blow someone off

blow someone away— (s.) 1. affect smb. with overwhelming
enthusiasm: The whole idea just blew her away. 2. (Under-
world) kill a person: The boss said we was to blow you away
if you gives us any trouble.

blow someone off —(sl.) 1. neglect or ignore a person: Don’t
blow me off. Listen! I want it done now. 2. cheat or deceive a
person: They blew off a young couple and conned a hundred
bucks out of them.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
blow someone out of the water— (sl.) 1. utterly surprise a per-
son: To say the film exceeded my expectations is an under-
statement; it completely blew me out of the water. 2. defeat a
competitor decisively: They also believe that if they fall behind
in the functionality race, the competition will blow them out
of the water.

blow someone’s brains out ® blow someone’s mind
blow someone’s brains out—kill smb. by shooting: Smith
wouldn’t do anything so supposedly masculine as cold-blood-
edly blow someone’s brains out with a shotgun.
blow someone’s mind—cause excitement or the state of ec-
stasy; overwhelm a person: The beauty of the African wildlife
parks blew my mind completely during our trip.

Blue Bird ® bluebird

Blue Bird—is used as a symbolical expression of happiness:
All these ladies have tried to catch this same Blue Bird.

bluebird—1. any of several birds that have blue feathers: We
were fortunate to see such birds as a sky-blue mountain blue-
bird. 2. (Drug users) a depressant; a blue capsule or tablet con-
taining barbiturate: Here, this little bluebird will sing you to
sleep.

I\Pl)ate: The compound does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase blue canary— an emergency worker (a firefighter or a law
enforcement officer) whose death alerts other personnel to a haz-
ardous situation (from the use of canaries in coal mines, whose
death would alert miners to the presence of dangerous gases): The
“blue canaries,” as police and firefighters are sometimes called,
would probably suffer heavy casualties until the (chemical)
agent is identified.

Blue Book ® Project Blue Book

Blue Book—1. a government publication providing infor-
mation on some topic: The U.S. Department of State issued
a heavily documented 40,000-word Blue Book. 2. a directory
of persons of prominence, etc.: The Blue Book of British
Broadcasting is a standard reference book of TV and radio
stations. 3. a list of rules or requirements: When the document
is sent to the Panel a charge is payable according to the scales
set out in the Blue Book.

Project Blue Book—the dossier that the U.S. Air Force main-
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tains on unidentified flying objects: “Project Blue Book?
Wasn't that about UFOs?” Nick could hardly believe what he
was hearing.

blue boys ® boys in blue

blue boys—1. (coll.) the police: Four blue boys held me while
a fifth slipped the cuffs on me. 2. (UK hist.) schoolboys of a
charity school who wear blue coats (a/so: bluecoat boys): The
school whose boys were known as “blue boys,” was dissolved
in the nineteenth century.

boys in blue— = blue boys I: How do you manage between
clients who call the police “pigs” and your professional peers
who regard them as upright boys in blue.

blue coats ® bluecoat boys

blue coats—1. (coll.) the police: One of the blue coats would
attempt to put back the crowd. 2. blue-coated seamen: These
were blue coats — French —who were on shore for a visit. 3.
(U.S. hist.) a soldier in the Federal army during the Civil War:
Wait until the States are restored and the “Blue Coats” are out
of the way.

bluecoat boys— (UK hist.) schoolboys of a charity school who
wear blue coats (also: blue boys): The day after Christmas Day
was a high day with us as Bluecoat boys. We then received our
yearly new coat and cap...

blue devil ¢ blue devils

blue devil—1. (also: blueweed) a coarse prickly weed with
spikes of blue flowers: Blue devil is a coarse biennial Old World
herb introduced as a weed in eastern North America. 2. (Drug
users) a blue capsule or tablet containing barbiturate (a/so:
bluebird): 1 am spending far less than I was while taking those
litle blue devil pills.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase blue devil fish— a recf fish (Paraplesiops bleekeri) inhab-
iting exposed reefs from 3 to 30 meters deep: Blue devil fish are
easily identified by the blue and white-banded body with yel-
low pectoral fins.

blue devils—1. a feeling of depression; despondency: By the
time that he had eaten his soup and drank a glass of wine, he
had got rid of the fit of blue devils. 2. the apparitions seen in
delirium tremens: They, by a continued series of intoxication,
become subject to what is popularly called the Blue Devils.

blue heavens ¢ blue skies

blue heavens — (Drug users) blue capsules or tablets contain-
ing barbiturate: Amobarbital tablets and capsules are called
“blue birds,” “blue devils,” or “blue heavens.”

blue skies— (also: blue sky) 1. said of impractical or unfeasible
plans and ideas: The research amounted to a “blue skies” proj-
ect because it involved going beyond the present capacity of
the reactor design. 2. (U.S. stock market) is used of fake or
worthless bonds and stocks: They were what I would term
“blue sky and hot air” securities.

blue laws ® blue-sky laws
blue laws—(U.S.) laws characterized by extreme strictness
in matters of morals: Even the religious fanatics of Boston and
the mad zealots of Hertford christened them the “Blue Laws.”
blue-sky laws—(U.S.) laws designed to prevent fraud in the
sale of stocks: The “Blue Sky” law of Kansas prohibits the sale
of stock or bonds of any company chartered outside the State.

blue million ® blue money

blue million— (coll.) lots of money: West Virginia taxpayers
have spent a blue million to provide computers to thousands
of offices in state government.

blue money—(U.S.) 1. money from the states whose residents
predominantly vote for the Democratic Party, as contrasted
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with “red money” associated with the Republican Party:
Urban areas subsidize rural areas, and the rural parts of Amer-
ica are more red than blue. Hence the claim of blue money
flowing into red pockets. 2. (also: old money) said of the in-
herited wealth of people who have been rich for many gener-
ations: We wonder why she isn’t planning on donating all of
her earnings from the tape to charity, since she clearly doesn’t
need the “blue money.”

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
verbal phrase blue one’s money— (sl.) spend one’s money quickly
and recklessly: Men in cotton shirts and corduroys met there
to “blue” their money on fiery colonial rum.

blue sky © sky blue

blue sky— (also: blue skies) 1. said of impractical or unfeasible
plans and ideas: The rocket was dismissed as just another blue-
sky project when the concept was unveiled. 2. (U.S. stock mar-
ket) is used of fake or worthless bonds and stocks: They were
what I would term “blue sky and hot air” securities.

sky blue—a deep somewhat purplish blue color: The flag on
one side of the building was sky blue; the one on the other
side was the somewhat darker shade...

board school ¢ boarding school

board school— (UK hist.) free elementary school run by local
education authority and supported by a parliamentary grant:
What guarantee is there that they would not turn the school
into a “provided” or Board School?

boarding school—a school where some or all of the pupils
live during term time: At the Hanover boarding school the
young girls flocked around her and listened to her gentle voice
telling tales from Dickens.

boarding home ® boarding house

boarding home—1. a home for foster children: Jacqueline
was placed in a boarding home and then adopted by a couple
from Plymouth. 2. a private house that provides board and
lodging: Two women take up residence at a boarding home
that had previously been an all-male residence.

boarding house— = boarding home 2: She had some skill in
the matter of keeping a boarding house and her future might
indeed lie in that direction.

boat man ® bumboat man

boat man—1. a man who lends out small boats or rows one
for pay: There he found a solitary boatman, whom he hailed,
and was soon seated in his kayak. 2. a water-bug (Nozonecta
glauca), whose body resembles a boat: The boatman dives
under the water, occasionally coming to the surface for a sup-
ply of air.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase boat person— (pl. boat people) a refugee who attempts to
flee his country by putting out to sea in a small boat: There’s
nothing wrong with being a boat person. The boat saved my
life.

bumboat man— (pl. bumboat people) a person in a boat sell-
ing small merchandise to ships lying at a distance from the
shore: A bumboat man sold him a dodgy camera without film
on his first trip through the Suez Canal.

boat people © river people

boat people —refugees who attempt to flee their country by
putting out to sea in a small boat: Most people were never
aware that a great number of the boat people died on the
ocean.

river people— (Austral.) the Barkindji (an Aboriginal nation)
who lived along the Darling River in western New South
Wales: The riverboat trade began around 1853, at which time
the lifestyles of the river people were disturbed irreversibly.

body work

Boat Race, the ® boat race

Boat Race, the—(UK) the annual race between the rowing
crews of Oxford and Cambridge Universities: The event which
most excited children’s loyalties was the Boat Race.

boat race—a race between rowing-boats: We are sorry to
state that the proposed boat race will not take place.

boat-train ° liner train

boat-train—a passenger train timed to meet a boat: There
was a domestic agency called Universal Aunts doing things
that real aunts ought to be doing, like meeting small boys
from India at the boat train.

liner train—an express goods train between industrial cen-
ters and seaports: If Beeching’s figures are accepted at their
face value, the cost of carrying goods by liner trains will be
much less than by heavy lorries.

boathouse ® houseboat

boathouse—a small building or shed at the edge of a river
or lake, in which boats are kept: Canoes and kayaks are pop-
ular on the lake and can also be rented from the boathouse.

houseboar—1. (U.S. also: float home) a boat roofed over and
fitted up as a house for living in: Living in a houseboat has its
charm. The tranquility and view is unequivocal. 2. (U.S. din-
ers) banana split (an ice cream—based dessert served with sliced
bananas): They learn to say “mats” for pancakes, and “house-
boat” for banana split, for instance, in their diner adventure.

body English ¢ body language

body English—an attempt to control the movement of an
object by contorting the body without touching the object:
Todd and Leszek demonstrate the intensity, concentration,
and body English that are required to push a radio controlled
sailboat.

body language—communication by facial expression and
gestures rather than by spoken language: When we have a
hunch that somebody is telling lies, for instance, what we
really mean is that their body language and their spoken words

do not agree.

body shop ¢ body shopper

body shop —1. a shop or garage where the bodies of automo-
tive vehicles are repaired: After a car accident, I had my car
repaired at a body shop my insurance company referred me
to. 2. (Body Shop) a UK based skin and body care company:
A talk was given by a Body Shop representative about the pres-
sures put on women in order for cosmetic companies to sell
their anti-aging products. 3. (s/.) an employment agency:
Known as “body shops,” some of these middlemen are at the
heart of many of the charges of visa fraud. They recruit work-
ers overseas and arrange for their visas.

body shopper—(sl.) a contractor in a Third World country
who recruits local programmers for U.S. companies: Program-
mers undercut by foreign body shoppers are waging a cam-
paign to get immigration authorities to stop issuing short-
term visas to foreign programmers.

body work ® body worker

body work —1. certain physical therapies like jogging, aero-
bics, etc.: Take thirty minutes out your day to do body work;
it can be walking, Yoga, aerobics, whatever you enjoy. 2. work
on the metal shell of a motor vehicle: I bought my Mustang
from a guy who did body work for a living, so it has had quite
a bit of work done to it.

body worker—(U.S. euph.) an erotic masseur; a prostitute:
In the same manner that some prostitutes refer to themselves
as escorts ... many erotic masseurs refer to themselves as body
workers.



boil down

boil down e boil up

boil down —be reduced by boiling: These plums are heaped
up in the pan, but they will boil down.

boil up — (of a quarrel, crisis, erc.) develop; be about to occur:
A dispute is boiling up over who should be the first to greet

our royal visitors.

boil something down ° boil something up

boil something down — (coll.) state smth. briefly; summarize
smth.: T have tried to state briefly, to boil down, the most im-
portant area of conflict.

boil something up—1. boil or wash clothes: There was a
grand jungle by a small, clean river where they boiled up their
verminous clothes. 2. make tea: In modern India, tea is usually
boiled up very strong with milk and lots of sugar.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase bring something to the boil— cause smth. such as a prob-
lem to reach an urgent state: Issues concerning the intellectual
property rights have been simmering since the 1990s. Devel-
opments in communications technology have brought these
issues to the boil. Cf: go off the boil—(coll.) cease to be active
or interesting: The housing issue has gone off the boil recently,
despite attempts to revive public interest.

bold as a lion © bold as an Essex lion

bold as a lion —very brave and daring, especially in times of
danger: He might have behaved timidly in life; in the book
he would be bold as a lion.

bold as an Essex lion— (UK ironic) said of a very meek per-
son: Oh! yes, he is as bold as an Essex lion, especially when
there is no danger about.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
bold as brass— used of a shameless, impudent person: He came
into my office as bold as brass and told me they would stop
work if they didn’t get any more money.

bon mot ® good word

bon mot—(Fr.) is used to refer to a clever, often biting,
joke or witticism: “The luxuries of the mansion have been
transferred to the hovel,” he laughed, pleased with his bon
mot.

good word—favorable opinion about a person as conveyed
to his potential employer, etc.: I beg you to say a good word
for me to your father. He regards me, I believe, as a very light
fellow...

bona fide ® bona fides

bona fide— (used as an adjective or adverb) 1. genuine; cer-
tified: The ticket for these activities is issued only to bona fide
students who can present their college identity card. 2. sin-
cerely; in good faith: An advocate is protected from an action
for defamation only when the words he utters are spoken bona
fide.

bona fides— (used as a noun) 1. an honest intention; sincerity:
Bona Fides is therefore opposed to fraud, and is a necessary
ingredient in contracts. 2. (documentary) evidence of good
faith: All strangers whose bona fides are not completely verified
must be immediately reported to your superior officer.

boob tube (UK) ® boob tube (U.S.)

boob tube (UK)—a woman’s strapless top that wraps the
upper body (not reaching higher than the armpits): It was
freezing ... but at least I wasn’t wearing a boob tube and
miniskirt like one poor girl.

boob tube (U.S. sl.)—television: Parents complain about the
quality of the shows but don’t prevent their children from glu-
ing themselves to the boob tube.

54—

book agent ® booking agent

book agent—(U.S.) a person who promotes the sale of books:
They may both be glad to invoke the aid of the despised book
agent, who carries literature from door to door.

booking agent—an official selling advance tickets at a railway
station, etc.: When booking tickets with any one of the air-
lines, reference the appropriate file number to the booking

agent to receive the discount.

book-holder ® book-keeper

book-holder — (dated) a theatrical prompter: Bentley supplies
evidence for the existence of a functionary called the
“prompter” or “book-holder” from about 1615 on. There is
little evidence about his precise duties.

book-keeper —a person who keeps accounts of a business,
public office, etc.: The telegram contained the offer of a job,
that of a book-keeper on a sheep run east of Broken Hill.

Book of Psalms, the ® psalm-book

Book of Psalms, the—the book of the Old Testament con-
taining the Psalms: The Book of Psalms contains the produc-
tions of different writers. These are called however the Psalms
of David, because a great part of them were composed by him.

psalm-book —a book containing the Psalms, especially with
metrical settings arranged for use in public worship: See this
bundle of ballads.... I wheedled an old woman out of these,
who loved them better than her psalm-book.

book of words ® word-book

book of words— (coll.) printed instructions (not necessarily
in a book form): I can’t quite see how to put this thing to-
gether. Where’s the book of words?

word-book—1. a list of words with meanings, etc.: It would,
however, seem almost necessary to emphasize that this Word-
Book is not a dictionary of school slang. 2. libretto of a musical
composition: Besides translating many foreign libretti, Chor-
ley wrote the original word-books of one version of the

“Amber Witch.”

book someone in ¢ bring someone to book

book someone in—1. (also: sign someone in) record the en-
trance of an employee, the name of a guest on arrival at a
hotel, etc.: I'll just book you in and then you can have a rest.
2. make an entry of a person’s name, etc. in a police register
following detention: If you are taken into police custody, you
will be booked in by the duty police officer.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
book someone— (Police) charge a person with a legal offence: He
was booked for speeding and driving without a licence.

bring someone to book —call smb. to account; make a person
responsible for doing smth. wrong: They must have had pow-
erful supporters, for little attempt seems to have been made

to bring them to book.
bookman ¢ handbook man

bookman —smb. who is interested in and knowledgeable
about books: Bryant was a real bookman, not just someone
who liked books, but someone with a passion for books.

handbook man —a bookmaker: Bartenders, handbook men
and habitués of dope-staches could be paraded by the dead

unknown in the morgue.

Books of Kings, the ® books of the Four Kings,
the

Books of Kings, the—certain books of the Old Testament
which contain the history of the Kings of Israel: The Books
of Chronicles ... so called as containing particulars omitted

in the Books of Kings.
books of the Four Kings, the—(arch.) a pack of playing cards
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(also: history of the Four Kings, the): Playing cards were origi-
nally called “the Books of the Four Kings,” while chess was
known as “the Game of the Four Kings.”

border on something ® border something

border on something—1. be next to smth.; lie close to smth.:
The old park borders on the shores of the lake. 2. (of z country)
share a boundary with another country: Soviet territory facing
the West borders on Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary.
3. resemble smth.; verge upon smth.: What you are doing bor-
ders on the ridiculous.

border something—form a border along the edge of smth.:
The climate of the land bordering the sea varies from being

tropical in the south and sub-tropical in the north.

bother about something ® bother with something

bother about something—be concerned about smth.; worry
about smth.: Meditation is so beautiful, who bothers about
the result? And if you bother about the result, meditation is
not possible.

bother with something—concern oneself with smth.; preoc-
cupy oneself with smth.: “So you just grab breakfast and get
on the train?” “No I never bother with breakfast, I grab a
coffee on the train.”

bottom dollar * top dollar

bottom dollar— (coll.) one’s last dollar: When he got down
to his bottom dollar it was time to head back into the moun-
tains for another year’s worth of trapping.

top dollar— (coll.) a high or the highest price: A lot of those
guys had paid him top dollar to buy their enlistment in the
six months’ program.

bottom drawer ® top drawer

bottom drawer—the collection of articles for the home that
a girl gathers before she gets married: I got some lovely towels
at the sale, mum. I can’t make up my mind whether to start
using them or put them in my bottom drawer.

top drawer— (coll.) the upper ranks of society: I don’t know
anything about art, and I haven’t met any grand people. 'm
not what he calls out of the top drawer.

bottom line ® bottom of the line

bottom line— the final determining factor; the essence of
the argument: George Murphy and Ronald Reagan certainly
qualified because they have gotten elected. I think that’s the
bottom line.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase down line— (Railroad) a single track of rails in a double
line of railway (for trains traveling from right to left): Originally
the east line was the up line and the west line was the down
line, giving conventional left hand running.

bottom of the line—said of the lowest quality, especially in
merchandise: We offer quality products for a price competitive
to what our competitors sell their bottom of the line products
for.

See also: top line / up line.

bottom up ® bottoms up
bottom up —upside down: A yawl-boat was landed bottom
up from the hurricane-deck upon the heads of those below.
bottoms up — (usually used as a toast) finish one’s drink to the
last drop: The old priest drank his highball almost bottoms up.

bound up in something ® bound up with some-
thing

bound up in something—very busy with smth.; deeply de-
voted to smth.: He is so bound up in his work and the details

of craftsmanship that he seems unreasonable to his siblings.

branch off

bound up with something—closely connected or associated
with smth.: His artistic career is bound up with the develop-
ments of New Ink Painting in Hong Kong.

bow oneself out ® bow out

bow oneself out—bow (to a superior) as one leaves the place:
The maids turned as one, saw their emperor and swiftly bowed
themselves out of the room.

bow out—1. leave a party, a group of people, etc.: Waving
a hand absently, her mother dismissed Miss Jones, who quickly
bowed out of the room. 2. give up a prominent position in
politics, on the stage, etc.: So Sir Harold bows out, at the end
of a distinguished career in broadcasting.

Box Day ¢ Boxing Day

Box Day—1. (Scot.) one of the days during vacation ap-
pointed in the Court of Session on which pleading may be
filed: Box day is a day when the courts of law being closed,
lawyers and litigants can hand in papers. 2. (UK) first weekday
after Christmas Day observed as a holiday: I'll see Jean and
her family on Box Day, but I promised Wylie next year we
would have Christmas with him.

Boxing Day— = Box Day 2: On Christmas Day and Boxing
Day all inland telegram deliveries will be suspended.

boy, oh boy ® boys will be boys

boy, oh boy—an exclamation used as an expression of a range
of emotions such as excitement, surprise, etc.: So my friend,
Krista, came for a visit last week and boy-oh-boy was I ready
for a vacation!

boys will be boys—is used to say that boys or even grown-
up men are expected to act noisy or misbehave: Well, boys
will be boys, you know; we were just the same ourselves when
we were young.

boy toy ® boy’s toy

boy roy—1. said of smth. that provides enjoyable pastime to
grown-up men: Dive propulsion vehicles or underwater scoot-
ers have traditionally been a boy toy. 2. (s, also: toy boy) a
woman’s very young lover: So what if your man is a boy toy?
Enjoy it while you need it to last!

boy’s toy— = boy roy I: A car is a boy’s toy that a man is posses-
sive about, hence he relates to his car more than a woman does.

boys on the bus, the ® man on the bus, the

boys on the bus, the—(U.S. coll.) members of the press who
travel with campaigning politicians (also: boys and girls on the
bus, the): Columnist Jules Witcover, one of “the boys on the
bus” concluded that the candidates’ entourage was about the
last place to be these days.

man on the bus, the—the ordinary person of either sex; “the
man in the street”: The complex matters involve concepts such
as illiquid investments ... none of which will mean much to
the man on the bus who may be, with reason, worrying about
his pension.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase man on the Clapham omnibus, the—(UK) 1. =
man on the bus, the: If you ask the man on the Clapham om-
nibus he will typically think that things are getting better. 2.
(Law) a legal term for a “normal,” reasonably educated person:
If the average person, or as legally defined “the man on the
Clapham omnibus,” would find something unreasonable, a
court may be satisfied...

See also: bus boy / busman.

branch off ¢ branch out

branch off —deviate from an original direction: At the bridge
a little road branches off from the highway and follows the
river.



brand-name dropping

branch out—1. (of a tree) spread out into branches: The tree
branched out in every direction, casting a vast shadow over
the house. 2. = branch off: After a pair of bends in descent the
asphalt ends and the road branches out in three directions. 3.
add new interests or activities: John started a television repair
shop, then he branched out and began selling television sets
too.

brand-name dropping ® name-dropping

brand-name dropping—attempting to impress others by
mentioning the brand names of goods that one owns: We just
lay there on my Thermarest Ultra-Light listening to my tiny
Grundig shortwave and had a great old time. Sorry about all
the brand-name-dropping...

name-dropping—attempting to impress others by familiarly
mentioning the names of distinguished people in order to
imply one’s own importance: Clarke loves to make fun of his
name-dropping. “Name-dropping is vulgar as I told the
Queen last week,” he joked.

brand-iron ¢ branding iron

brand-iron—1. framework of metal bars used to support
burning wood: What are usually called dog-irons on the
hearth are called brand-irons, having to support the brand or
burning log. 2. (dated) a tool used red-hot for branding cattle
or implements: In one farm, the brand iron did not correspond
to the brand registered on the official bulletin of the owner.

branding iron— = brand iron 2: The branding iron must
burn deep enough to burn the hair and the outer layer of skin.

brass hat ® tin hat

brass hat— (coll.) 1. a senior officer in the armed forces: For
two hours in late January, the brass hats of the Pentagon clois-
tered themselves with President Clinton. 2. any important or
influential person: The trouble was that he was a curate, and
the brass hats of the Church look askance at curates who swat
parishioners.

tin hat—a steel trench helmet: The trench hat, “the old tin
hat,” is coming into quite extensive use as a means of head
protection against small falls of rock in mines.

brave it out ® put up a brave front

brave it out— deal with a frightening or upsetting situation
in a brave way: Several were wading about in the water. Two
were braving it out in swim-trunks.

put up a brave front—make a pretence of courage and brav-
ery: We know that Mary is frightened, but she is putting up
a brave front.

breach of arrest ® breach of arrestment

breach of arrest— (Military legal) said of an arrested person
going beyond the limits of arrest as set by orders: If, after such
arrest, he commits a breach of arrest, an additional charge will
properly be added in the case...

breach of arrestment— (Scot., legal) illegal disposal of prop-
erty placed under the control of a law-court: A third party—
arrestee parting with arrested property in breach of arrestment
may be required to pay its amount...

break a fly upon the wheel ¢ fly on the wheel

break a fly upon the wheel—spend a great deal of effort upon
smth. not worth it: To apply more elaborate criticism to them,
would be “to break a fly upon the wheel.”

fly on the wheel—a person who fancies himself of impor-
tance, but who is in reality of none at all: The world grinds

on: we are a fly on the wheel.

break an agreement ® break off an agreement
break an agreement—act in opposition to an agreement; vi-
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olate an agreement: It was made clear that if Janet were to
break this agreement the therapist would discontinue contact
with her.

break off an agreement—cancel or terminate an agreement:
Tensions prevailed and things came to a point of no return
when Lufthansa unilaterally broke off the agreement.

break away © break off ¢ break out

break away—come apart from smth.: The wing of the plane
broke away in mid-air.

break off—1. = break away: The mast had broken off at its
base, and lay over the side of the boat. 2. stop speaking: Jim
was in the middle of a funny story when he broke off to answer
the telephone. 3. stop working for a short time: Let’s break
off and have a cup of tea.

break out— (of a war, fire, etc.) begin suddenly: A fire broke
out in the hospital last night.

break camp ® break out of camp

break camp —leave a camp or a camping-place: The daily
routine will be to break camp after breakfast and load our
equipment onto the boats.

break out of camp —escape from a detention camp: The fol-
lowing day they tried to break out of camp and although un-

armed they were shot down.

break down ° break up

break down—1. (of machinery) fail to operate: The car broke
down on the way to the airport, and I had to take a taxi. 2.
(of an attack, talks, etc.) fail; come to nothing: I expect the
negotiations to break down soon. 3. suffer emotional disorder;
lose control of oneself: The task before her was so difficult
that she almost broke down in performing it.

break up —1. (of things) separate into smaller pieces or parts:
In spring the ice on the Great Lakes breaks up. 2. (of 2 paryy,
meeting, etc.) come to an end: The party broke up when the
police arrived. 3. (U.S. coll.) convulse with laughter; be greatly
amused: Peter just broke up when we told him what had hap-
pened. 4. (of married people) separate: She had heard that John
and Lucille had just broken up.

break even e get an even break

break even —emerge from a transaction, etc. with balancing
gains and losses; make neither profit nor loss: Today a novel
needs to sell 5,000 copies for a publisher to break even.

get an even break— (coll.) get an equal or fair chance; get
the same opportunity as other people: Some guys never get
an even break. Some guys toil and sweat from sun up to sun
down.

break into a bank ¢ break the bank

break into a bank —get into a bank by using force (breaking
a lock, window, etc.) with the intention to rob: Champ’s ac-
complice produces blueprints showing how they can break
into the bank by digging a tunnel under the sweet shop.

break the bank—1. win all the money at a casino gambling
table: He broke the bank at every roulette table he played in,
which essentially meant that he won all the money set for that
table. 2. (often negat.) be too expensive: Even well-known
brand names, such as Revlon and L'Oreal stock affordable
products that won’t break the bank, so it’s good to go hunting
around for sales.

break it down ® break it up

break it down—1. explain smth.: Let me break it down for
you — when a dog shows its teeth, it’s about to attack you. 2.
(Austral., NZ sl.) stop it; come off it (used as an expression of
disbelief, disagreement or a plea for moderation): Let's break it
down. I said I don’t know the man. Never met him.
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break it up—1. disperse; get moving: A policeman forced
his way through the crowd, shouting, “Stand aside! Break it
up!” 2. stop the fight or quarrel: All right you two, break it
up! Don’t make me get a hose on you...

break one’s silence ¢ break the silence

break one’s silence—1. finally bring up a subject: Charlotte
described the telephone call with which the kidnappers had
broken their silence. 2. say smth. after a long pause in con-
versation: Enoch sat hunched and brooding, breaking his si-
lence only to pass the time of day with John Biffen.

break the silence— = break one’s silence 2: Everything was
quiet and time seemed to stand still until Jill broke the silence
saying that Dave had won.

break something away © break something off
break something out

break something away —detach smth. completely by break-
ing: You'll have to break the branches away to get through the
thick forest.

break something off—1. cause smth. to come apart from
smth. else: Mary broke off some of the chocolate to give to
the children. 2. = break something away: These are wonderful
plants and I definitely need advice on what to do after they
bloom. How far do you break the branches off? 3. (of an agree-
ment, association, etc.) end abruptly; discontinue: The talks
were broken off an hour ago and will not be resumed today.
4. stop doing smth. for a short time: Let’s break off work and
have a cup of tea now.

break something out—1. break smth. in an outward direction:
They had to break the door out to escape from the fire. 2. un-

fold or open smth.: We must break out a new case of wine for
his birthday.

break something down © break something up

break something down—1. destroy smth. by reducing to
pieces: The old cars were broken down for their metal and
parts. 2. cause smth. to be defeated; overcome smth.: The po-
lice tried to break down the prisoner’s opposition. 3. cause
matter to undergo chemical change: Chemicals in the body
break down our food into useful substances. 4. separate smth.
into parts; refer smth. to different categories: The figures must
be broken down into several lists.

break something up —1. (of ice, etc.) cleave smth. into smaller
pieces: Enviro Disposal Service can break up old concrete
driveways, then haul away the debris. 2. disband an organiza-
tion, etc.; cause smth. to cease: The king’s death at once broke
up the unity of the Court.

break the Queen’s English ¢ clip the Queen’s En-
glish

break the Queen’s English— (also: break the Kings English)
speak incorrectly owing to lack of skill: Every Berliner feels
exalted when a real English jockey speaks to him and gives
him an opportunity of breaking the Queen’s English.

clip the Queen’s English— (dated sl., also: clip the King’s En-
glish) pronounce words hurriedly and indistinctly when drunk:
He was pretty far overcome by the Champaign, for he clipped

the Queen’s English.
break the wind ¢ break wind

break the wind—said of a line of trees, fence, etc. which
gives protection against the wind: The dunes break the wind
on the beach and provide a beautiful background.

break wind—(euph., also: pass wind) expel intestinal gas
from the anus: I'll kill the first son of a bitch who even breaks
wind.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the com-

pound broken-winded— (also: wind-broken) used of a horse

bring home the bacon

that has impaired breathing: The train was heavy, and where
there was any incline the two engines grunted like broken-
winded horses.

break time ¢ broken time
break time—an interval for lunch: Many schools are on the
one hand educating children about healthy eating and on the
other selling at break time nothing less than junk foods.
broken time—working time reduced by interruptions, etc.:
It is up to each individual union to deal with this problem,
but the obvious right course is to compensate for broken time.

breakdown car ® broken-down car

breakdown car—a truck which is used to tow inoperative
vehicles: If you have a breakdown we are always on call with
our own breakdown car.

broken-down car—a car that stops working because there is
smth. wrong with it: The wayside was strewn with motor tires
and broken down cars.

bridal banquet ® bridal party

bridal banquet—a wedding festivity: The bridal banquet is
not an obligatory part of the wedding process, and its holding
will depend on the traditions of the bride’s family.

bridal party—the bride and her attendants and friends: The
question of who should be invited to join the bridal party was
a huge topic of discussion this morning.

bright as a button ¢ bright as a new pin

bright as a button — (usually of children) intelligent; quick-
minded: You can’t fool Mandy. She may be only six years old,
but she’s bright as a button.

Note: The expression is antonymous in meaning to the phrase
bright as a two-watt bulb— (Austral., ironic) dull or stupid:
Johnnie’s about as bright as a two-watt bulb, and sometimes
the light’s a little slow coming on.

bright as a new pin—said of smth. spotlessly clean and
shiny: After Nora cleaned the house, it was as bright as a new

pin.

bright in the eye ® bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
bright in the eye— (dated sl.) slightly drunk: “You are drunk!”
Walter clutched the window frame and muttered, “Just a trifle
bright in the eye, love.”
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed—(U.S. sl.) alert and enthusi-
astic; ready for action: You look all bright-eyed and bushy-
tailed this morning.

bring down the curtain on something ® draw the
curtain on something

bring down the curtain on something—(also: ring down the
curtain on something) cause an activity, business, etc. to come
to an end: Lewis refuses to fix a date when he will bring down
the curtain on his incredible fight career.

draw the curtain on something— (also: draw the curtain over
something) refrain from discussing smth.; be discreet or secre-
tive about smth.: What happened when he got home, I dare
not describe. Better draw the curtain on the scene.

bring home the bacon © bring home the silver

bring home the bacon—1. work and earn money for one’s
family: Single mothers get little support, and the system has
long been constructed on the premise that the husbands will
bring home the bacon. 2. succeed in an undertaking; accom-
plish smth. of significant value: The company’s aggressive pro-
motional efforts seem to have brought home the bacon, despite
technical problems.

bring home the silver —(Sport) take second place; come in
second (with reference to the silver medals awarded in competi-




bring one’s mind to something

tions): Canada brought home the silver on a day when the op-
ponent were simply better.

bring one’s mind to something ® bring something
to mind

bring one’s mind to something—direct one’s attention to
smth.: Again, Phillips cannot bring his mind to touch the
issue squarely; it keeps shying into side issues.

bring something to mind— make a person recall smth.: It
brought to mind an experience I had in Labrador this past
summer when I was up there fishing.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase bring something to a head—1. bring smth. to an end;
complete smth.: This brings to a head and culminates all the
nameless massacres in Asia Minor. 2. cause smth. to reach a
critical stage: Matters have been brought to a head in the peace
talks; tomorrow they will either succeed or fail.

bring one’s pigs to a bad market ® bring one’s pigs
to a fine market

bring one’s pigs to a bad market— (UK dated) be unsuccessful;
fail in an undertaking (a/so: bring one’s eggs to a bad market):
Yet, desirous as the schoolmaster might be to send the spec-
tators away in good humor, he brought his eggs to a bad mar-
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return to reality (face unpleasant truth, etc.): This bad news
brought me down quickly.

bring someone down a peg— (also: bring someone down a peg
or two) make smb. feel less important; snub or humiliate a
person: Frederick has too high an opinion of himself; it’s time
we brought him down a peg.

See also: get someone down / take someone down.

bring someone down to earth ® bring someone to
the ground

bring someone down to earth—1. cause a pilot to descend: If
you take your parachute you have a certain return ticket, and
one that will bring you safely down to earth. 2. (also: bring
someone down) make a person return to reality (face unpleasant
truth, etc.): So I call for the bill. Which brings us down to
earth with an ugly thud.

bring someone to the ground— (also: bring someone down) 1.
= bring someone down to earth I: The ejection seat was used
three times ... it worked as planned and three times it brought
the pilot to the ground dead! 2. knock smb. down: A crab-
stick, which was all the weapon he had, brought the fellow to
the ground with the first blow. 3. inflict a crushing defeat
upon an opponent: This nation will not be brought to the
ground by enemy action!

ket.

bring one’s pigs to a fine market— (ironic) = bring one’s pigs to
a bad market: In our way to our lodging, after a profound si-
lence on both sides, Strap, with a hideous groan, observed
that we had brought our pigs to a fine market.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
drive one’s pigs to market— (UK dated) snore loudly: The
sleeping men ... went on driving their pigs to market for all
they were worth.

bring sand to the beach ¢ sell snow to the Eskimos

bring sand to the beach— come with a girlfriend or boyfriend
to a party where there are plenty of single women and men:
Actually, I don’t suggest bringing any significant other to a
club — why bring sand to the beach.

sell snow to the Eskimos—take goods, etc. to a place where
they are already plentiful: It sounds as sensible as trying to sell
snow to the Eskimos, but a Yorkshire company really believes
it can persuade us to buy fresh air.

bring shame on someone ® put someone to shame

bring shame on someone—Dbring discredit upon a person; dis-
grace or dishonor a person: Bessie, whatever you do —don’t
bring shame on the family like I have.

put someone to shame—make smb. feel ashamed or humili-
ated (by showing superior qualities): That she had not been
put to shame and made to feel her unfortunate position
seemed remarkable.

bring someone back ® bring someone back out
bring someone back—make a person or animal come back to
life: There was nothing that would bring Jimmy’s cat back. It
was truly dead.
bring someone back out—succeed in bringing a performer
back onto the stage for applause: They brought her back out

seven times, cheering and applauding.

bring someone down ® bring someone down a peg
bring someone down—1. (also: bring someone to the ground)
cause a person to come down or fall: In American football,
you have to try to bring down your opponent. 2. (also: bring
someone to the ground) defeat an enemy or an opponent: Tru-
man wanted to bring down his rival in the next election and
succeeded. 3. (also: bring someone down to earth) make a person

bring someone into the picture ® put someone in
the picture

bring someone into the picture—cause smb. to be involved in
or concerned with a situation: “You may need me as a wit-
ness....” “No Steve. Unless it becomes absolutely necessary to
bring you into the picture, I think I'd rather not.”

put someone in the picture—tell smb. about a situation; give
a person all the relevant information: It might be a good idea
if you and I had a preliminary talk about it first, so that I can

put you in the picture.

bring someone into the world ® usher someone
into the world

bring someone into the world—1. give birth to a child: Do
you know what the finest thing you've done is —aside from
bringing Hugh into the world? 2. (of @ doctor) attend the birth
of a child: I've known Mrs. Anderson a long time — brought
her two children into the world — and she’s a fine little woman.

usher someone into the world—introduce a person to social
surroundings: It was about a year after the loss that I was ush-
ered into the world.

bring someone low ¢ lay someone low

bring someone low —defeat smb. or force into a humble po-
sition: The cruel rulers were brought low by the determined
action of the people.

lay someone low—1. knock smb. to the ground: With one
blow, the experienced fighter laid his young opponent low. 2.
(of a disease) make a person take to bed (usually Passive): T've
been laid low with this terrible cough most of the winter. 3.

= bring someone low: Someone who all his life had played tennis
and softball shouldn’t be thus laid low.

bring someone to grief ® give someone grief

bring someone to grief—cause a person to experience mis-
fortune, injury or ruin: He was noted for having a quick tem-
per, which often brought him to grief.

give someone grief—1. cause smb. pain or sorrow: This bite
really gave me grief , and yet it is still a mildish bite from one
of the less serious adder species. 2. criticize a person angrily:
Both my wife and my daughter gave me grief about my diet

and encouraged me to exercise more.
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bring someone to justice ® do justice to someone

bring someone to justice—arrest, try and sentence a person
who has committed a crime: “Cannot this infamous scoundrel
be brought to justice?” I inquired.

do justice to someone—acknowledge smb.’s merits: For many
years the London public has failed to do justice to the prima
ballerina.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase do justice to oneself—(also: do oneself justice) perform
smth. in a manner worthy of one’s abilities: ’'m not going to
enter into the question of whether Tagore did justice to himself

as translator.

bring someone under control ¢ bring someone
under one’s control

bring someone under control—subject a person to restraint
of behavior: Princess Méxima tried to bring the children under
control with a stern face, but failed at the attempt.

bring someone under one’s control—achieve dominion over a
person; subject smb. to one’s authority: The dictator was at
last able to bring the army under his control.

bring someone up ® bring someone up short

bring someone up —raise a child; educate a person: I was
brought up on a farm in Somerset and have been riding and
hunting almost since I could walk.

bring someone up short—confound or confuse smb.: A trans-
lator is often brought up short by simple words that have no

exact equivalent in another language.

bring something into challenge ® lay challenge to
something

bring something into challenge—express serious doubts about
smth.: After each publication ... there always turn up some
authors who bring into challenge these conclusions.

lay challenge to something—1. lay claim to smth.; demand
smth. as one’s due: We can’t imagine that Calgary thinks it
can lay challenge to being the most cultured. 2. = bring some-
thing into challenge: But was it suicide? Too many deaths, too
many suspicious circumstances lay challenge to that pronun-
ciation.

bring something into question ® call something
into question

bring something into question—raise the issue of smth.: My
promotion brings into question the status of certain other
members of staff.

call something into question— (also: put something in question)
express doubts about smth.: His moral standards have been
called into question.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase call the question— used in formal procedures as an in-
vitation to cut off any further debate and proceed to a vote on the
topic in question: Before proposing to “call the question,” there
should be some indication that most members have made up
their mind.

bring something out in someone ® bring some-
thing out of someone

bring something out in someone—cause a particular intrinsic
quality to be displayed by a person: War sometimes brings
out the worst in people.

bring something out of someone —cause smth. to be said by a
person: We threatened him a little and that brought the truth

out of him.
bring something to a pretty pass ® bring some-
thing to pass

bring something to a pretty pass—reduce smth. to an unfor-

bring the house down

tunate condition: But what has brought the company to such
a pretty pass since I last worked for it?

bring something to pass— (dated) cause smth. to happen;
carry out or accomplish smth.: Strafford really went some way

towards bringing his scheme to pass.

bring something to light * shed light on some-
thing

bring something to light—reveal smth.; make smth. known:
Facts of the utmost importance will be brought to light by the
ringing of birds.

shed light on something — (also: throw light on something) clar-
ify or explain smth.: Recent research has shed new light on

the causes of the disease.

bring something to naught ¢ set something at
naught

bring something to naught— (of plans, efforts, etc.) ruin or
render useless: An alliance between them, albeit temporary

. was quite effective enough to bring the best efforts to
naught.

set something at naught— (dated) disregard smth.; consider
smth. to be of little value: The tendency of all lunacy is to set
at naught first the optional and then the obligatory rules of

conduct.

bring something to the ground ® get something off
the ground

bring something to the ground—1. (of a plane) land: He made
the landing as carefully as he could and brought the plane to
the ground with as much care as possible. 2. topple smth. by
a blow or shot: But it was the arrow of the elder man which
pierced the animal and brought it to the ground. 3. treat smth.
so badly as to destroy it: They wanted to launch a general
strike which would bring the country to the ground.

get something off the ground —1. (of a stranded ship) get afloat:
There was ten feet of water inside the ship, so there was no
longer any hope to get the ship off the ground. 2. put a rocket
into space or get a plane to fly: I'll announce the weather to
the passengers as soon as we get the plane off the ground. 3.
(of a project, scheme, etc.) launch; get started: To get the plan
off the ground, Carter has asked that funding for the program
be increased.

bring something under control ¢ take control of
something

bring something under control—manage to obtain one’s au-
thority or power over a situation, etc.: The fire started yester-
day afternoon and was finally brought under control late last
night.

take control of something—1. assume charge of a situation,
etc.: That opportunity resides in creating a new generation of
entrepreneurs who will take control of the destiny of our na-
tion. 2. (of a political party) win a majority of elected places:
The outcome of legislative races in California could be sig-
nificant in deciding who will take control of the Congress.

bring the house down ® pull the house down

bring the house down— (of a performance) produce loud and
prolonged applause; be received very successfully: There was
one scene which never failed to bring the house down.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase shout the house down— (coll.) make a terrible commo-
tion: 1 can’t study while my little brother is shouting the house
down.

pull the house down—destroy or demolish a building or
structure: The lessor was desirous of pulling the house down
and building a new one.




British Cicero, the

British Cicero, the ® Cicero of the British Senate,
the

British Cicero, the— (bist.) the name given to William Pitt,
Earl of Chatham, a British politician (1708-1778).

Cicero of the British Senate, the— (hist.) the name given to
George Canning, a British politician (1770-1827): Canning
was famous for his flowery orations, and was even nicknamed

“The Cicero of the British Senate.”

Brown, Jones, and Robinson ® Tom, Dick, and
Harry

Brown, Jones, and Robinson — (dated) used as a generic name
for middle-class Englishmen: A verbatim report of the conver-
sation of Brown, Jones, and Robinson would be uninterest-
ing.

Tom, Dick, and Harry—anybody at all; the average person:
Thoreau’s great fault was disdain for men (for Tom, Dick, and
Harry): inability to appreciate the average life —even the ex-
ceptional life.

buddy up to someone ® buddy up with someone
buddy up to someone— (coll.) become immoderately familiar
or friendly with smb.: Now the former loser is an overnight
success, and suddenly everyone wants to buddy up to him.
buddy up with someone—(coll.) join with a person to form
a pair (to share accommodation or do smth. together): I bud-
died up with Carl, and we shared the canoe.

build a fire under someone ® burn someone at the
stake

build a fire under someone — (also: light a fire under someone)
do smth. to motivate or stimulate a person; make smb. work
better or harder These students are incredibly motivated. You
don’t have to build a fire under them.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase throw someone into the frying pan—(U.S.) place
smb. with insufficient training into a serious predicament, as-
suming he will adapt to the situation: They threw me into the
frying pan. I was off to Japan for the first time in my life and
not a soul did I know, and not a word of Japanese.

b) The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
keep someone’s feet to the fire— (also: hold someone’s feet ro the
fire) pressure a person to undertake smth.: We have to continue
to keep Kerry’s feet to the fire and remind him of his promises,
and continue to keep his feet to the fire on certain issues.

burn someone at the stake—reprimand or scold a person se-
verely: Stop yelling. I made a simple mistake, and you're burn-

ing me at the stake for it.
See also: burn someone down / burn someone up.

build bridges with someone ® burn bridges with
someone

build bridges with someone—try to make new friends or es-
tablish cooperation with an opponent: We must work with
leaders of these countries and build bridges with them — both
economically and politically.

burn bridges with someone—do smth. that makes former re-
lationship with smb. difficult or impossible: Robb has moved
considerably leftward, and he has burned bridges with many

leaders in the state.

build up something ¢ build up to something

build up something—1. increase or develop smth. steadily:
You must now build up your strength after your illness. 2.
praise or promote smth.: An advertising agency can build up
a product so much that everyone will want it.

build up to something—lead up to smth. gradually or indi-
rectly: You could tell by the way she was talking that she was
building up to something unpleasant.
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Bullion State, the ® Golden State, the

Bullion State, the—(U.S.) a nickname of the State of Mis-
souri: Missouri has been known as the Bullion State (possibly
an allusion to the nickname of Missouri senator Benton, who
was known as “Old Bullion”).

Golden State, the—(U.S.) a nickname of the State of Cali-
fornia: The Golden State’s golden days seem to be a thing of
the past for many California residents.

Note: Neither expression is equivalent in meaning to the phrase
Treasure State, the—(U.S.) a nickname of the State of Mon-
tana: Citizens of the Treasure State celebrate the hundredth
anniversary of one of Montana’s most notable historic sites.

bully for someone ® bully someone

bully for someone— (exclam.) used as a mocking expression
of approval: If he is acquitted, then bully for him. If he is con-
victed, then he goes to jail.

bully someone—intimidate a person; frighten smb. into a
certain course using violent threats: He saw, that he had no

chance of bullying the servant.

bun is in the oven, the ® fat is in the fire, the

bun is in the oven, the—1. (euph.) is used to allude to preg-
nancy: They have to get married because the bun is in the
oven.... So my question is, am I invited? 2. things have started
moving: We have no idea as to a release date as there is a lot
of work still to be done, but at least the bun is in the oven.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase get your buns over here— (coll.) come here quickly: Just
pack your bags and get your buns over here! We'll make it
worth your while.

fat is in the fire, the—an irrevocable course of action has
been started: The die has been cast and the fat is in the fire.
Too late to back out now. Cf:: pull the fat from the fire— do
smith. that solves a serious brooding problem: A change of pres-
idents can pull the fat from the fire in time to save us from a
rerun of the 1920s depression.

burn a hole in someone’s pocket ® make a hole in
someone’s pocket

burn a hole in someone’s pocket— (of money) make a person
eager to spend it: It’s Sunday, everything’s closed, and there’s
Bob with $10 burning a hole in his pocket.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase have money to burn— have so much money that one can
spend it freely: You must have money to burn. First of all, that
floodlighting, and then this.

make a hole in someone’s pocket—deplete smb.’s savings, bank
account, etc. considerably: The cost of these repairs to the
house has made a big hole in my pocket.

burn away ® burn out

burn away—1. continue to burn: The fire was still burning
away cheerfully in the grate. 2. become less or be destroyed by
burning: Half the oil in the lamp had burnt away.

burn outr—1. burn visibly: The lamp burned out in the dark-
ness of the night. 2. stop burning because there is no more
fuel: As the first rocket burns out, the second stage motor ig-
nites. 3. (of an engine, etc.) stop working through overheating:
The engine burned out because of a problem in the cooling
system. 4. (usually Passive) be made hollow by fire: The build-
ing was burnt out and only the walls remained. 5. decrease;
die down: The poet’s ability burned out before he was thirty.

burn down © burn up

burn down— (of buildings) be destroyed by fire: The old
house burned down last night in the big fire.

burn up — (of objects other than buildings) 1. be consumed by
fire: We found our tent burned to the ground and all my books
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burned up. 2. be destroyed by great heat: Most meteors have
burned up completely when they are still at great heights.

burn someone down ® burn someone up

burn someone down—(U.S. coll.) humiliate a person: You
just want to burn down everybody to make yourself seem bet-
ter.

burn someone up —(U.S. coll.) 1. irritate smb. or make very
angry: What burns me up is the fact that seven per cent of all
the families earned $500 a year or less. 2. reprimand or scold
a person severely: The manager burned Jim up yesterday for
being late again.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
burn someone out—(U.S. coll.) tire smb. greatly; cause a person
to stop being active: An extra effort has burned him out and
left him no time to seek more interesting work.

See also: build a fire under someone / burn someone at the
stake.

burn the candle at both ends ® butter one’s bread
on both sides

burn the candle at both ends— dissipate one’s energy by doing
too much: But as you are determined to live it up and have a
good time, you must watch your health and try not to burn
the candle at both ends.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase row with both oars— (also: row with both oars in the
water) be smart enough or mentally alert: 1 wondered if he rowed
with both oars in the water. How could a Harvard man have
come to such a sorry state?

butter one’s bread on both sides—be in very comfortable cir-
cumstances; be well provided for: He’s got marble floors in
there, crystal figurines on the shelves.... Like we say at home,
he butters his bread on both sides. Cf: know on which side
one’s bread is buttered— know where one’s interest lies: The
judges of the lower and superior courts know on which side
their bread is buttered. They would strain a point in favor of
the highest political opinion of the day.

burn the earth ® scorch the earth

burn the earth—(U.S. coll., dated) go at full speed: When
they reached the brow of the hill, T was half a mile in the lead,
burning the earth...

scorch the earth—devastate all buildings, etc. in an area so
as to leave nothing to the advancing enemy: The Russians fell
back upon their main line of defense, “scorching the earth”
before this last convulsive thrust of the Nazi.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
set the world on fire— (usually negat.) do smth. remarkable and
cause a sensation (also: set the Thames on fire): She does the job
adequately but she’s not going to set the world on fire.

burn the water © set the Thames on fire

burn the water — (Fishermen) spear salmon by torchlight:
Water-bailiffs are sent up the rivers at certain times to prevent
“burning the water.”

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase boil the ocean— try smth. way too ambitious that cannot
reasonably be completed: Don’t attempt to boil the ocean. If
your initial concept is so grandiose that you can’t deliver, you're
setting yourself up for failure.

set the Thames on fire— (usually negat.) do smth. remarkable
and cause a sensation (also: set the world on fire): When Sir
Gregory declared that Mr. Neverbend would never set the
Thames on fire, he meant to express his opinion that that gen-
tleman was a fool.

burst at the seams ® come apart at the seams
burst at the seams—1. be full to overflowing; be crammed

bust one’s balls

with people or things: The little hall was practically bursting
at the seams. 2. be unable to contain one’s pride, uncontrolled
laughter, etc.: We laughed so hard we just about burst at the
seams.

come apart at the seams— (also: fall apart at the seams) 1. fall
into pieces; disintegrate: The old car is about ready to come
apart at the seams; its muffler is dragging and the windows
don’t close. 2. be in a very bad state; be about to fail: Oliver
and Jane began showing serious signs of stress; their relation-
ship was coming apart at the seams. 3. lose one’s composure
because of a severe mental strain; collapse emotionally: Poor
old Smith isnt the man he used to be; he’s coming apart at

the seams.

bus boy ® busman

bus boy— (also: busboy) a person whose duty is to clear and
reset tables in a restaurant: They felt embarrassed, the way a
professional fighter would feel after beating hell out of a bus
boy.

busman— the driver of a bus: Mark was an asset to the club
with his experience working as a busman in the city.

See also: boys on the bus, the / man on the bus, the.

bush baby ¢ Bushboy

bush baby —any of several small African lemurs of the genus
Galago: The occasional cry of a bush-baby alone broke the
awful silence.

Bushboy—Bushman (member of certain nomadic tribes in the
desert regions of South Africa): 1 found a funny little fellow in
the shape of the Bushboy awaiting my arrival.

Bush Negro ® Bushman

Bush Negro—one of a people of African ancestry descended
from runaway slaves and inhabiting the Guianas in South
America: Saramakkan is spoken only by the Bush Negroes on
the upper reaches of the Surinam or “Saramakka” river.

Bushman —member of certain nomadic tribes in the desert
regions of South Africa: In Africa ... we find the Bushman
and Hottentot in the South, and the Akkas and Niam-Niams
in the center, very small in stature and yellow in color.

bush telegraph e field telegraph

bush telegraph— (also: bush wireless) rapid dissemination of
rumors, information, etc. by word-of-mouth: “How did the
Imam get to know about it?” “The bush telegraph works very
well here in Bahrain.”

foeld telegraph — (Military) a movable telegraph system for
use on campaign, maneuvers, etc.: The field telegraph detach-
ments are trained in peace time to everything connected with
telegraphy.

businessman ® man of business

businessman —a man who is engaged in business (running a
commercial or industrial firm, etc.): His father was a well-
known businessman in the city.

man of business—1. = businessman: A man of business should
be quick, decisive, and callous against small rubs. 2. (UK) a
person’s agent or solicitor: As her man of business, I immedi-
ately proceeded to examine her papers.

bust one’s balls ® bust someone’s balls

bust one’s balls— (coarse sl.; used of men) work extremely hard
to accomplish smth.: I have only two days until the examina-
tion, so I have to bust my balls if I don’t want to fail.

bust someone’s balls— (coarse sl.) 1. make fun of or tease a
man: Everybody in the classroom bust Tom’s balls about his
bald head. 2. (of @ woman) ridicule a man; hurt a man’s feel-
ings: Janet has a bad habit; she loves to bust a man’s balls if
he tries to flirt with her.



busy as a bee

busy as a bee ® busy as a beehive

busy as a bee— (of a person) full of lively activity; very busy:
I don’t have time to talk to you. I am as busy as a bee.

busy as a beehive— (of an office, shop, etc.) crowded with cus-
tomers; bustling with activity: The firm was at once as busy
as a bechive.

but me no buts ¢ there are no buts about it

but me no buts—(coll.) don’t give me any of your excuses:
But me no buts this time, just do what I tell you and do it at
once!

there are no buts about it— (coll.) there is no doubt about it:
I saw you steal the money from the drawer. There are no buts
about it.

butcher, baker, candlestick maker © chief cook
and bottle washer

butcher, baker, candlestick maker —said of people with tra-
ditional occupations or skills: Jean rushed to his favorite wine
merchant, to his tobacconist, to his butcher, baker, candlestick
maker.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
doctor, lawyer, or Indian chief— whatever your profession or
occupation: You can be a doctor, lawyer, or Indian chief, as
the rhyme goes. But in the midst of making a living, what
kind of person will you be?

chief cook and bottle washer—(also: head cook and bottle
washer) smb. who is in charge but who also has to attend to
trivial duties; a person (specifically a spouse) who does every-
thing: As a stay at home Dad, I am also the chief cook and
bottle washer.

butter someone up ® oil someone up

butter someone up—(coll.) flatter a person in order to get
him to do smth.: No, I am not trying to butter up the pro-
fessor who is going to grade me on this.

il someone up—1. (Austral. sl.) advise a person; give smb.
reliable information: Don’t worry, I'll oil him up on what needs
to be done. 2. = butter someone up: He had been chosen be-
cause of his power in the Senate. Kennedy oiled him up and
convinced him he’'d be even more powerful as Vice-President.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase grease someone’s palm (s|.)— pay or bribe a person for
a special favor: We had to grease the palm of the waiter to get

a table in the crowded restaurant.

buy it ® get it

buy it—(sl.) 1. believe smth.: I told my new boyfriend that
I am pregnant with his kid. Do you think he will buy it? Cf::
sell it—(sl.) persuade a person to accept smeh. as true: Dont try
to sell it to me as a great work of comedy. The film struck me
as being very dumb. 2. die, especially suddenly or violently
(also: buy the farm): By the time we could get to the hospital,
he had bought it.

get it—1. (often negat.) understand smth.: As for the movie,
well, I don’t get it. There seems to be something profound
going on here that I don’t understand. 2. (co/l.) be punished:
“Boy,” I said, “are you going to get it when mom sees you.”

buy someone off ® buy someone out

buy someone off —bribe a person to persuade him do smth.:
It is impossible to open a big gambling operation without
buying off public officials.

buy someone out—1. buy smb.’s share of property: He bor-
rowed a large sum of money in order to buy out his partner.
2. buy all of smth. that a person has: He didn’t have much
ice-cream, and he wouldn’t let us buy him out. 3. gain smb.’s
freedom by paying money: Bill’s parents paid a lot of money
to buy him out of the army.
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buy the farm ¢ sell the farm

buy the farm— (coll.) die, especially suddenly or violently
(also: buy it): Well, I almost bought the farm last weekend. A
friend was driving too aggressively and she put us into a dan-
gerous situation.

sell the farm —sell all one’s assetts to invest in a new venture;
act rashly or overreact: The economy has been tough on every-
one these days, but don’t sell the farm just yet. Cf.: who
wouldnt sell a farm and go to sea— (Nautical catch phrase) 1.
used to express one’s genuine delight at being at sea: Kettle looked
round at the elaborate fittings of the cabin. Lord! Who
wouldn’t sell a farm and go to sea? 2. used ironically when smth.
difficult has to be done: *Tis when that order comes on cold,
blustering nights that “Jack” grimly mutters: “Who would not
sell a farm and go to sea?”

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase give away the farm— negotiate poorly or make a deal
that puts one at a serious disadvantage: He signed a law that
gave away the farm to big drug companies while leaving sen-
iors with hardly any benefits.

by a fraction ° to a fraction

by a fraction— (also: by a hair’s breadth) by a very small de-
gree or amount: Hester does not change by a fraction her in-
tention to run away with Arthur.

to a fraction— (also: to a hair’s breadth) with great accuracy:
Escudero supposed that two hundred Mexican ounces would
compensate him to a fraction.

by a hair’s breadth ® to a hair’s breadth

by a hair’s breadth— (also: by a fraction) by a very small de-
gree or amount: If T swerve by a hair’s breadth from the straight
line of the most rigid respectability, ’'m done for.

to a hair’s breadth — (also: to a fraction) with great accuracy:
You had plenty of time to put your heads together before the
police arrived. I'm sure the stories would tally to a hair’s

breadth.

by air ® over the air

by air—using aircraft as a means of transport: Sending
goods by air is fast but can be expensive.

over the air—over the radio: Listeners will be able to “grill”
leading public figures over the air.

by all means ¢ by any means

by all means—certainly; without fail: You should by all
means utilize the placement office at least a year before you
actually start job hunting.

by any means—in any way possible: We are trying to remake
Vietnamese society, a task which probably cannot be accom-
plished by any means.

by and by © by the by

by and by—soon; before long: They could see the smoke,
and by and by a shell would explode in their midst.

by the by— (introductory or parenthetical) in passing; inci-
dentally (also: by the way): By-the-by, Martin — any message
from my lady mother?

by any chance ® by chance

by any chance—perhaps; possibly: I was wondering if by
any chance you could lend me five pounds.

by chance—accidentally; unpredictably: Karma is a belief
that nothing happens by chance.

by choice © of choice

by choice—voluntary; not forced or compelled: The grasp
of the church never relaxed unless freely and by choice.

of choice—(of drugs, treatment, etc.) preferred; recom-
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mended: Chloromycetin has been the drug of choice for treat-
ing typhoid fever.

by day e by the day

by day—during the day; in the day-time: Eurostar trains
only travel by day and require a reservation.

by the day—1. on a daily basis: Clients who rent by the day
can be billed for phone service the day they leave. 2. with
every passing day: Protests on campuses were becoming uglier
by the day, and the administration cracked down hard.

by half ¢ by halves

by half—1. increase or reduce smth. by fifty percent of the
original amount: This move cuts by half the religious pro-
gramming on ITV on Sunday. 2. far more than is satisfactory
or desirable: Of course, he is a very clever politician. Too
clever by half, in my opinion.

by halves— do smth. imperfectly or not completely: Those
in charge should not deal by halves with a question in which
all classes have so deep an interest.

by inches ® inch by inch

by inches—1. very gradually or slowly: The ship was sinking
by inches; she might remain above water an hour or more. 2.
miss by a very small margin: We scrambled to get out of the
way, the car missing us by inches.

inch by inch—1. by small degrees or stages: When life falls
apart, we are forced to rebuild it inch by inch. 2. scrutinize
smth. closely; examine smth. very carefully: I have examined
that cloth inch by inch; there is not a flaw in it.

by installments © in installments

by installments — paid in part payments spread over a period
of time: Students may pay their tuition fees in a single pay-
ment or by instalments.

in installments— (of publicatiions) come out in parts pub-
lished over a period of time: The biography will appear in in-
stallments in the April and September issues of the magazine.

by occasion of something ® on the occasion of
something

by occasion of something— (formal) because of smth.: The
debate has to be postponed by occasion of the illness of one
of the principle speakers.

on the occasion of something—in connection with some for-
mal event or celebration: This was given us as a present on the
occasion of our silver wedding.

by one’s own account ® on one’s own account

by one’s own account—according to one’s own story: She says
she thought she saw him, but by her own account she could
have been mistaken.

on one’s own account— acting independently; without help
from others: He left the company last year, and went into
business on his own account.

by order of someone ® under the orders of someone

by order of someone—according to directions given by a
proper authority: By order of the Minister a special operation
of police is being carried out.

under the orders of someone—1. (Military) commanded by a
person; being smb.’s subordinate: At the battle of Waterloo
he was under the orders of Marshal Grouchy. 2. = by order of
someone: In some cases it may be possible to release the prisoner
on probation, but this is permitted only under the orders of
the Provincial Government.

by rule © by rule and line

by rule—according to law, custom, or regulations: They

by virtue of something

speak by rule and by book, though they judge and determine
by common-sense.

by rule and line— (dated) with methodical accuracy (also: by
rule and measure): Life isnt cast in a mould — not cut out by
rule and line, and that sort of thing.

by succession ® in succession

by succession —according to the legal principle by which one
person succeeds another in an inheritance, office, etc.: It seems
they did not like a king by deputation but desired one by suc-
cession.

in succession—one after another in regular sequence: If one
African country pulls out of the Commonwealth then there is
a very real possibility the others will go out in succession like
dominoes.

by the authority of someone ¢ on the authority of
someone

by the authority of someone —by reason of authority granted
by the person named: The weapons were placed in the church
by the authority of the governor in response to a threat the
church received.

on the authority of someone—having the person named as
the authority for what one says: I have it on the authority of
a Councilor that the rates are likely to go up in the near future.

by the clock ® by the time

by the clock— do smth. paying a lot of attention to the time
(so that one is not late): There are people who just hate to do
anything by the clock.

by the time—at the time that; as soon as: Eddie performed
with various bands and by the time he was nineteen he left
Fort Worth.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase by the hour—\. during considerable periods at a time:
He would argue by the hour, but never for arguing sake. 2.
(of wages) paid for the hours given to work: The proposal to pay
by the hour instead of by the mile would lower the American
railroader to the level of his Soviet counterpart. 3. (hyperbolic)
very fast: Evidence is mounting by the hour that these regula-
tions are being used by the President’s camp to hide behind,
and rather ungracefully.

by the name of * under the name of

by the name of —is used of a person called by the name men-
tioned: Do you know a boy by the name of David?

under the name of—is used of a person known by a name

different from his own: Hector Munro wrote under the name
of Saki.

by the seat of one’s pants ® by the skin of one’s
teeth

by the seat of one’s pants— do smth. using experience and in-
tuition rather than theory: I don't follow recipes, but prefer to
cook by the seat of my pants, as it were.

by the skin of one’s teeth—only just manage to get smth. ac-
complished: Making my train by the skin of my teeth, I haven’t
had time to buy a paper for the journey. Cf.: it is no skin off’
one’s teeth— (also: it is no skin off one’s nose) 1. it is no difficulty
Jfor a person: 1 felt it was going to benefit some people who
needed it so it was really no skin off my teeth to get involved.
2. it makes no difference to a person: That said, I opt to wear a
helmet, myself. But it’s no skin off my teeth whether other
folks decide to or not.

by virtue of something ® in virtue of something

by virtue of something—by means of smth.; through the
agency of smth.: It was only by virtue of his indomitable will-
power that he finally succeeded.



by word of mouth

in virtue of something—Dby reason of smth.; on account of
smth.: He was given a position on the board in virtue of his
long association with the company.

by word of mouth ® mouth words

by word of mouth— hear about smth. from another person:
I can’t remember seeing it advertised much, so most people
probably hear about it by word of mouth.

mouth words—1. form words silently with one’s lips: Since
the mansion was wired with microphones, Howard would
mouth words silently when she wanted to have a private con-
versation. 2. speak in an indistinct way: Patients treated in
the intensive care unit communicate primarily through head

nods and mouthing words.

bypass something ® pass something by

by-pass something—1. make a detour (round a town, etc.):
The scheme has been referred to as “the Selborne by-pass,”
but it does not bypass Selborne at all. 2. avoid or ignore smth.
(by using an alternative approach): I will now try to explain
in detail how to bypass this problem.

pass something by —walk past smth. (without paying atten-
tion): You take it for a stone cross ... and you pass it by incu-
riously.

C

call box (UK) e call box (U.S.)

call box (UK)— (also: phone box) a telephone booth: Mrs.
Johnson is now urging the woman to come forward, after the
caller did not leave her contact number and phoned from a
call box.

call box (U.S.)—emergency telephone installed along the
sides of many highways, on university campuses, etc.: Drivers
can use call boxes in case of an accident or other emergency.

call boy © call man

call boy—1. a man who calls up actors in a theater for duty:
Indignant denials were interrupted by the call-boy knocking
on the door and calling for Second Act beginners. 2. a mes-
senger on a steamer, in a hotel, etc.: He obtained summer
work as a part-time messenger — a job referred to at that time
as call boy. 3. a young male prostitute (who makes appoint-
ments by phone): Hustlers fall into two categories: the street
variety and models (call boys).

call man—a man available for emergency call, such as a
part-time fireman: The call man nearest to the emergency
situation was dispatched, since only one person manned the
fire station.

call girl ¢ call-button girl
call girl—a prostitute who makes appointments by phone:
Police found the names of the call girls in classified ads and
phone books.
call-butron girl— (s.) a prostitute frequenting hotels: Pros-
titutes, “call-button girls” as they call themselves, roam from
airport to airport, operating from the airport hotels.

call in on someone ° call on someone
call in on someone—pay a short visit (to a friend, etc.): We
would call in on Patrick on the way to your mother’s.
call on someone—1. visit a person for business or official
reasons: A doctor called on her and found she had come down
with pneumonia. 2. appeal to a person for smth.: Lord Berke-
ley called on all his friends to help him.
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call in one’s chips ® cash in one’s chips

call in one’s chips—use one’s influence or social connections
(to gain an advantage, etc.): That point needs making, before
Mr. Clinton’s friends in the labor unions try to call in their
chips.

cash in one’s chips—1. sell smth. in order to raise money:
Many mutual fund investors picked up the phone yesterday,
but decided not to cash in their chips after all. 2. (U.S. sl.)
die: Got a phone call from Herb the other day informing me
that Yochum had finally cashed in his chips at the ripe old age
of 94.

call names ® name names

call names—subject a person to angry or violent attack in
words: He replied to my innocent jokes by calling names.

name names—mention people (involved in some reprehen-
sible activity) by name: Valachi has named names and drawn
a master plan of the Syndicate (which the underworld refers
to as Cosa Nostra).

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase drop names— (also: name-drop) familiarly mention the
names of distinguished people in order to imply one’s own impor-
tance: The man who shot her, incidentally, is called Lord Lich-
field — just one of the names dropped thuddingly at every op-
portunity.

call of duty * duty call

call of duty—smth. that a person is required to do by one’s
moral or social obligations: It was cruel of me to ask him to
recount the events of the fateful day but it was the call of duty.
Cf.: (above and) beyond the call of duty — doing much more than
should normally be expected of one (originally of heroic police
officers, fire fighters, etc.): The deep level of care and compassion
that was demonstrated to me was beyond the call of duty.

duty call—a visit undertaken as a duty or as part of one’s
social obligations: They had accepted a dinner invitation over
in Arlington —a duty call, as Andy termed it.

call of nature * call of the wild

call of nature—1. the urge to go and explore new (undevel-
oped) regions: I felt the call of nature most strongly and began,
like the citizens in Hardy’s poem, to “dream of the south and
west.” 2. (euph.) is used of a need to go to the toilet: He would
suggest dropping in at the Monico, pretext a call of nature. 3.
said of the natural desires and instincts: You must expect
George to start being interested in girls at his age. It’s the call
of nature.

call of the wild— = call of nature I: Several times my father
made an attempt to settle down, but the call of the wild would
prove too strong.

call one’s shots ® call the shots

call one’s shots—1. tell in advance the result of a game, etc.:
Nothing ever happens as John says it will. He is very poor at
calling his shots. 2. announce what one is about to do; reveal
one’s plans, etc. beforehand: You can hardly expect so adroit
a politician to call his shots.

call the shots— (also: call all the shots) be in charge; decide
on the course of action: Tom is a first-rate leader who knows
how to call the shots.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
call shotgun— (coll.) claim the seat beside the driver in an au-
tomobile: If someone has successfully called shotgun, this gives
them no right whatsoever to correct the driver on their navi-
gation skills.

call someone down ° call someone up

call someone down—reprimand a person severely: He was
called down again because of being late.

call someone up —1. telephone smb.: Maybe one day T'll call
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you up and we can go see a movie. 2. summon a person for
military service: If war breaks out, we shall be called up at

career teacher

smth.: I'm not sure that anyone in the audience really cares
much about what happens to him. 2. take an interest in smth.:

once.

call someone on the carpet © roll out the red
carpet for someone

call someone on the carper—call a person before an authority
for censure or reprimand: Less than two hours after sending
the e-mail, she was called on the carpet and instructed to send
a disclaimer.

roll out the red carpet for someone —accord ceremonial cour-
tesy to a person of rank: The whole town knows what kind of
person he is and has no intention of rolling out the red carpet
for him when he arrives.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase pull the carpet from under someone— (also: pull the
rug from under someone) weaken or unsettle a person by an un-
expected withdrawal of support, etc.: When Jane’s uncle stopped
giving her a loan half-way through her university education,
it pulled the carpet from under her.

call someone to attention ® call someone’s
attention

call someone to attention—make a person assume the formal
military stance of attention: The sergeant called the platoon
to attention.

call someone’s attention—bring smth. to a person’s notice:
He called our attention to the old and faded picture on the
wall.

call something down on someone ® call something
down to someone

call something down on someone—invoke some sort of pun-
ishment from the heavens onto a person: The prophet called
down a plague on the people.

call something down to someone—shout smth. to a person
who is on a lower level: The worker was alarmed and called a

warning down to the people below.

called to the Bar ¢ called within the Bar

called to the Bar— (UK law) admitted as a barrister (2 lawyer
who has the right to speak as an advocate in higher law courts):
She completed her studies at the College of Law in London
and was called to the Bar in 2004.

called within the Bar— (UK law) appointed a Queen’s/King’s
Counsel (@ barrister who has the right to act for the State): Bar-
risters who have been “called within the Bar” occupy the front
benches in the auditorium of the court.

can you say that again ® you can say that again
can you say that again—is used to ask a person to repeat
smth.: 'm sorry, I didn’t catch that, can you say that again?
you can say that again— is used to express strong agreement
with what smb. says: “Dad, youre not the Messiah,” I say, im-

itating the voice my mom makes.... “You can say that again,
Belle.”

candy stripe ® candy striper

candy stripe—a print of fine red stripes on a white back-
ground (the pattern found on peppermint candy): The door was
answered by a woman dressed in jeans and a candy-stripe shirt
several sizes too big for her.

candy striper—(U.S. sl.) a young woman who is a volunteer
nurse’s aid in a hospital: Carol followed the young candy-
striper across the lobby but couldn’t keep up; her legs were
still shaky.

care about something ® care for something
care about something—1. feel anxiety or concern about

Jack didn’t care about anything but horses and dogs, and lived
every day of his life.

care for something—1. wish for smth.: “Care for a bit of navy
plug?” He never dreamt of boarding a trawler without strong
navy plug tobacco in his pocket. 2. = care about something 2:
Do you care for Venetian glass? Ah, not so very much, I see;
but you would be converted, I am sure you would, by my
chandelier. 3. look after smth.; preserve smth. with care: The
skilled staff needed not only to maintain the fabric of the
buildings but to care for the precious pictures.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase take care of something—1. = care for something 3:
Young ladies are delicate plants. They should take care of their
health and their complexion. 2. deal with problems, etc.: He
found himself besieged with petitions for jobs. It was impos-
sible to take care of all of them.

care for someone ® take care of someone

care for someone —1. like smb.; be fond of a person: I do not
really care for Kerry. He was certainly the one I liked the least
during the debates. 2. have regard for smb.: She seems like she
only cares for people with money and people who are
“known.” 3. be responsible for the support or treatment of
patients, little children, etc.: Brand doesn’t need an office be-
cause she only cares for patients in their homes.

take care of someone—1. = care for someone 3: 1 witnessed
him in action, and I participated in helping him take care of
his patients in his clinic. 2. (5., euph.) get rid of or kill a per-
son: While continuing to comment on “taking care of the park
manager,” he displayed a small handgun to Olson.

care-taker ® caregiver

care-taker —1. (also: care taker) a social worker or nurse, who
provides direct care (as for children, elderly people, etc.): A
child is most vulnerable to the thought and belief patterns of
his care taker. 2. a person who supervises the care of a property
such as a building: Our care-taker lives around the corner, so
no worries about maintenance. 3. (attrib., of a government,
office-holder, etc.) temporary or provisional: This was disclosed
by the council care-taker chairman in an exclusive interview
with Daily Triumph.

caregiver— = care-taker I: According to the history subse-
quently provided by his caregiver, he began to exhibit symp-
toms of constitutional illness.

care to do something  take care to do something
care to do something—feel inclined to do smth.; think it
worthwhile to do smth.: If you care to write a good-bye, ad-
dress me in care of the ship.
take care to do something—give serious attention to smth.:
A farmer may be a good soldier if you take care to have him
properly disciplined.

career man ® career woman

career man —a man who works permanently in a profession
which affords opportunity for advancement, especially a career
diplomat: The foundation of any sound Foreign Service must
consist of “career men” who have become expert.

career woman—a woman who attaches great importance to
her profession, especially one who prefers a career to marriage:
There are legions of career women who never even couple up
with a man permanently and start a family.

career teacher ® careers teacher

career teacher—a person who works as a teacher for most of
his or her working life: Although I'm not a “career teacher” I
can see how much they respect them here, which is refreshing.



careless of something

careers teacher—a teacher who gives information to students
about jobs and professions: This information should be passed
regularly to Careers Teachers for guidance purposes.

careless of something ® careless with something

careless of something — (also: careless about something) uncon-
cerned about smth.: He became careless of the decencies which
were expected from a man so highly distinguished in the lit-
erary world.

careless with something—not thinking sensibly about how
one can best use or treat smth.: Remember that this is not a
time to be careless with money or turn over all the decisions
to someone else.

carry a load ¢ carry the load

carry a load— (s.) be alcohol intoxicated: Your father’s car-
rying a load again. What are we going to do?

carry the load—do or be responsible for the major part of a
job, etc.: We all knew that his wife carried the load in that
family.

See also: carry one’s weight / carry weight.

carry coals ® carry coals to Newcastle

carry coals— (also: bear coals) submit to humiliation or in-
sult: Abraham observes that they will not carry coals, meaning
that they would not put up with insults.

carry coals to Newcastle—take goods, etc. to a place where
they are plentiful: My colleagues have already spoken exten-
sively.... To repeat these statements would be to carry coals
to Newcastle.

carry light  carry the torch

carry light—elucidate or clarify smth.: Arguments which
carry light have their effect, even against an opponent who
shuts his eyes.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase hold the spotlight— be in the center of attention: Pegi
held the spotlight with compelling songs, a lovely voice and
charming personality.

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
hide one’s light under a bushel— (also: hide one’s light under
a bushel basket) show extreme modesty; conceal or suppress one’s
talents or successes: Since college, he’s observed that nobody
likes a know-it-all, and consequently continued to hide his
light under a bushel.

carry the torch—1. retain admiration or love for a person
(especially if the feeling is not mutual): She still carries the
torch for her former husband, Wyn, whose family couldn’t ac-
cept her working-class background. 2. support a movement
or cause: This group aims to carry the torch for the millions
of people who demonstrated and the thousands who died. Cf::
pass the torch — relinquish one’s responsibilities, practice, etc. to
another person: He did his job well, avoided publicity, and
passed the torch to his successor.

carry-on (UK) ® carry-on (U.S.)

carry-on (UK)—(coll., also: carrying-on) annoying unwise
or overexcited behavior: We were all engaged for a radio ver-
sion of Hamlet.... I had never realized the incredible carry-
on connected with these productions.

carry-on (U.S.)—(also: carry-on baggage) luggage that can
be carried aboard an aircraft, bus, or train: I always take some
cigars in my carry-on and pack some others in checked lug-

gage.

carry on at someone ® carry on with someone
carry on at someone —complain noisily to a person: He was
carrying on at me in a most unpleasant way.
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carry on with someone—Aflirt with smb.; have an affair with
a person: I heard she was carrying on with a married man.

carry one’s age ® hold the age

carry one’s age—look well for one’s age: O’donnell found
satisfaction in the thought that the other man didn’t carry his
age as well as he himself did.

hold the age—(U.S. coll.) be in a position of control because
one has greater power (also: have the age): How could I talk
when he was talking? He “held the age” as the poker players

say.

carry one’s weight ® carry weight

carry one’s weight—do one’s share of the work: We can re-
arrange our workload anyway we want. Bottom line — we are
all going to have to carry our weight. Cf.: carry the weight of
the world on one’s shoulders — be burdened with too many prob-
lems: He carries the weight of the world on his shoulders.
That’s bound to get a guy down, no matter how strong he is.

carry weight—Dbe respected and have influence: I don’t carry
much weight around here, but Walter does.

See also: carry a load / carry the load.

carry out an execution ® do execution

carry out an execution— carry out punishment by death on
a person: Colleagues fear her killing was an extrajudicial exe-
cution carried out by the security forces.

do execution — (dated, of weapons) have a massive destructive
effect: The schooners opened a heavy cannonade upon the

enemy, which did great execution.

carry someone off his feet ® get someone on his
feet

carry someone off his feet— (also: sweep someone off his feet) af-
fect a person with overwhelming enthusiasm: It was small
wonder that this beautiful woman carried him off his feet.

get someone on his feet— (also: set someone back on his feet)
cure a person: It was difficult when they made me sit up in
bed.... Over the course of a few weeks they gradually got me
on my feet.

carry water in a sieve ® pour water into a sieve

carry water in a sieve—do futile work: It doesn’t look like
I've accomplished a thing. I might as well have been carrying
water in a sieve.

pour water into a sieve—1. = carry water in a sieve: It is of
no more use to give advice to the idle than to pour water into
asieve. 2. waste money: Charles is head over ears in debt, but
he will not get another farthing from me. It is pouring water

into a sieve.

cash in on something ® cash in something

cash in on something—1. make a profit on smth.: Steve
cashed in on the farmland he picked up dirt-cheap. 2. take
advantage of smth.: Japan’s diplomats are now trying to “cash
in on” the opportunities which its soldiers have created.

cash in something—exchange smth. for the amount of money
it is worth: The shares were cashed in to help buy my London
house.

cast a long shadow over something ® cast a shadow
over something

cast a long shadow over something—exert a very strong in-
fluence on smth.: Helmut Kohl cast a very long shadow over
German politics, even after his defeat at the polls in 1998.

cast a shadow over something — (also: cast a shade over some-
thing) have a damaging effect on smth. such as a person’s rep-
utation, relationships, etc.: The trauma suffered by these
women has cast a shadow over their lives.
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cast a shade over something ® cast something into
the shade

cast a shade over something — (also: cast a shade on something)
have a damaging effect on smth. such as a person’s reputation,
relationships, etc.: Nor would he do one act for worlds, that
could cast a shade over the fame and honor.

cast something into the shade — (also: throw something into the
shade) make smth. appear insignificant by contrast of superior
quality: Internal taxation is so excessive as to cast even an il-
liberal tariff into the shade.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
be in the shade— remain little known; stay in the background:
How can we see a man’s brilliant qualities if he is what we call
in the shade?

cast someone off ® cast someone out

cast someone off— (also: cast someone away) abandon one’s
friend, lover, etc.: When he grows tired of a woman, he just
casts her off like an old coat.

cast someone out—expel a person from an association or so-
ciety: All he really wanted was revenge on a society that has
cast him out.

cast something off ® throw something off

cast something off—1. (of clothing) remove; take off: As the
sun grew warmer, he cast off his heavy winter clothes. 2. get
rid of smth. unwanted; become free from smth.: He was
pleased to cast off such an unwelcome responsibility. 3. (of
snakes) get rid of a skin: Snakes cast off their old skin once a
year. 4. release a boat from its moorings by untying a rope:
Don't cast off the boat till everyone is on board.

throw something off—1. = cast something off I: It’s good to
throw off heavy clothes now that summer is here. 2. = cast
something off 2: It’s very difficult to throw off old habits of
thoughts. 3. (of heat, smell, etc.) give out; emit: When this
material burns it throws off a nasty smell and a lot of smoke.
4. write or compose smth. quickly and easily: It shouldn’t take
me more than an afternoon to throw this article off. 5. (z/so:
throw something away) say smth. casually or carelessly: Be care-
ful what remarks you throw off in front of her, she’s very sen-
sitive. 6. cause mistakes in smth.: Any small interruption is
likely to throw off my calculation.

cast the first stone ® lay the first stone

cast the first stone—Dbe the first to bring an accusation against
a person: Let those of the respectable press who are without
sin, cast the first stone.

lay the first stone—lay the foundation of smth.: It was
Hughes who laid, in 1877, the first stone of radiographic prac-
tice by his detailed experiments.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
make the first step— perform the first move in a course of action
towards attaining a goal: Come, let us make the first step to-

wards our wealth.

casual ward ® casualty ward

casual ward— (UK hist.) the division of a workhouse to ac-
commodate vagrants overnight: The next two nights of our
stay were spent in the Notting Hill casual ward.

casualty ward—the ward in a hospital in which accidents
are treated: We were conducted to the casualty ward in which
she was lying.

cat fight * dog fight

cat fight— (coll.) 1. an altercation between two women typ-
ically involving scratching, etc.: He was recently caught in-
between a horrible cat fight involving his now girlfriend singer
Kelis. 2. a vociferous dispute: A debate at Toronto City Coun-

catch one’s death

cil about an affordable housing project turned into an ugly
“cat fight” between two councilors.

dog fight—a close-range aerial combat between aircraft: One
event I do remember is being in the back garden and looking
up and seeing two planes in a dog fight.

cat has nine lives, a ® there’s more than one way to
kill a cat

cat has nine lives, a— (saying) cats can survive things severe
enough to kill other animals: A cat has nine lives, you only
have one. To prevent accidents — think before action.

there’s more than one way to kill a cat (also: there are more
ways than one to kill a cat)— there is more than one method to
do smth.: Their experiments revealed: There’s more than one

way to kill a cat.

catch a look ® catch the eye

catch a look—1. notice smb.’s glance: I caught a fleeting look
of relief from Sylvia. 2. look at a person or thing: He turned
to catch a look at her sweet face.

catch the eye—attract attention: The thickets of Licuala
catch the eye with their striking foliage.

catch a tiger by the tail © take the bull by the
horns

catch a tiger by the tail— (also: have a tiger by the tail) engage
in an undertaking which may prove extremely dangerous or
difficult: You're taking on an organization with reserves you
know nothing about. How do you know you won't be catching
a tiger by the tail?

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase catch an eel by the tail— (also: hold an eel by the tail)
attempt to control an elusive person or situation: He is not easily
managed, but if he suspects you are trying to take him in, you
may as well catch an eel by the tail.

take the bull by the horns—deal with a difficult situation in
a bold and direct manner rather than evade it: He had not, as
the phrase goes, taken the bull by the horns, or advanced in
front of the enemy’s fire.

catch on to someone ® catch on with someone

catch on to someone—understand the real nature of a person:
He was a real talent and I hoped that the world would catch
on to him.

catch on with someone —become popular with people: I hope
our new product catches on with children.

catch on to something ¢ catch up to something

catch on to something—figure smth. out; understand smth.:
His sagacious mind immediately recognized and caught on to
the only plan of salvation in sight.

catch up to something—(also: catch up with something) 1.
overtake a bus, etc. by walking fast: Jane caught up to the bus
that had almost left her behind. 2. keep pace with smth.: Quite
frankly, at our current pace, we will never catch up to fixing
our infrastructure deficit.

catch one’s breath © get one’s breath again

catch one’s breath—be affected by a sudden emotion such as
fear, excitement, etc.: To the rocketing bound of a good free
horse you catch your breath, thankfully, happily.

get one’s breath again—be relieved after exertion, excitement,
etc.: The work goes on until Friday night, and then the break

which gives one time to get one’s breath again.

catch one’s death ® meet one’s death

catch one’s death— (coll.) catch a severe cold that may be
fatal (also: catch one’s death of cold): She had walked in the rain
seeking a refuge and “catching her death” instead.



catch someone cold

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase catch someone dead— (coll., usually negat.) find a person
in an embarrassing position: Never driven anything but a car
but you wouldn’t catch me dead driving a minivan.

meet one’s death—die a violent death; die in a particular way:
Mr. Green met his death through the gas-tap being too loose.

catch someone cold ® have someone cold
catch someone cold—(Sport) surprise one’s opponents when
they are not prepared for an attack: Northern, seeking their
eighth successive League win, were caught cold by Castleford.
have someone cold—(U.S. sl.) have a person in one’s power
or at one’s mercy: He'll have to take whatever deal they offer

him, they've got him cold for the murder of Sedley.

catch someone on the wrong foot ® put a foot
wrong

catch someone on the wrong foor—surprise a person when one
is not ready or expecting smth.: 'm afraid you rather caught
me on the wrong foot, asking for it at such short notice.

put a foot wrong— (usually negat.) make the smallest mistake;
make a blunder: He complained that if he put a foot wrong,
the manager was down on him at once.

See also: ger off on the wrong foor / ger out of bed with the

wrong foot foremost.

catch someone up in something ¢ catch someone
up on something

catch someone up in something—deeply involve a person in
smth.; wholly occupy smb.’s attention: The accident caught
us all up in the resultant confusion.

catch someone up on something— (coll.) tell a person the news
of smth.: Oh, please catch me up on what your family is doing.

catch someone’s eye ® catch someone’s look

catch someone’s eye—attract a person’s attention: I tried to
catch her eye, but she was too engrossed in the book to no-
tice.

catch someone’s look—notice smb.’s glance: Howard laughed

then stopped as he caught her look of disapproval.

catch up on someone ® catch up with someone

catch up on someone—1. overtake and overcome a person:
The police caught up on the men just as they entered a dark
archway. 2. have a marked effect on smb.: I think his past is
beginning to catch up on him. 3. (¢coll.) learn the news of a
person: I've had a visit from my friend John, and it was nice
to catch up on him.

cateh up with someone—1. get level with a person when one
has been left behind: Walk on ahead of me. I'll catch up with
you. 2. = catch up on someone 2: Jet lag caught up with Joe and
he slept for fourteen hours. 3. reach the same stage as smb.
after lagging behind: He’s working hard to catch up with the
others. 4. make a person accountable for past deeds: Gronevelt
felt that the FBI would catch up with them sooner or later. 5.
(coll.) meet with smb. for a casual chat: “And what have you
been up t0?” “Nothing much. Catching up with a few people
here.”

catch up on something ® catch up with something

catch up on something—do unfinished work; do things that
one has not had time to do until now: Confined to his bed for
a whole week, Smith passed the time catching up on his read-
ing.

g;ﬂtch up with something— (also: catch up ro something) 1.
overtake a bus, etc. by walking fast: Jane caught up with the
bus that had almost left her behind. 2. keep pace with smth.:
The fate of Africa depends upon economic advance catching
up with political advance.
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cat’s lick ® cat-lick

cat’s lick— (UK sl.) a brief wash: After having a quick bite,
I had a cat’s lick, that’s my short bath and headed off for the
hideout.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
compound calf-lick— (also: cowlick) a curl of hair on the forehead
which will not lie smoothly: 1 would imagine that there must
be a hereditary factor to the calf-lick like there is to eyes.

cat-lick— (UK sl., also: cat’lick) Catholic: The Cat-lick
church has often changed its mind on things ... often kicking
and screaming while being dragged down that road of change.

cat’s paw ® pussyfoot

cat’s paw —a person used as a tool by another to accomplish
a purpose, etc.: The eldest son, John, was a cat’s-paw in the
financial schemings of the second son, Charles.

pussyfoor—1. a person who avoids committing himself; smb.
who proceeds very cautiously: Modesty is not the same as sub-
jection, and a well-bred lad does not need to be a pussyfoot.
2. a cool, fruity nonalcoholic cocktail with added egg yolk:
Turned out a pussyfoot is a non-alcoholic concoction of a few
fruit juices served chilled.

cat’s whisker ® cat’s whiskers

cat’s whisker—(in old-fashioned crystal radios) a wire that
makes contact with a semiconductor: Many of these receivers
used the “cat’s whisker” type of crystal diode for detection of
a radio signal.

cat’s whiskers—(coll.) the acme of excellence; a person or
thing most highly approved of: My new secretary thinks she
is the cat’s whiskers though she is no better than the last one.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase between you and me and the cat’s whiskers— said
when telling smth. to a person that you want him to keep secret:
The water was cool, white and pure ... and we felt divine tak-
ing bath in it. The location of the waterfall is between six of
us and the cat’s whiskers.

cause for something ® cause of something

cause for something—reason or motive for smth.: The
grannies had no real cause for complaint of the furnishment
of the tea table.

cause of something—an event, person, or thing that makes
smth. happen: It was not surprising to hear that hypertension
was the cause of his death.

chairman of the board ° chairman of the boards

chairman of the board—the leader of a corporation’s board
of directors: He was Chairman of the Board of the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute and remains a board
member.

chairman of the boards— (Hockey) a player who controls play
along the boards: One of our sportsmen has been extended
the ultimate compliment by the city of New York. The leg-
endary “Chairman of the Boards” flies out to the Big Apple
on Sunday...

chalk it up to someone ® chalk one up for
someone

chalk it up to someone — (coll.) attribute smth. to or account
for smth. by a person’s age, inexperience, etc.: I apologise for
failing to recall what he said. Please chalk it up to me being
an old guy and subject to memory failure.

chalk one up for someone—(coll.) put smth. to a person’s
credit: I give Cameron credit for what he is as a showman,
but I won't chalk one up for him for what he isn’t —and he’s

not an artist.
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challenge someone on something ® challenge
someone to something

challenge someone on something—dispute a person’s state-
ment, remarks, etc.: I think Fred is wrong, but I won’t chal-
lenge him on his estimate.

challenge someone to something—dare smb. to do smth.; in-
vite a person to compete at smth.: Your opponent now has the

chance to challenge you to a return game.

chance on something ¢ chance something

chance on something—find smth. by chance: I chanced on
the transaction in the realty column of the paper.

chance something—risk doing smth.: I don’t usually ride
horses, but this time I will chance it.

chance one’s arm ¢ one would give his right arm

chance one’s arm —do smth. in the face of probable failure;
take one’s chance of doing smth. successfully: He chanced his
arm in pursuit of a world record and for a while looked like
he might just pull it off.

one would give his right arm— (hyperbolic) one is ready to
give up his most valuable possession (to achieve smth.): I'm
sure Leon would give his right arm for a fraction of John’s
success.

change hands ¢ pass from hand to hand

change hands— (of money, property, etc.) pass from one per-
son’s possession to another’s: Scanlons used to be a really good
pub but it has just changed hands, so I am not sure any more.

pass from hand to hand— (of leaflets, etc.) continuously pass
from one person to a series of other persons: She watched the
note as it passed from hand to hand down the rows until it
finally reached her desk.

change of life * changes of life

change of life— (euph.) menopause: The period occupied by
this “change of life” ranges from two to four years, if not
longer.

changes of life—altered conditions in a person’s life: I have
learned, through all the changes of life, the important lesson
that it is not necessary to go through any stressful change
alone.

change something for something ¢ change
something to something

change something for something—take or give smth. in ex-
change for smth. else: On second thoughts I don’t care for
this red tie. Could you change it for a green one?

change something to something —change smth. so as to make
it smth. else: When she marries, a woman usually changes her
surname to that of her husband.

change the scene ® change the scenes

change the scene—change the environment or social sur-
roundings: The scene of the negotiation was again changed.
It was shifted from England to Holland.

change the scenes— (Theater) change the general appearance
of the stage: The play uses Brechtian techniques to show the
workings of theater as scenes are changed before your eyes.

Channel Islands, the (UK) ® Channel Islands, the
(U.S.)

Channel Islands, the (UK)—a group of islands in the English
Channel, off the French coast of Normandy: The Chausey is-
lands are not generally included in the geographical definition
of the Channel Islands but occasionally described as “French
Channel Islands.”

Channel Islands, the (U.S.)— (also: Channel Islands of Cali-

chase two rabbits

fornia, the) a chain of eight islands located in the Pacific
Ocean, off the coast of Southern California: The Channel Is-
lands at low elevations are virtually frost-free and constitute
one of the few such areas in the continental U.S.

charge like a bull at a gate ® charge like a
wounded bull

charge like a bull at a gate— (Austral. sl.) act impetuously or
with violence: I was naive, but also like a bull at a gate, charg-
ing forward without stopping for long to consider the conse-
quences.

charge like a wounded bull— (Austral. sl.) overprice an item
or service: When waiters take your order, they often get you
to order all kinds of extras for which they can charge like a
wounded bull.

charge someone for something ® charge someone
up for something

charge someone for something—ask a person to pay a certain
price for smth.: I was charged for a few pounds of overweight
luggage.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase charge someone with something—1. declare that a person
is guilty of smth.: All the members demanded with one voice
who it was who was charged with the crime. 2. entrust a person
with a duty or responsibility: Students are under the supervision
of the Censor, who is charged with the care of their conduct
and studies.

charge someone up for something—1. stimulate smb.’s enthu-
siasm or readiness for smth.: An excellent beefsteak in the
company of truckers charged me up for the day’s exertions. 2.
make a person pay more by raising the price: On top of the
food, he charged me up for bogus Lottery tickets.

charge something down to someone ® charge
something up to someone
charge something down to someone— (also: put something down
to someone) record a sum of money as a person’s debt for later
payment: Please charge these goods down to my account.
charge something up to someone — (also: charge something upon
someone) = charge something down to someone: Why were the

expenses of the reception charged up to me?

Charlie’s dead ® Queen Ann’s dead

Charlie’s dead—(UK) is used to discreetly tell a woman that
her slip or panties are showing: “Charlie est mort.” “What did
you say?” Marie lapsed suddenly into English.... “Charlie’s
dead,” he translated. “Means your petticoat’s showing.”

Queen Ann's dead— (UK) an ironical response to smb. who
refers to old news or says smth. very obvious: To any boy who
tendered a particularly obvious bit of information, his classic

reply was, “Oh yes, and Queen Anne’s dead.”

chase two rabbits ° kill two birds with one stone

chase two rabbits—(also: run after two hares) try to fulfill
two goals at the same time (with the implication that a person
will not succeed in either one): Japanese managers are forced
to “chase two rabbits,” that is, Western governance and Japa-
nese honor.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase make two bites of a cherry— (also: take two bites of a
cherry) take two turns to accomplish smth. which could be per-
formed in one operation: To announce then all I am announcing
now seemed unwise and we remembered the adage against
making two bites of a cherry.

kill two birds with one stone—accomplish two objectives
with a single action: If we can get gas and have lunch at the

next rest stop, we will be killing two birds with one stone.



chat someone up

chat someone up © talk someone up

chat someone up —(UK coll., of men) try to make friends
with a woman by talking to her: I did my clumsy best to chat
her up and talked to her about my interest in archaeology.

talk someone up — (chiefly U.S.) praise smb.; speak in support
of a person: The coaches have been talking him up since early
in the preseason.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase talk someone down—1. silence smb. by speaking more
loudly or aggressively; win out over a person in an argument, etc.:
Eventually, however, Mr. Brown talked down all the other
members of the committee. 2. convince a person to lower the
price: This is my final offer.... Now, don’t try to talk me down.
3. provide a pilot with directions by radio which enable him to
land: They get us on the radar screen and talk us down on to
the runway.

See also: talk down to someone / talk up to someone.

check on something ¢ check something

check on something—examine or assess smth. (such as a per-
son’s health, etc.): We checked on the possibility of shipping
some of our newly acquired paintings back to the States.

check something—1. examine smth. to learn whether it is
correct: The child should be taught how to check his spelling
against that of the dictionary. 2. = check on something: We've
added a test to check the possibility of hearing damage caused
by extended listening at high level. 3. cause an emotion, feel-
ing, etc. to stop: The changes that Mark Twain made indicate
that he checked his impulse to write an even darker, more
confrontational work.

check someone up ® check up on someone

check someone up—1. (also: give someone a check-up) give
smb. a medical examination: The doctor checked me up and
I was told T was in bad shape. 2. establish the truth about
smb.; investigate a person: The cop doesn’t even take the trou-
ble to check me up, he knows me damn well.

check up on someone — = check someone 2: The police checked
up on him, and he had an alibi. Several people testified that
they saw him at a bar in Rochester.

cheese it ® say cheese

cheese it— (sl., often imper.) 1. stop doing smth.; leave off: I
say, cheese it! If you bang about much more you’ll have the
ceiling down. 2. run away quickly: When a police car came
into the neighborhood, we acted as if they were after us, and
the cry went out “Cheese it, the cops!”

say cheese—said to make smb. smile when taking his pho-
tograph: They are almost certainly just saying cheese to hold

their smiles...

chess player ® chessman
chess player—a person who plays chess: A champion chess
player will often lose a match game to a far inferior opponent.
chessman—one of the pieces with which chess is played:
Chessmen of fanciful shapes and forms are often made as cu-
riosities.

chew the cud ° chew the fat

chew the cud—think about smth. slowly and carefully: Near
the Acropolis is the Archaia Agora, ruins that were once the
square where philosophers chewed the cud.

chew the fat—(coll.) 1. chat at length in a relaxed manner:
Blount’s great talent is that he’s comfortable chewing the fat
with just about anybody. 2. discuss a matter, especially com-
plainingly: If anyone starts fault-finding or “chewing the fat”
he is immediately “ticked off.”

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
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chew the cheese— (sl.) vomit: The cat’s chewing the cheese on

the living room carpet again.

chicken feed ® feed the chicken

chicken feed— (coll.) anything of little importance, especially
a trifling sum of money: That meant only chicken feed for the
proprietary companies and big producers. Cf.: chicken feeder—
(s.) a poor tipper: The only people I waited on in the restaurant
were chicken feeders.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase bird food— (sl.) health food such as nuts, seeds, etc. (also:
rabbit food): “Instead of a beef hamburger, try a garden-burger.
It’s got nuts and oats and is healthier for you.” “I don’t like
bird food.”

feed the chicken—(sl.) said of a gesture of greeting in which
one person slaps an upraised palm against that of another per-
son: “Hey, great job, feed the chicken!” “Thanks.”

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase feed the chicks— (RAF) carry out air-to-air refueling, by
a large tanker aircraft, of the smaller, fighter aircraft.

chicken soup © duck soup

chicken soup—1. a book featuring a collection of short, mo-
tivating essays: Compiled of new and previously published
stories, this Chicken Soup collection brings inspiration for the
holidays. 2. smth. that provides a mysterious but effective way
to solve the problem: “Hey, my Mac [computer] is messed up.
It won't work.” “Try re-building your desktop, it’s chicken
soup.

duck soup — (coll.) a task or assignment that does not require
much effort: One very helpful person was Caroline, a techni-
cian for whom the whole computer operation was duck soup.

child of man ® man-child
child of man— (liter.) a human being: The elephant lays
down his life to save the child of man, and, consequently, in-
nocence and honesty triumphs over selfishness.
man-child— (pl. men-children) a male child; a boy: Three
years later another little girl was born, and lastly a handsome
little man child was born to this family in 1863.

child of nature ® natural child

child of nature—(euph.) a person in an uncivilized or un-
cultivated state: She felt that he wanted her to be a child of
nature. That suited her very well.

natural child—1. a child actually begotten by one in contrast
to adopted: With little prospect of natural children, we applied
for adoption all the sooner. 2. a child born out of wedlock:
Full equality has been introduced between legitimate and nat-
ural children, between married and unmarried couples.

childish behavior ¢ childlike behavior

childish behavior — (used showing disapproval) behavior char-
acterized by lack of emotional restraint or similar adult qual-
ities: The strategy requires that you not react to her childish
behavior. Until she calms down, you don’t respond at all.

childlike behavior—the kind of behavior more appropriate
for a child than an adult: Shana ... newly dependent on her
mother, reverted to childlike behavior by allowing herself to
be taken care of.

child’s game ° child’s play

child’s game—said of a person’s behavior more appropriate
for a child: He knew it was just a child’s game — to stare at
someone and not look away first.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase easy game— (also: fair game) a suitable object for ridicule;
a person easily persuaded or taken advantage of: So 1 disguised
myself and came back and studied you. You were easy game.
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child’s play —said of smth. very easily done or of very little
importance: The work of reformation is child’s play to that of

making your friends believe you have reformed.

China syndrome ® Chinese restaurant syndrome

China syndrome—1. (dated) possibility of a catastrophe as a
result of a nuclear reactor meltdown: If the heat in the molten
fuel cannot be dissipated by conductivity, then the danger
from the so-called China Syndrome would be much higher.
2. (Business) relocating manufacturing operations to China to
reduce labor costs: It was pointed out that the new European
Union countries were actually an alternative for the so-called
China Syndrome.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase Vietnam syndrome— (U.S.) an attitude that diplomacy
may be more effective in solving political problems than the use
of military force (stemming from the American experience in Viet-
nam): Lee characterized the new war as an attempt to over-
come the Vietnam syndrome to prove we can fight and win.

Chinese restaurant syndrome —a group of symptoms varying
from sweating and dizziness to heart palpitation observed in
some people eating Chinese food (associated with the food ad-
ditive “‘monosodium glutamate” used in Chinese cooking): Chi-
nese restaurant syndrome is best diagnosed by the symptoms
that a person describes.

Chinese auction ® Dutch auction

Chinese auction—an auction, commonly in a charity type
setting, in which bidders buy tickets which are essentially their
chances to win items: We will have our usual Chinese auction,
which has been so popular in the past.

Dutch auction—an auction in which the auctioneer pro-
gressively lowers the price until a bidder agrees to buy: Sarah
de Clercq began her career as a picture specialist at a Dutch
auction house.

chocolate soldier ® toy soldier

chocolate soldier— (derog.) 1. a soldier unwilling to fight:
They are chocolate soldiers who merely go to see battles and
coolly urge others to fight them. 2. a militiaman or conscripted
soldier: Conscripts, known as “chocos” (chocolate soldiers)
were not required to serve outside prescribed areas.

toy soldier — (also: tin soldier) 1. a miniature figure of a soldier
made of metal, etc.: There are thousands of different hobbies:
toy soldiers, model airplanes, cigarette cards. 2. (derog.) a sol-
dier in a peacetime army; a ceremonial soldier only: Poor
Hugo has gone clucking back for to be a toy soldier at Alder-
shot.

chosen few © chosen people

chosen few— (also: select few) a relatively small number of
persons selected for a position of favor or privilege: The Pro-
fessor is giving a dinner-party tonight, but that’s just for the
chosen few.

chosen people— (also: God’s chosen people) 1. the Jews, espe-
cially in the Old Testament: This was a greater miracle than
that of the cloud with which God defended his chosen people
in the wilderness from the heat of the sun. 2. those who are
“saved” in keeping with the Christian doctrine of salvation;
members of the spiritual Israel: Antichrist is a holder of po-

litical power who persecutes God’s chosen people.

Cicero of Germany, the ® German Cicero, the
Cicero of Germany, the— (bist.) the name given to Johann
II1, elector of Brandenburg (1455-1499): Cicero of Germany,
Elector of Brandenburg, could speak four hours at a stretch,
in elegantly flowing Latin, with a fair share of meaning in it
too.
German Cicero, the— (bist.) the name given to Johann
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Sturm, printer and scholar (1507-1589): He has been called
the German Cicero, and has arguably exerted a more powerful
influence on education than any single person.

citizen of nature ® natural citizen

citizen of nature—a human being as an integral part of the
natural world (knowing no boundaries created by men): The
laws of nature defined his natural rights and made him, as it
were, a citizen of nature.

natural citizen—(also: natural-born citizen) a person born
in the country and having the legal status of citizen: I think a
true American is one who is a natural citizen.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
naturalized citizen— an immigrant from another country who
has become a citizen: Mr. Johnson is a naturalized citizen of
the United States, but a native of England.

City Editor (UK) * City Editor (U.S.)

City Editor—(UK) the editor dealing with financial news
in a newspaper or magazine: Often comment by the City Ed-
itors precipitated a run on shares.

City Editor—(U.S.) the editor dealing with local news: The
City Editor directs the work of the reporters, whose duty is to
gather all the local intelligence of the day.

City man ® city man

City man—(UK) a person engaged in commerce or finance:
He had made his mark in the mercantile world as a thoroughly
representative City-man.

city man—1. an inhabitant of a city (as contrasted with a
countryman): Mr. White might have made a whole book out
of being a city man on a farm. 2. a fellow-inhabitant of a city:
He headed out for Calgary or Edmonton, or any American
city.... It didn’t matter. Everywhere he found his city men.

City of Angels * City of Saints

City of Angels—Los Angeles (California, USA): From The
City of Angels to the City of Saints: The struggle to build a
railroad from Los Angeles to Salt Lake City.

City of Saints—1. Montreal (Quebec, Canada): Martin said
he came from a city of saints, where all the streets were named
after saints. 2. Salt Lake City (Utah, USA): The “City of
Saints” grew from the toil and resolve of a hardy band of Mor-
mon pioneers.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
City of God—1. heaven as an ideal abode of bliss: The Chris-
tians were convinced that the “City of God” was infinitely
more important than happiness on earth. 2. (also: Holy City)
Jerusalem (in Christian and Judaic tradition): The city of God,
Jerusalem represents a sphere in which God’s interests are pro-
tected and God’s dominion is exercised.

clasp hands ¢ clasp one’s hands

clasp hands—shake hands showing more emotion than in
the usual handshake: At half-past three my friend and I
clasped hands upon the mountain top.

clasp one’s hands—press hands together with the fingers in-
terlaced: Setting aside her glass, Sandra crossed her feet, clasp-
ing her hands behind her head.

classic play © classical play

classic play—a play that serves as a standard; one that has
come to be regarded as one of the best: Molly has a dream of
acting in a classic play, but all the parts she likes are written
for men.

classical play—a play which is Roman or ancient Greek: A
classical play (ancient Greek drama or work of a classical
writer) is presented during the summer in cultural events held
by municipalities.
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clean animals ® cleanly animals

clean animals —1. animals that are habitually clean: Rats are
obsessively clean animals that spend a good 20 percent of their
day cleaning themselves. 2. animals considered fit for food by
religious custom: God tells us that the clean animals were to
be used for food and the unclean animals were not to be used
as food.

cleanly animals— = clean animals I: You need to spend only
little time on the personal hygiene of the guinea-pigs because

they are very cleanly animals.

clean as a new pin ® clean as a whistle

clean as a new pin—spotlessly clean; very tidy: He was al-
ways glad to see me in the galley which he kept as clean as a
new pin.

clean as a whistle—1. = clean as a new pin: It was not long
before the dismal little boarded-up house was as clean as a
whistle. 2. said of smth. neatly and skillfully done: The dog
jumped through the hoop as clean as a whistle.

clean-fingered ¢ clean-handed

clean-fingered—1. (of a musician, erc.) having quick and
nimble fingers: The clean-fingered playing and thoughtful ap-
proach distinguish his performance of the earlier pieces. 2.
honest; incorruptible: Desire for clean-fingered lottery regu-
lators ensured that none of them was remotely connected to
the gambling industry.

clean-handed—not guilty of any wrongdoing: Mature,
democratic institutions with clean-handed politics and social
justice are still a long way off.

clean room ¢ dirty room

clean room—1. (also: white room) a room that is virtually
free of dust or bacteria (used in assembly of precision equip-
ment): The plant is a state-of-the-art facility that forms tran-
sistors onto large glass substrates, in a class—100 clean room.
2. (med.) operating theater with a “clean-room” atmosphere:
It was a hospital clean room he was locked in. Purified air and
the smell of disinfectant.

dirty room—(med.) an operating room where the surgeon
has to deal with an infection: The hospital has four wards. In
addition, there is an operation theater for major procedures,
and a “dirty” room for minor cases.

clean shave © close shave

clean shave—(sl.) said of an act of swindling: We doubt if
any lady is aware of the very clean shave she is constantly un-
dergoing.

close shave—a dangerous situation that a person just man-
ages to avoid: I did not so much as get my feet wet when the
bridge fell, though it was a close shave.

clean-shaven ® closely shaven

clean-shaven —said of a man not having a moustache or
beard: He provided a list of celebrated clean-shaven men and
also of celebrated beavers, as bearded men are termed.

closely shaven—said of a man with a neat, smooth shave:
He was tall, spare, with closely shaven face and gray hair, worn
rather long.

clean someone out ® clean up on someone

clean someone out—(coll.) take everything from a person;
deprive or cheat smb. of his money, etc.: “She cleaned me
out,” says Williams. “She used me to get to America.”

clean up on someone—(U.S. coll.) defeat an opponent (in a
fight): Chavez looked tired and Tszyu cleaned up on him,
clocking him with a clean left hook and several right upper-
cuts.
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clear a ship © clear a ship for action

clear a ship —pay the charges at the custom-house and re-
ceive permission to sail: The custom’s official told me that
only the captain could clear the ship and that I had to go back
and get him.

clear a ship for action— (also: clear the decks) remove all en-
cumbrances from the deck of a ship ready for an engagement:
Crews were often given a hot meal before being called to clear

the ship for action.

clear as crystal © clear as mud

clear as crystal—1. (of water, etc.) unclouded; transparent:
The cave was long and wide and pervaded by cold water, clear
as crystal. 2. (of a situation) very clear; easily understood: I
don’t know why you can't understand the instructions — they’re
as clear as crystal to me.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase clear as a bell—1. (of sound) extremely clear: When
his daughter telephoned him from America he could hear her
as clear as a bell. 2. = clear as crystal 2: When I write some-
thing, the meaning is clear as a bell to me. When someone
reads what I wrote, the interpretation may be very different.

clear as mud—1. (joc.) = clear as crystal 2: It was clear as
mud that Angelides was very smart. But it was also clear that
he was not a politician.... 2. (fronic) not at all clear: 'm now
giving up as I've wasted too much time on this and the in-
structions are about as clear as mud.

clear away ° clear off

clear away—1. (of clouds, fog, etc.) vanish; disappear: The
mist cleared away as the sun came out. 2. clear the table:
Mother always clears away when we have finished eating.

clear off—1. (coll., often imper.) be off; go away (also: clear
out): 1 told them to clear off and threatened to call the police.
2. (coll., also: clear out) run away; leave in a hurry: When he
saw the policeman, he cleared off as fast as his legs could carry
him. 3. = clear away I: This fog cleared off more quickly than
others and after an hour it was just overcast and warm.

clear land © clear the land

clear land —remove trees and brushwood (to cultivate the
soil): I have been clearing land for eight days, and now begin
to feel the effects of poison — from ivy, doubtless.

clear the land—1. = clear land: There were three ways by
which the first settlers cleared the land. The first was called
“slashing.” 2. (Nautical) maneuver close to land without run-
ning ashore: It looked a bit close to the beach where the ship
was drifting. But we managed to clear the land...

clear something off ¢ clear something out

clear something off —1. remove smth. unwanted in order to
leave a clear space: Please clear your papers off so that I can
serve dinner. 2. pay one’s debts, remaining payments, etc.:
hope to clear off my mortgage in a few months’ time. 3. dispose
of the goods, etc. (selling them cheaply): The manager wants
to clear off all the old stock in the warehouse. 4. (coll.) get rid
of smth.; make an end of smth.: I'd like to clear off the rest of
the work which was waiting for me after my holiday.

clear something out—1. = clear something off I: 1 hope you've
cleared out all those papers and envelopes from your drawer
this time. 2. = clear something off 3: If you need to clear out
the goods now we do have a small amount of storage space. 3.
(coll.) rob a place: They completely cleared out the shop win-
dow display making off with gold chains.

clever at something ® clever with something

clever at something—quick in learning and understanding
smth.: Some of you boys and girls are very clever at working
sums.
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clever with something —skilful in using a tool, etc.: She was
a beader: she was that clever with her fingers she could do all
kinds of things.

climacteric period ® climactic period

climacteric period—1. the period of menopause in women:
Psychological and social conditions influenced the presence of
depression during the climacteric period. 2. a period of deci-
sive importance: Barnes rendered specially valuable service in
behalf of the Union during the climacteric period of the Civil
War.

climactic period—a period of greatest intensity in a series of
events: The climactic period in the dinosaurs’ reign was
reached just before the ice age.

climb up the wall ® go over the wall

climb up the wall— (coll.) become very angry or distraught:
Old Marks will climb up the wall if he hears I closed early.

go over the wall—1. leave a religious order: The world is al-
ways more interested in the one nun who goes over the wall
than the thousands who don’t. 2. escape from prison: Us guys
pull wires to get jobs as guards, and you convicts go over the
wall whenever you can. 3. defect to another country: The
bloody place [the Foreign Office] has never been the same
since Kim Philby went over the wall. 4. go to prison: He would
be observed “going over the wall” or “going to stir” (going to

detention prison).

clip one’s words ¢ clip the King’s English

clip one’s words—speak with affected clarity or precise ar-
ticulation: Although he was usually fairly easy to understand,
he had a habit of clipping his words so that they sounded ex-
tremely precise.

clip the King’s English— (UK dated) pronounce words hur-
riedly and indistinctly when drunk (also: clip the Queen’s En-
glish): T only drink to get mauled but it’s rare to find me clip-

ping the King’s English in these places.

clip someone’s wings ® give someone wings

clip someone’s wings—restrain a person; restrict the scope of
smb.’s activities: He could not succeed in clipping the wings
of his restless neighbor.

give someone wings—provide inspiration to a person: I love
his belief in me. He has given me wings and convinced me I
can do all things.

clock someone ® clock someone in

clock someone—1. measure the time a person takes doing
smth.: I doubt anyone will clock you on it. But if you're selling
your game you will be present at the booth a part of the day
to promote it. 2. (Traffic Police) measure the speed of a passing
car using radar gun (in order to detect speedsters): Stay out of
this city if possible ... the police will clock you for going 5
miles over the speed limit. 3. (U.S. s..) hit a person: The guy
behind me clocked me in the back of the head right as the ball
hit my palm and I dropped it.

clock someone in—record smb.’s arrival for work: When I
arrived at work, usually about 3:10 every day, someone had
clocked me in at 3:00. Ten additional minutes each day gave
me a little over $2.50 a month, which paid my bus fare. Cf.:
clock someone out— register smb.’s departure from work: His
buddy clocked him out so it appeared that he worked a full
day even though he never showed up.

close down © shut down

close down —1. (of a shop, factory, etc.) cease doing business;
stop production: The shop will be closing down for good on
Saturday, so everything is half price. 2. (of @ radio or TV sta-
tion) stop broadcasting for the day: This station is now closing
down and we wish you all good-night.

close the book on something

shut down — = close down I: The whole company shuts down
for three weeks’ holiday every year.

close enough for government work ¢ close enough
for jazz

close enough for government work—(U.S. ironic) is used to
reflect one’s low opinion of the end result, quality of a product,
etc.: For decades, the East German public was damned with
merchandise that was “close enough for government work.”

close enough for jazz—is used to say that while smth. is not
perfect, it is close enough in quality to the target to be ac-
ceptable: The data may not be totally accurate, but it is close
enough for jazz. We trust it.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
close but no cigar— used of a situation when one falls just short
of a successful outcome: In my last rejection the editor told me
that this particular piece was “close but no cigar.”

close one’s eyes © close your eyes and think of
England

close one’s eyes— (also: shut one’s eyes) pretend that one has
no knowledge of smth.; ignore smth.: If the authorities choose
to close their eyes, the only thing that will pry them open is
public pressure.

close your eyes and think of England— (also: shut your eyes and
think of England) a humorous advice to smb. faced with an
unpleasant task (originally a wedding-night advice for Victorian
brides to succumb to unwanted sex): Live large. Tip big. And
when they bring the check, just close your eyes and think of

England.

close something down ® shut something down

close something down — (of a shop, factory, etc.) cause to cease
functioning: The shop had been closed down following the
medical inspection report.

shut something down—1. = close something down: The severe
winter shut many factories down this year. 2. (of an engine,
piece of equipment, etc.) turn off: They shut the machine down
so they could repair it. 3. stop water or electricity supply: On
Monday the power supply will be shut down for the whole
building.

close something up ® shut something up

close something up —1. (of a well) close by filling up: We must
close up the old well, it's dangerous. 2. (of @ road) close by
blocking: Leaving town I saw a few signs saying that the road
was closed up ahead. 3. cause smth. to join together: Children
have to learn to close up their letters when writing. 4. (of 2
building, shop, etc.) close (for a short time): We are closing up
the house for the weekend.

shut something up — (of a building, shop, etc.) close securely;
make safe by locking: We're going to shut the house up for

the summer while we are away.

close the barn door after the horse gets out ® your
barn door is open

close the barn door after the horse gets out—not take any action
until after a problem has already occurred: The problem is
that post-accident testing closes the barn door after the horse
is long gone.

your barn door is open —(U.S. euph.) is used as a caution to
a man having his trouser zip undone: “Excuse me ... I couldnt
help but notice your barn door is open.” “What?” “Um ...
your fly is open.”

close the book on something ® close the books on
something
close the book on something—put an end to a matter; stop



close the door on someone

working on a case: The police insinuate that David may have
been involved in illegal activities and seem to close the book
on the case.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase closed book, a— used of a person or thing one cant figure
out or does not know anything about: “At first, I politely refused
the commission, as opera is a closed book to me,” says Tojuro...

close the books on something—balance accounts at the end of
an accounting period: While residential brokerages expect to
close the books next month on a record sales year, they are al-
ready seeing signs of a slowdown.

See also: open a book on something / open book, an.

close the door on someone © close the door to
someone

close the door on someone—1. refuse to allow a person in:
Next a policeman let several people in including Dick, but
closed the door on me. 2. refuse to talk to or have any more
dealings with a person: They closed the door on their daughter
when she married without their consent.

close the door to someone—(of a club, university, etc.) refuse
admission: This country must not close the door to immi-
grants and refugees. Cf: open the door to someone— allow a
certain category of people to enter or join: The Anglican church
had recently opened the door to women by ruling that national
bodies could choose their own bishops.

close thing ® closest thing, the

close thing— (also: close shave) said of a dangerous situation
that a person just manages to avoid: John had just saved his
bacon. It had been a very close thing.

closest thing, the—most similar to a person or thing men-
tioned: Pat Branson was the closest thing to a manual worker

among us.

close time ® closing time

close time—a season when it is illegal to kill certain animals
or fish: He would extend the close time, and he believes that
in a year the nets would be catching far more fish.

closing time—the time at which pubs, shops, etc. end busi-
ness: The art museum was fantastic, and we stayed until clos-

ing time.

close to someone ® close with someone

close to someone—intimate or very familiar with smb.: Mr.
Weinberger is close to the President ... much closer than Mr.
Haig has ever been.

close with someone — (coll.) stingy towards a person: He was
close with his son and never allowed him any pocket-money.

close to something ® close with something

close to something—1. situated near to smth.: The area is a
70-hectare nature reserve lying close to the town. 2. nearly
equal to smth.: Visually the print is very close to the original
painting in color, tone and texture.

close with something—mean with one’s money, etc.: “Was
he in the habit of making you presents?” “Oh, no, sir; he was
very close with his money, sir.”

close up * close-up

close up —1. close completely: The wound is closing up but
underneath it it’s still a little tender and bruised. 2. come
nearer to each other: As soon as he saw the movement of the
crowd the captain gave the order to his men to close up. 3. (of
a shop, etc.) close (for a short time): By the time we got to the
main dealer’s room, it was already closing up for the day. 4.
(coll.) become silent or secretive: We had a good conversation
before I asked, but when I asked, he closed up and looked

away.
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close-up —1. (Photography, TV) a shot taken from a position
very close to the subject: The film, with a surplus of gigantic
close-ups, seems more calculated to appeal to American than
British audiences. 2. a detailed picture or display of smth.:
This experience provided me with a close-up of how a halftime
show is produced and executed.

close up a shop * close up shop

close up a shop — (also: shut up a shop) close a shop securely
before leaving (for the weekend, etc.): The shop was closed
up for the night, so Kermit used his key and went up the back
way.

close up shop — (also: shut up shop) 1. (of an office, firm, etc.)
stop doing business for the day or more: The restaurant will
not close up shop until 11 M. every night of the week. 2. go
out of business: Mr. Lemoyne had reluctantly closed up shop
when the library had reached a rock-bottom membership of
eleven.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase closed shop— a plant or factory that employs only union
workers: Under a closed shop agreement, non-union employees
must join the union or face dismissal.

closed case ® open-and-shut case

closed case—a legal case that has been decided: Trying to re-
open a closed case is a very difficult, time consuming (and
usually expensive) process.

open-and-shut case—a legal case that is easily settled or de-
cided: The jury feels this is an open-and-shut case but Sir
John experiences doubts.

clothes man ° old-clothes man

clothes man—a dealer in cast-off or second-hand clothes: I
bought from the clothes-man a suit of the most gentlemanly
garments he possessed.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase man of the cloth— a priest: It’s nice to see a man of the
cloth actually using and believing in science. Cf.: clothier—a
retail seller of cloth: My father was a clothier. He sold cloth to
the tailors or to men who would then go to a tailor.

old-clothes man— = clothes man: This mantle he had just
purchased of the old-clothes man ... to protect himself from
the cold of the March.

clown around ¢ make a clown of oneself

clown around—do silly things in order to make people
laugh: The boys were clowning around when the teacher came
in.

make a clown of oneself—do smth. silly which makes one
appear foolish: This meeting led Rothermere to make a clown
of himself and also of his newspaper.

cock-eye Bob ¢ cockeye pilot

cock-eye Bob— (Austral. sl.) a cyclone which occurs on the
coast of Western Australia during the summer: Almost daily
the sky blackened as cock-eye Bobs shrieked upon them, to
lash them in sheets of rain.

cockeye pilot— a brightly colored fish (Eupomacentrus leu-
costictus) found in Florida and the West Indies: The “cockeye
pilot,” or jaqueta ... green with black bands, swarms in the
West Indies.

coffee break ¢ coffee hour

coffee break—a short time out from work in which to rest
and drink coffee: Take a coffee break: Coffee is a must for
most college students studying into the night.

coffee hour—a time to socialize and have refreshments: A
weekly coffee hour provides a chance for international students
to socialize with American students, staff and faculty.
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coffin nail ® nail in the coffin

coffin nail—1. smth. (in a sequence of events) that tends to
do serious harm: Every time they buy products made in other
countries they are driving another coffin nail into America’s
economy. 2. (s/.) a cigarette: Our joking doesn’t seem very
funny any more, because for many thousands, cigarettes really
do become coffin nails.

nail in the coffin— = coffin nail I: The vote is another nail
in the coffin of the one-party system which the country has
now largely renounced.

coin box ® money box

coin box—(UK) a public telephone: Annie called him from
a coin box using a two-pence piece that had been given her.

money box—1. a small box with an opening into which coins
are dropped as a way of saving money: A shilling went into
the child’s money-box that she had chosen as a safe deposit.
2. a strongbox for holding cash: Count the money in the
money box, write the amount down and compare with the
expected amount.

coin laundry ® money laundry

coin laundry—(U.S.) a self-service laundry with coin-op-
erated washing machines: If you need to use a coin laundry,
be sure to sort everything at home before you go.

money laundry —a facility (such as a bank, etc.) engaged in
transactions aimed at concealing the identity of illegally ob-
tained money: I figured it was a money laundry, probably for
drug money, but I was mistaken.

cold as hell ¢ cold winter in hell

cold as hell—(coll.) said of an extremely low ambient tem-
perature: Where’s my jacket? It’s cold as hell outside.

cold winter in hell—said of smth. not likely to happen or
happening on a very rare occasion: It'll be a cold winter in
hell before I ever go back there again.

cold as stone ® stone cold

cold as stone— (also: cold as a stone) 1. very cold to the touch:
Laura reached for Paul’s hand but when she laced her fingers
in his, Paul’s hand was cold as stone. 2. (of @ person) not much
moved by emotions: He was all sweet and kind to me but I
remained cold as a stone! “You take pleasure in tormenting
me,” he said...

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase cold as a wagon tire—(U.S. dated sl.) dead: The first
time she saw a man lying cold as a wagon tire wasn’t the day
she first stepped into battle, which was a good thing.

stone cold—1. said of cold tea, coffee, etc. that is expected
to be warm: He used to talk so much that his food was usually
stone cold before he finished it. 2. = cold as stone I: The only
observation I was left to ponder was how I could sweat so pro-
fusely while my hands were stone cold.

cold cash ® hot money

cold cash— (also: cold hard cash) money in its proper form,
as distinguished from checks, etc.: A Chinese buyer walked
into his atelier and paid cold cash for a monumental statue
(which can go for up to a million dollars).

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase cool million— (coll.) a million dollars considered as an
asset or a lump sum: You can bet he isn’t short on cash now.
Each cast member earned a cool million bucks every time an-
other episode of the hit TV show was shot.

hot money —money that is moved by its owner quickly from
one form of investment to another: Hot money is flowing into
Kenya as the country emerges as the latest target for interna-
tional fund managers looking for high returns.

come a long way

cold fish ¢ cool fish

cold fish—a callous, unfeeling individual; one who shows
no emotion: He is a real cold fish, never has struck me as the
kind of man to care much for others.

cool fish—(sl., also: cool card) a person who is impudent in
a calm way: Another sense referred to somebody who was as-
sured, audacious or impudent. This turned up in phrases like

a cool fish...

cold for someone ® cold to someone

cold for someone—is used of smth. not warm enough for a
person: The water was too cold for me, and I decided not to
bathe that day.

cold to someone— (also: cold with someone) said of smb. who
is not kind or friendly to a person: He was cold to his son that
morning.

college board ¢ college boards

college board—1. the governing body in a college: College
board members are encouraged to consult with the School
Boards Association when specific questions arise. 2. (U.S.) an
organization that provides tests and other educational services
for colleges: For the majority of colleges, you'll have to take
tests issued by the College Board.

college boards —a set of examinations given to test a student’s
readiness for college: My father had a perfect math score on
his college boards, the highest in the country.

collision course ® crash course

collision course—1. a course, as of moving vehicles, that will
end in a collision if left unchanged: Because of the density of
the fog, the deck officers did not realize that the ships were
now on a collision course. 2. confrontation between opposing
groups, etc. that may end in conflict: All attempts at diplo-
macy have broken down and the two states now appear to be
on a collision course.

crash course—a short intensive course in which one is taught
the most important facts and skills: Well, the powers that be
stipulate that all teachers be computer literate. So I took a
crash course in computers...

color man ® man of color

color man—1. a dealer in paints: By the early 1770s ... the
head colorman, Constantine Smith, had invented a dark,
semi-matt, over-glaze blue enamel of exceptional brilliance.
2. smb. who colors maps, prints, etc.: A Map of the Mediter-
ranean ... is remarkable for the fact that the color man has
forgotten the alteration of the frontiers of Greece. 3. (7V) a
broadcaster who adds background information to commen-
tary: While he was a fantastic wrestler, his brief stint as a color
man seemed misguided.

man of color—(also: colored man) a person who belongs to
a race of people who do not have white skin: The man of color
in every French territory had to say “yes” or “no” to a contin-
ued relationship within the French community.

color vision ® colored vision

color vision —perception of and ability to distinguish colors:
As soon as the results of experiments on the retinae of animals
were published, it was clear that a method was wanted for ob-
taining similar information with regard to the color vision of
man.

colored vision —a disturbance of vision (sometimes caused
by drugs) in which objects appear to have the wrong color:
Disturbed vision (double vision, colored vision) and tempo-
rary loss of hearing has been reported.

come a long way ® go a long way
come a long way —make great progress; significantly improve



come about

over a period of time: Ideas about the educability of the masses
have come a long way during the past 100 years.

go a long way—1. = come a long way: Technology has gone
a long way since the sixties both in diesel and gas engines. Cf.:
have a long way to go— be far short of some standard or achieve-
ment: Although we have got the vote, we women have a long
way to go before we get a positive square deal. 2. (of a stock of
provisions, money, etc.) be sufficient; last long: The more stu-
dents a school has, the more funds it receives. So what money
we get must go a long way. 3. notably assist in or promote
smth.: The regular maintenance of your installation can go a
long way towards reduced fuel bills. Cf: go some way— con-
tribute to or assist in smth.: The study goes some way to ex-
plaining why some people burn more calories than others.

Note: a) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase go back a long way—used of smth. that has been in ex-
istence for a long time: Wine making goes back a long way in
countries like Egypt, Greece and France.

b) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the phrase
go to great lengths— (also: go the extra mile) make an extra ef-
fort; try very hard to achieve a result: Personal appearance can
be very important to some people. So much so, that they will

go to great lengths to maintain a youthful look.

come about ® go about

come about—happen; occur: How did it come about that
the man was dismissed?

g0 about— (of news, disease, etc.) spread round a place: There
are whispers going about that something important is hap-
pening.

come across ® go across

come across—]1. pass from one side to the other: Was the
Channel rough when you came across? 2. (of messages, etc.) be
communicated and understood: The preacher spoke for a long
time but I'm afraid his meaning did not come across. 3. (co/l.)
provide money or information: “Did she admit it?” “Yes....
But she wouldn’t come across till dawn.” 4. be perceived as a
particular type of person: You come across as a reasonable kind
of guy to most people.

go across— = come across I: Planks were laid so that the vil-
lagers could go across the marshy area.

come across someone ® get across someone

come across someone —meet a person, usually by accident or
unexpectedly: I have never come across such an uncouth per-
son before.

get across someone— (coll.) incur smb.’s displeasure or disfa-
vor: Dr. James has got across several of his patients because of
his outspoken manner.

come across something ® come across with
something

come across something—find smth. unexpectedly or by
chance: Did you come across any old photographs of the fam-
ily?

come across with something — (coll.) provide money or infor-
mation: I think you ought to come across with the rest of the
story.

come after someone ® go after someone

come after someone—pursue or chase a person (in order to
attack, arrest, etc.): I heard the clicking noise from the street
getting closer. It sounded like they were coming after me.

go after someone—1. = come after someone: Half the guards
went after the escaped prisoners but they got away free. 2.
(coll.) make romantic advances: Antonio says Luis is the only
one he'd trust because Luis would never go after his girl.
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come along ® go along

come along—1. arrive: A bus came along and I waited in the
long line to board. 2. progress or improve: Her daughter had
a good marriage now, and the kids were coming along fine. 3.
(imper.) hurry up; make more effort: Now come along, or
we'll be late for the boat.

go along—1. move forward; proceed: When the wind is not
up kiting can be frustrating as you go along very slowly. 2. =
come along 2: We got settled and started Alice to school, and
everything was going along nicely. 3. (imper.) go away: “Then
go along and leave me,” she insisted, stopping short, “if I'm
all that.”

come along with something ® go along with
something

come along with something—accompany smth.; co-occur
with smth.: This sign comes along with other signs of preg-
nancy.

g0 along with something—agree with smth.: The whole deal
would be done in German marks, not dollars. I went along
with it.

come and go ® coming and going

come and go—1. arrivals and departures: It was a perpetual
come and go in this particular studio between four and six in
the afternoon. 2. (attrib.) imprecise or variable: There’s a scene
where they talk about the come and go nature of their jobs
and lives that’s emotionally vibrant.

coming and going— (also: comings and goings) 1. = come and
go I: That little boy was ... inured to the coming and going of
“nannies.” 2. busy activities: With all the coming and going,
things are always changing, nothing and nobody stays the same.

come apart ® go apart

come apart—1. fall into pieces; disintegrate: I swear I didn’t
drop the plate: it just came apart in my hands! 2. become de-
tached from smth.: All pages are intact, except for the outside
cover which has come apart from the binding. 3. separate; di-
verge: Kylie Minogue and Robbie Williams record “Kids” to-
gether. After that their roads come apart again. 4. (of @ plan,
scheme, etc.) prove deficient: When we were sitting at the mar-
ble-topped table my plans began to come apart.

g0 apart—1. = come apart 2: Middleton Hall has now gone
apart from the servant’s block, while other buildings and yards
survive. 2. = come apart 3: In the 16th century the forms pike
and peak appear to have gone apart in sense, pike being
confined more to a sharp piercing.

come around ® go around

come around— (also: come round) 1. pay a (short) visit: Well,
come around and see us once in a while when you get lone-
some. 2. take place; happen regularly: These questions come
around quite often; I get numerous mails on a regular basis
from people. 3. regain consciousness: I must have blacked out
again because when I came around this time, I found myself
outside. 4. agree to smth. in the end: Having a mind of her
own made Nina a challenge to live with ... but she finally
came around to see my point of view.

0 around— (also: go round) 1. be publicly noticed doing smth.:
You can’t go around saying nasty things like that about him
in public. 2. (of news, rumors, etc.) be passed on from person
to person: There was a weird story going around that James
had been virtually forced out of the house. 3. (of food, etc.) be
distributed to everybody: If there is not enough to go around
let the dictum “children first” be the guiding principle.

come around to something ® go around to
something
come around to something— (also: come round to something)
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1. visit a place near one’s home: The groundskeeper asked me
to come around to his place tomorrow night for a barbie. 2.
find time for smth.; deal with smth. (when more important
matters have been dealt with): I let him come around to telling
me on his own time what is going on.

g0 around to something— (also: go round to something) = come
around to something I: 1 found Greg still in bed the next morn-
ing when I went around to his place.

come at something ® go at something

come at something—1. reach or find smth.: Put the food
where the cat can’t come at it. 2. discover facts, causes, etc.:
Odur respect for their authority should not stand in the way of
an effort to come at the truth.

go at something—work hard at smth.: The students are really
going at their studies now that the examinations are near.

come away ® go away

come away—1. become detached from smth.: I pulled the
rotten wood and it came away without difficulty. 2. leave a
place or the company of others: We came away with the uneasy
feeling that all was not well with their marriage.

g0 away—1. = come away 2: His manner became so repellent
that visitors went away moralizing on the absurdity of nou-
veaux riches.... 2. (imper.) is used to rudely tell a person to be
off: I'm tired of your constant complaints; go away and leave
me in peace. 3. (of a newly-wed couple) leave the wedding
guests and go on one’s honeymoon: Mary bought a very smart

outfit to go away in.

come back ¢ go back

come back—1. return to a place: 'm going away and I may
never come back. 2. become fashionable again; be restored:
Some people would be glad to see corporal punishment come
back. 3. return to the memory: At first I could not remember
why everything seemed so familiar; then it all came back.

g0 back—1. = come back I: You should never go back, they
say, to the scene of your past romance. 2. (of troops) move
backwards; retreat: Our army had to go back a few miles when
the enemy won an advantage. 3. return to work after a strike:
I'll be glad when the post office workers go back, it’s very
difficult not getting any letters.

come back at someone ® come back to someone

come back at someone—reply to a person forcefully or an-
grily: She came back at the speaker with some sharp ques-
tions.

come back to someone—1. return to a person’s memory: It is
all coming back to me now. 2. reply to a person about smth.
after a period of time: Can I come back to you on that one
later?

come before someone ® go before someone

come before someone—1. be higher in rank or greater in im-
portance than another person: Members of the Royal Family
come before lords and ladies. 2. (of an issue, suggestion, etc.) be
presented (to an authoritative body) for consideration or
judgement: Each case that comes before the committee is
treated individually. 3. appear before a court of law, etc.: At
your arraignment you will come before the judge and be in-
formed of the charges against you.

g0 before someone—1. live and die earlier than smb.: No-
vember is the month of All Saints; a time when we especially
remember in our prayers those who have gone before us. 2. =
come before someone 2: This matter will go before a committee
later this month and will be debated and a decision made.

come between someone ® go bemeen someone
come between someone—1. interfere in the affairs of two other

come down

people: It is never wise to come between a man and his wife.
2. prevent a person from doing smth.: The true artist lets
nothing come between himself and his work.

go between someone—act as a messenger between two people:
She was given a bar of chocolate as her payment for going be-
tween her sister and her sister’s boyfriend.

come between something ® go between something

come between something—happen between two events: The
third race comes between the high jump and the throwing
competition.

go between something—1. = come between something: The
scene goes between the entrance of the murderer and the dis-
covery of the body. 2. fit or pass into a position between two
things: This picture goes nicely between the portraits of your
father and mother.

come by © go by

come by—pay an informal visit: Why don’t you come by
some afternoon and have coffee with me.

g0 by—1. (of time) pass: Less than a day on the job goes by
before the announcement comes that the workers are, once
again, on strike. 2. (of an opportunity, etc.) pass without being
taken: Often the chance goes by, or the trail followed proves
false. 3. (of a fault, etc.) be ignored: I know you were late again
this morning, but we'll let that go by.

come by something ® go by something

come by something—1. obtain smth. (that is hard to get):
Jobs were not so easy to come by when I was a boy. 2. happen
to get smth. by accident: How did you come by that scratch
on your cheek?

g0 by something—1. act according to smth.: If we go by in-
structions, we must leave now. 2. base one’s judgment on
smth.: You make a mistake if you go by appearances.

come down ° go down

come down—1. collapse; fall: Several trees came down in
last night’s storm. 2. (of @ plane) be destroyed: Three of the
enemy planes came down in the battle. 3. (of 2 plane) land:
The plane came down safely in spite of the mist. 4. (of prices)
be reduced: Prices are much more likely to go up than to come
down. 5. (of wind) subside: We had very nice sailing for two
hours then the wind came down and we had to start motor-
sailing. 6. be inherited: This ring has come down in my family
for two centuries. 7. become or be considered less valuable:
John really came down in my opinion after that. 8. (U.S. coll.)
happen; take place: When something like this comes down, I
have to stop and think things over.

go down—1. = come down I: The man slipped on the ice and
went down heavily. 2. (of the sun) set: As the sun went down
the whole sky became suffused with a red glow. 3. (of 2 vessel)
sink; drown: The ship struck a hidden reef and went down
with all hands. 4. = come down 4: It’s a strange thing, but
prices never go down. 5. = come down 5: If the wind doesn’t
go down before three oclock, we won't be able to take off
today. 6. be reduced in amount: If our stocks of food go down
much further, we shall have a hard winter. 7. suffer a decline
in quality or appearance: The neighborhood has gone down
since those rough people moved in. 8. be recorded: Everything
you say will go down in our records. 9. (of a speech, perform-
ance, etc.) be accepted; be received: How did your speech go
down? 10. fail; be defeated: One of my best students went
down in the examination! 11. (of food or medicine) be swal-
lowed: The medicine went down without any trouble at all.
12. = come down 8: Something strange is going down around
here.

See also: go below / go under.



come down in the last shower

come down in the last shower ® come out in the
wash

come down in the last shower — (Irish coll., usually negat.) be
naive and gullible: I'm sorry to disappoint you, if you expect
me to take your work seriously, but unfortunately for you I
didn’t come down in the last shower.

come out in the wash—1. (of the truth) be revealed or become
clear later: The impression is being created that everything
will come out in the wash within the inquiry and that people
will be found guilty or not guilty. 2. (of a situation) be resolved
or put right eventually, especially without intervention: “I
thought everything was going to be all right....” “Don’t worry,
old girl, it’ll all come out in the wash.”

come down on someone ® come down to someone

come down on someone—1. demand smth. firmly from a per-
son: Things looked good until the State came down on me for
sales tax. 2. reprimand or criticize a person severely: Many
people came down on me for publishing my book.

come down to someone—be passed on to smb.: This photo,
which came down to me from my uncle, shows Benjamin
Rollings outside his house.

See also: come up ro something / go up to something.

come down on someone like a ton of bricks ¢ hit
someone like a ton of bricks

come down on someone like a ton of bricks—(coll.) reprimand
or punish a person severely: If I find you misbehaving, I’ll
come down on you like a ton of bricks.

hit someone like a ton of bricks— (coll.) make a person feel
an unpleasant emotion very strongly: He said something that
sounded innocent to him, but it hit Debbie like a ton of
bricks.

come down to earth ¢ go to earth

come down to earth— (also: come back to earth) stop day-
dreaming; return to practical realities (especially unpleasant):
Now, Virgie, come down to earth and give me the low-down.
What’s happened to Mrs. Bedford’s diamonds?

go to earth— (also: go to ground) go into hiding; put oneself
out of sight: The policeman ... turned back to assist his col-
leagues in finding Barbury, so mysteriously gone to earth.

See also: drop from the skies / fall to the ground.

come down to something ® go down to something

come down to something—1. be reduced to its real meaning:
The whole matter comes down to a power struggle between
the trade union and the directors. 2. be reduced to a humble
position: He finally came down to selling matches on street
corners. 3. get down to smth.; examine smth.: When we come
down to details, the plan seems possible. 4. be reduced to a
lower level: I don’t think we will ever see prices come down to
where they were two or three years ago.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come down on something— criticize or attack smth.:
The critics came down much too hard on the performance.

go down to something—1. = come down to something 4: The
prices should go down to something more reasonable if they
expect people to buy. 2. extend in time or space; reach as far
as: This book is no use to me; it only goes down to the General
Election of 1951.

come down to the wire ® come under the wire

come down to the wire— (also: go down to the wire) continue
to the very last moment or the very end: The game came down
to the wire with the Eckerd defense stopping the Owls in the
final minutes.

come under the wire— (also: go under the wire) 1. be at the
finishing-line of a racecourse: He hardly ever came under the
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wire behind the other runners. 2. come at the last possible
moment: The law suits were filed on New Year’s Eve, thus
came under the wire as an event of 1941.

come down with something ® go down with
something

come down with something—1. provide money or informa-
tion: We need not worry. The firm will come down with the
money. 2. be taken ill with a disease: The good Deacon almost
feared he was about to come down with a fever.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come up with something— think of a plan, solution, an-
swer, etc.: How on earth did you come up with such a brilliant
idea?

go down with something— = come down with something 2:
Our holiday was fine until Jim went down with a bad cold.

come easy to someone ® go easy on someone

come easy to someone— (of skills, money, etc.) be mastered or
gained easily without much exertion: She has a natural talent
for learning, and it comes easy to her. Cf.: easy come, easy go—
used to say that smth. you get easily can be lost as easily: Several
recessions taught me that unless you are disciplined about sav-
ing, money is easy come, easy go.

g0 easy on someone— (coll.) be lenient with a person; not
treat smb. too harshly: Go easy on Ben: he’s only very young
and he tries hard.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be easy-going— be not easily annoyed or upset by other
people’s actions: Mrs. Harris wears the pants at home: Mr. Har-
ris is far too quiet and easy-going to argue with her.

come for someone ® go for someone

come for someone— (coll.) rush forward with the object of
attacking a person: As I opened the gate a great black dog
came for me.

go for someone—1. = come for someone: Our dog went for the
postman again this morning, he’ll get us into trouble. 2. (coll.)
approve of or support a person: Will the voters go for him
now, that’s the point? 3. be relevant to smb.; concern a person:
You must arrive on time or be dismissed — that goes for all
workers.

come for something ® go for something

come for something —arrive to collect smth.: You've come for
my money, haven’t you! No one can have it!

go for something—1. have a liking for smth.: I don’t_go for
horror films, and I can’t understand why anyone likes them.
2. be sold for a specified amount of money: The house went
for just over five thousand pounds. 3. attack smth. in words:
The newspapers have really gone for Tom’s new book in a big
way. 4. aim for smth.: The stakes are high, and the question
is whether Hindus intend to go for the big one or settle for
less.

come forward ® go forward

come forward—1. stand out: The great door was ornamented
with figures, some coming forward so that they looked real.
2. present oneself (with an offer to help): The police have
asked for witnesses of the accident to come forward. 3. (of an
issue) be raised for discussion: The matter was deferred at last
evening’s meeting, but will come forward at our next session.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come to the fore— (also: come to the front) become con-
spicuous or popular: Andrew Young came to the fore during
the Civil Rights marches of the 1960s.

g0 forward—1. improve; make progress: Work on the new
hospital is going forward at a satisfactory pace. 2. be presented
(to an authoritative body) for consideration or approval: Your



~79

name will go forward to the committee when they are consid-
ering the new appointments. 3. (of the clock or watch) be moved
to a later hour: Do the clock go forward in the spring?

See also: come out ahead | go ahead.

come forward with something ¢ go forward with
something

come forward with something—offer a plan, solution, answer,
etc.: I'll wait until he comes forward with some new propos-
als.

g0 forward with something— (also: go ahead with something)
proceed with smth.: The Committee decided to go forward

with its plans of social reform.

come free ® go free

come free—become unattached: After throwing the ropes
across the river to loop the boat and pulling on them, the boat
came free.

go free—be released from confinement or imprisonment:
The court has determined that she was not a willing partici-
pant and therefore may go free.

come from someone ® come of someone

come from someone—be descended from a person or family:
Harlow comes from a wealthy ranch-owning family.

come of someone—1. happen to a person: No one knows
where he has gone or what has come of him. 2. = come from
someone: He came of a rich family, but was left an orphan in
his early youth.

come from something ® come of something

come from something—]1. originate from a place: The African
Elephant is said to be smaller than the Asiatic: yet the largest
tusks come from Africa. 2. result from smth.: That’s what
comes from staying up late with little sleep when cramming
for an exam.

come of something—1. happen to smth.: John shudders as he
looks down upon what has come of his once great college. 2.
= come from something 2: That's what comes of sleeping late,
you have a headache all morning.

come hell or high water ® come through hell and
high water

come hell or high water—no matter what happens: We are
going to change the way government works. And we will do
it come hell or high water.

come through hell and high water— (also: go through hell and
high water) pass through difficulties or troubles: Our forefa-
thers came through hell and high water so that we could be
here today.

come home to roost ® go to roost

come home to roost—return by way of retribution: All our
mistakes sooner or later surely come home to roost.

g0 to roost— (coll.) retire to rest: He broke the silence by re-

marking, after a glance at the clock, “Time to go to roost.”

come in ® go in

come in—1. come to work in a house: The charwoman
“came in” for half a day on alternate days. 2. (of @ train, etc.)
arrive at its destination (according to schedule): When does
your train come in? 3. flow in: Don’t stay on the rocks too
long; the tide comes in a long way at this point. 4. arrive; be
received: News is just coming in of an air-crash over the At-
lantic. 5. join a business as a partner: My father started the
insurance firm, and I came in when I was 18. 6. become sea-
sonable or available: When do strawberries come in? 7. become
fashionable: I expect long skirts will come in again soon. 8.
take position in a competition: He led most of the way but

come into a fortune

suddenly lost his strength and came in last. 9. be elected; come
into power: The socialists came in at the last election. 10. be
received as income: He doesn’t work; but he has at least a
thousand a year coming in from investments. 11. (of @ discus-
sion, etc.) contribute a commentary: I should like to come in
here, as I happen to know the situation well. 12. happen; ap-
pear: This is where the mistakes usually come in.

go in—1. fit inside smth.: That space is too small, the book-
case won't go in. 2. (of the sun or moon) disappear behind
clouds: At this time of the year, when the sun goes in, it is
suddenly much colder. 3. arrive at one’s place of employment
(to start work): What time do you have to go in tomorrow? 4.
(of troops) start an attack: The soldiers were ordered to go in
and seize the enemy position. 5. (UK coll.) be understood
(also: sink in): 1 keep trying to understand how the system
works, but it doesnt seem to go in.

come in for something ¢ go in for something

come in for something—1. gain smth. after a person’s death:
Harry came in for a large share of his father’s fortune. 2. be
the object of praise, criticism, etc: The eldest sister always
came in for much of the blame.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come in on something— take part in some activity; share
in smth.: The lines of authority aren’t clearly drawn. The state
detectives usually come in on murders.

go in for something—1. have smth. as one’s chosen career or
pastime: I thought he only went in for music and tennis. 2.
(of a competition, etc.) enter as a contestant: I'd like to go in
for a more advanced examination if I can. 3. indulge in smth.:
Beauty salon hair dressers and cosmeticians expect women to

go in for fancier coiffures.

come in force ® come into force

come in force—come in great numbers: The men of Mnela
were coming in force to hail and escort their chief.

come into force— (of legal documents) become binding: When
does the new law come into force?

come in from the cold ® come in out of the rain

come in from the cold—change onc’s ways, practices, etc., so
as to be accepted by others: Unless the union moderated its
policies and came in from the cold, it would lose even more
members.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase be out in the cold— (also: be in the cold) be destitute or
abandoned: 1f you don’t save for your retirement, no one will
do it for you and you will be out in the cold when old age
hits.

come in out of the rain— (usually in the phrase “know enough
to come in out of the rain”) show common sense: “Don’t you
have the sense to come in out of the rain?” He pauses. “Ob-
viously, this isn’t the safest neighborhood to be working in.”

come in useful ® come into use

come in useful —prove helpful: Whittle’s experience of aer-
obatics came in useful, for he had to “land” the machine in
the water.

come into use—begin to be used: It is difficult to identify a
date when the terms “Whig” and “Tory” first came into use.

come into a fortune ® run out of fortune

come into a fortune—acquire a large sum of money (as an
inheritance): Mary came into a fortune of a quarter of a mil-
lion. She was an only child.

run out of fortune—run out of good luck: Fortune has a
way of evening out. Even the bold will run out of fortune
sooner or later.



come into contact with someone

come into contact with someone ® make contact
with someone

come into contact with someone—meet smb.; associate with
a person: [ feel uneasy when I come into contact with people
who have had a good education.

make contact with someone— (also: contact someone) get in
touch with a person: After about a month, I finally made con-
tact with him in Paris.

come into question ® go into the question

come into question—1. become an issue for further consid-
eration or discussion: His credibility has to come into question
if he is going to make statements like the above. 2. become of
practical importance: The succession of masters was too rapid
to allow a change of language to come into question among
the people.

go into the question—consider the question thoroughly and
in detail: A happy person has no time for philosophy. He will

not go into the question of good and bad.

come into someone’s head ¢ go to someone’s head

come into someone’s head— (of an idea, etc.) occur to a person;
come to mind (also: enter someone’s head): 1 write without any
sort of constraint or method, as things come into my head.

go to someone’s head—1. (of liguor) make smb. dizzy or
slightly drunk: The next four hours are spent sipping drinks
which go straight to Norma’s head. 2. (of success) excite a per-
son; make smb. conceited: Don’t let failure go to your heart
and don’t let success go to your head. 3. engross a person’s
whole attention: Unfortunately, he can’t spare you any time.
He’s very busy writing a book and it’s gone to his head.

See also: come to a head / come to mind.

come into the limelight ® come to light

come into the limelight—be in the center of attention: The
giant Himalayan humanoid came into the limelight in 1921
and has since been the subject of much controversy.

come to light—be revealed; become known: From the stones,
ice and meadows of Greenland the tragic story of the lost

Vikings has finally come to light.

come into the market ® go to market

come into the market— (also: come on the market) be offered
for sale: No more coals can come into the market than are
sufficient to meet the demand.

go to market—1. (also: go marketing) go shopping: She has
no debt — except to herself, since she uses her own money
when she goes to market. 2. = come into the market: It may
sound silly, but many new products go to market with at least
one fatal flaw. 3. (Austral., NZ sl.) lose one’s temper; complain
noisily: I have my instructions, so it’s no use going to market
on me.

come into the union ® go into the union

come into the union—1. (of American States) become incor-
porated into one confederation — the United States of Amer-
ica: In 1850 New Mexico came into the Union as a free soil
territory. 2. become a member of the trades-union: In five
days 19,000 new members came into the union, almost
swamping the union officers in their clamor to have themselves
enrolled.

go into the union—1. (UK hist.) go to live in a workhouse:
The magistrate advised her to go into the union ... which
would have separated her from her helpless son. 2. = come into
the union I: When the 1816 Constitution was written and In-
diana admitted, the Hoosier State went into the Union with-
out slavery. 3. = come into the union 2: People told me, “if you
go into the union, you'll sell out and won’t accomplish any-
thing.”
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come into the world ® go out into the world

come into the world—1. be born or created: The records
show that he came into the world in June of 1942. 2. (of a
book, etc.) come out: This little treatise came into the world
last year.

go out into the world—have more contact with people or
places: We need to get out of the arena of the sheltered life

and go out into the world.
come it ® go it

come it—(5.) 1. succeed in doing smth.; attain one’s purpose:
I meant to pay him last week but I couldn’t come it. 2. do
smth.; perform one’s part: I can come it pretty well — nobody
better, perhaps, in my own line. 3. perpetrate smth. illicit or
criminal: I told the prisoner if she came it any more, I certainly
would lock her up.

g0 it—(coll.) act more vigorous than is usual: She was really
going it today — she did more work than she did during the
whole of last week.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase go it alone— act independently: He quit working for
the company and decided to go it alone as a consultant, in-
stead.

b) Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
run it—(UK) used of a vessel which in time of war does not sail
with convoy: The only merchant-ship bound to England is so
well armed as to be able to run it.

come it over someone ® come over someone

come it over someone— (coll.) get the advantage of or impose
on a person (also: come it with someone): 1 can see through
your game, I see you want to come it over me with your hon-
eyed words.

come over someone — (of an intense emotion) overwhelm smb.;
affect a person excessively (also: overcome someone): A fit of
stubbornness came over him and he refused to have anything
further to do with the scheme.

come it Strol’lg ® come on Strong

come it strong — (also: go it strong) speak or act in a way which
is too extreme: The newspaper’s description of the accident
was coming it a lictle strong.

come on strong— (also: come out strong) 1. perform or contest
successfully: Cheevers has come on strong to maintain his rep-
utation as one of the best netminders in hockey.

2 = come it strong: Joe came on very strong last night about

the war in Indochina; most of us felt embarrassed.

come off * go off

come off—1. fall from smth. such as a bicycle, etc.: The horse
refused at the first fence, and that’s when I came off. 2. become
detached: When T lifted the jug up, the handle came off. 3.
(of an event) take place; succeed: My friend’s marriage didn’t
come off; his fiancée broke off the engagement.

g0 off—1. = come off 3: They dotted lit bars and tables
around the lot, and made sure the party went off without a
hitch. 2. fall asleep or faint: He didn’t seem to be able to go
off, so he went into the kitchen and made himself a cup of
tea. 3. explode; make a sudden noise: Just as the burglar
thought he was safely inside the house, the alarm went off. 4.
(of food) deteriorate; become unfit to eat: This milk was fresh
this morning, but it’s gone off. 5. (of gas, electricity, etc.) be-
come unavailable: Just as the weather turned cold, the elec-
tricity supply went off. 6. (of goods) sell: I found that the place

was one of no trade, and that my goods went off very slowly.

come off one’s perch ¢ fall off one’s perch

come off one’s perch— (coll.) adopt a less arrogant manner
(also: get off one’s perch): What you've first got to do is to come
off your perch —and listen to what we want.
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fall off one’s perch—(coll., dated) die: By the time I fall off
my perch, Britain may well be a republic.

come off something ¢ go off something

come off something—1. be no longer involved in smth.: “I
want you to come off that fraud case,” said the inspector. 2.
(of taxes, etc.) be exempt from: Under the agreement, the im-
port tariff comes off certain kinds of goods.

go off something—lose one’s liking for smth.: The children
seem to have gone off cornflakes for breakfast.

come on ® go on

come on—1. continue to advance: The soldiers came on in
the face of heavy fire. 2. follow a person later: The teacher
went by train to his new job, and the family came on by bus.
3. (of electric light) be turned on: Just as I entered the house,
all the lights came on. 4. appear on duty: The new man doesn’t
come on till midnight. 5. appear on the stage or sports field:
When Laurence Olivier came on for the first time, the audi-
ence applauded. 6. (of an illness, headache, etc.) set in; begin:
My throat’s dry and a bit sore; perhaps I've got a cold coming
on. 7. (Progressive Tense) make progress: How is it coming on,
and when will the first volume be ready? 8. is used to encour-
age a person to hurry or make more effort: Come on, Jane,
you can do better than that! 9. is used to express surprise or
disbelief: “I'm home all day working.” “Ah, come on. You
don’t look like you're working right now.” 10. (of a film, play,
etc.) be shown: There’s a very good play coming on next week.
11. (of @ lawsuit, etc.) be considered by a court: They have been
waiting for a long time for their case to come on.

go on—1. continue a journey, etc. (after interruption): The
police examined the cars and then allowed them to go on. 2.
travel ahead of others: The advance party has gone on to see
if the mountain is safe for the other climbers. 3. be able to fit
on smth.: If you fill the box too full, the lid won’t go on. 4. =
come on 3: The street lights go on when it gets dark, and go
off at midnight. 5. = come on 5: 1 was so nervous when I first
went on. 6. keep talking excessively about smth.: The teacher
went on and on about good behavior, as usual. 7. continue;
last: How long did the war go on? 8. take place; happen: The
governing council has admitted that it did not know all that
went on. 9. = come on 7: By the way, how is your new project
going on? 10. = come on 8: Go on! There isnt a moment to
lose! 11. = come on 9: Ah, go on. I don’t believe you. 12. (coll.)
behave improperly: Sad comfort whenever he returns, to hear
how your brother has gone on! 13. have a friendly relationship:
We all go on well with each other here. 14. (of time) pass, pro-

ceed: As time went on, the English court grew impatient.

come on the carpet ® step off the carpet

come on the carpet—be under consideration or discussion:
Hopefully tomorrow at the meeting that will probably come
on the carpet.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase be on the carpet—]. (Pilots) used of an aircraft at or
near ground level: 1 was right on the carpet and over a little ru-
ined village. 2. = come on the carpet: Only when a serious ques-
tion was on the carpet, did they drop their formalism. 3. be
summoned to receive a reprimand from smb. in authority: Desert
is on the carpet — not for apostasy, but for the song he’s made
about it.

step off the carpet— (rare) get married: Papa won Ves” hand

and they will step off the carpet next spring.

come on top of something ® get on top of
something

come on top of something—follow smth. (especially an un-
pleasant event): This embarrassment coming on top of a row

with Nicholas, was more than she could stand.

come out ahead

get on top of something—overcome difficulties, etc.; deal with
smth. successfully: He really felt he was getting on top of the

situation.

come out ® go out

come out—1. (of a tooth) fall out: My tooth has just come
out. 2. (of a stain, etc.) be removed: Do you think that dirty
mark will come out? 3. be freed (from a prison): It’s been a
long year, but he comes out next Friday. 4. emerge; become
visible: The sun came out as soon as the rain stopped. 5. be
uttered: I intended to make a joke, but my remark came out
as unintentionally rude. 6. become clear or known: I don’t
want the news of our wedding to come out yet. 7. be pub-
lished: When does Tom’s new book come out? 8. be seen as in
a photograph: I'm afraid our holiday photos didn’t come out.
9. reach a result; succeed: Let me know how the voting comes
out. 10. start a strike: He had the promises of 300 to come out
“in sympathy” when the time came for quitting work. 11. (of
a young girl) enter on social life: Is her eldest daughter coming
out this year? 12. be offered for public viewing: The famous
collection of rare old furniture is coming out next week. 13.
(of a performer) go on stage: When it came time to come out
for the third curtain call I said, “Bobby, I just can’t make it no
further.” 14. emerge (in a specified manner) from a contest,
examination, etc.: The President did not come out well in the
inquiry. 15. (of smb.’s traits of character) be revealed; show
clearly: At such testing times, only the good in him came out,
and none of the bad. 16. admit smth. openly, especially ac-
knowledge one’s homosexuality: Several I spoke to referred to
the difficulties they experienced in “coming out”— realizing
they were homosexuals.

go out—1. move to a distant country or place: Their young-
est son went out to Canada and made a fortune. 2. (of girls in
former times) leave home for employment (in the house of oth-
ers): When she was eighteen she went out as a nursemaid. 3.
attend social functions; go to parties, dances, etc.: She still
goes out a great deal, even at seventy-five. 4. (of invitations,
orders, etc.) be sent to several people: The wedding invitations
had all gone out, but Jane says she hasn’t received hers. 5. be
broadcast: The special program on the new Prime Minister
goes out tonight at 9 oclock. 6. (of a fire or light) become ex-
tinguished; stop burning: Have you a match? My cigarette
has gone out. 7. (of money) be spent: There’s more money
going out than coming in, and I'm worried about the business.
8. become obsolete; stop being popular or fashionable: Long
skirts went out after a short season of popularity. 9. (of « gov-
ernment) retire from power: If the government goes out at the
next election, who will lead the country? 10. (euph.) die: 1
hope that when I go out I shall leave a better world behind
me. 11. (of the sea) flow away from the shore: When the sea
goes out, the sand stretches for a long way. 12. = come out 10:
The Post Office workers went out before Christmas, now the
electricians are out.

come out against something ® come up against
something

come out against something—oppose smth.; declare one’s op-
position to smth.: Those who come out against unity are act-
ing against the interests of the country.

come up against something— (also: be up against something)
encounter a serious obstacle or problem: They came up against
a lot of opposition to their plans.

come out ahead ® go ahead

come out ahead—succeed or make a profit: The player can
be in the hole by any amount of money and still come out
ahead in the end.

go ahead—1. move in front: The advance party has gone
ahead to see if the mountain is safe for the other climbers. 2.



come out for something

start or continue with smth., especially after a period of un-
certainty or delay: Our expectation is that the elections will
go ahead. 3. is used to indicate that a person is welcome to do
smth.: “Would you mind if I used your phone?” “Sure, go
ahead.” Cf.: get the go-ahead — get permission to begin an activ-
ity: We are delighted to get the go-ahead for this project.

See also: come forward / go forward.

come out for something ® go out for something

come out for something—1. go on strike in order to gain
smth.: The Post Office workers have come out for more pay.
2. support smth.: The Government comes out for the decen-
tralization of the decision-making process.

go out for something—1. make a concentrated effort to obtain
or achieve smth.: Don’t trust that man. He just goes out for
anything he can get. 2. = come out for something I: We went
on strike for a noneconomic reason. If we went out for more
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come out on top ® come to the top

come out on top —overcome difficulties; be victorious (over
one’s competitors): Although there were a lot of applicants,
Henry was the one who came out on top.

come to the top—1. reach the top of a mountain, etc.: The
next little excitement was when we came to the top of the
Grand Diable. One has to rope down it. 2. become most im-
portant: Only the problem of traversing Kazakhstan prevented
the khanates from coming to the top of the imperial agenda.

come over ® go over

come over—1. come from a distance (to visit smb.): You
really must come over sometime and have dinner with us. 2.
(of aircraft) pass overhead: It’s terribly noisy living near the
airport with planes coming over all the time. 3. (of a speech,
plan, etc.) be received; succeed: How did his latest speech
come over? 4. change one’s opinion, political position, etc.:

pay they could permanently replace us right now.

come out in a rash ® come out in a rush

come out in a rash—(of a skin disease) become covered in
spots, pimples, etc.: We both came out in a rash that we as-
sumed was an allergic reaction to something.

come out in a rush— (of words, etc.) be articulated in a sudden
quick flow: Her thoughts came out in a rush, as if she hadn’t
been able to put them into words until now.

come out in something ® come out with something
come out in something— (of a skin disease) become covered
in spots, pimples, etc.: At the hospital she started to come out
in spots and they sent her home saying it was chicken pox.
come out with something—say or propose smth., such as an
idea, etc.: You have to rationalize the situation and come out
with a solution that is acceptable to all.

come out of someone’s ears ® go in one ear and out
the other

come out of someone’s ears— (sl.) have smth. in great or excess
quantity: I've been looking for some time before buying and
have read reviews till they come out of my ears.

go in one ear and out the other—said of smth. that is heard
but paid no attention to: His writing implied that the criticism
leveled would not simply go in one ear and out the other.

come out of something ¢ go out of something

come out of something—1. leave the place (where smth. has
been fixed): The screw was rusty and wouldnt come out of
the wall. 2. (of stains, etc.) disappear; be removed from smth.
(with cleaning): Do you think these ink-marks will come out
of my dress if I boil it?

go out of something—1. (of passion, tension, etc.) become less
marked in smth.; disappear from smth.: As time went by, the
fury went out of his parliamentary speeches. 2. be no longer
in fashion, business, etc.: As from next Wednesday the oil and
petrol pool, which has operated since the war, will go out of
business.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
run out of something— have no further supply of smth.: He
had several forced landings, the first when he ran out of fuel
over Syria.

See also: walk out of something | walk out on something.

come out of the blue ® get into a blue

come out of the blue—happen unexpectedly or without
warning: Nothing in my life ever came more “out of the blue”
than my marriage.

get into a blue—(Austral. sl.) get into an argument; start a
brawl: Are red-haired people more likely to get into a blue?

See also: get one’s blue / get the blues.

Don’t worry about the chairman, he’ll soon come over. 5.
(coll.) become (especially suddenly): I came over all dizzy just
for a moment, but I'm all right now. 6. (of sound) be heard on
radio or stage: Your voice comes over rather well.

go over—1. fall; turn over: Keep still or the boat will go
over! 2. = come over I: When are we going over to your mother’s
again? 3. = come over 2: Paratroopers went in and we had heard
planes going over. 4. = come over 3: How did John's talk to the
Women’s Institute go over?

come over something ® go over something

come over something—pass or move over smth.: It’s terribly
noisy living near the airport, with planes coming over the
house all the time.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase overcome something— prevail over smth.; surmount a
difficulty, obstacle, etc.: The want of belief is a defect that ought
to be concealed when it cannot be overcome.

g0 over something—1. = come over something: The crowd
cheered as the horse went safely over the last fence. 2. check
or examine smth. (to see that it is correct, etc.): You'll have to
go over the figures again; they don’t balance out. 3. clean or
repair smth.: The girl went over the room quickly with a
duster. 4. examine smth. thoroughly in order to find smth.:
The police went over her room three times but found nothing.
5. review or consider smth.: Let us go over the facts as we
know them. 6. exceed smth.; be more than smth.: Your spend-
ing should not go over your income.

come round ® go round

come round— (also: come around) 1. pay a short visit: Why
don’t you come round and see us one evening? 2. take place;
happen regularly: The Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Con-
ference comes round next month. 3. regain consciousness: The
girl fainted, but she came round when we threw drops of water
on her face. 4. agree to smth. in the end: After a day of our
haggling about the matter, Jane finally came round to my
point of view.

go round— (also: go around) 1. be publicly noticed doing
smth.: You can’t go round saying nasty things like that about
him in public. 2. (of news, rumors, etc.) be passed on from
person to person: Stories have been going round concerning
the government’s secret intentions. 3. (of food, etc.) be distrib-
uted to everybody: Money becomes tight and, maybe, the
loans available from the banks are insufficient to go round.

come round to something ¢ go round to something

come round to something— (also: come around to something)
1. visit a place near one’s home: Three guys in my class asked
if they could come round to my place to do homework. 2.
find time for smth.; deal with smth. (when more important
matters have been dealt with): When they had finally came
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round to telling him he had been “enlisted” ... he had been
at sea in the merchant service.

go round to something — (also: go around ro something) = come
round to something I: When I go round to her studio she wastes
no time in emphasizing her unwillingness to see journalists.

come short ® come shortly

come short—fail to meet the hopes or expectations: Even
those who come short in other ways may justly plead the valor
with which they have fought for their country.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase come short home— (arch.) return from an expedition,
etc., with loss of men; come to grief- They often came short
home, for the Germans had the better of them.

b) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the phrase
run short (of food supplies, etc.) become insufficient or inade-
quate: Staff were working long hours in unimaginable cir-
cumstances and some vital surgical supplies were running short.

come shortly—come or become available in a short time:
There are still a lot of questions that needs to be answered and
hopefully answers will come shortly.

come short of something ® go short of something
come short of something— (also: fall short of something) be in-
sufficient or inadequate to attain the results intended: The
box-office receipts came short of the manager’s expectations.
go short of something—deprive oneself of smth.; not have
enough of smth.: I dont want you to go short of money in
order to lend me what I need.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
run short of something— use up almost all of smth.: The hi-
jacked plane was allowed to land at Kandahar airport because
the plane was running short of fuel.

come someone’s way ® go someone’s way

come someone’s way—1. be met with or encountered: A cou-
ple of expressions have only come my way in the last month
or so. 2. present itself; become accessible to a person: If a
chance of traveling abroad came his way, he would be de-
lighted. 3. agree to smb.’s principles, course of action, etc.:
We are giving the Minister a rough ride so that he will come
our way and put matters right. 4. (of events, circumstances, etc.)
be favorable to a person: Don’t be a fool. Let’s push our luck,
now that things are coming our way.

go someone’s way—1. = come someone’s way 3: She will never
go my way — nor, I fear, shall I ever go hers. 2. = come some-
one’s way 4: If, as a child, things don’t go your way and you're
miserable, you can make the point by screaming.

come through © go through

come through—1. arrive or appear: Her exam results have
just come through and she is going to college in Watford. 2.
show plainly: This message came through clearly in a discus-
sion with the company’s managers. 3. be received (by radio,
etc.): A report came through by telephone that they thought
another body had been spotted. 4. live in spite of danger or
difficulty: He was wounded once by shrapnel, but otherwise
came through unharmed. 5. do what is needed or expected:
Lynda is the greatest and always comes through! What we call
a major project, she considers a piece of cake.

go through—1. (of a law, etc.) be passed or approved: The
Bill went through unopposed after attracting cross-party sup-
port and the blessing of the Government. 2. (of a business deal,
etc.) be completed: Specify what work on the property you
want to be undertaken before the sale has gone through.

come through something ® go through something
come through something—1. (of a sentiment, opinion, etc.) be
seen or felt in smth.: A feeling of sadness comes through his

come to a point

music. 2. recover (from a serious illness); survive smth.: Bill
came through his operation as cheerful as ever. 3. live through
an upsetting experience; endure smth.: People don't really ap-
preciate what he had to come through.

go through something—1. discuss smth. in detail; examine
smth.: Let’s go through the arguments presented here again.
2. examine papers, files, etc. in search of smth.: The police
went through the pockets of the suspected thief. 3. perform
smth.; take part in smth.: She made him go through both a
civil and religious wedding. 4. bring smth. to completion:
How long will it take to go through the program? 5. = come
through something 3: It was distressing for us to see what she

has to go through.
See also: gallop through something / run through something.

come through with something ¢ go through with
something

come through with something—provide money or informa-
tion: Good old Arthur came through with a check to cover
the last payment.

go through with something—accomplish smth.; continue
until it is completed: I will go through with my plan whatever
the opposition.

come to a bad end ® come to a dead end

come to a bad end—die or have a disaster in exceptionally
unpleasant circumstances: These traitors each came to a bad
end. As the Nazis said, they loved the betrayal but not the be-
trayer. Cf.: make a good end— die with courage, dignity, etc.:
You could say he made a good end. A shell-burst caught him
as he was ferrying wounded across the river.

come to a dead end —reach a point beyond which no progress
can be made: Our inquiry came to a dead end when we
learned that the woman had left the country.

come to a full stop ® come to a stop

come to a full stop—1. stop suddenly or unexpectedly: The
dog had a roll on the lawn before charging at her and coming
to a full stop ready to play. 2. be unable to proceed any further
with smth.: We have come to a full stop in our efforts to
achieve Utopia. 3. (of @ narrative, etc.) terminate or end
abruptly: The story thus comes unexpectedly to a full stop.

come to a stop —be no longer moving: The elevator came to
a stop on the main floor.

come to a head ® come to mind

come to a head—reach a crisis or a climax: The dispute must
come to a head soon; neither the union nor the owners will
tolerate these interminable delays.

come to mind—occur to a person; be recollected: There are
certain images that come to mind when people talk about
beauty queens.

See also: come into someone’s head / go to someone’s head.

come to a point ® come to the point

come to a point—]. terminate in a point: The deep green
leaves come to a point and appear after the flowers in early
spring. 2. reach a certain stage: When we come to a point
where we want to check the students” understanding, we put
up a multiple choice question. 3. (of 2 hunting dog) take up a
position with the head pointing in the direction of game: If
there is too much game ... the dog might flush before he can
come to a point.

come to the point—1. give the essential part of what one is
trying to say, ignoring what is irrelevant: Philip, I may as well
come straight to the point. I'm pregnant.... 2. = come to a
point 2: Science and technology had come to the point where
the parts fed upon each other continuously to enlarge the
whole. 3. (in the phrase “when it comes to the point”) when the



come to a pretty pass

moment for action or decision comes: When it comes to the
point they rarely effect any real reform.

come to a pretty pass ® come to pass

come to a pretty pass—reach a critical state or an unfortunate
condition: While he was away, things had come to a pretty
pass.

come to pass— (dated) happen; occur: No one knows for sure

how the accident came to pass.

come to grass ® go to grass

come to grass—(Mining) come up to the pit-head: Let us
now watch the men ascending from the mine after work. This
is what they call “coming to grass.”

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
come off the grass— (Austral. sl.) used as an expression of disbelief
or a plea to stop talking nonsense: Come off the grass, Mary. High
Court judges are not the Alpha and Omega of all wisdom.

go to grass—1. (of cattle) graze: The vaccination program for
dairy calves should be completed before they go to grass. 2.
(coll.) fall down; come to the ground: His legs got tangled
and he went to grass, losing the race. 3. (coll.) go on a holiday
or into retirement: A gentleman declared that he might go to
grass with his old canoe. 4. (dated) is used to rudely tell a per-
son to go away and stop being annoying (a/so: go to grass and
eat hay): She fell into a fit of anger, bidding him to “go to

grass with his invitations.”

come to hand * get out of hand

come to hand— (formal) come within notice: A much supe-
rior illustration of the subject came to hand in a pamphlet en-
titled “A Discourse on Language.”

get out of hand—become beyond control: The training of
police personnel needs a special attention, otherwise I am

afraid the situation will get out of hand.

come to it ® go to it

come to it— (also: come to this) reach a state, usually unpleas-
ant: “So John has got to start earning his living?” “We all have
to come to it,” he said with a smile.

go to it—(coll., often imper.) make a special effort; begin
working hard: After dinner we went to it again, carting paints
and easels about.

come to one’s senses ® regain one’s senses

come to one’s senses—1. regain consciousness; stop feeling
faint: It wasn’t until long afterwards that she began to come
to her senses. 2. start behaving sensibly: When will she come
to her senses and see that he is a totally unsuitable man to
marry?

regain one’s senses— = come to one’s senses I: She felt faint in
the hot room, but going out into the fresh air she quickly re-

gained her senses.

come to pieces ® go to pieces

come to pieces—1. break into pieces; disintegrate: Halfway
home the body of the car literally came to pieces. 2. come
apart so that smth. is in separate pieces: Does this machine
come to pieces?

go to pieces— (also: fall to pieces) 1. = come to pieces I: The
vessel is going to pieces, and it is full time for all who can, to
leave her. 2. collapse physically or morally; become hysterical:
At the news of her brother’s death she went completely to
pieces. 3. (of an organization, business, etc.) become weak; fail:
Since Mr. White handed over the management to his son, the

business has gone to pieces.

come to the front ® go to the front
come to the front—1. (also: come to the fore) become well
known or popular: He had come to the front as the Prince
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Charming of politics — young, handsome, and popular. 2. be
revealed; manifest itself: At such a time his true boastful self
would come to the front.

g0 to the front—take an advanced or forward position; take
the lead in a race, etc.: Sans Egal went to the front at once and
opened a lead of some six lengths.

come together ® go together

come together —1. gather or meet: The family must come to-
gether for the parents’ silver wedding. 2. be reconciled; settle
the differences: I'm so glad that you two have decided to come
together at last.

go rogether—1. (of things) match; suit each other: Do you
think this hat and coat go well together? 2. happen together:
Since music and dance usually go together, it’s worth knowing
what children learn in music. 3. keep each other company
(with a view to marriage): Jim and Mary had been going to-
gether for two years before they were married.

come under the name of ® go under the name of
come under the name of—be classified or categorized as: He
says there is no reason for de-facto or same-sex relationships
to come under the name of “marriage.”
g0 under the name of —be known by a specific name; use a
name different from one’s own: He went under the name of
Baker, to avoid discovery by the police.

come up ® go up

come up —1. (of plants) appear above the soil: I sowed some
beans three weeks ago, but they haven’t come up yet. 2. (of 2
question, etc.) arise; be mentioned: His name came up when-
ever the matter of nuclear energy was discussed. 3. (legal) be
considered (in a court of law): The paper announced the cases
that were to come up at the assizes the following day. 4. (of an
opportunizy, erc.) arise; occur: I'll let you know as soon as a
vacancy comes up. 5. rise in status, rank, etc.: That politician
has come up in my opinion since I heard his last speech.

g0 up—1. (of the curtain) rise: The lights went down and
the curtain went up. 2. be constructed: New universities went
up at a fantastic rate in the 1960s. 3. = come up 5: Jane has
gone up in my estimation since she did that. 4. move to the
next higher class at school: Did all the children go up at the
end of the year? 5. (of prices, etc.) rise; increase: Everything
seems to be going up these days: coal, groceries, rents. 6. be
shattered by explosion: The munition factory went up when
the bomb fell on it.

come up against a brick wall ® run one’s head into
a brick wall

come up against a brick wall—(also: come up against a blank
wall) encounter an insurmountable obstacle or difficulty: So
far, our efforts to stop the smuggling of protected species have
come up against a brick wall.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
have one’s back against the wall—(also: be up against the
wall) have run out of options; be pushed to the last extremity: 1
don’t give up easy and have had my back against the wall be-
fore. I don’t intend to give up without a battle.

run one’s head into a brick wall—(coll.) persist with smth.
without making any progress (also: run one’s head into a stone
wall): Trying to persuade him to change his plans is like run-
ning your head into a brick wall.

come up against someone ® run up against
someone

come up against someone — (also: go up against someone) chal-
lenge a competitor in a contest, election, etc: Although he
rode very well, he came up against an opponent who tactically

rode even better.
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run up against someone—1. meet a person, especially by ac-
cident: You can’t go anywhere in London without running up
against him. 2. = come up against someone: 1 also had the sense
that Tony would be a formidable adversary if you ran up
against him in court.

come up daisies ® push up daisies

come up daisies— (also: come up roses) turn out extremely
well, especially when things seemed to be going badly at first:
Once you've implemented an active job search, everything
will come up daisies.

push up daisies—(sl.) be dead and buried: We could argue
about the details of science and politics till we pushed up
daisies — and yet we would not come any closer to concilia-
tion.

come up for air ® go up in the air

come up for air—(U.S. sl.) take a break; have a rest: George
decides to revisit the place in order to “come up for air” and
remember what the good life used to be.

go up in the air—(coll.) become angry; lose one’s temper:
He is so irritable these days that he goes up in the air for no
reason at all.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase vanish into thin air— disappear completely from sight
or existence: Speed, confidence, shooting ability, all seemed to
have vanished into thin air.

come up roses ® come up smelling of roses

come up roses— (also: come up daisies) turn out extremely
well, especially when things seemed to be going badly at first:
Everything has come up roses with the film and all the naysay-
ers have been pretty much silenced.

come up smelling of roses— (UK, also: come out smelling of
roses) emerge from an unfavorable situation with one’s repu-
tation undamaged: She gets into trouble all the time, but gen-
erally seems to come up smelling of roses.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase take time to smell the roses— (also: stop and smell the
roses) slow down and relax; take time out and enjoy life: While
he described Williams as a “phenomenal woman,” he also calls
her a “workaholic.” “She just doesn’t take time to smell the
roses,” he said.

See also: roses, roses all the way / roses round the door.

come up to something ® go up to something

come up to something—1. reach as high as smth.: So, if you're
driving through water and it comes up to your grille, it’s get-
ting to the stage where you may stall. 2. equal smth. in stan-
dard: The meals cooked in most restaurants do not come up
to those prepared at home. 3. (Progressive Tense) approach
smth. in time: It is coming up to November which means Ash
is about to head down the aisle and get married.

go up to something—1. = come up to something I: If the water
goes up to your neck, you're even much more slow, so the
deeper the water, the heavier you are. 2. go to an important
place: Women and children go up to town carrying buckets
with fruit and river snails. 3. (UK) be allowed to move to the
next higher class: You have to pass your end of year exam to
go up to the next grade. 4. reach as far as smth.: The second
chapter goes up to the end of the Great War; the third chapter
discusses the ideological conflicts.

See also: come down to something / go down to something.

comic actor ® comical actor
comic actor—an actor who plays in comedies; a singer of
comic songs: He has no idea who will replace Ritter but said
it should be “a comic actor who is as beloved as John was.”
comical actor—mirth-provoking, funny actor: I did really

community center

like all of the actors in the film, especially Ben Stiller, who
appears to be solidifying his mark as a great comical actor.

comings and goings ® entrances and exits

comings and goings— (also: coming and going) 1. arrivals and
departures: Fanny lived her own life, never commenting on
her husband’s whirlwind comings and goings. 2. busy activi-
ties: Along with all the comings and goings of the holidays we
had plenty of time to just hang out and enjoy each other’s
company.

entrances and exits— (of actors) coming upon and leaving the
stage: We are up on stage behind the scenes with the actors
watching them make their entrances and exits.

comment on a match ® commentate on a match
comment on a match—make comments or give an opinion
on a sports contest: I can’t justifiably comment on a match I
did not watch.
commentate on @ match—act as a sports commentator run-
ning live commentary: I don’t associate women with football,
so hearing one commentate on a match is odd.

common knowledge ® general knowledge
common knowledge —said of smth. generally known to most
people: It is common knowledge to most trout-fishers that
the May Fly has decreased over many parts of the country.
general knowledge—basic understanding of a subject or a
variety of subjects: Many of them do not have familiarity with
poetry, not to mention the general knowledge and cultural

literacy.

common man ® common woman

common man—1. an ordinary man, not distinguished by
rank or position: Mr. Brooks is a common man. He is not a
hero, he is not always fighting against dangerous criminals....
2. said of ordinary people (both men and women) in general:
The common man is portrayed as the helpless victim of op-
portunistic politicians.

common woman—1. an ordinary woman, not distinguished
by rank or position: Rosa Parks was a common woman who
had a huge effect on U.S. civil rights movements. 2. (exph.,
dated) a prostitute: She was a common woman when he met
her, and had since become the most drunken creature it was
possible to meet with.

common property ® community property

common property—property owned by a group of tenants in
a condominium; property which everyone has the right to
use: The bicycles were common property and anyone in the
apartment complex could use them.

community property—property belonging jointly to a mar-
ried couple: The couple decided to divide some of their com-
munity property and give it to their children before they left

to do volunteer work overseas.

common sense ® commonsense

common sense—natural intelligence possessed by all people:
Most people think they have enough common sense to deal
with anything that might come their way.

commonsense— (attrib.) said of smth. demonstrating com-
mon sense: My commonsense idea is to have a safety net that
protects the neediest in our society.

community center ® community home

community center—a place providing social, recreational,
and educational facilities for a neighborhood: A village hall
provides a community center for concerts, dances and other
events.

community home—(UK euph.) a center for housing young



compete against someone

offenders: The prison became approved school. This is now a
dirty word — two dirty words — so it’s community home these
days.

compete against someone ® compete with someone

compete against someone—enter into a contest with smb.:
The male riders are determined not to let the so-called jock-
ettes compete against them.

compete with someone—1. = compete against someone: We are
going to play and compete with them and, hopefully, we’ll
come out a winner. 2. endeavor to hold an equal place with a
person: These stores compete with shopkeepers, and induce

them to lower their prices.

comport oneself with something ® comport with
something

comport oneself with something—behave in the way men-
tioned: With the help of a few drinks, the Consul comports
himself with astounding aplomb.

comport with something —go well with smth.; be in harmony
with smth.: Working for people in need comports with his
beliefs and desire to help people.

comprehensible policy ® comprehensive policy

comprehensible policy—an intelligible policy, capable of
being understood: The lack of an explicit and comprehensible
policy leaves us with many unanswered questions.

comprehensive policy—1. a policy covering numerous polit-
ical issues: A comprehensive policy must cover a broad range
of policy areas, include trade policy, agricultural policy, and
so on. 2. an insurance policy that provides coverage in several
areas: The comprehensive policy covers accidental loss or dam-
age to the insured vehicle as well as third party liability.

concentrate at something ® concentrate on
something

concentrate at something — (of troops) gather in force at a cer-
tain place: Most of our forces have concentrated at the bridge.

concentrate on something—1. (of troops) gather in force on a
certain place: The Sardinian troops concentrated on the
heights. 2. give one’s full attention and thought to smth.: We
must concentrate on finding ways to reduce costs.

concern oneself about something ¢ concern oneself
with something

concern oneself about something—care about what happens
to smth.; worry about smth.: The public did not concern itself
about the poem, or the poem-maker.

concern oneself with something—be actively involved with
smth.; engage in smth.: I'd dearly love to see more women

concerning themselves with such vital issues.

concerned about something ¢ concerned with
something

concerned about something— (also: concerned at something)
caring about what happens to smth.; worrying about smth.:
The United Kingdom is deeply concerned about its “brain
drain.”

concerned with something—1. actively involved with smth.;
engaged in smth.: The organization was chiefly concerned
with educating Jewish immigrants. 2. having to do with smth.;
related to smth.: His work is concerned with the preparation
of documents for export.

consequent result ® consequential result

consequent result—a result brought about by some action or
condition: Large numbers of wagons had to be employed in
transporting war materials with the consequent result that very
few wagons were left for private use.
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consequential result—a result which is of considerable im-
portance: Patt examines the assessment of an unlikely yet
highly consequential result of climate change — the rapid col-
lapse of the Antarctic Ice Sheet.

consideration for something ® consideration of
something

consideration for something —compassion or regard for smth.:
Judge Block will have to decide whether Casso deserves special
consideration for his years of cooperation [with the police].

consideration of something—giving thought to smth.; dis-
cussion or examination of smth.: Now I would like to add
something to our previous consideration of the problem.

consist in something ® consist of something

consist in something—have smth. as its main part: The
beauty of this picture consists in its balance of colors.

consist of something—be made up of smth.; comprise smth.:

The remainder of the island consists largely of swamps.

consult someone ¢ consult with someone

consult someone—go to a person for information, advice, or
opinion: I should certainly have liked to consult our great
modern art-critic before making so daring a statement.

consult with someone—hold a consultation with a person;
take counsel together: For the next few weeks, I consulted
with a number of specialists and did extensive research on my
own.

contact someone direct ® contact someone directly
contact someone direct—get in touch with a person without
an intermediary: My guess is that they would have contacted
him direct but his email address is not on his profile.
contact someone directly—make contact with a person at
once: If any problems were to arise before the date of this ap-
pointment you should contact the doctor directly.

contemptuous of something ® in contempt of
something

contemptuous of something—showing contempt or scorn for
smth.: There is plenty of evidence that the current government
is completely contemptuous of public opinion.

in contempt of something—showing disregard or disrespect
for smth.: The way in which Mr. Abrahams made his donations
were in contempt of the rules covering political donations.

content of a book ® contents of a book

content of a book —subject matter and the ideas of a book as
opposed to its style: Do you approve of the content of this
book?

contents of a book —that which is contained in a book; every-
thing that it says: He knew by heart the contents of the book.

convert something into something ¢ convert
something to something

convert something into something—transform smth. from one
form or state into another, so as to perform a different func-
tion: The trunk is often converted into canoes.

convert something to something—apply smth. to another use
without changing the thing: During the Civil War, the ship

was seized by Union forces, who converted it to a gunboat.

cook one’s goose © kill the goose that lays the
golden eggs

cook one’s goose—ruin one’s future chances or reputation:
Sarah cooked her goose when she caused the defeat of a safe
Republican seat in New York, one we held for more than 150
years.
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kill the goose that lays the golden eggs— destroy a source of
one’s wealth: In their quest to squeeze out every last penny
from the fans, they will kill the goose that lays the golden
cggs.

cool card ® cooling card

cool card—(coll.) a person who is impudent in a calm way:
That man is a cool card; he’ll borrow £5 from you and then
ask you to stand him a drink.

cooling card— (dated) smth. that cools one’s enthusiasm: It
would prove a cooling card to many, whose zeal otherwise
would transport them.

cool it  play it cool

cool it—(coll., imper.) stop being angry; calm down: “Cool
it, will you Arthur!” demanded Ford. Arthur would not be
deterred.

play it cool—deliberately behave in a relaxed and unemo-
tional way: John dived for cover, but the cameraman played
it cool, pausing to switch on the camera...

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
keep one’s cool—retain one’s composure and poise: Mal kept his
cool when Badger admitted there was a problem with the
cargo.

Copper Nose ® Old Copper Nose

Copper Nose— (hist.) the name given to Oliver Cromwell,
lord protector of England (1599-1658): Oliver Cromwell has
a number of “nosey” nicknames —“Copper Nose,” “Ruby
Nose” and “Nosey.”

Note: The nickname is apparently related to the expression
copper nose—a red nose caused by the disease “Acne rosacea” or
by drunkenness: He was a short, brawny old gentleman, with
a double chin, a mastiff mouth, and a broad copper nose.

Old Copper Nose— (hist., also: Copper-nose Harry) the name
given to Henry VIII, king of England (1491-1547): These sil-
ver issues [of coins] were heavily debased, and as a result the
king was referred to as “Old Copper Nose,” because the king’s

nose turned copper-colored when the coin began to wear.

copy boy ® copy man

copy boy—a newspaper employee who runs errands and car-
ries copy to and from the various departments: Ronnie, a
young, eager copy-boy, bustled in with a handful of news
slips.

Pz)‘opy man—a copywriter; a person who makes copies: Find
A3 papers and copy the whole thing at the copy-service (don’t
forget the bottle of whisky for the copy-man).

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the com-
pound copy-cat—a person who copies the words or behavior of
another: She realizes that this killer is a copycat who is mod-
eling all his killings after famous killers of the past.

cork something down  cork something up

cork something down—1. fasten smth. tightly with a cork:
That medicine ought to be corked down closely after use. 2.
(of feelings, reactions, etc.) suppress: He fought his anger at
them, corked it down deep within him, and maintained a
calm expression.

cork something up—1. = cork something down I: It's dangerous
to cork up these bottles while the wine is still fermenting, you
know. 2. = cork something down 2: 1t’s very bad for you to cork
your emotions up like that: youd feel much better if you could
“let yourself go.”

Corncracker State, the ® Cracker State, the

Corncracker State, the—(U.S.) a nickname of the state of
Kentucky: The father was a farmer who came into the Corn-
cracker state from Pennsylvania, where he was born.

count one’s chickens

Cracker State, the—(U.S.) a nickname of the state of Geor-
gia: The two hundred slaves of the family followed Colmesnil,
who spent the remainder of his life in the Cracker state.

corpse-man ® corpsman

corpse-man—a dead man; a zombie: Davy Jones ... is really
mesmerizing evil with his infamous ship, the Flying Dutch-
man, and his soulless crew of corpse men.

corpsman—(U.S. Army) an enlisted person with training in
giving first aid: The cry “corpsman up!” rings across a bat-
tlefield, sending a crouching figure with a medical bag dash-

ing...

correct copy ® fair copy

correct copy— (also: true copy) a proofread copy: I hereby
certify that this copy is a correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

fair copy —the final form of a letter or document: After hav-
ing re-read it and made certain alterations and erasures, she

wrote out a fair copy.

cost of life ® cost of living

cost of life—the loss of human lives in wars, accidents, etc.:
The war eventually ended in victory but not before a great
cost of life was exacted from both peoples.

cost of living—the general expenses of rent, food, clothes,
etc: The jobless are often young, employment is insecure, and
the cost of living has risen steeply.

cost someone a fortune ® cost someone dear

cost someone a fortune—cost a person a large sum of money:
See, Janet, this huge yellow rose wreath here from Mrs. Pet-
tigrew. It must have cost her a fortune.

cost someone dear—seriously affect smb.’s health, prestige,
etc. (with the implication that the person is himself responsible):
Politically, this absent-mindedness was to cost him dear.

cotton cloth ® cottony cloth

cotton cloth—cloth made of cotton: If you like to use gloves
then use special anti-tarnish or cotton cloth gloves which con-
tain no ingredients to tarnish silver.

cottony cloth—cloth looking or feeling like cotton (soft,
downy, and white): You can use any type of towel, but to ob-
tain the best drying effect, try to pick a cottony cloth.

cotton on to someone ® cotton up to someone
cotton on to someone —(coll., also: cotton to someone) become
attached to smb.; come to like a person: I suppose the fact of
the matter was that she didn’t cotton on to me.
cotton up to someone— (coll.) try to start a friendship with a
person: I saw you cottoning up to the new student; was he
friendly?

cotton on to something ® cotton to something

cotton on to something—understand or realize smth.: Re-
member this fact, you will probably cotton on to how impor-
tant it is very quickly.

cotton to something—1. be attracted to smth.; accept smth.:
In just the last few years, several major retailers have cottoned
to this strategy. 2. = cotton on to something: Jane quickly cottons
to the fact that something paranormally wrong is going on.

count one’s chickens ® count sheep

count one’s chickens —anticipate some benefit, with the im-
plication that it may not materialize (in allusion to the proverb
“don’t count your chickens before they are hatched”): He had been
counting his chickens and borrowing money on the strength
of his expectations as his uncle’s sole heir.

count sheep —try to fall asleep by counting imaginary sheep



count someone off

jumping over a stile one by one: Did you know that if you
count sheep, it is watching the sheep jump that sends you off?

count someone off ® count someone out

count someone off —count or enumerate people: At the be-
ginning of each class, I count off the students to see if the
number present agrees with the attendance lists.

count someone out—1. count people as they leave: The sec-
retary counted the members out as they passed his desk. 2.
not to include a person: If you are going for a walk in the
rain, you can count me out. Cf.: count someone in— add or in-
clude a person into one’s plans, etc.: Count me in for the party,
and my husband will be coming along! 3. prevent smb. from
being elected by counting the votes incorrectly: He wasn't
voted out, he was counted out.

count the cost ® count the pennies

count the cost—estimate the advantages and disadvantages
of an undertaking: Riding out, they didnt count the cost;
they had one end in view — to serve their king.

count the pennies— (also: count pennies) calculate costs care-
fully; be economical: That [dinner] was very expensive too. I
wasn't in the mood to count the pennies.

country house ® town house

country house— (also: country-seat) a mansion in the country;
the residence of a country nobleman: The floor was carpeted
and the impression was one of a small library in a rather run-
down country house.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase house in the country— a house situated in the country-
side: They decided to take their savings and buy a house in
the country so they could have a small garden.

town house— (also: terraced house) one of a row of usually
similar houses sharing side walls: Many of us have made the
life changing decision to live in Cyprus — in a town house or
in one of the studio apartments.

couple of something ¢ pair of something

couple of something—1. is used of a small approximate num-
ber of smth.: Sometimes he would go to one of the call-houses
and spend a couple of hours with one of the women. 2. is
used to indicate two items that do not belong together as a
set: They had ensconced themselves comfortably in a couple
of chairs in the billiard room.

pair of something —is usually applied to items that occur in
groups of two: The constable took out a pair of bicycle clips,
which he adjusted round his ankles.

court shoes (UK) ¢ court shoes (U.S.)

court shoes (UK)—women’s shoes with a heel, used as a com-
ponent of formal wear at evening parties, etc.: The Countess
of Wessex, wearing unusual Tyrolean-style headwear, wobbled
visibly too in her court shoes.

court shoes (U.S.)—athletic shoes used for sports played on
an indoor court: My father is an avid tennis player who has
worn his court shoes to death.

cover for someone ® cover up for someone

cover for someone—1. carry out the duties of a fellow em-
ployee, absent through sickness, etc.: You'll need to apply for
the sabbatical and train those who will cover for you while
you're gone. 2. conceal smb.’s wrongdoing; provide an excuse
for a person: She said that Zaikas had covered for Isaac, who
was a party to the state-hospital scandal.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase get someone covered— provide a person with medical in-
surance: Since he has never had an injury history it was pretty

easy to get him covered.
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cover up for someone— = cover for someone 2: 1 shall really
have to teach Neil how to lie effectively if I'm going to expect

him to cover up for me.

cover ground ® cover the field

cover ground—1. (also: cover the ground) deal with an assign-
ment, etc. (especially efficiently or rapidly): If you want to
cover ground fast, pool your resources. 2. (of @ book, etc.) treat
a subject: The book could have been greater in scope had the
author shown the ambition to cover ground rarely covered in
military history.

cover the field— (also: cover the territory) be comprehensive:
The strength of Lister’s book is that it really covers the field,
from methodology to practical examples.

cover letter ® letter under cover

cover letter— (also: covering letter) a letter sent with an en-
closure to provide additional information: It’s always impor-
tant to match your qualifications to the job in the cover let-
ter.

letter under cover — (dated or formal) a letter in an envelope:
Seeing my name in the newspapers, he had sent a letter under
cover to the Admiral, expressing his desire to see me.

cover note ® covering note

cover note—(UK) a temporary certificate of insurance (be-
tween the acceptance and issue of a policy): The insurance
expired four days ago, and since I was away there isn't even a
cover note.

covering note— (also: covering letter) a letter sent with an en-
closure to provide additional information: This fact should
be made clear in the covering note that goes with the sample.

cover the ground ® cover the territory

cover the ground—1. (also: cover ground) deal with an assign-
ment, etc. (especially efficiently or rapidly): His supporters
just couldn’t cover the ground fast enough to capitalize on the
sudden shift in public sentiment. 2. (of @ book, etc.) treat a
subject: The author’s statements, as to testing the cement be-
fore it was accepted, are very instructive and seem to cover the
ground most thoroughly.

cover the territory— (also: cover the field) be comprehensive:
The book really covers the territory in terms of outlining the
medical treatment options, their pluses and minuses.

cow in milk ¢ milch cow

cow in milk—a cow yielding milk: Their goal now is to de-
crease the number of cows in milk and maintain production
and profit where it is.

milch cow—1. = cow in milk: The farm needs the replace-
ment of milch cows as the original stocks have become less
productive. 2. a person who is easily tricked out of his money;
a source of easy income: The industry is a milch cow for state
and national political campaigns.

cow man ® cowboy

cow man—a man who raises or tends cattle: In Florida he
was a “cow hunter” (later also called a “cow puncher”), and
the stockowner or dealer was a “cow man” or “cattleman.”

cowboy—1. a man hired to round up and tend cattle, espe-
cially in the western United States: Cowboys traditionally
work on horseback, but now also use motor vehicles. 2. a man
who performs in shows such as rodeos: Visit this site for a
two-minute clip of the Blanco County Rodeo; hear how a real
cowboy describes the experience of riding a bull.

crack a bottle © hit the bottle
crack a bottle— (coll.) have a drink, especially to celebrate a
special occasion: That’s wonderful news! I can’t think of any

better reason for cracking a bottle.
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hit the bottle—(coll.) drink too much habitually or over a
period of time: She seemed all right for a while but I'm afraid

she’s hitting the bottle again.

crack-brain ® crackhead

crack-brain— (coll.) a stupid person; a fool: Sometimes you
are quite a crackbrain yourself.

crackhead— (sl.) a user of “crack”— crystalline, smokable co-
caine: They brought an eight-year-old crackhead in for treat-
ment.

crash about ¢ crash about someone’s ears

crash about—move about in a clumsy, noisy manner: Now,
I don’t want any of you children crashing about upstairs while
your father’s asleep.

crash about someone’s ears— (of one’s dreams, ambitions, etc.)
fail suddenly; collapse disastrously: All our plans crashed about
our ears when the government changed the tax laws.

crash barrier ® crush barrier

crash barrier—a barrier erected along the side of a road or
between the two halves of a motorway to prevent accidents:
The lorry hit the crash barrier and overturned.

crush barrier—a (temporary) barrier for restraining a crowd:
It was the day of the Ibrox Park disaster when 66 fans died
leaving the ground when a crush barrier collapsed.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase crush bar—a place in a theater for audiences to buy
drinks in the intervals: In the second interval he made his way
to the crush bar.

crash into something ® crush into something

crash into something —hit smth. with force, usually acciden-
tally: Emergency services examine the scene where a car
crashed into a power pole, killing the driver.

crush into something—1. press into smth. so that there is
breaking or injury: Many passengers were injured in the crash
which left the front three carriages crushed into the rear of the
train. 2. enter a building or enclosed space in a tightly packed
mass: People crushed into the stadium whether they had tick-
ets or not.

crazy as a loon © crazy like a fox

crazy as a loon—(coll.) very silly; insane: If you think you
can get away with that, you're as crazy as a loon.

crazgy like a fox— (coll.) very sly, cunning, or shrewd: Don’t
let him fool you. He’s crazy like a fox.

credit someone for something ® credit someone
with something

credit someone for something—1. appreciate a person for some
good quality: Even if you don’t agree with the member’s opin-
ion, you must credit him for his loyalty. 2. pay tribute to a
person responsible for an achievement: Thompson credited
him [Sullivan] for developing an essentially new theory in psy-
chiatry.

credit someone with something—1. regard a person as having
some usually good quality: Both parties credited him with
too much idealism and too little plain horse-sense. 2. ascribe
an achievement to a person: Families credited Dean with sav-
ing their family farms and livestock from illegal pollution.

cross a check ¢ cross-check

cross a check—draw lines across a check so that it can only
be paid into a bank account: I didn’t cross the check as I un-
derstand that nowadays a check can only be cashed by the
person who is written on the check.

cross-check —test if a calculation, process, etc. is accurate by
doing it a different way: We also cross-checked the results

crow’s feet

gained with these measures by using secondary sources of in-
formation.

cross over Jordan ® cross the Rubicon

cross over Jordan— (also: cross over to the other side) die; pass
away: Following a stroke which left her comatose, she crossed
over Jordan on February 3,1972, and is buried at Laurel Land
Cemetery.

cross the Rubicon —take an irrevocable step; make a fateful
and final decision: Now is the time for Koizumi to cross the
Rubicon and take decisive action to implement the radical
structural reforms.

cross something off ® cross something out

cross something off —take an item off a list; disregard such
an item: They crossed off ice cream from the grocery list. It’s
just too cold for ice cream.

cross something out—cancel an item on a list, etc. by drawing
a line through it: He wrote in pencil, and then crossed the
words out with thick, dark lines that nearly tore the page.

cross the finish line ® cross the line

cross the finish line—1. cross the line which marks the end
of a race: Williams had been declared the winner, both for
crossing the finish line first and on a corrected time basis. 2.
complete a task: By the year 2015 we can cross the finish line
and know that all children with visual impairment have at-
tained the right to education.

cross the line—1. = cross the finish line I: Catherine Coey was
the first woman to cross the line in a time of 45 min. 57 sec.
2. overstep the limits of decency, respectability, etc.: It is only
when women cross the line drawn by patriarchy that real pos-
sibilities begin to emerge.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase get one’s lines crossed— (also: get one’s wires crossed)
misunderstand or be confused about smth.: 1 thought I actually
got my lines crossed, and might have misread the bus schedule,
and sent my child out to the bus stop too early.

cross the T © cross the t’s

cross the T—(Navy) cross ahead of enemy ship’s line of ad-
vance approximately at right angles, thus securing tactical ad-
vantages: This maneuver, known as “crossing the T,” has been
the dream of all admirals.

cross the ts—1. (also: stroke the ts) draw the horizontal line
across the upright of the letter “t”: There was something fa-
miliar about the handwriting. The way the writer crossed the
s too high. 2. (in the phrase “dot the i’s and cross the t5”) be
very thorough; meticulously stick to accepted routine: They
had been careful to engage the accounting firm and had really
crossed the t’s and dotted the i’s. Cf.: dot the last i and cross the
last t— carefully finish a project: Most of you are not quite ready
to dot the last “i” and cross the last “t” of your thesis.

Crow eater ® eat crow

crow eater—(Austral. sl.) a person from South Australia:
The team includes a couple of flashy Moroccans, Brits of all
persuasions and, of course, an Aussie crow-eater from Ade-
laide.

eat crow—be forced to admit that one was wrong: Archives
are dangerous things. I've had to eat crow a few times myself,
especially when I changed my mind on a hard-fought issue.

crow’s feet ® crowfoots

crow’s feet—wrinkles produced by age, spreading out from
the corners of the eyes: Notable crow’s feet had come about
the corners of her nose, mouth and eyes.

crowfoors—wild plants with yellow flowers: These three
Crowfoots are confounded by persons ignorant of Botany



cry all the way to the bank

under the names of Butter-flowers, Butter-cups and Gold-
cups.

cry all the way to the bank ¢ laugh all the way to
the bank

cry all the way to the bank— (ironic) make a lot of money,
especially undeservedly: When the reviews are bad I tell my
staff that they can join me as I cry all the way to the bank.

laugh all the way to the bank— = cry all the way to the bank:
Naturally, they bought property around them; and laughed
all the way to the bank.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be laughing— (UK coll.) be in a fortunate position; be
able to successfully control a situation: If the gas bill is as low as
the electricity bill, we're laughing.

cry for something ¢ cry out for something

cry for something—1. weep in order to get food, attention,
etc.: While the rescuers were still clearing the debris, the child
was crying for water. 2. need smth. very much: It’s a reversal
from problems felt earlier this summer when the region was
crying for rain amid a drought.

cry out for something— = cry for something 2: Over decades,
Jackie has been one of the women crying out for support in
stopping the violence.

curse at someone ® curse someone

curse at someone—swear at a person; cast angry words at
smb.: I don’t curse at other drivers in my infinite need to get
anywhere as quickly as possible.

curse someone —1. damn a person for doing smth.: She would
scream his name over and over, alternately pleading for help
and cursing him for not providing it. 2. invoke evil upon a
person: The baker and his wife have been cursed by the witch
who lives next door — they are never able to have children!

curtain raiser ® raise the curtain

curtain raiser—1. a short play performed before a main play:
On the first night performance of “The Alcade,” she played
in a curtain- raiser “Bertram.” 2. said of any preliminary event
or activity: This match was a curtain-raiser to the Wills Open
Tournament.

raise the curtain— (also: lift the curtain) make smth. known;
expose smth.: Freedom of information helps raise the curtain
on government. You have a right to know what government
organizations are doing.

cut above someone, a ® head and shoulders above
someone

cut above someone, a— (coll.) rather superior to smb.: Kitts’
residents consider themselves a_cut above the rest of the
Caribbean. Cf: a cut below someone— rather inferior to a person:
Kind and affectionate he ever was, but he couldnt but own ...
that I was a cut below him.

head and shoulders above someone—considerably much su-
perior to a person: I'll have my own physician. He’s head and
shoulders above you in skill.

Note: Neither expression is equivalent in meaning to the phrase
above someone—1. superior to smb. in rank or position: He will
certainly have an executive above him to whom he reports. 2.
too difficult for a person to understand or deal with successfully:
Most of the language was above me, and so I could only get
a general impression of his argument.

cut and run © hit and run

cut and run —leave without warning; make a quick or sud-
den escape: To cut and run, to walk out, as Elspeth had, was
quite unthinkable to Isabel: it was not in the pattern of civi-
lized behavior.
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hit and run—(attrib.) 1. (of a driver) failing to stop after
causing an accident: He will suffer no after-effects from in-
juries sustained when knocked down by a hit-and-run mo-
torist. 2. (of methods in guerilla warfare, etc.) using swift action
followed by an immediate withdrawal: Some of them were in-
dulging in violence and arson, adopting “hit and run” tactics.

cut back on something ¢ cut back to something

cut back on something—lower the rate of smth.; reduce
smth.: The company cut back on production during the war.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase cut back something—1. make smth. shorter by cut-
ting: He decided to cut the plants back, in order to improve
their growth later in the season. 2. = cut back on something:
The industry has been faced with having to cut back produc-
tion because of rising costs.

cut back to something— (in films) return in time to smth.:
Laurie is staring into oblivion as the film cuts back to the ear-
lier scene.

cut back one’s losses ® cut one’s losses

cut back one’s losses—diminish costs, expenditures, etc.: The
company said the new strategy was designed to help it cut
back its losses.

cut one’s losses—1. = cut back one’s losses: Many semiconductor
firms which had overproduced ... sought to cut their losses by
quickly selling off their stockpiles of semiconductors. 2. with-
draw from a losing or unsatisfactory situation: Bonaparte saw
that he was beaten and, like the great man he was, cut his
losses.

cut both ways ¢ have it both ways

cut both ways—have a mixed effect; have both favorable and
unfavorable results: In the Griese family, father and son are
both cool, which cuts both ways.

have it both ways—1. have both of two incompatible things
or situations: We all want to have it both ways: take frequent
days off, but still have plenty of money. 2. (s..) have both ho-
mosexual and heterosexual tastes (also: walk both sides of the
street): People who have it both ways are seldom lonely.

cut from the same cloth ¢ cut out of whole cloth

cut from the same cloth—said of two or more people who are
very similar: Don’t assume that all women are cut from the
same cloth. Jill won’t necessarily react the same way I did.

cut out of whole cloth — (also: made out of whole cloth) wholly
fabricated or false: We would never again wage a war for the
wrong reasons, or even worse, for reasons cut out of whole
cloth.

cut it ® cut it out

cut it—(coll.) be effective or successful: Getting an average
of four hours of sleep doesn’t cut it for me any longer.

cut it out—(coll.) stop doing smth.: This is unacceptable
behavior, so please cut it out.

cut it short ® take a short cut

cut it short— (coll.) 1. leave a very narrow time margin; nearly
miss smth. by being late: You've cut it short, the train’s just
leaving. 2. bring to an end what one is doing or saying: Felix
began a long, irrelevant speech and he resisted calls to cut it
short.

take a short cut—1. follow a shorter path: I got there as fast
as I could (I even took a short cut), but everyone had left. 2.
use a quicker method to achieve smth.: Frankly, I took a short
cut to a scholarly reputation I haven’t yet deserved.

cut loose from something ¢ cut loose with
something
cut loose from something—get away from smth.; break ties
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with smth.: When these farm boys get to town, they really cut
loose from convention.

cut loose with something— (of curses, laughter, applause, etc.)
speak or act without restraint (also: let loose with something):
He threw his head back and cut loose with a mirthful, deep
laugh.

cut one’s teeth © cut teeth

cut one’s teeth—learn from smth.; gain experience. There’s
a job for you to cut your teeth on.

cut teeth— (of an infant) have teeth grow through the gums:
Billy is cross because he’s cutting teeth.

cut someone dead ® cut someone’s throat

cut someone dead—1. refuse to recognize a person; pretend
not to know smb.: She proceeded on her way, her nose at a
celebrated elevation — an icy nose. She cut him dead. 2. ignore
a person when being talked to (because one is angry, etc.): He
started talking to her and she cut him dead saying “I don’t
want to hear your life history, pal!”

cut someone’s throat— (hyperbolic) cause smb.’s ruin or down-
fall: We're shorthanded right now, and Genevieve would cut
my throat if I tried to send you.

cut someone down ® cut someone down to size

cut someone down—1. (usually Passive) kill a person: John F.
Kennedy was cut down in the prime of life on a political trip
to Texas. 2. (coll.) persuade smb. to reduce a price, charge,
etc.: Eventually we managed to cut him down by $30.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase cut someone short— (also: cut someone off short) interrupt
a person: She wanted to do a lot of reminiscing, but I cut her
short.

cut someone down to size—make smb. realize that he is not
so important as he thinks: If everyone should be equal, then
it’s time to cut some people down to size.

cut someone off * cut someone off at the pass

cut someone off —1. (also: cut someone off short) interrupt a
person: The doctor came in and started to explain the proce-
dure, but I cut him off. 2. (usually Passive) isolate or separate
a person (from smth.): We were cut off by the incoming sea
and nearly drowned. 3. (usually Passive) kill a person: Mary
was gone, cut off in the prime of life, in the glow of beauty.

cut someone off at the pass—1. intercept a person: When I
noticed he was leaving I figured I would cut him off at the
pass and have him sign an autograph. 2. foil smb.’s plans or
efforts: The good guys intend to blow up a fort. Will they

succeed or be cut off at the pass?

cut someone off with a shilling ® cut someone off
without a shilling

cut someone off with a shilling—disinherit a person: Anasta-
sius made a poor match, married against his father’s wish, and
was cut off with a shilling.

cut someone off without a shilling— = cut someone off with a
shilling: | know that one of my forebears was cut off without
a shilling when he married a girl without his family’s consent.

cut something away ® cut something off ® cut
something out

cut something away—detach smth. by cutting: If you cut
away some of the dead wood, you will have a healthier tree.

cut something off—1. remove smth. by cutting: The man cut
off a succulent piece of meat and handed it to me. 2. discon-
nect smth. such as gas, electricity, etc.: Our water supply has
been cut off again this week. 3. isolate or separate smth.: Last
night’s severe snowstorm cut off three villages.

dark horse

cut something out—1. extract or obtain smth. by cutting: He
cut out this photograph from the newspaper. 2. refrain from
smth.; give up smth.: He has decided to cut out smoking and
drinking. 3. delete words, paragraphs, etc.: Before we can print
this book, you will have to cut out all the four-letter words.
4. replace a competitor in business, etc.: The big new store is
going to cut all the small shops out.

cut the knot © tie the knot

cut the knot—find the solution to a problem by a single de-
cisive action: He had cut the knot, by-passing all preliminar-
ies.
tie the knot—(coll.) 1. get married: Diane and Bill tied the
knot yesterday in front of family and friends. 2. perform a
wedding ceremony: It only took a few minutes for the ship’s
captain to tie the knot.

Czech Republic, the ® Czechoslovakia

Czech Republic, the—the country that made up the greater
part of Czechoslovakia dissolved in 1992, with Slovakia having
become another independent republic: Political dialogue be-
tween Slovenia and the Czech Republic is marked by intense
political contacts.

Czechoslovakia—the country dissolved in 1992 (now used
only in historical contexts): Essentially, the Dubcek regime in
Czechoslovakia has been trying to do there what Gomulka
had to do in Poland in 1956.

D

daddy-long-legs ® long-legs

daddy-long-legs —a long-legged flying insect (Pholcus pha-
langioides): On breezy days, the daddy long-legs get blown
onto rivers in big enough numbers to cause quite a stir in the
trout world.

long-legs—a wading bird (Himantopus himantopus): Long-
legs is a long-legged three-toed black-and-white wading bird
of inland ponds and marshes or brackish lagoons.

damn all ® damn it all

damn all— (coll., emphatic) not a thing; nothing at all: What
is the State doing for the Theater? Damn all.

damn it all—(exclam.) is used to express anger or impa-
tience: Damn it all, am I to stand here all day cooling my
heels on your pleasure!

dare I say © I dare say

dare I say—said when one knows that what he is going to
state may raise objections: Dare I say that many of Desai’s
films have been like that. Making use of the current fa-
vorites — actors, plots, stories and turning them into a movie.

I dare say—said when one assumes smth. to be likely or
possible: I dare say that we are the best example of East-West
fusion in Asia (though the Hong Kongers and Japanese will
have something to say about that).

dark age ® Dark Ages, the
dark age—a period in which there is a lack of culture and
progress in a society: Shortly before 1700 B.C. a dark age settled
over Egypt which was to last some one hundred and fifty years.
Dark Ages, the—the period of European history between
about A.D. 500 and about A.D. 1000: During these, which are
rightly called the Dark Ages, the clergy were supreme.

dark horse ® white horse
dark horse—a candidate, etc. of whom little is known but



dark matter

who may unexpectedly come to the front: Every now and then
a dark horse is heard of, who is supposed to have done wonders
at some obscure small college.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase gray mare, the— (dated) the wife who rules her husband
(in allusion to the saying ‘the gray mare is the better horse”):
Thus, by the covetousness of this woman, who was the gray
mare, and the folly of the master ... my good principles were
nearly eradicated from my bosom.

white horse—1. (pl.) white foam and spray on the crests of
waves: As mariners say, the sea is covered with “white horses.”
2. (UK) a horse carved into the side of a chalk hill and visible
from a great distance (most some hundreds of years old): The
Ufhington white horse is by far the oldest ... and is of an entirely
different design. 3. (White Horse) the proprietary name of a
brand of whisky: White Horse was the first distillery to sport
screw caps. Cf.: white mule— (U.S. sl.) cheap or illicitly distilled
whisky: 1 know a good bootlegger over there in Santa Fe, and
if you take me over there, I'll buy you a gallon of White Mule.
4. (U.S. Drug users) cocaine: White Horse, White Lady, White

Girl: Those are just a handful of cocaine’s street names.
)

dark matter ® gray matter

dark matter— objects not directly detectable by astronomers,
thought to exist in the universe to account for observed grav-
itational effects: The composition of dark matter is unknown,
but may include new elementary particles.

gray matter—1. brownish-gray nerve tissue, especially of the
brain and spinal cord: The researchers found increased gray
matter density in women in the left hemisphere of the brain
associated with language. 2. mental power; intellect: The odi-
ous Krendler, in particular, learns to use his gray matter for,
perhaps, the first time in his life.

dash it ® make a dash for it
dash it—(interj.) is used to express one’s annoyance about
smth.: Dash it, Tony ... you really ought to be careful.
make a dash for it—(coll.) run away very quickly (to avoid
being caught): We all began to ask each other why he hadn’t

made a dash for it.

date back to something ¢ date from something

date back to something—go back in time to a particular date:
The rare binding of this manuscript dates back to the late
middle-ages.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase backdate something—1. put an earlier date to a docu-
ment than the actual one: The vet backdated the vaccination
dates for horses in an attempt to satisfy Jockey Club rules. 2.
make smth. retrospectively valid: The wage increases are to be
backdated to the first of January.

date from something—Dbe in existence since a particular time:
This building dates from the beginning of the last century.

day and night ¢ day or night
day and night—continually; all the time: We worked day
and night to finish the project before the end of the month.
day or night—at any time whatever: The Internet is the best
shopping mall in the world and one that you can visit day or

night.

day-man ¢ man of the day

day-man—a man who does work during the day or on a
day-shift: A company taxi is usually driven by both a day-
man and a night-man.

man of the day—1. an outstanding man of his time: Hamsun
was a man of the day, who, despite his age, strove to make his
ideal into a reality. Cf.: man of the year— a man who has done
the most to influence the events of the particular year (as featured
by the U.S. newsmagazine Time): Mikhail Gorbachev was the
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man of the year for 1987, an eminently defensible choice....
2. (Military) a soldier on duty for the day: Cooked food was
“dished out” by the orderly men of the day.

day off ¢ off day

day off —a day away from work, school, etc.: The bus-driver
spends his “day off” in driving on a pal’s bus, on the box-seat
by his pal’s side.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
day out—1. a day away from home when one is free from duty:
Ollie just loves going to shows and he thoroughly enjoyed his
day out. 2. a servant’s free day: When it is the maid’s day out,
Jack insists on helping with the dishes.

off day—1. a day when one does not feel fit or does not per-
form well: The bartender could have smiled a little but maybe
it was his off day. 2. = day off 1: I could also change which day
was my off day to line up with friends’ birthdays or other cel-
cbrations.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase far-off day— a day remote in time: On that far-off day I
lay on the rocks and listened to the deep rhythm of the Atlantic.

day order ® order of the day

day order— (Stock market) a customer’s order that expires at
the close of the day: A day order is canceled if it is not executed
before the close of business.

order of the day—1. an agenda: The order of the day will be
issued each day with detailed information on Conference. 2.
a statement issued by a commander to his troops: In his Order
of the Day Mannerheim thanked the civil guards for their
work for the benefit of the country. 3. fixed and regular way
of doing things: He was sick of living on literary lunches where
nouvelle cuisine seemed to be the order of the day.

daytime ¢ time of day

daytime —the part of the day when there is natural light: In
the Tokyo area, users’ charges of electricity at nighttime are
rated lower compared to that in the daytime.

time of day—1. the hour shown on a clock: Perhaps it was
a student who committed suicide at this very time of day, on
this very day, in this very building? 2. a particular period dur-
ing the day: Birds are generally most active at this time of day
and most inactive in the early afternoon.

dead-alive ® living dead

dead-alive— (also: dead and alive) 1. (of a place) spiritless or
boring: Do you think I could hold out a week in this dead-
alive place? Not me! 2. (of people) miserable; inactive and dull:
You will die in a home for old people surrounded by dead-
alive persons.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase more dead than alive— (also: half dead) in a very poor
physical condition owing to illness, etc.: A policeman found him,
more dead than alive, in the street where he had been beaten
up.
living dead—1. (also: living corpse) smb. who seems com-
pletely unaware of what is happening around: I remember
reading that being a full blown addict is the “living dead.”
Being alive, but dead, how morose. 2. a vampire; a zombie: I
felt as if we were in the presence of a ghoul, the living dead.

dead and alive © half dead

dead and alive — (also: dead-alive) 1. (of a place) spiritless or
boring: This is rather a dead and alive place but I like the climate
for I have not known a sick day since I have been up here. 2. (of
people) miserable; inactive and dull: Part of my early days in
London I was familiar with what is called hyper—Calvinistic
Baptists ... but I never was amongst such a dead-and-alive lot.

half dead— (also: more dead than alive) in a very poor phys-

ical condition owing to illness, etc.: I had identified the lati-
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tude and the longitude of the place where he was, and there
they found him, half dead, but alive.

dead beat ® deadbeat

dead beat— (also: dead beaten) extremely tired: It took me a
very short time to get between the blankets, and soon I was
asleep, for I was dead beat after my ride.

deadbear— (s/.) 1. an idler who is not working or looking for
a job: Al was a deadbeat barely on the right side of the law,
who hadn’t had a job in six years. 2. smb. who persistently
fails to fulfill his obligations or pay his debts: Wilson was a
deadbeat who lived the end of his life running from creditors.

dead bird ¢ dead pigeon

dead bird—(Austral. sl.) a sure thing; a certainty: I used to
prowl where jockeys herd, And tipped them for a sure “dead
bird.”

dead pigeon—(sl., also: dead duck) 1. a person or thing re-
garded as useless or a failure: The Dominion Stores Ltd. was
a dead pigeon and everyone knew it. 2. a dead person: Now,
having risked everything on my logic, I was a dead pigeon if

wrong. There were only minutes left.

dead end e living end, the

dead end—1. an end of a passage, such as a street or pipe,
that affords no exit: The passage was a dead end. Ten meters
in front of her, a solid stone wall stood, trapping her. 2. a
point beyond which no progress can be made: The project
turned out to be a dead end. The longer I worked on it the
less I was able to actually produce something.

living end, the—1. said of a person or thing that is extremely
good or quite extraordinary: We were big fans of their band.
We thought it was the living end in those days. 2. said of a
person or thing that is very annoying or irritating: The man
was really the living end. When his typing was interrupted he
threw his hands in the air and sighed loudly.

dead fire ® death-fire

dead fire—1. extinguished or extinct fire: Mr. Evans was sit-
ting there, staring at the dead fire, the poker in his hand. 2.
(also: St. Elmo’s fire) a naturally occurring electrical discharge,
usually in stormy weather: We looked up, and saw a dead-fire
sticking to the cross-trees of the mast.

death-fire—1. a fire causing loss of life: The changes in the
death fire statistics cannot be explained by this factor alone.
2. a fire for burning a person to death: A large wooden statue

of the blessed Virgin was brought to make the death-fire.
dead hand ¢ dead man’s hand

dead hand —1. the influence of the past regarded as control-
ling the present: The dead hand of vanished generations of
historians has determined beyond possibility of appeal the
pattern of the past. 2. (co/l.) an expert at doing smth.: First-
rate work it was, too; he was always a dead hand at splitting.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase hand of death— (liter.) death; demise: If, under its in-
fluence, normal physical functions could be suspended, per-
haps the hand of death, too, could be stayed.

dead man’s hand—a zoophyte (Alcyonium digitatum) form-
ing fleshy masses: Dead Man’s Hand is indebted for the En-
glish name to the fishermen, who often take it up in their
nets.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase dead-man’s arm— (UK) a flat-rolled suet pudding,
which is then spread with jam and rolled up: Because Jam Roly-
Poly was often served in an old shirt-sleeve, another nickname
for the pudding was dead-man’s arm.

dead head ¢ death’s head

dead head—1. (coll.) a person who contributes nothing to

dead money

an enterprise or activity; a non—fare-paying passenger, etc.:
“No more dead-heads,” Mr. Skinner warned. “Hereafter, pay
for your guests.” 2. a dead flower that has become withered
and faded: The culling of dead heads is a ploy that figures
persistently in the garden in summer. 3. an obstruction float-
ing so low in the water that only a small part of it is visible:
Numerous “dead-heads” bobbed in the current like otters
swimming with the stream.

death’s head—a human scull as an emblem of death or a
danger sign: There had been three variations of the chemical
hazard symbol. One was a picture of a death’s head, or skull
and crossbones.

dead heat © deadly heat

dead heat—said of a race in which competitors finish at the
same time: The horses came to the finish in a dead heat, and,
without a photograph, the results were too close to call.

deadly heat—extreme or excessive heat: These times of
deadly heat demand all of our concern and commitment to
prevent heat-related tragedies.

dead house * death house

dead house—1. (dated) a mortuary; a morgue: When they
reached the Ferry Beach they made all speed to the hospital
and to the “dead house,” which held seven coffins. 2. (s/.) an
uninhabited house: We thought it was a “dead” house, but we
walked into a girl’s room and she squealed.

death house—(U.S. Prison) a group of death cells for persons
awaiting execution: He has three murders behind him, and
the grey doors of the death-house in front of him.

dead line ¢ deadline

dead line—1. an article which a shopkeeper has stopped
dealing in because customers have no more interest in it: Silk
stockings have been a dead line for years and years, Madam!
2. (also: dead wire) a cable through which no electricity passes:
It was as if she had been calling on a dead line to an empty
building. 3. a straight line: The equipment is designed to
guide the aircraft along a localizer beam to keep it in dead line
with the center of the runway.

deadline—time or date fixed in advance by which smth. must
be done: As a journalist, I always have to work to a deadline.

dead loss © total loss

dead loss—1. said of smth. totally unsuccessful: The defense
budget was not a dead loss: the economies of South Africa
and Namibia got a shot in the arm as a result of this. 2. (co/l.)
said of a person who is quite worthless: We'd better fire Smith
now — he’s a dead loss.

total loss— (Insurance) an irreparably damaged vehicle: The
natural inclination is to under-insure and take the chance of
not having a total loss.

dead man ¢ dead soldier

dead man—1. an object buried in the ground and used as
an anchorage: A deck hand was killed by being struck on the
head by a “dead man.” 2. (5/.) an empty liquor bottle: I re-
turned to my table and finished my drink. When the owner
appeared again I asked if I could help remove the dead men.

dead soldier— (sl., also: dead marine) 1. = dead man 2: There
weren’t any prints on that bottle. That dead soldier was as
clean as a whistle. Cf: wounded soldier—(U.S. sl.) a partially-
Jenished can or bottle of beer that can still be consumed: “1 can’t
find any more beer anywhere, Ted.” “Here, take this wounded
soldier off me.” 2. a cigarette butt: He collected dead soldiers
to use in building a whole smoke.

dead money ° dead on the money
dead money—money invested in unsold products which
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cannot therefore be used: This will tell you how much “dead
money” is tied up in the three products.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase dead rent— a fixed rent for a mining concession, etc.: A
claim for an increase in the amount of the dead rent fixed in
a contract cannot be upheld.

dead on the money— (coll.) totally correct: I have always read
Howard’s articles with a great deal of interest, as they are usu-

ally dead on the money.

dead right © dead to rights

dead right— (coll.) absolutely right: You are dead right about
the Web connection being the most critical part for a classroom
teacher now.

dead to rights— (in the phrase “catch someone dead to rights”)
catch a person in the act of committing a crime: He was caught
dead to rights with the goods on him.

dead room ° death chamber

dead room —a room or studio made absolutely soundproof:
With the advent of radio broadcasting and sound pictures very
“dead” rooms have been built.

death chamber—1. (also: lethal chamber) a room specially
equipped for executing people: It was with similar displeasure
that I undertook a tour of Maryland’s death chamber. 2. (U.S.
sl.) an unsafe vehicle (also: death trap): The Ford Pinto was
considered a death chamber due to its gas tank tendency to
explode on impact.

dead rope ® death rope

dead rope—1. a rope that is fixed, and does not run in a pul-
ley: There must always be at least two complete turns of dead
rope on the pulley or drum. 2. a bell-rope working on a half-
wheel, for chiming: The bells were not hung for “full circle”
ringing until 1678; prior to this date they were hung “dead
rope.

death rope—a rope used for hanging a person: “You want to
do the honors?” asked our lieutenant, holding up the untied
end of the German officer’s death rope...

dead season ® dead time

dead season—1. (of holiday resorts, erc.) the time when there
are very few guests: Since it was the dead season, the hotel
beach wasn’t crowded at all. 2. a period without commercial,
social, or intellectual activity: It was the dead season in Lon-
don; every one of consequence was out of town.

dead time—time during which the active work is not going
on: Machine owners strive to minimize the dead time by fine-
tuning the control system.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase dead on time— exactly at the expected or pre-arranged
time: We arrived dead on time at Cape Town where we were
met by Che in the arrivals hall.

dead ship © death ship

dead ship — (Nautical) a ship without power: They saw no
movement, no living or dead person, no sign of violence;
nothing, but the ordered emptiness of a darkened and dead
ship.

death ship—a ship deliberately wrecked so that the owners
can collect insurance money: He is forced to join the crew of
a “death ship” ... betrothed to the ocean floor in exchange for
insurance money.

See also: ghost ship | ghost train.

dead sleep ® never-ending sleep

dead sleep —profound sleep simulating death: Well, I don’t
remember getting home but in the middle of the night I woke
up out of a dead sleep and was wide awake and sober.
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never-ending sleep — (euph.) death: Hamlet sees a never-end-

ing sleep full of dreams as extremely pleasant, but these very

dreams are the “undiscovered country” which makes him fear
Y

death...

dead weight © live weight

dead weight—1. (also: dead load) the fixed weight of a struc-
ture (such as a bridge on its supports): This inefficient use of
material contributes substantially to the dead weight of the
structure itself. 2. a heavy or oppressive burden: The dead
weight of this legacy has grown heavier from generation to
generation. The classical precepts have come to be a millstone
round the neck...

live weight— the weight of an animal before being slaugh-
tered: Live weight changes of calves were calculated as average
daily gain for the June to October period.

dead wire ° live wire

dead wire— (also: dead line) a cable through which no elec-
tricity passes: A young carpet layer was installing carpet when
he grabbed what he thought was a dead wire.

live wire—1. (also: live line) a wire carrying electric current:
If you were to touch the live wire a current would flow through
your body to the ground. 2. a vivacious and energetic person:
He is a live wire and a free spirit. It is easy to see why people
are so keen to flock around him and worship at his feet.

deal in something ® deal with something

deal in something—trade in a particular commodity: Before
shops were common in every village, he dealt in needles,
thread, and the like.

deal with something—1. be a customer of a business: I've
dealt with this firm for twenty years. 2. manage smth.; attend
to smth.: There are many difficulties to be dealt with when
starting a business. 3. (of z book, etc.) be concerned with smth.;
treat a subject: His latest book deals with police methods.

deal with someone ® make a deal with someone

deal with someone—1. have to do with a person: Until the
end of his term Britain has a statesman, and not a catch-vote
politician, to deal with. 2. treat or behave towards a person in
a manner specified: We ourselves shall one time or other be
dealt with as we deal with others.

make a deal with someone—make a bargain or business
transaction with smb.: He’s willing to “make a deal” with dis-
gruntled investors to win their support.

death-wish ¢ dying wish

death-wish —a conscious or unconscious wish for the death
or downfall: Whatever handicaps he labors under as Minister,
they do not include the death-wish; he is still determined to
win the next election.

dying wish—a person’s last wish expressed at the time of
dying: We are delighted that Patrick’s remains are being
brought home in accordance with his dying wish.

decide on something ® decide something

decide on something—1. choose smth. from two or more pos-
sibilities: After exhaustive product research, I finally decided
on licensed leather sports caps. 2. settle a question, etc.; make
a judgment on smth.: The courts that decided on the case had
been wrong in concluding that he was not the co-owner of
the property.

decide something—1. = decide on something 2: A jury of cit-
izens and not the judge decided the case, and the company in
which Turk owned stock actually lost. 2. influence or deter-
mine the outcome of smth.: Diallo also had no complaints
about the penalty kick that decided the match.
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defend someone against something ® defend
someone from something

defend someone against something—protect a person by re-
pelling an attack against him: The way to defend Milton
against all impugners is to take down the book and read it.

defend someone from something—keep a person free from at-
tack, danger, etc.: The U.S. intelligence services sponsored
his rise to power, and defended him from any credible oppo-
sition.

defense industries ® defensive industries

defense industries—factories involved in manufacturing
weaponry: In 1941 Roosevelt issued an executive order pro-
hibiting racial discrimination in the employing of workers by
national defense industries.

defensive industries—industries which provide the consumer
with his basic needs (such as food, utilities, etc.): In emerging
markets, defensive industries have typically been populated
with small to medium-sized companies.

defer something ® defer to something

defer something—put smth. off until a later time: It was
agreed to defer this application for two weeks in order to re-
ceive documentation from the agent.

defer to something—acknowledge the merit of a person’s
opinion or action: The Tribunal will normally defer to his
judgment on such matters.

definite answer © definitive answer

definite answer —answer that is precise, clear and leaves no
room to uncertainty: In all encounters with Leonardo there is
never a definite answer to any of the aesthetic or psychological
questions which he raises.

definitive answer—answer that is final and may no longer
be changed: There is no definitive answer to the question of
how many senses there are: we have yet to discover all of our
own.

deliver someone from something ® deliver
someone of something

deliver someone from something— (formal) 1. save or rescue a
person from smth.: They armed to deliver him from prison.
Crowds had gathered ... loud in their outcries for mercy. 2.
free a person from some problem or responsibility: Chilperic
was delivered from the necessity of inventing any new expe-
dient.

deliver someone of something— = deliver someone from some-
thing 2: He was looking for someone to deliver him of his
burdensome responsibility.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase deliver oneself of something— express one’s thoughts,
views, etc.: After I had delivered myself of this ponderous
thought, conversation turned into pleasant channels again.

deliver the goods ® get the goods

deliver the goods— (coll.) succeed in doing what one is hoped
or expected to do: He is the best manager that we have ever
had. He knows how to deliver the goods.

get the goods— (coll.) find out true and often bad information
about smb.: I think that I have finally got the goods on him

and will have to talk to the police as soon as possible.

demand for something ® demand on something
demand for something—need for smth. that people desire to
purchase or have: The problem is that the demand for health
care is unlimited.
demand on something—request or claim for smth. by virtue
of right or authority: There are so many demands on my time
that I have very little leisure.

devil’s coachhorse

Democratic Republic of the Congo, the ® Republic
of Congo, the

Democratic Republic of the Congo, the—an African country,
formerly known as Zaire, with the capital Kinshasa: Coltan
has permitted the Rwandan army to sustain its presence in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Republic of Congo, the—the smaller and more westerly
African country, with Brazaville as its capital: The Republic
of Congo is one of Africa’s largest petroleum producers with
significant potential for offshore development.

depart out of this world ® go out of this world

depart out of this world— (euph.) die; pass away: But one
thing, at times, assuages my grief, which is this: I am sure that
he departed out of this world in peace.

g0 out of this world—1. (also: go from this world) = depart out
of this world: This put people to their graves a lot quicker than
they should have gone out of this world. 2. have one’s mind
far away from reality: He hadn’t talked to anybody since then
and it seemed he had gone out of this world.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
retire from the world—1. live alone from principle, seeing no
one: After a busy life teaching, he retired from the world and
considered his own inner development. 2. enter a monastery or
become a hermit: To think that Catharine Glover nourished
the private wish to retire from the world!

descend on someone ® descend to someone

descend on someone—1. arrive suddenly to stay with smb.:
The whole family descends on us every Christmas. 2. attack
a person suddenly: Thieves descended on the travelers while
they slept.

descend to someone —pass to a person after smb.’s death: The
property descended to the man’s eldest son.

desk-book ¢ table book

desk-book —a reference book suitable for use at a desk: This
desk-book for business executives is highly recommended.

table book—1. (also: coffee-table book) a big sized richly il-
lustrated book: She sat in her wingback chair flicking through
one of the table books. 2. (dated) a small book for making
notes or memoranda: He was observed to busy himself by
writing in his table book.

determined in something ¢ determined on
something
determined in something—showing resolution in one’s man-
ner or speech: He sounded most determined in his answer.
determined on something—resolved to do smth.; firm in one’s
decision to do smth.: He is quite determined on a trip to
Egypt.

deus ex machina ® ghost in the machine

deus ex machina—an improbable person or event that pro-
vides a sudden and unexpected solution to a difficulty: When
the impoverished hero is relieved by an unexpected inheri-
tance, it is often called a deus ex machina.

ghost in the machine—is used to denote the view of the
human mind as being completely independent of the physical
body: So there is nothing magical about human brains —no

ghost in the machine, to use Ryle’s phrase.

devil’s coachhorse ® devil’s horse

devil’s coachhorse—any of several rove beetles of the family
Staphylinid: This atrocious tale of lies turned up joint by joint
before her like a devil’s coach-horse.

devil’s horse—praying mantis of the family Mantid (an insect
that feeds upon other insects and is harmless to man): Another



devil’s dust

of the most peculiar and interesting insects in Texas is called
the “devil’s horse.”

devil’s dust © dust devil

devil’s dust—wool or cotton waste made from old cloth by
a machine called the “devil”: The operation sends forth clouds
of floating fibers — the real and original “devil’s dust.”

dust devil—a whirlwind visible as a column of dust: A
whirling dust-devil would scutter across the plain for a couple
of miles.

Diamond State, the ® Gem State, the

Diamond State, the—(U.S.) a nickname of the State of
Delaware: Long called the Diamond State, a name arising
from a quotation attributed to Jefferson ... Delaware’s re-
sources are varied and rich.

Gem State, the—(U.S.) a nickname of the State of Idaho:
Idaho’s nickname, the “Gem State,” is well deserved due to
the 80 varieties of gemstones found within her borders.

die away * die out

die away— (of a sound or light) become weaker or fainter:
The sound of the car died away in the distance.

die our—1. (of a group of living things) perish; become ex-
tinct: If too many of these rare animals are killed, their kind
will die out. 2. (of practices, customs, ideas, etc.) cease to exist;
disappear: It’s time this selfish habit died out.

die for something ® die from something

die for something— (Progressive Tense) want smth. very ur-
gently: Her husband moved past us into the bar.... “I'm dying
for a margarita.”

die from something— (also: die of something) 1. die as a result
of some cause: In a severe winter, wild animals can die from
lack of food. 2. (Progressive Tense) be in an extreme state of
the feeling mentioned: The children are dying from curiosity

to see what’s in the parcel.

die in a ditch ¢ die in the last ditch

die in a ditch—die destitute in dire poverty: He who ab-
stains from whisky will never die in a ditch.

die in the last ditch—fight desperately defending smth. to
the last: I can be sure never to see my country’s ruin: I will
die in the last ditch. Cf: last-ditch effort— a desperate final az-
tempt: He is negotiating with prosecutors in a last-ditch effort
to avert trial.

die on one’s feet * die standing up

die on one’s feer—1. die while still working; keep working
till the end: Harvey spent the next week working on the gen-
erator. He had died on his feet. 2. fight and give one’s life
courageously: Rather than surrender without a fight, the ex-
hausted army fought bravely to the bitter end and died on
their feet. 3. become absolutely exhausted (also: be dead on
one’s feet): 1 was cheered the whole way round and this really
helped over the last two miles when I was dying on my feet.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase die in one’s boots— (also: die with one’s boots on) 1.
= die on one’s feet I: I suppose T'll have to retire one day, but
that’s a long way off. I'd much rather die in my boots. 2. = die
on one’s feet 2: “General,” he later reported to Dodge, “they
died in their boots but brought peace.” 3. die a violent death:
Charlie talked of the early days in the Marshalls when every
white man lived like a prince, and died in his boots from a
bullet or a spear.

die standing up = die on one’s feet 2: Kurdish people through-
out southern Turkey have decided they would rather die stand-
ing up than spend their lives on their knees.
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differ from someone ® differ with someone

differ from someone—1. be unlike another person in some
way: John only differs from his brother in being less masculine
and less sternly religious. 2. have different opinions on some
matter: My dear sir, I am sorry to differ from you. I think
that we are soldiers, and damned good ones at that.

differ with someone— = differ from someone 2: In politics, he
differed with his brother-in-law, William Biles, Hough ad-
hering strongly to the Proprietary party.

differ in something ¢ differ on something

differ in something — (of two or more people or things) be un-
like in some respect: The two brothers are like each other in
appearance, but differ widely in their tastes.

differ on something— (also: differ about something) have dif-
ferent opinions on some matter: Since the discussion is not
making any progress, perhaps it is best to agree to differ on
this issue.

different cup of tea, a ® not someone’s cup of tea
different cup of tea, a— (also: another cup of tea) a different
state of affairs; smth. of an altogether different kind: London
in wartime is a very different cup of tea from Winchester.
not someone’s cup of tea—said of smth. that is not to a per-
son’s taste or does not appeal to one: If Yeats isn't your cup of
tea, why not try some of the more contemporary Irish poets?
Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
cup of tea, a—(coll.) an individual of the kind mentioned (es-
pecially an older woman): Miss Prentice seems to be a very un-

pleasant cup of tea.

dig a hole for oneself ® dig one’s own grave

dig a hole for oneself— (also: dig oneself into a hole) get oneself
into an awkward or restrictive situation: Melton has dug a
hole for himself that will take the remainder of his term to
come out of. He has made so many promises in his few months
in office...

dig one’s own grave—be the cause of one’s own failure or
downfall: When a plot was disclosed he did not use the occa-
sion to make a comprehensive purge. However humane this

behavior may seem, politically it was digging his own grave.

dig one’s heels in ¢ dig oneself in

dig one’s heels in—act firmly; refuse to yield: It is not an in-
dication of my lack of ability, but rather a sign that it is time
for me to dig my heels in and exert more effort.

dig oneself in— (also: dig in) 1. (of soldiers) dig a protective
place for oneself: We were ordered to dig ourselves in and I
can assure you that it did not take us long to dig our trench.
2. establish oneself securely; get oneself settled (in a new job,
etc.): I am relatively new to the photography world although
I've dug myself in and tried to improve as much as I can.

dime a dozen, a ® ten to the dozen

dime a dozen, a—said of people or things that are very com-
mon and easy to get: Fad diets are a dime a dozen. It seems
like every time we turn around there is a new diet.

ten to the dozen— (also: nineteen to the dozen) talk very fast
and without stopping: Everybody is talking ten to the dozen
about the fantastic film material they've shot.

dine on something ¢ dine out on something

dine on something—have smth. for dinner: They dined on
mince, as there was nothing else in the house.

dine out on something—gain social success by telling inter-
esting stories: You'll dine out on it for weeks, won't you, old
boy?

Note: Neither expression fully correlates in meaning with the
phrase dine off something—1. = dine on something: We dined
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off onion pilaf, and sponge-cake of maize flour. 2. = dine out
on something: Ever since his adventure he has been dining off
the story.

dingo’s breakfast ® dog’s breakfast

dingo’s breakfast— (Austral. sl.) a drink of water, with noth-
ing to eat: We quickly prepared for the hunt, had a dingo’s
breakfast and we were off.

dog’s breakfast—(s/.) an untidy mess; a distasteful mixture
(also: dog’s dinner): The plot of the film is a dog’s breakfast of
half-baked ideas.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
donkey’s breakfast—(51.) 1. a straw mattress: There we slept
on the usual “donkey’s breakfast.” 2. @ straw hat: She was wear-
ing a red dress and had a donkey’s breakfast on her head.

dining car ® dinner wagon

dining car—a railroad car in which meals are served: People
in the dining car were much easier to talk to than the people
in the first class lounge.

dinner wagon—a tray with shelves beneath (usually on cas-
tors) for the service of a dining-room: He would not even
know the difference between a tea trolley and a dinner wagon.

dinner lady ° kitchen maid

dinner lady—(UK) a female cook or canteen worker in a
school: They walked home, along with their friends, and made
free with my house and kitchen whilst I was busy being a din-
ner lady at school.

kitchen maid—a woman employed in the kitchen; a junior
female servant in a great house: Daisy was taken on as a
kitchen maid at Findon Place, where Edwin John Spencer and
his wife rented the mansion.

dip one’s toes in the water ® get one’s feet wet

dip one’s toes in the water—(of an activity) proceed gently
with much caution: Companies will dip their toes in the water
by hiring temporary employees until they are certain their
markets have recovered.
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get one’s feet wet—gain one’s first experience of smth.; do
smth. for the first time: Don’t be afraid to get your feet wet.
Your first efforts may not be perfect, but you've got to start
somewhere.

dip the flag * drop the flag

dip the flag— (of a ship) give a salute to another ship by mak-
ing the flag go down for a moment and then up again: To-
day, “dipping the flag” is an act of courtesy; men-of-war do
not do it to one another.

drop the flag—1. (Sport) indicate the start or finish of a race
using a flag: When the first horse reaches the winning post,
one of the judges there drops a flag. 2. give the signal for the
start or finish of smth: It would be a great help to the leader
of a future expedition in making up his mind when to “drop

the flag.”

direct something at someone ® direct something to
someone

direct something at someone—1. aim or point smth. at a per-
son: Wary troopers directed stun guns at the medley of bodies
in case of disorder. 2. intend smth. for a person: Are you di-
recting your remarks at me?

direct something to someone—1. address or send smth. to a
person: Please direct all the mail to the secretary when it is
delivered. 2. = direct something at someone 2: My next remarks
are directed to the boys and girls of this school.

dirt-eater © dirt-eating
dirt-eater — (dated) 1. (also: clay-eater) miserable people who

dispense something

appease their hunger with a kind of aluminous earth: Distin-
guished from other southerners by hookworm disease were
dirt-caters scattered in sand barrens and pine woods. 2. a con-
temptuous name for “poor whites” in some parts of the south-
ern United States: It rests with you whether you will take rank
with the poor whites, the dirt-eaters of the South, or with the
best classes of the north.

dirt-eating— a disease of the nutritive functions causing an
irresistible craving to eat earth: For some time past she had
been addicted to dirt-eating (eating earth) ... a disease, which
terminates in dropsy and death.

See also: eat a peck of dirt / ear dirt.

dirt money © dirty money

dirt money—money paid to workman handling dirty mate-
rials or working in dirty conditions: Wharfies get dirt money
for working on filthy, dusty merchant ships.

dirty money—1. = dirt money: When any class of work in-
volves special unpleasantness, “black money” or “dirty money”
is sometimes stipulated for. 2. money earned by dishonorable
or corrupt means: They want you to “launder” this dirty
money so that you are the one who will be tracked down by
the authorities.

dirty dog ® dirty pig

dirty dog—used as an insult of a person who has behaved
badly, meanly or selfishly: I see you've finished all the whisky,
you dirty dogs. You might have saved me a little.

dirty pig—used as an insult of a disgusting person (dirty in
his personal habits, etc.): He doesn’t have any friends and peo-
ple are always laughing at him calling him “dirty pig.”

dirty one’s hands © have clean hands

dirty one’s hands —1. get involved with routine and practical
work: He is easily approachable, and willing to dirty his hands
doing the work he has been elected to do. 2. do smth. that
one considers unpleasant or distasteful: These are people with
more secure jobs who have never had to dirty their hands to
earn a living. 3. do smth. shameful or illegal: Tolentino is
loyal, brutal, knows how to keep secrets and is ready to dirty
his hands for his boss.

have clean hands—be free from guilt or dishonesty: Many
Republicans realized that the party could not win unless the
nominee had clean hands.

dirty work ¢ dirty work at the cross-roads

dirty work—1. the necessary work which is dirty, hard, or
unpleasant: We never had enough applicants. Most folks just
don’t want to do the dirty work. 2. unlawful activity, especially
undertaken on behalf of another person: Do you generally get
other people to do your dirty work for you?

dirty work at the cross-roads—1. foul play (said of mean or
corrupt practices): No question of accident or of dirty work
at the cross-roads? These rich men have enemies, don’t they?
2. (joc.) said of smth. unpleasant happening: There’ll be dirty
work at the cross-roads all right, when you lads get together.
I suppose you'll be arriving home about 3 a.m.!

disconnected from something ® disconnected with
something

disconnected from something—physically separated from
smth.; not joined to smth.: Make sure the television is dis-
connected from the mains supply before you open up the back.

disconnected with something—having no relationship with
smth.: The accident rate seems to be disconnected with the
road conditions and weather.

dispense something ® dispense with something
dispense something—1. deal out or distribute smth.: Young



dispute about something

ladies have been dispensing tea to hungry comrades. 2. prepare
and give out medicine: The firm has been dispensing oint-
ments and lotions for generations.

dispense with something—1. do without smth.; manage in
spite of not having smth.: He is not yet well enough to dis-
pense with the doctor’s services. 2. render smth. unnecessary:
The new machinery dispenses with hand labor.

dispute about something ¢ dispute something
dispute about something—argue about smth: There is no
time to dispute about the forms of education.
dispute something—1. question the truth or validity of smth.:
We never disputed his right to build a home on land he had
purchased. 2. contest smth.; fight for smth.: Our team dis-
puted the victory until the last minute of the game.

distinguished by something ¢ distinguished for
something

distinguished by something—marked or characterized by
some quality: The army is divided into eight divisions, dis-
tinguished by the color of their respective flag.

distinguished for something—remarkable for some (usually
superior) quality, attainment, etc.: John Augustus Walker, an
Alabama artist, was distinguished for his paintings and mu-

rals.

Divine Office * Holy Office, the

Divine Office—the prayers and readings in the services held
in the Roman Catholic Church: She was troubled, distracted
in meditation ... when the other sisters were chanting Divine
Office.

Holy Office, the—1. (hist.) the Inquisition: It may seem
strange that the spread of the reformed religion should so long
have escaped the Holy Office. 2. a Roman Catholic adminis-
trative organ that deals with protection of the faith and morals:
We even went to Rome.... We were promised a formal answer

from the Holy Office.

do a bit * do oneé’s bit

do a bit—1. perform a small part in a play or movie: I got
to do a bit with Mick Jagger where he comes into a dressing
room and looks in the mirror.... 2. practice smth. in a small
way: In my spare time I always want to do something “cre-
ative,” so I choose to do a bit of carpentering.

do one’s bir—1. fulfill one’s responsibilities or obligations:
During the epidemic he did his bit with the other physicians,
attending cases night and day. 2. make one’s contribution to
the war effort (serving in the armed forces, etc.): Yes we did
our bit, as you folks say. I'll tell the world we got the enemy
on the run.

do a book ® make a book

do a book—1. write a book: We all have our weaknesses.
Mine just happens to be any comic book done by David Mack.
2. translate a book: I know that most of his books have been
done into English. 3. (U.S. Underworld) sufter the maximum
penalty; serve a life-time sentence: I'm doing one life jolt, and
two one-to-fiftys ... yes sir, doing the book.

make a book—1. create a book: Mr. White might have made
awhole book out of being a city man on a farm. 2. (Bookmak-
ers) accept bets on contests: Adelaide bookies can only make
a book based upon the horses that are backed in a race.

do a book on something ® make a book on
something

do a book on something—write a book on a subject: William
Fox is doing a book on the way the environment impacts our
evolution and perception.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
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the phrase write the book on something—1. = do a book on
something: Because I had developed a big respect for Perret
when he wrote the book on Grant, I read his book on President
Kennedy. 2. (U.S. coll.) be the expert or the final authority on
smth.: Cathy has spent years learning the intricacies of pro-
ducing prize-winning Dalmatians. You could even say she
wrote the book on it...

make a book on something—1. create a book on smth.: We
thought if we're going to make a book on cooking, it ought
to benefit people who could use more food. 2. (Bookmakers)
take bets on certain contests: Bookmakers do as their name
suggests, that is they make a book on the outcome of an event.
3. (coll.) be certain of smth.; feel confident about smth.: “Do
you think they’ll be funnier in print than they were on TV?”
“I wouldn’t make a book on it!”

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase make a book of something— represent a particular sort
of book: The letters of Lord Chesterfield make a book of the

minor moralities, and the major immoralities of life.

do a house ® make a house

do a house—tidy or clean the house: One day I did the
house thoroughly, totally, and my Dad’s closet was really
messy, so I tidied it.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
do up a house— repair or improve the house: It was really worth
the pain we took to do up the house. On the advise of our
agent we renovated the house and gave it a fine look.

make a house— (Parliament) secure the presence of enough
members for a quorum (also: keep a house): Yesterday, after
many days waiting, sufficient number of members met and
made a house.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase make a home—1. establish or run a home: He asked her
how big her roll was, saying that it cost something to make a
home. 2. (also: make one’s home) settle in a place (with one’s
family): She has made a home in the Bay Area, where she now
teaches Italian cooking and language.

do a job © do the job

do a job—(Underworld) commit a robbery or a burglary:
The two were engaged “doing a job” at a lonely place when
two mounted patrols came upon them.

do the job— (also: do the business) accomplish one’s purpose;
achieve the desired result: I don’t care what you use, as long

as it does the job.

do a job on someone © do the job for someone

do a job on someone—(sl.) 1. treat smb. roughly; injure or
harm a person: There’s no need to do a job on me, man, I'll
tell you everything I know. 2. (also: do a snow job on someone)
take advantage of a person, especially by persuasion or decep-
tion: My local friendly plumber did a job on me cleaning out
my drain.

do the job for someone— (also: do the business for someone) ac-
complish one’s purpose; achieve the desired result: When he
couldn’t get whiskey he would drink lemon or vanilla extract.
It was mostly alcohol, so it did the job for him.

do a moonlight ® moonlight

do a moonlight— (coll.) secretly move from a flat (under the
cover of night) usually to avoid paying the rent: The tenant
had done a “moonlight” with no warning even though the
lease still had many months to run.

moonlight— (coll.) work (often illegally) at a second job in
addition to one’s main job: Sasquatch is a tractor-trailer driver
by day — by night, he moonlights as a musically inclined cigar
distributor.

Note: The compound does not correlate in meaning with the
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verb moonshine— (U.S. coll.) make liquor, especially whisky, il-
licitly: He acknowledged no occupation save that of a squirrel
hunter, but he “moonshined” occasionally by way of diver-
sion.

do a number ¢ do one’s number

do a number—1. (Underworld) give information to the po-
lice: If Keiser’s doing a number, I've arranged for you to knock
him off. 2. (euph., of an animal) urinate or defecate: That
black puppy did a number on the carpet again.

do one’s number—1. perform one’s act in a program of en-
tertainment, etc.: When I got up to do my number my sound
was terrible.... 2. (s/.) behave in a predictable or customary
manner: Whenever I call, he does his number about being too
busy to talk.

do a number on someone ® make one’s number
with someone

do a number on someone—(sl.) 1. deceive or treat a person
unfairly: Caroline doesn’t like him. He really did a number
on her at work. 2. speak or write of smb. with disdain; slander
a person: They did a number on Ridpath. They printed dam-
aging statements. 3. totally defeat a person or team: The Irish
team are looking to do a number on England in Dublin to-
morrow.

make one’s number with someone — (sl.) socialize with a usu-
ally superior person (in order to make oneself known, remem-
bered, etc.): He was one of the boys on the campaign bus who
made his number with would-be presidents.

do a runner © do the running

do a runner— (sl.) run away in order not to pay the bill,
avoid punishment, etc.: If we put any pressure on Sorley he’ll
get rid of the drugs and do a runner.

do the running— (also: make the running) show initiative;
make sure that things get done: Men are no longer expected
to do all the running at the beginning of a relationship.

do a work ® make a work

do a work—engage in an activity; fulfill a task: You could
give the composer complete freedom, saying you'd like him to
do a work for you.

make a work—(coll., also: make work) make a fuss; cause
disturbance or trouble: People make a work if a minister
preach the same sermon over again.

do an abortion ® have an abortion

do an abortion—perform an abortion on a woman termi-
nating her pregnancy: I became pregnant again and they were
falling over themselves to do an abortion for me.

have an abortion— (of @ woman) end her pregnancy (usually
deliberately): I had an abortion, without telling anyone; the
father left me when I told him of the pregnancy.

do away with something ® make away with
something

do away with something—abolish smth.; put an end to
smth.: I believe it is time to do away with some of the old
laws.

make away with something—1. succeed in stealing smth.:
The police gave chase, but the thieves made away with the
jewels. 2. deplete or waste smth.: This sort of life, as anybody
may well think, soon made away with his little stock of money.
3. get rid of smth.: I shall make away with that old carpet on
the stairs; it is time we had a new one.

do best ® do one’s best

do best—1. be most prosperous; achieve the best results, etc.:
Turnips do best in a cool, well-ventilated area such as a root

do good

cellar. 2. (followed by Infinitive) be well-advised to act in a
particular way: If you want a full overview of this puzzling
tale, you would do best to read two new books.

do one’s best— (also: give of one’s best) do all one can; do smth.
as well as one can: He wasn’t particularly angry. He was look-
ing, or doing his best to look, grave.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase make the best of oneself— make oneself as attractive as
possible: These letters were full of advice on how to make the
best of oneself when just beginning one’s career.

do business ® do the business

do business—1. conduct transactions: The principle on
which we do business is PO.D. Which literally means Pay on
Delivery. 2. take up business as a subject of study: I did Busi-
ness at college. I also did Accounting as a separate course.

do the business—1. = do business I: The way we do the busi-
ness, and even the way we live our lives has altered. 2. (a/so:
do the job) accomplish one’s purpose; achieve the desired re-
sult: Two simple rules well observed will do the business. 3.
(euph.) have sex with a person: So he went home with her: Do
you think they did the business?

Note: Neither expression fully correlates in meaning with the
phrase do one’s business—1. = do business: Every new employee
goes to a Pragmatic Marketing class, because we want them to
understand how we do our business here. 2. (euph., of an an-
imal) urinate or defecate: You can’t teach it to eat from a certain
bowl in a certain place, or to do its business in a litter box.

do duty ° do one’s duty

do duty—1. serve as or pass for smth. else: The handsome
building, could have done duty as a state capitol. 2. (euph.)
defecate or urinate: The lamb stood in the middle of the field
doing duties at an adjacent haystack.

do one’s duty—1. do what one is obliged to do by law, one’s
trade or conscience: “You've been very helpful, Aggie.” “I do
my duty.” 2. = do duty 2: The child never defecates or urinates;
he does his “duty.” 3. (euph.) is used of marital sex: Melinda
could not stand the idea of the marriage bed and refused to

do her duty as a wife.

do faces * make faces

do faces—1. sketch or model faces: I do faces better than
anything else. It’s the bodies that don’t turn out so well. 2.
apply cosmetics: Makeup artist Tom Savini, one of the best in
this creepy business, will do faces.

make faces—1. assume a silly, twisted expression on one’s
face intended to cause laughter: The two children sat at the
table making faces at each other. 2. express annoyance or dis-
approval by one’s facial expression: The leader swung his chair
round ... presumably so he could make faces to the rest of the
orchestra. 3. = do faces I: When I started my training, I was
delighted and excited to find that I could make faces as they
actually are.

See also: make a face / make face.

do good * make good

do good—1. be beneficial (usually with a quantifier): You
could try taking a higher dose of Vitamin C; it might do some
good. 2. help through charitable work: Sometimes I doubt if
she will be as ready to begin doing good again. Cf.: do-
gooder— (derog.) a well-meaning but unrealistic or ineffective
philanthropist (who tries to “do good”): Amateur “do-gooders”
could slip up when certain medical attention was needed.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase do well—1. (Progressive Tense) make a good recovery (from
illness, erc.): She has completed her treatments and is doing
well. 2. become professionally or financially successful: These
are things I did and I did well as a nurse and a nurse’s aide.



do good to someone

3. (followed by Infinitive) be well-advised to act in a particular
way: The corporation will do well to accept the union’s de-
mands.

make good—1. = do well 2: Then she got a job in the hospital
and made good as a nurse. 2. reimburse or refund smth.: If
the article is defective, you should take it back and ask them

to make good.

do good to someone ® do someone good

do good to someone—show kindness or concern by doing
smth. beneficial to a person (usually in religious contexts): Love
God in your heart and do good to all your friends and ene-
mies.

do someone good—1. make smb. feel better; help or benefit
a person: Make everyone who is not asleep get out at every
rest area. The fresh air will do you good. 2. give a person
pleasure or satisfaction: It did me good to watch him sit on
the edge of my bunk and eat biscuits and butter. 3. (followed
by Infinitive) one would be well-advised to act in a particular
way: It will do you good to hear the truth occasionally. I doubt
if you ever heard it at home.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase do someone a good turn— perform an act of kindness or
help a person unselfishly: Why should you do me a good turn?
I never did you one.

See also: do someone well / do well by someone.

do history ® make history

do history—study history (as a major): She does history at
Warwick University, and likes her ivory towers enough to con-
sider postgraduate study.

make history—do smth. which will be recorded in history:
Wright made history with the first manned flight in a heav-
ier-than-air craft.

do it ® make it

do it—1. have a required effect: Again I did not go and
pleaded the same reason. That apparently did it — she stopped
asking me to lunch parties. 2. (euph.) have sex: At sixteen
youre horny enough to get an erection watching two parakeets
do it, let alone humans. 3. (co/l.) make a mess of things; make
a foolish blunder: Oh God! I've done it again. When will I
learn to hold my tongue. 4. (euph.) defecate or urinate: Look
what happened. The dog did it again on the Persian carpet!

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase overdo it—1. overexert oneself: He overdid it last winter
and now evidently stands in need of rest. 2. carry smth. to ex-
cess; do too much: She seemed to be an attractive woman who
overdid it with makeup and clothes.

make it—1. successfully accomplish smth.: The charts
showed we had made it, and big. 2. recover from an illness,
etc.; survive: He's so sick, I don’t think he’ll make it. 3. get to
a particular place, especially in time: Although they got out
late, they made it. 4. = do it 2: Those bedroom eyes were
telling him their owner wanted to make it.

do lunch ® make lunch

do lunch—eat lunch: At midday he did lunch and a round-
table discussion with farmers at the Country House Restau-
rant.

make lunch—prepare lunch: Samantha tugged me towards
the kitchen; on the way she said, “Daddy has made lunch.”

do oné’s block ¢ do the block

do one’s block — (Austral. sl.) become angry or excited: I did
my block — panicked, I reckon youd say.

do the block—(Austral. sl.) take a walk; promenade: The
streets are thronged with handsome women “doing the block.”
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do one’s homework © do one’s housework

do one’s homework —1. said of lessons to be done by a school-
child at home: Your child will be more accepting of doing his
homework when he knows that it must be done at a specific
time. 2. do all the necessary research and preparation for
smth.: Before heading out on her shopping spree she did her
homework and compared suitable cars from all brands.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
learn one’s lesson— profit from experience, especially an unhappy
one: Sure, he had trouble in the past, driving while intoxicated
... but he’s apparently learned his lesson.

do one’s housework—do the work required to keep a house
clean and in order: It wasn’t fit for one to do one’s housework
in nothing but their pajamas.

do one’s money ® make one’s money

do one’s money—(Austral., NZ sl.) lose all one’s money;
spend one’s money completely: Right now I've done my
money, but as soon as I can raise the fare I'll be getting back.

make one’s money—acquire or earn money, especially when
having a good income: Bob did his time in prison and has
kept clean ever since, making his money through gambling.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
coin money— (coll.) gain money rapidly and with ease: For the
last four years he literally coined money.

do one’s thing ® do the other thing

do one’s thing—1. act in a way commonly associated with
the person: It’s quite amusing to listen to him doing his thing
with tourists in the lounge bar. 2. follow one’s own interests
or inclinations: I think, rather, she insists on doing her
thing — what it pleases or suits her to do.

do the other thing— (in the phrase “one can do the other thing”)
is used to express a refusal to bargain or compromise: I couldn’t
have a better home and anybody who doesn't like it can do

the other thing.

do one’s worst ® make the worst of it

do one’s worst—do one’s utmost in evil or mischief: Out of
sheer revenge, he did his worst to blacken her character.

make the worst of it—experience the worst aspect of a situ-
ation: Having married, they immediately proceeded, as if by
mutual consent, to make the worst of it.

See also: have the best of it / make the best of it.

do oneself down ¢ do oneself up

do oneself down— (UK coll.) make oneself ashamed or less
proud of oneself: Remember not to do yourself down — it is
your job to sell yourself, the employer’s job to judge how well
you do this.

do oneself up — (coll.) dress up for the party, etc.; make one-
self more beautiful: After spending two hours putting makeup
on and doing herself up I would hope she does look better.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
make oneself up— (of an actor preparing for the stage, etc.) apply
cosmetics to one’s face: He started as a teenage clown, making
himself up with shaving cream and lipstick.

do oneself well ® do well for oneself

do oneself well—1. provide oneself with comforts, delicacies,
etc.: The old artist always did himself well: he took berths on
the Orient Express, in spite of Connie’s dislike of trains de
luxe.... 2. become professionally or financially successful: The
film was directed by Bruce Beresford ... and with this one I
think he has done himself well.

do well for oneself— = do oneself well 2: When we look
around this shop the outsider may say to himself that George
has done well for himself and is basking in gold.
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do right by someone ® put someone right

do right by someone—treat smb. fairly in moral or legal
terms: I oppose this bill because it does not do right by our
disabled veterans.

put someone right— (also: put someone to rights) 1. make smb.
well again: Since there is nothing wrong with him really, a
placebo will put him right. 2. correct smb.’s ideas or informa-
tion about smth.: His ignorance of the world is not abnormal
for an American ... his advisors will put him right on foreign
affairs.

do someone credit ® give someone credit

do someone credit— (of smb. s action or behavior) add to a per-
son’s reputation (also: do someone honor): Your obvious sincer-
ity does you credit and I may owe you an apology.

give someone credit—1. praise a person for his behavior or
some good quality: He gave my father the real information
and my father always gave him credit. 2. trust a customer to
pay at some future time what he owes: Everybody is eager to
give me credit — I get new credit card offers in the mail all the

time.

do someone honor ¢ do the honors

do someone honor—1. pay deserved tribute to a person:
Twenty heads of state attended the Queen’s coronation to do
her honor. 2. (of smb.’s action or behavior) add to a person’s
reputation (also: do someone credit): Her behavior in such a
difficult situation does her honor.

do the honors—act as the host; serve one’s guests: You do
the honors and pour out the tea while I bring in the cakes.

do someone in the eye ® hit someone in the eye

do someone in the eye—(sl.) cheat or defraud a person: He
handed her a gold chain of curious workmanship. “Unless I've
been done in the eye it’s an old one.”

hit someone in the eye—1. make a strong impact on smb.: I
drove about in a smart red-wheeled coach. Anyhow, it hit my
colleagues badly in the eye. 2. give a person a shock: Modern
young men’s manners now really quite hit you in the eye.

do someone out of something ® outdo someone

do someone out of something— (coll.) 1. cheat smb. out of his
possessions: He set up some kind of business deal with a part-
ner and his partner did him out of most of his money. 2. pre-
vent a person from doing or having smth.: He can tell you a
story for over an hour about how someone did him out of a
job twenty years ago.

outdo someone—do more or better than another person in
performance or action: Prejudiced attitudes motivated Miles
to outdo his classmates and excel as a musician.

do someone proud ® make someone proud

do someone proud—1. treat a person extremely well; extend
lavish hospitality: They always do us proud whenever we go
to have a meal with them. 2. give a person cause for pride;
justify smb.’s pride: Jim’s success in the examinations did his
family proud.

make someone proud— = do someone proud 2: Perhaps a sud-

den tract of good fortune would have made me too proud.

do someone up ® make someone up

do someone up —(coll.) 1. make a person look attractive; dress
smb. up for the party, etc.: It’s not the actress herself 'm calling
unattractive, but the way they “did her up.” 2. get the better
of smb.; ruin a person financially: There was a pleasure in
doing up a debtor which none but a creditor could know. 3.
(UK, usually Passive) wear out a person: We have been working
continuously now.... The stretcher-bearers are done up com-

pletely.

do something up

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase do someone down— (UK coll.) 1. defear smb. (often by
unfair means): Mr. Stothard was using the Times to advance
his own interests and do down his enemy. 2. speak ill of a per-
son: No doubt the whispering voices praised him to the heav-
ens while also doing down his opponents.

make someone up —(of an actor, etc.) apply cosmetics to a
person’s face: The General was close upon eighty; but he was
“made up” to represent a gentleman of about forty.

do someone well * do well by someone

do someone well—1. (of a hotel, etc.) provide a high quality
service: Kensington is only a small place, they do you well
there, and it’s always full.... 2. (followed by Infinitive) be well-
advised to act in a particular way: It will do you well to learn
these things before you choose a career or job.

do well by someone—treat a person with loving kindness:
Soon after this the boy was transferred to another home, where
a childless couple are trying to do well by him.

See also: do good to someone / do someone good.

do something blindfolded ® do something sight
unseen

do something blindfolded — (also: do something with one’s eyes
closed) do smth. very easily, without much effort: Flying this
thing is so easy I can do it blindfolded!

do something sight unseen —do or make up one’s mind about
smth. without having previously seen it: They bought the
house sight unseen, working out the details by phone and fax.

do something out of hand * put something out of
hand

do something out of hand—do smth. immediately, without
delay or preparation: Newspapers reject this kind of writing
out of hand for fear of offending advertisers.

put something out of hand—accomplish smth.; no longer
deal with smth.: He has been indefatigable ... whereby he has
caused much work to be put out of hand.

do something over ® overdo something

do something over—1. repeat an action; do smth. again: Also,
if I could do the paper over, I would remove the word “con-
troversy.” 2. remodel or redecorate smth.: We ought to keep
this as the spare room and do the nursery over.

overdo something—]1. carry smth. to excess; do too much:
With the zeal of a new convert he overdid matters. 2. cook
food too much: Don’t overdo the meat. When the peppers are
soft, taste the mixture to see if it needs anything.

See also: make over something / make something over.

do something standing on one’s head ® stand on
one’s head doing something

do something standing on one’s head— (coll.) do smth. very
easily or without effort (also: do something on one’s head): The
climb he wanted me to attempt was a simple one. At Cam-
bridge I could have done it standing on my head.

stand on one’s head doing something— (coll.) do everything
possible; do all in one’s power: He stood on his head trying
to explain to her why he was so late, but she still didn’t believe
him.

do something up ® make something up

do something up—1. (of clothes) fasten; button up: You've
done your buttons up the wrong way. 2. wrap smth.: The
presents were all done up in shiny paper and put under the
Christmas tree. 3. (of hair) arrange: Will you help me to do
up my hair? 4. make smth. attractive or improve smth.: We
shall have to do up the house next spring. 5. (of fruit, etc.)



do the dirties with someone

preserve: Mother is doing up some blackberries, so that we
can eat them during the winter.

make something up —1. (of the road) put a bitumen surface
on to make it suitable for traffic: When are the council going
to make up this road? 2. repay a loss of smth.; compensate for
smth.: You must make up the time that you have wasted by
working late tonight. 3. (of a story, excuse, etc.) invent; fabri-
cate: These entertainers make their stories up as they go along.
4. apply cosmetics: He saw Teddy approach the clown, Diaz,
who sat on his trunk making up his face. 5. constitute smth.:
What are the qualities that should make up a man’s character?
6. put smth. together; complete a set of items: The train is
made up but is not yet ready to start. 7. fulfill a written order
or prescription: The chemist is still making up the order, and
says it will be ready in an hour.

do the dirties with someone ® do the dirty on
someone

do the dirties with someone— (sl.) have sex with a person:
You just dont understand that Sean and I are just friends. I
don’t plan on doing the dirties with him.

do the dirty on someone—(coll.) do smth. bad and unfair to
a person (also: do dirt to someone): The Germans have been
“doing the dirty” on us by donning khaki and kilts to approach
our trenches.

do the dishes ® make the dishes

do the dishes—1. (U.S.) wash the plates, etc. after a meal:
Why am I always the one who has to do the dishes? 2. cook
meals: They also wanted to know how to do these dishes them-
selves. That’s what started her small cooking studio.

make the dishes—do the dishes 2: The women teach their
students how to make the dishes they have been eating for
generations.

do the room ® make room

do the room—1. clean the room: At this studio there is a
femme de menage that does your room. 2. (also: do up the
room) decorate or furnish the room: The paper-hanger who
did this room, has done it very well.

make room —allow enough free space: She had moved both
cups off the tray to make room for her breakfast things.

do the trick ® make the trick

do the trick —1. perform a clever or skilful action to entertain
people: When you do a trick, you know you've got it when
you do it in front of all those people. 2. accomplish one’s pur-
pose; achieve the desired result: One more turn of the driver
should do the trick.

make the trick—gain a point in a single round of a card-
game: The play is just like other trick-taking games — the
player who made the previous trick starts the next one.

do the washing ¢ do the washing-up
do the washing—wash dirty clothes, sheets, etc.: Women do
the washing and ironing in about four-fifths of households.
do the washing-up —wash the plates, etc. after a meal: A few
tips for those who do the washing-up by hand: soak the dishes
before you wash them...

do time ® make time

do time— (coll.) serve a sentence of imprisonment: Our story
is about a man who did time for drug dealing and lost custody
of his two kids. Cf.: do easy time—(coll.) serve a short prison
term: John Murdoch is doing easy time in a minimum security
jail dubbed a “holiday camp.”

make time—1. (coll.) flirt with a girl; make romantic ad-
vances: At another table two young men were trying to make
time with some Mexican girls. 2. (also: make good time) ac-

-102 -

complish a distance in a short time; travel fast: They were on
a straight stretch of road now and were making time.

do up * make up

do up — (of clothes) fasten; button up: This dress does up at
the back with pink buttons.

make up — (also: make oneself up) apply cosmetics: The actors
were making up when we arrived.

do well in something ® do well out of something

do well in something—perform well in a subject: So, because
I liked science, I did well in physics. Cf.: do badly in some-
thing— perform unsatisfactorily in a subject: Students who did
badly in the exam needed more practice.

do well out of something—benefit from smth.; make a good
profit from a sale, etc.: Like the arms dealers who did well out
of the war, some have seen their fortunes improve beyond
their wildest dreams.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
make good on something—1. successfully accomplish smth.: He
took advantage of the guard’s attention being distracted to
make good on his escape. 2. fulfill a promise: The only person
who has made good on his promise is Pierre Salinger, former

press secretary to President Kennedy.

do with something ® make with something

do with something— (also: make do with something) accept
smth. although it is not quite satisfactory: If we can’t afford
meat we shall have to do with fish.

make with something — (s|.) hand smth. over; deliver or pro-
duce smth.: When are you going to make with the music,
man?

do without something ® go without something

do without something—dispense with smth.; manage in spite
of not having smth.: Many Victorian households did without
a bathroom altogether.

o without something—not have (and suffer the absence of )
smth.: Schools have procedures to ensure students do not go
without lunch.

do you want a bet ® you bet

do you want a bet—an emphatic way of saying that what has
been stated is wrong: “You'll wind up in the hospital,” Claude
said. “Do you want a bet?”

you bet— (also: I bet) an emphatic way of saying “certainly,”
“of course”: “Can you handle this outfit?” “You bet,” said the
scout.

doctor’s orders © just what the doctor ordered
doctor’s orders—said of smth. that one is strongly advised to
do or of an order which cannot be evaded: No one will be ad-
mitted. “Doctor’s orders,” they will be told.
Just what the doctor ordered—that’s exactly what is wanted
or needed: The waiter brought her a drink. “Just what the
doctor ordered,” she said, smiling at him.

dog and pony show ® show pony

dog and pony show—an elaborate presentation of a new
product, program, etc. designed to impress an audience: They
did a “dog and pony show” for all the faculty and handed out
a survey to gauge interest.

show pony— (UK coll.) an attractive fashionable person, es-
pecially a performer who enjoys being in the limelight: While
on tour, he was the target of an infamous comment from Ge-

offrey who alleged that Cork was a “show pony.”

dog days, the © three dog nights
dog days, the— (also: dog days of summer, the) the hot, sultry
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period of summer (between early July and early September):
During the dog days, air-conditioners are running full-time.
Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase dog’s life— a wretched unpleasant existence: I never knew
a sailor yet who wouldn’t tell you sailoring was a dog’s life.
three dog nights— (sl.) very cold nights: We had a lot of three
dog nights this winter before they got the heat going to the

second floor.

dog-house * dog’s home

dog-house—1. a dog kennel: Heidi the rottweiler was in the
doghouse yesterday after she stopped firemen reaching a
kitchen blaze. 2. (s/.) bass viol: You will not find the language
which was attached to jazz in the first spate of magazine arti-
cles — no “dog-house” for bass. 3. a small structure of a shape
suggesting a kennel: Some detail can be added to the super-
structure of the yachts, such as the coach roofs, doghouse and
hatch covers.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase cat house—(sl.) a brothel; a house of prostitution: How
many cat houses do you suppose there are in this town?

dog’s home —(also: dogs home) an establishment where dogs
are kept and looked after: Many dogs are now in the caring
hands of staff at the Battersea Dogs Home, but they still have
to find a permanent home.

dog Latin ® pig Latin

dog Latin—bad or inferior Latin: They [speeches] are chiefly
made up of extracts from the common school collection ...
sprinkled with scraps of dog Latin.

pig Latin—a jargon formed by rearranging the syllables in
a word: The great thing about speaking pig Latin is that it’s
not simply a question of learning a new vocabulary.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
thieves’ Latin— (arch.) the cant of thieves: 1 ... saw a light in-
side, and heard two words of thieves’ Latin.

dog man ¢ hot dog man

dog man—1. a man in charge of dogs: It is an error of mod-
ern dog men to wean puppies too soon. 2. (also: dog person) a
man who is characterized by a preference or liking for dogs: I
do not particularly care for cats — more of a dog man.

hot dog man—a man selling hot sausages (enclosed in a
bread roll): The hot dog man parked his cart outside the school
at lunch time.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
compound hotdogger— (sl.) a person who performs showy, often
dangerous stunts in a sport: We noticed that almost every wave
carried a hot-dogger performing tricks.

dog salmon ° dogfish

dog salmon —a salmon of Western North America (On-
corhynchus keta): The meat of the dog salmon is palatable when
fresh or smoked.

dogfish—1. various small sharks, chiefly of the family Squal-
idae, of Atlantic and Pacific coastal waters: The spiny dogfish
shark travels in packs. 2. a bony freshwater fish (Amia calva)
of central and eastern North America: The fish known to be
called a dogfish does not occur in these northern waters.

dog show ¢ dog’s show

dog show—a display of dogs: There has been a mania for
shows; we have had dog shows, donkey shows, and last, not
least, horse shows.

dog’s show— (coll., usually negat.) the poorest chance: Ana-
lysts will discover whether or not this coup has even a dog’s
show of succeeding.

doggone ° gone to the dogs
doggone—(coll.) 1. extremely (used as an intensifier): You

don’t ask

don’t expect these tools to be perfect ... but the price is dog-
gone good! 2. (in the phrase “I'll be doggone”) used as an excla-
mation of annoyance: I'll be doggone if I am going to stand
in the path of small businesses.

gone to the dogs— (coll.) ruined or in very poor condition: If
politicians are allowed to decide what is right, the future of

science is gone to the dogs.

dog’s body * dogsbody

dog’s body—1. the complete material structure of a dog: A
general knowledge of your dog’s body and how it functions
will prove helpful in his daily care. 2. the physical remains of
a dead dog: The dog’s body remained floating in the canal
waters over the weekend.

dogsbody— (coll.) a person who carries out menial tasks for
others: I was a sort of general dogsbody to begin with — assis-
tant stage-manager, and what have you.

dog’s dinner ® duck’s dinner

dog’s dinner — (sl.) an untidy mess; a distasteful combination
(also: dog’s breakfast): North End is a dog’s dinner of hovels,
dives and drinking dens.

duck’s dinner — (Austral. sl.) no dinner at all; a drink of
water, with nothing to eat: “Make sure he has more than
duck’s dinner, okay?” “What?” “He should eat.”

dog’s ear © pig’s ear

dog’s ear—a corner of a page turned down to serve as a
book-mark: The book was well-thumbed, with dog’s ears and
little slips of paper in it.

pig’s ear—(coll., in the phrase “make a pig’s ear of something”)
make a mess of smth.; do a task badly: “I've made a real pig’s
ear of it, haven’t I?” said Basil, with an attempt at lightness.

domestic animals ® domesticated animals

domestic animals—animals kept by or living with man on a
farm, etc.: The origin of most of our domestic animals will
probably for ever remain vague.

domesticated animals —wild animals tamed to live with hu-
mans: On this website you will learn how to take care of pets
and domesticated animals.

Dominica ® Dominican Republic

Dominica—a country on the island of Dominica of the east-
ern Caribbean between Guadeloupe and Martinique: Do-
minica has a two-party system, which means that there are
two dominant political parties.

Dominican Republic—a country of the West Indies on the
eastern part of the island of Hispaniola: She worked for ten
years in the Dominican Republic in judicial reform programs.

done like a dog’s dinner ® done up like a dog’s
dinner

done like a dog’s dinner—(sl.) completely and utterly de-
feated (also: done like a dinner): Whatever possessed her to
play tennis against Sue? She was done like a dog’s dinner.

done up like a dog’s dinner— (sl.) dressed in an ostentatiously
flashy manner (also: dressed up like a dog’s dinner): Ask her
where she’s been all afternoon, done up like a dog’s dinner

and missing for hours.

don’t ask ¢ don’t ask me

don’t ask—is used to say that the answer is so depressing
one wouldn’t even want to hear it: How did we do in the
bridge tournament? Don’t ask!

don't ask me—is used to tell a person that one does not know
the answer: She has decided to dye her hair bright green, don’t
ask me why.



don’t even think of it

don’t even think of it ® don’t give it a thought

dont even think of it—don’t even let such an idea occur to
you; don’t even consider such a possibility: With high summer
temperatures, you'll need to be drinking water constantly.
Drugs: Don't even think of it.

dont give it a thought— (also: don’t give it a second thought) 1.
let that not worry you: I was eating regular food within five
days after surgery. So, don’t give it a thought! 2. is used to in-
dicate that thanks are unnecessary: “Thank you very much
for all your help!” “Please don’t give it a thought!” 3. is used
as a polite way of accepting apology: “I'm sorry that I treated

you mean today.” “Oh, don’t give it a thought.”

don’t give up the day job © give something up as a
bad job

don't give up the day job—is used to humorously tell a person
that he could not do smth. professionally: Your English is fine
for getting by in a conversation, but as for writing English
(far less translating): don’t give up the day job.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase don’t give up the ship— used to tell a person not to sur-
render and keep on trying or working on smth. till he gets it right:
Keep up the good work and don’t give up the ship, just yet.
There is light at the end of the tunnel!

give something up as a bad job—stop doing smth. because
one does not feel it is worth continuing; acknowledge that
one has no hope of success: I tried to make him see things as
I did, but when this effort failed, I gave it up as a bad job.

don’t knock yourself out ® knock yourself out

don't knock yourself out— (coll.) 1. don’t overexert yourself in
an effort to accomplish smth.: Don’t knock yourself out trying
to track down your child’s allergies unless they truly are per-
sistent. 2. (ronic) don’t overexert yourself in doing smth. that
does not require much effort: “Well, don’t knock yourself out
to say something, Sarah,” he said. His tone was teasing, but
his eyes were not.

knock yourself our—(s.) go ahead; do as you please (usually
in answer to a proposal a person is not happy with): If you want
to make hotel and airline and car reservations and take care
of everything, well, then, knock yourself out.

don’t mention it ® don’t talk to me about it

dont mention it—is used to indicate that thanks or apology
are unnecessary: | wanted to apologize for not having known
him in the garden. “Don’t mention it,” he enjoined me ea-
gerly.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase don’t mention the war—(UK) dont speak abour
things that could cause an argument or tension: In today’s world
of “don’t mention the war” or say anything to upset the Eu-
ropean Union, I really did believe these great little reads had
long disappeared.

b) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the phrase
never tell me— (also: dont tell me) used to emphatically express
incredulity or disappointment: “Rosalie, never tell me you've
been talking about Alexi this whole time!” “Why, yes,” said
Rosalie in dismay.

dont talk to me abour it—is used as an exclamation against
discussing smth.: If you want to know more, read a book, or
talk to Sharon or Allison. Just don’t talk to me about it any-
more.

See also: dont tell me / say no more.

don’t sweat it ® don’t sweat the small stuff

dont sweat it—(U.S. sl.) don’t worry: Don’t sweat it! We've
got plenty of time to get there before the show starts.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase no sweat— (5l.) used to say that one can do smth. with no
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difficulty or problem: “Do you think you'll be able to manage
all those boxes yourself?” “Yeah, no sweat!”

dont sweat the small stuff —(U.S. sl.) don’t worry about
things that are not important: You may have heard the phrase
don’t sweat the small stuff. The person that said that wasn't
selling his home.

don’t tell me ® say no more

don't tell me— (also: never tell me) is used to express in-
credulity, disappointment, or dismay: “Don’t tell me we've got
to go through that again,” said one executive member in an
audible groan.

say no more—you need not add anything (said when in the
course of a conversation one party communicates his total under-
standing of smth.): I hadn’t thought much about this post, ac-
tually, as a piece of writing. But say no more: I know well
enough not to argue with such a lovely woman.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase it goes without saying— it is too obvious or well known:
It goes without saying that a good first impression is critical.

See also: dont mention it / don’ talk to me about it.

don’t you forget it © forget it

don't you forger it—an admonitory phrase used after a state-
ment to emphasize the idea: If it wasn’t for them, we wouldn’t
have all this, and don’t you forget it.

forget it— (imper.) 1. take no more notice of it; don't mention
it: “What do I owe you for lunch?” “Forget it.” 2. don’t even
think about it: If you’re expecting a description of what those
thugs did to us, please forget it.

door holder ® doorkeeper

door holder—a device for holding a door open: Babyproof
your home by using door stops and door holders to make it
safer for your baby.

door keeper —a man who stands at the door of an establish-
ment and admits only those qualified to enter: We inquired
of the door-keeper, whereupon a woman came out to see us.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
compound gatekeeper—1. a guard who tends a gate: The recep-
tionist finally gave the OK for the door to be opened by the
gatekeeper. 2. a person or group that controls access to smb. or
smth.: As our representative, they serve as our “gatekeeper” in
controlling the flood of information from the various media
organizations.

dot one’s i’s and cross one’s t's ® mind one’s p’s and
qs

dot one’s i’s and cross one’s t’s— (also: dot the i’s and cross the
ts) be very thorough; pay attention to small details: When
you do an investigation of somebody very prominent, make
sure you dot your i’s and cross your ts.

mind one’s p’s and q’s—Dbe careful of one’s actions and be-
havior; act and speak correctly: You'll have to mind your p’s
and ¢’s if you want to be invited there again.

double as someone ® double for someone
double as someone— (of an actor) act the part of two charac-
ters in the same play: Peck doubled as the hearty Yorkshireman
and the sinister Sir Mulberry Hawk in “Nicholas Nickleby.”
double for someone—act as a replacement for a person who

is ill, on holiday, etc.: I was just a stuntman on the film, but
I doubled for the head villain himself, Mr. Suzuki.

double bed ¢ twin bed

double bed—a bed for two people: Each room sleeps two in
a double bed, and we can provide a camp bed at additional
cost.

twin bed—one of a matching pair of single beds: Students



-105 -

are assigned to single gender bedrooms with a twin bed for
each occupant.

double-decker ® twin-deck

double-decker—1. a bus with an upper level: Ride the bus
just to say you rode a double decker, but stick to the Tube for
speed and ease of use. 2. a sandwich with two layers of filling:
He was clearly more interested in eating a double decker and
didn’t even have the decency to ask my name.

twin-deck—1. part of a music center with two cassette or
CD recorders in it: Make your own recordings with this twin
deck CD recorder. 2. (attrib.) is used of aircraft that have an
upper and a lower deck: This twin-deck aircraft will carry
more than 500 passengers in a three-class configuration.

double room ¢ twin room
double room —a room in a hotel, etc. with a double bed for
two people: The accusations were based on evidence that the
couple traveled to Wildwood where they rented a double room.
twin room —a room in a hotel, etc. with twin beds for two
people: In the event of a double room not being available in
your hotel, a twin room will be allocated.

double time © two time

double time—a much faster rate than specified or previously
used: Time was when this old heart would have throbbed in
double-time at the sight of such a fairy form!

two time— (attrib.) 1. is used of smth. that has happened
twice (often in sports contexts): John Barnes was quick to down-
play any worries about his two-time championship team. 2.
said of an unfaithful or treacherous person: Rob was planning
to defend a two-time crook being charged with conspiracy to
murder.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with its
formal French counterpart deux temps—a kind of waltz, more
rapid than the ordinary: The few people that were there were
dancing the trois temps— one is only allowed to dance the deux
temps when the Empress is there.

doublespeak ® speak with a double tongue

doublespeak — (also: doubletalk) use deliberately imprecise,
ambiguous language to disguise the actual meaning: Charac-
terizing Godsey as a “word craftsman” in his responses to the
committee’s probes, the report said, “...he has masterfully
doublespoken in many instances.”

speak with a double tongue—said of a speech characterized
by duplicity, hypocrisy, and double standard: Sandra really
bungled it when she spoke with a double tongue on the subject

of affirmative action, or racial preferences.

down and out ® up and out

down and our—1. said of a person without means of liveli-
hood: “You've never been down and out, I imagine, Mr.
Forsyte?” “No,” answered Soames. 2. (of business, etc.) lacking
resources or prospects: The local housing industry is down
and out. Cf:: down but not out— said of smb. who is down on
his luck or suffered a serious setback but feels hopeful: Though
analysts feel that Khin Nyunt is down but not out, as of now
the chances of his return to power are not bright.

up and out—(UK) convalescent; no longer in bed: There
was Phyllis to help me recoup and now I am up and out again
getting into trouble just like before.

down below ® down under

down below—1. in a lower part of a building, ship, etc.:
Someone was with me and we proceeded to open the hatch to
the flooded compartment down below. 2. under the ocean or
sea: Wherever there’s a lot of seaweed at the surface, you will

probably find some sort of big fish down below.

down on something

down under— (coll.) said of Australia or New Zealand: The
last time I was Down Under was ten years ago. It was my sec-
ond visit to Australia.

See also: down here / here below.

down for the count ® out for the count

down for the count—1. (of a boxer) knocked down and unable
to get back up for the count of ten: West went down for the
count, lying motionless on the floor. 2. soundly defeated: The
conservatives appeared to be down for the count. Yesterday
they failed to win a vote of no confidence.

out for the count—1. = down for the count I: Now that Nu-
ruddin is within punching distance, he’ll put him out for the
count. 2. = down for the count 2: Diversity and multi-cultur-
alism are by no means out for the count in the School of Public
Health. 3. unconscious: I was out for the count. Before I lost
complete state of consciousness, I felt my cell phone slipping
out of my hand. 4. very fast asleep: I knew the children were
tired. Look at them. They are both out for the count.

down here © here below

down here—1. in the place where we are right now: The
weather affects how we think, move, and feel. Talking about
the weather, it is hot and dry down here. 2. is used of a place
which lies more to the south: If you're planning on taking your
yacht to the Bahamas, something we do regularly down here
in Florida, here’s some advice. 3. at the foot of the page; later
in an article, etc.: Write down here goals that you would like
to tackle. Start with the easiest first and tick off any activity
you achieve.

here below —1. = down here 3: We give here below the list of
all the points that must be mandatory checked when purchas-
ing this product. 2. (/iter.) here on Earth: I might have a confi-
dential fit of laughter with you over this melodramatic life
which has been appointed me to live here below.

See also: down below / down under.

down low * low down

down low—1. (coll.) secret or private: Their eye contact
seems to indicate that there may have been a little down low
action going on between the two. 2. (s/.) is used of married
men who secretly engage in homosexual activities: Some down
low men consider themselves monogamous if they only sleep
with one man.

low down—1. despicable; deserving of contempt or scorn:
Only low-down cowards post under other people’s names. If
you don’t have the guts to post something under your own
name, don’t even bother. 2. gloomy; depressed: Sellman was
definitely in a low down mood today. He made a mess with
the police, his clients and his family. 3. (Jazz) blues or pop
music that has a very strong, repeated bass part: He allowed
Handy to pursue it only if he didn’t get involved in what his
parents called “that low-down” music — ragtime and blues.

down on someone ® down to someone

down on someone—(coll.) expressing strong disapproval of
smb.; reprimanding a person severely: “They’re down on her
for some reason or other,” he told himself. “Angry, most likely,
because she’s hung on to her boy.”

down to someone—being the responsibility of smb.; being
incumbent upon a person: You need to be a good communi-
cator to get your business vision across. Remember the success
of your business is down to you.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase up to someone— = down to someone: The success of
your business is up to you, your efforts and your commit-
ment.

down on something ® up on something
down on something—showing dislike or hostility toward



down someone’s street

smth.: Lots of people were very down on the idea of paying
for products that they aren’t using.

up on something—well informed or up-to-date about smth.:
Most of the psychiatrists in this country are not up on the lat-
est medications available.

down someone’s street ® up someone’s street

down someone’s street— (coll., also: down someone’s alley)
within smb.’s competence or interest: The historical line of
inquiry is outside your scope, but the analysis of the book is
right down your street.

up someone’s street— (also: up someone’s alley) = down someone’s
street: A great many of the books published today are, as the

saying is, right up her street.

down-to-date ® up-to-date

down-to-date—present-day; contemporary: The down-to-
date traveler discovered that without the aid of airplanes it
was only just possible to equal Fogg’s record.

up-to-date— = down-to-date: The Abbey was innocent of
anything so up to date as central heating.

down to earth ¢ down to the ground

down to earth—pragmatic; realistic: The committee will in-
clude some down-to-earth people who know something about
what goes on.

down to the ground— (coll.) 1. thoroughly; completely: He
looks as if he could be trusted down to the ground. 2. said of
smth. that is very typical of a person: He made some rude re-
marks, but then that’s Bill down to the ground.

down-turn ® turn-down

down-turn—a decline, especially in economic or business
activity: The economy has already demonstrated that it can
suffer a mild downturn in manufacturing.

turn-down —1. the turned-down part of smth.: I showed
him the turn-down, only the turn-down, of your note. 2. said
of the action of rejecting: I look back on that period of sour
welcome and curt turn-down with feelings I cannot express.
3. (U.S.) smb. who is rejected, especially as unfit for military
service: We've gotten a lot of turndowns, yeah; but we've got-
ten guys who're willing, too. 4. = down-turn: How far Amer-
icans could continue running up debts during an economic
turndown was not clear.

drag one’s feet ® drag one’s foot

drag one’s feet— (also: drag one’s heels) delay doing smth. or
doing it very slowly: It’s quite clear that the Government have
been dragging their feet over this bill.

drag one’s foot—let one’s foot touch the ground and be pulled
along as one moves: George limped back toward the cabin,
dragging his foot along the ground.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
nominal compound foot-dragging— deliberate slowness or delay:
Parliamentarians again expressed concern over foot-dragging
on legislative changes.

See also: pull foor / pull someone’s leg.

drama school ® play school

drama school—a college which specializes in the teaching of
acting: Known as a major drama school, The New School for
Drama provides a theatrical education for those choosing a
career in acting.

play school—school for children under five: Ryan attends a
play school two days a week and will likely be attending pre-
school later this year.

draw a veil over something ® veil something
draw a veil over something— (also: throw a veil over some-
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thing) refrain from discussing smth.; be secretive about smth.:
Let us draw a veil over the rest of the episode.

veil something —disguise or obscure smth. so as to hide the
real nature of it: The book wveils its critique of authoritarian
politics in a fairy tale setting.

draw away © draw off

draw away—1. move off; move away: The crowd cheered as
the ship drew slowly away. 2. move ahead of competitors (in
arace): The best runner was beginning to draw away. 3. isolate
oneself socially: She has drawn away lately and we can’t find
out why.

draw off—1. = draw away I: The ships drew off at sunset,
but celebrated the expected victory by blowing trumpets. 2.
(of troops) retreat; withdraw: The army drew off to await fresh
developments elsewhere.

draw in one’s claws ® draw in one’s horns

draw in one’s claws— (also: pull in one’s claws) be less hostile
and aggressive: They have drawn in their claws, and have be-
come innocent and demure.... The intolerant bigotry of the
dark ages is seemingly renounced.

draw in one’s horns— (also: pull in one’s horns) be less keen
or active, and more careful: Nor is there any reason to think
that Tyson has learned to draw in his horns where women are
concerned.

draw out © pull out

draw out—1. (of troops) march out of camp or quarters: The
enthusiastic troops drew out in formidable strength beneath
the holy banner. 2. (of 2 vehicle) move across traffic: Suddenly
the car in front of us drew out and nearly caused an accident.
3. extend in length; become longer: The days are now begin-
ning to draw out. 4. (Racing) get gradually farther ahead: The
favorite drew out and won by two lengths.

pull our—1. leave a place; move out: We reached the station
too late just as the train was pulling out. 2. = draw out 2: The
car in front pulled out to overtake just as I was about to over-
take it. 3. (of troops) move away; withdraw: Troops are pulling
out of these troubled areas. 4. extricate oneself from an unfa-
vorable condition: He’s been dogged by failure for years; now
he’s working strenuously to pull out. 5. withdraw from an un-
dertaking: He knows if he keeps his money in the business he
will lose it, so he has pulled out.

draw someone in ® pull someone in

draw someone in—1. (of an actor, performance, etc.) attract
the public: This play always drew in large crowds. 2. persuade
a person to participate; involve smb.: It’s your private quarrel,
don’t try to draw me in.

pull someone in—1. = draw someone in I: Its unusual menu,
prompt service and excellent location is pulling the crowds
in. 2. = draw someone in 2: Against my better judgment, I got
pulled in to help with the school concert again. 3. (of an of
fender or a suspect) arrest; detain: When I put a person under
house arrest and she breaks it, I pull her in.

draw someone out ® pull someone out

draw someone out—encourage a person to talk about one’s
private thoughts: Mary is very quiet; try to draw her out at
the party.

pull someone out—cause smb. to regain cheerfulness or good
health: You're feeling low because you're overtired; a good hol-

iday will pull you out.

draw something in ¢ pull something in

draw something in—1. bring smth. in by pulling: When the
fisherman drew in his net he found in it a remarkable fish. 2.
(of air) breathe in; inhale: Draw in a deep breath and let it
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out slowly. 3. (of a piece of clothing) draw tight or cause to
shrink: This billowing dress can be drawn in by adding a belt.
4. (of spending) reduce: If prices continue to rise, we shall have
to draw in our spending even further.

pull something in—1. = draw something in I: He ran out of
worms so after a while he pulled in his fishing line and walked
away. 2. (of an animal) control; restrain: Your horse is trying
to go too fast; you must pull him in. 3. (¢co/l.) earn money:
You can pull in over 6,000 a year at that factory. 4. = draw
something in 4: You now have to pull in your spending some-
how.

draw something out ® pull something out

draw something out—1. take smth. out; remove smth.: He
put his hand in the drawer, and drew out a gun. 2. stretch
smth.: Draw out the wire until it is very thin. 3. lengthen or
prolong smth.: The politician drew out his speech to almost
two hours. 4. take money from a bank account: I shall have
to draw out some more money to pay all these people. 5. for-
mulate a plan, program, etc.: The committee drew out a plan
for the reorganization.

pull something out—1. = draw something out I: Before I could
see what he was doing, he had pulled out a gun. 2. = draw
something out 2: The wool from the sheep has to be pulled out
until it forms a thread. 3. produce particular facts, ideas, or
an answer: I hope you can pull out a better answer before the
end of the meeting.

draw something up ® pull something up

draw something up —1. move smth. by pulling forward: The
boat was drawn up and made fast at the landing. 2. (of 2
bridge) lift at one end so as to prevent passage over it or allow
passage through the channel which it crosses: The gate was
shut, the bridge was drawn up. 3. (of @ vehicle) bring to a stop;
place close to a building: A van was drawn up on a path out-
side the door. 4. formulate a plan, program, etc.: The report
was drawn up by men who had the means of knowing the
truth.

pull something up—1. (of weeds) take out of the ground:
You'll find my mother in the garden as usual, pulling up un-
wanted plants. 2. = draw something up I: The only mark that
was left behind by Angus was the mark where he pulled his
boat up on to the shore. 3. = draw something up 2: A few min-
utes later, Rupert crossed the drawbridge and it was pulled
up. 4. = draw something up 3: He had pulled his car up to a
gentle stop, swung sideways in his seat, and looked at the
cottage. 5. (coll.) improve smth.: You'll have to pull up your
English to a higher standard if you want to pass the examina-
tion.

draw the badger ® overdraw one’s badger

draw the badger—provoke a person to reveal his thoughts,
etc.: The Parnellite taunts regarding Balfour’s indifference have
at last drawn the badger.

overdraw one’s badger—(dated sl., in humorous reference to
the above) overdraw one’s banking account: His checks no

longer drew the cash.... He had overdrawn his badger.

draw the curtain over something ® ring down the
curtain on something

draw the curtain over something— (also: draw the curtain on
something) refrain from discussing smth.; be secretive about
smth.: The current leader has been trying to draw the curtain
over the events of the past decade.

ring down the curtain on something— (also: bring down the
curtain on something) cause an activity, business, etc. to come
to an end: Very shortly, school bells will ring down the curtain

on the final term of the millennium.

drive someone to the wall

draw the line at something ® draw the line under
something

draw the line at something—refuse to do smth. because it is
more than one is prepared to do: I draw the line at nappy-
changing, not because I am a man but because I don’t like
surprises of that nature.

draw the line under something—try to forget about a bad
situation, etc., so that one can start again: Vicky and I agreed
to draw the line under our disagreements and try to look to-
wards our future together.

dreamlike air ® dreamy air

dreamlike air—is used to describe smth. that seems illusory
or unreal: The fortress retains the dreamlike air of a fairytale
castle that one might read of in a historical romance.

dreamy air—is used of the facial expression of smb. whose
thoughts are far away: He appeared to be a quiet and shy red-
head with the dreamy air of a poet.

dress someone down ® dress someone up

dress someone down —1. make smb. wear informal clothes for
an occasion: Craig was dressed up in a Brioni suit, and what
would be the point of that if they were to dress him down for
the movie? 2. (coll.) scold or reprimand a person: Well, I let
Chris have it, dressing him down for his beard! Needless to
say, I lost a friend.

dress someone up—1. dress smb. formally; make a person
wear his best clothes: Mr. Wilde procured the boy a suit of
clothes to dress him up like a gentleman’s son. 2. make smb.
wear fancy clothing; disguise a person: I dressed her up as a
doctor and painstakingly made her rehearse lines for the fancy
dress competition at school.

dressing table © kitchen dresser

dressing table—a low table with a mirror at which one sits
while dressing, applying makeup, etc.: The following day, in
the late afternoon, she'd been sitting in front of her dressing-
table rearranging her jewellery in its box...

kitchen dresser—a tall piece of furniture with cupboards
below and shelves on the top half: Last bank holiday found
me on my knees, clearing out the cupboards in the kitchen
dresser, a ritual to which I return every five years or so.

dried bread ¢ dry bread

dried bread—bread that has lost all the water in it: My
worldly goods are a knapsack with some dried bread in it, and
in my breast-pocket a Bible.

dry bread—bread which is plain and not covered with butter
or jam: He managed to swallow a little soup and dry bread.

drink hard e drink hard liquor

drink hard— (also: drink heavily) indulge in alcohol to ex-
cess: Jimmy Muir is a typical factory worker who drinks hard
and lacks any kind of respect for authority.

drink hard liqguor —consume strong alcoholic beverages (in
preference over wine or beer): My boyfriend acts like an ass
regardless of what he drinks although he truly believes that he
only acts out when he drinks hard liquor.

drive someone to the wall ¢ drive someone up the
wall

drive someone to the wall—push a person to the last extrem-
ity: He complained that the company was being driven to the
wall by the workers” demands for higher wages.

drive someone up the wall—make smb. very angry or men-
tally confused: Someone is running a jackhammer outside of
my office and it’s driving me up the wall.




driver’s license

driver’s license ® driver’s permit

driver’s license—(also: driving license) a document which
states that a person may operate a motorized vehicle: I was
forced to produce my driver’s license and all other identifica-
tion I had on me.

driver’s permit—(U.S.) provisional license for the learner
drivers (2o drive they must be accompanied by smb. with a driver’s
license): 1 was up early so that Heidi could go on a field trip.
She still has a driver’s permit and so I needed to go with her
on the drive.

driving test ® test drive

driving test—an examination of a person’s ability to drive a
car: What is wanted is a more radical reform in the driving
test calculated to lift the standard of roadcraft.

test drive—a drive in a car one thinks of buying, etc. to
judge its qualities: Before signing a satisfaction note inspect
the vehicle carefully and, if possible, take it for a test drive.

drop a bomb ¢ drop bombs

drop a bomb— (also: drop the bomb) create a sensation: Mac-
intosh users have been waiting for a fast, stable, operating sys-
tem. Apple has really dropped the bomb in this area.

drop bombs— (Jazz drummers) place accents in music using
the foot pedal of a bass drum: Joe Jones? He was the first
drummer to drop bombs.

drop a bundle ¢ drop one’s bundle

drop a bundle— (sl.) lose or spend a large amount of money:
Over the years, I've dropped a bundle on clients at that restau-
rant. Cf.: make a bundle— (sl.) make a lot of money: If someone
had helped you get started like that, you'd have made a bundle
on the stock market too.

drop one’s bundle—(Austral., NZ sl.) 1. lose nerve; give up
hope: Meg has had enough. Feeling unappreciated she drops
her bundle and demands a few days off. 2. (of @ woman) give
birth: She’ll switch between jobs, pay off her mortgage, maybe
drop her bundle, and be hell-bent on a comfortable retire-

ment...

drop a dime ® penny drops, the

drop a dime—(U.S. sl.) give information about a person
or a situation discreetly (making a phone call): You'd better
tell her the truth —someone’s bound to drop a dime if you
lie.

penny drops, the— (UK coll.) said when a person finally un-

derstands smth.: I sat and thought for a moment and then the

penny dropped.

drop a hint ¢ give a hint

drop a hint—give a slight or indirect indication or sugges-
tion: I'll just drop her a hint not to be surprised at anything
she sees.

give a hint—1. = drop a hint: She gave him a hint that she
would like him to leave. 2. (of things) foretell the coming of
smth.; be the harbinger: A small black cloud gave a hint of a
coming storm.

drop back ¢ drop behind

drop back—1. fail to maintain one’s position; be outstripped:
The early leaders drop back and allow others to make the run-
ning. 2. go down; decrease: The unemployment figures
dropped back last month.

drop behind—1. = drop back I: Don’t drop behind now, just
when you're doing so well. 2. fail to maintain a schedule of
payments, etc.: If your payments of rent drop behind, you
will be asked to leave.

See also: back drop / backdrop.
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drop dead ° drop-dead

drop dead —(5l.) is used as an exclamation of annoyance di-
rected at a person: When Tim’s wife heard this she said: “Tell
him to just drop dead!”

drop-dead—(sl.) extremely; in a spectacular way: Thank
you so much Garcelle for being so drop-dead beautiful, lovely,
and talented.

drop down ¢ fall down

drop down—1. come down suddenly: I heard a noise from
the well and saw that the cat had dropped down. 2. bend
downwards; sink down: When they saw the pursuers they
dropped down to take cover. 3. (coll.) pay an unexpected
visit: Let’s drop down to his summer home and see if he’s
there.

fall down—1. = drop down I: The hunter fired and the deer
fell down dead. 2. (of @ building, etc.) collapse: The steel scaf-
folding fell down and narrowly missed a couple of bystanders.
3. (of a project, etc.) be unsuccessful; fail: His plan fell down
when it proved too costly.

drop from the skies © fall to the ground

drop from the skies— (also: drop from heaven) appear unex-
pectedly as if by magic: “Good gracious, miss,” I said, still
doubting my senses, “have you dropped from the skies?”

fall to the ground— (of plans, erc.) fail; come to nothing: The
whole scheme fell to the ground, although all the details were
thought out.

See also: come down to earth / go to earth.

drop in ° fall in

drop in—1. collapse inwards; give way: The roof of the tun-
nel hasn’t been properly supported; it shows signs of dropping
in. 2. (coll.) visit a person casually: He usually drops in at my
place on his way home.

fall in—1. fall accidentally into smth.: The child was near
the river and I was frightened he would fall in. 2. = drop in I:
They are afraid that the whole building will fall in on them.
3. (Military) form into ranks: At first light Chelmsford ordered
his men to fall in and the column marched away. 4. (legal) ex-
pire: As the leases of these old properties fall in, they are being
pulled down to make way for office blocks. 5. agree: Once the
chairman had stated his decision, the rest of the committee
fell in.

drop in on someone * drop on someone

drop in on someone— (coll.) visit a person, usually without
having arranged it before: I dropped in on her for coffee the
other morning.

drop on someone—(coll.) reprimand or punish a person:
You'll have to mind your p’s and s or else you'll be dropped
on.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase fall on someone—1. attack a person: They fell on me
like an avalanche with teeth and dagger, and hatred without
check or limits of sanity. 2. used of a cost, responsibility, etc. to
be borne by a person: So it fell on me to do all the packing,
making sure we had all the necessary equipment.

drop into someone’s lap © land in someone’s lap
drop into someone’s lap — (also: fall into someone’s lap) be
achieved or obtained without any effort: It would not be safe
to assume that victory will drop into our lap at the next elec-
tion.
land in someone’s lap —become an unwelcome responsibility:
These problems have landed in the lap of Donald Jackson, an

unassuming manager with little international experience.
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drop off « fall off

drop off —1. become detached: The handle of the door has
dropped off. 2. become abruptly much lower: The cliff drops
oft suddenly here, be careful. 3. (coll.) leave a vehicle; get off:
Thanks for the ride, I'll drop off here. 4. become less; deteri-
orate: The quality of performance has dropped off since last
year. 5. (coll.) fall asleep: I went to bed early but for some rea-
son I couldn’t drop off. 6. (euph.) die: He would probably
drop off quietly with suppressed gout.

fall off—1. = drop off I: My top button has fallen off. 2. =
drop off 2: The land falls off here towards the river. 3. = drop
off 4: Their enthusiasm seems to be falling off a bit. 4. cease
participation: Some of our most loyal members have now

fallen off.

drop out © fall out

drop out—1. leave a school, etc. before the end of the course:
He has dropped out, and won't attend college any more. 2.
(coll.) withdraw (from an undertaking): You can drop out
from the rat race, hoping that you can make it on your own.
3. come out: As she picked up the envelope, a key dropped
out.

fall our—1. (Military) leave the ranks: At the end of the pa-
rade, the battalion fell out. 2. quarrel: We're not going to fall
out over this, are we? 3. come to pass; happen: It fell out that
the men were not needed. 4. = drop out 3: A little roll of dol-
lar-notes fell out upon the ground.

drop the ball * take up the ball

drop the ball—let smth. go wrong; make an embarrassing
error: In my opinion, this is one area where Microsoft has re-
ally dropped the ball when it comes to spam filtering.

Note: a) The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the
phrase drop a brick—(s.) do smth. foolish; say smth. stupid or
indiscreet: It was hinted to me pretty plainly that I had dropped
a brick when I told my brother I didn’t like Mary.

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
carry the ball— assume the responsibility (taking the most im-
portant or difficult part in an action): Who will carry the ball?
Who will have responsibility for paying the bills and balancing
the check book?

take up the ball— (also: pick up the ball and run with it) take
one’s turn in smth.: Unfortunately, it’s not likely I'll be able
to respond at greater length.... But perhaps others will take

up the ball.

dropout ¢ fallout

dropout—1. a person who “drops out” from a course of study
or from society: Many dropouts leave school long before their
senior year. The ninth grade year is a particularly difficult year
for students. 2. (attrib.) is used of people who leave a course
of study, membership of a society, etc.: Is there a correlation
between the dropout rate and the amount of money a school
district spends?

Jfallous—1. radioactive dust or particles (created by a nuclear
explosion): Measurements were made on the concentration of
fallout in the atmosphere and in rain water. 2. lasting negative
consequences of an event or situation: Our ability to have as
much sugar as we crave has had serious fallout on the health
of Americans. 3. = dropout 2: Main reasons for this high fallout
rate: financial difficulties, lack of interest, parental resistance
to “useless” further education.

dry blanket ® wet blanket

dry blanket— (Austral. sl.)—said of a hot afternoon or day:
It’s like a bloody dry blanket in here today.

wet blanket—(coll.) a person who discourages enthusiasm
or cheerfulness: Jane would spoil the whole thing; she is such
a wet blanket.

eagle vulture

duck shoot ® shoot ahead of the duck

duck shoot—(U.S. coll.) a very easy task: The market gets
crowded after midday and is a duck-shoot for pickpockets.

shoot ahead of the duck— think and plan ahead; try to an-
ticipate future tendencies: When you adopt a new technology,
shoot ahead of the duck. Look at what you do today in terms
of longer trends...

due for something ® due to something

due for something—said of smth. expected as set by agree-
ment, etc.: He is due for work in India, which he is looking
forward to.

due to something—1. caused by smth.: This change of mean-
ing is due to misunderstanding the nature of the word. 2. ap-
propriate to smth.; right for smth.: He is too conscious of
what is due to his position.

dumb as a fox ® dumb as a stump

dumb as a fox—smart and cunning: He may appear to be
harmless, but the truth is, he is as dumb as a fox, and he and
his gang are destroying this country.

dumb as a stump — (derog.) not very smart: I think Philip is
as dumb as a stump. He should open his eyes and see that his

sweet little Belle is just using him.

dust bowl ® dustpan

dust bowl—said of an area that has no vegetation because
of drought, dust storms, etc.: The worst of the storms were
concentrated in an area called the dust bowl by the people of
the time.

dustpan —a short-handled pan or scoop into which dust is
swept: The tiny shards of near-powdered glass won't easily
brush into the dustpans.

Note: The compound does not correlate in meaning with dust-
bin— a container for household rubbish: To prevent the toilets
from getting blocked, materials like paper and cotton should
be thrown in the dustbin.

E

each and every one ® each one

each and every one— (emphatic) every individual or thing in
a group without exception: I want each and every one of you
to know that this administration recognizes the vital role you
play.

each one—(of two or more people or things) every one taken
separately: But as great a day as this is for the whole church,
I want us to reflect upon what it means to each one of us in-
dividually.

each to his own © every man for himself

each to his own—is used to say that it is acceptable for people
to have different preferences: “I find it hard to believe that
anyone enjoys gardening.” “Ah well, each to his own.”

every man for himself—said of people trying to save them-
selves from a difficult situation without trying to help anyone
else: “It was not the behaviour of a friend.” “My dear boy,”
he said. “Have you not yet learnt that it’s every man for him-
self?”

eagle vulture ® vulturine eagle
eagle vulture —a large black-and-white western African bird

(Gypohierax angolensis): You should also see herons and eagle



earlier on

vultures. Around you will be the expected wildlife of the
African bush.

vulturine eagle—a black-and-white eagle (Aquila verreauxii)
of southern Africa: The vulturine cagle makes the mountain
precipices its abode.

earlier on * early on
earlier on—at an earlier time: Oh, by the way, your son
telephoned earlier on to say he wouldn’t be able to come.
early on— at an early stage of smth.: We decided early on
that we wanted to create a site that was attractive, but more
importantly was easy to navigate.

early bird ¢ early man

early bird—1. smb. who gets up early; an early riser: If you
like to get up early, you are an early bird and will probably
perform better in the morning. 2. smb. who arrives earlier
than the expected or arranged time: Be an early bird to get a
table at this restaurant which is usually very crowded.

early man —a prehistoric human being: We need to under-
stand the degree to which religion integrated with the life of

the early man.

Early English ¢ Old English

Early English—1. Middle and Early Modern English lan-
guage (1066-1400): Yet another Early English text appears
under the editorship of an American scholar. 2. the early
style of Gothic architecture which developed in England in
the 13th century: So far as architecture is concerned the book
covers three periods, Early English, Geometric, and Early Dec-
orated.

Old English —the English language of the period before the
Norman conquest in the 11th century: In this dictionary, the
language of England before 1100 is called, as a whole, “Old

English.”

earth people ® people of the Earth

earth peaple—1. (also: earth-men) people whose life is closely
associated with the natural or material (as opposed to the spir-
itual) world: They are an earth people and their legend is hor-
rific, dramatic, almost senseless. 2. (Earth people) residents of
the planet Earth in science fiction (also: earth-men): It was
discovered that some Earth people reacted violently to visitors
from outer space. 3. (s/., joc.) people who are “normal,” that
is, not alcohol or drug addicted: The brain of the alcoholic is
different from that of “earth people.” First is the phenomenon
of craving.

peaple of the Earth —1. people of the world; people dwelling
on the earth: It is essential that we people of the Earth elim-
inate the fearsome specters of water shortages. 2. = earth people
2: Tt was the year 2107 and the people of the Farth had finally
united in the cause of greater knowledge. Disease, famine and
war had long gone away.

East Indiaman ° East Indian

East Indiaman— (hist.) a sailing ship of large tonnage en-
gaged in the East India trade: I have taken my berth in an
East Indiaman which sails on the twentieth of June.

East Indian—1. smb. descended from the indigenous peo-
ples of the Indian sub-continent: East Indians is the name
given to the descendants of those who came to British Guyana
from India. 2. a person of mixed European and Asian parent-
age: “Who is she?” “An East Indian, I should guess, by her
dark complexion.”

easy about someone ® easy on someone

easy about someone —free from worry or anxiety about smb.:
He was quite easy about Agellius, who had, as he considered,
successfully made off with himself.
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easy on someone—not strict or severe enough with a person:
He deserves the punishment, but do be easy on him.

eat a peck of dirt ® eat dirt

eat a peck of dirt—put up with insult and abuse; submit to
humiliating treatment: In times of revolution a good many
pecks of dirt have to be eaten.

eat dirt—(coll.) 1. = eat a peck of dirt: Lord Fitzurse made
up for the dirt which they had been eating by the splendor of
his entertainment. 2. (also: eat someone’s dust) trail another
competitor in a race: He was the leader in the bike race until
he ate dirt and was passed by almost everyone else.

See also: dirt-eater / dirt-eating.

eat away ® eat out

eat away—eat continuously; eat as much as one likes: Be
prepared to spend at least two hours chatting and eating
away, relishing every minute of Fran’s delicious German cook-
ing.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase eat away from home— have one’s meals in cafeterias, etc.
rather than at home: When eating away from home, people eat
cither larger quantities or higher calorie foods.

eat out—eat in a restaurant, etc. instead of at home: Some-
times eating out can be cheaper than buying a weeks worth of
groceries. Cf-: eat in— eat or dine at home: 1 would certainly
recommend the hotel to people who prefer to eat in and cook
for themselves.

eat away at something ® eat away something

eat away ar something—destroy smth. gradually: Attempts
have been made to stop the Sphinx from eroding even more.
The blowing sands in the desert are gradually eating away at
it.

eat away something—1. destroy smth. by eating: The mon-
keys had eaten away most of the mangroves, and the only ones
that remained were shielded by steel cages. 2. destroy smth.
by chemical action: Structures such as bridges, buildings, and
monuments are also at risk, as they can be literally eaten away
by the acid.

eat like a pig ® make a pig of oneself
eat like a pig— (also: eat like pigs) eat in a greedy or disgusting
manner: He has terrible table manners, he eats like a pig.
make a pig of oneself—(coll.) eat gluttonously; overindulge
in food (also: pig oneself): 'm afraid I made a pig of myself at

dinner.

eat off something ¢ eat out of something

eat off something—1. eat one’s food from a certain container:
Put vegetables on oven safe plate (you will be eating off this
plate) and put in toaster oven. 2. eat part of a piece of food:
“She always brought in a cake for him,” Foley said. “People
would eat off the cake for the rest of the day.”

eat out of something— = eat off something I: Whenever he
eats lunch, he eats out of his own bowl and uses his own uten-
sils that he keeps for himself.

eat one’s head off ® eat someone’s head off

eat one’s head off—1. said of an animal whose upkeep costs
more than it will sell for: That ox has been here all winter and
ate his head off. 2. (coll.) eat excessively or gluttonously: I am
not weighing in today as I just got back from New York and
ate my head off while I was there.

eat someone’s head off — (coll., also: bite someone’s head off)
speak to smb. in a rude and angry manner; severely criticize a
person: I have the worst temper in the world and will eat your
head off at the slightest thing.
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eat one’s heart out ® eat your heart out

eat one’s heart out—be unhappy and miserable, usually for
a long period of time: Raleigh, in prison, was eating his heart
out in the desire for freedom.

eat your heart out— (humorous) is used to say that one is even
better than the (famous) person mentioned: Choi Min-sik
gives what I think is the greatest performance ever, so eat your
heart out De Niro, Brando, and Pauly Shore.

eat someone alive ® eat someone up

eat someone alive— (coll., also: eat someone for breakfast) 1.
rebuke or criticize smb. severely: The evolutionists will eat me
alive for this, but doesn’t the intricate design of our world
allow for the possibility of a creator? 2. overwhelm, harm, or
thoroughly defeat a person: Yes, they ate us alive but allow me
to lay down some reasons why it was still an awesome game
that we played!

eat someone up—1. (coll.) acclaim a person’s stage perform-
ance: Wait until you see the way they’re going to eat me up in
the court scene in “Saint Elba.” 2. = eat someone alive 2: Others
would not fail to make themselves greater or stronger by eating
up their neighbors. 3. (of jealousy, desire, etc.) torment a person
(often Passive): His drawings and a school essay hinted at the

despair that was eating him up.

eat someone out ® eat someone out of house and
home

eat someone out— (coll., also: eat someone alive) rebuke or
criticize a person severely: I learned some supervisory skills
since one time our captain came in and started eating me out
for a maintenance problem.

eat someone out of house and home —said humorously of peo-
ple or animals that eat a lot of food in smb.’s home (thus ru-
ining the person): “Looks like the party is in full swing.”

“Yeah. And they're eating me out of house and home.”

economic system ® economical system

economic system —the system concerned with economics of
a country: What has gone wrong with the economic system
during the last ten years?

economical system —a system which does not require a lot of

money to operate: This system was extremely economical be-
cause it ran on half-price electricity.

effect something ¢ have an effect upon something
effect something—cause smth. to happen; act so as to bring
smth. about: Who are the people that effect changes in our
society?
have an effect upon something—affect or influence smth.: We
could investigate different seasons of the year and see if this

had an effect upon the results.

either ... or ® whether ... or

either ... or—is used to indicate that there is a choice be-
tween two options: The centre is located favorably in terms of
transport facilities and can be reached either by car or by pub-
lic transport.

whether ... or—is used to introduce two equal possibilities:
Whether by car or by public transport — due to our central
location there are various possibilities to reach us.

either way ® every way

either way—whichever course of action one chooses (out of
two alternatives): We could have the car fixed here or get it
towed home; either way it will be very expensive.

every way — (also: every each way) 1. in every direction: I pon-
dered over it, and turned it every way in my mind. 2. in every
manner; in every respect: Her mind was every way equal to
her person.

end in something

electric car ® electric motor car

electric car—a car that utilizes energy stored in recharge-
able battery packs: Electric cars have major limitations; they
don’t go very fast, and they can’t go far without a battery
charge.

electric motor car—1. = electric car: My guess is that, all other
things equal, the electric motor car would pull out ahead of
an internal combustion engine.... 2. a self-propelled electric
railroad vehicle: Several railroads operate electric motor cars
in suburban passenger train service.

embark for something ® embark on something
embark for something —start a voyage to a place: I shall stay
in the seaport overnight before embarking for the United
States.
embark on something— (liter.) start smth. new, usually im-
portant or difficult: Mary embarked on her marriage with
many hopes and fears.

embarrassed at something ® embarrassed with
something

embarrassed at something—feeling unease or mental discom-
fort about smth.: She’s embarrassed — embarrassed at being
so successful in a profession where so many fail.

embarrassed with something—1. hindered in one’s move-
ments or experiencing physical difficulties because of smth.:
Seeing he was embarrassed with his luggage, I offered to help
him. 2. = embarrassed at something: Many kids don’t want to
be embarrassed with being escorted out, even if it’s a friendly
escort.

Empire State, the * Empire State of the South, the

Empire State, the—(U.S.) a nickname of the state of New
York: The saloon men of Tennessee have not, perhaps, the lit-
erary finish of their brethren in the Empire State.

Empire State of the South, the—(U.S.) a nickname of the
state of Georgia: Georgia is now known as the Empire State
of the South as it is the largest state east of the Mississippi
River.

employment agency ® employment office

employment agency —a private business that finds employers
for those seeking them: “Employment agencies” have been
characterized as “a class who trade on the needs of the inex-
perienced searcher for employment.”

employment office—(UK) a government office concerned
with advising and finding work for the unemployed: She had
gone to the employment office to inquire about becoming a

nurse.

end in something ¢ end with something

end in something—1. (of things) have smth. at the end: The
fish resembles an eel with a broad head and a tail, which ends
in a point. 2. finally result in smth.: Hegemonies are impos-
sible, and attempts at them certain to end in armament races
and finally in war.

end with something—1. = end in something I: The Phoenix
Bird has shining eyes of blue, and its beak ends with a sharp
point. 2. = end in something 2: With job alerts to keep you in
the know, your job search is sure to end with a great new job.
3. finish in smth.: The millennium has ended with war and
the 20th century has seen more deaths from war than ever be-
fore. 4. finish by saying smth.: I should like to end with re-
minding members of the purpose of this club. 5. terminate
smth.; put an end to smth.: London will demonstrate that
there is a new way to finish with terrorism.

See also: end up in something / end up with something.



end it all

end it all * get away from it all

end it all—commit suicide: Martine became so depressed
during a recent illness that she wanted to “end it all.”

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase to crown it all— (also: to cap it all) used to emphasize the
final item in a series completing a good or bad fortune: The school
had an excellent reputation, its program was in English and
to crown it all, it was located in a wonderful city!

get away from it all—escape from city rush, the worry of
modern life, etc.: We bought a little house in the country to

get away from it all.
end of the earth ¢ end of the land

end of the earth— (also: world’s end) the remotest regions of
the earth: She is a good woman for a man to have with him
when he goes to the ends of the earth.

end of the land— (also: land’s end) the remotest region of the

country: I journeyed also to Kerch which was the end of the
land and really felt like the end of the earth.

end of the world, the ® world’s end

end of the world, the—the cessation of mortal life; the Apoc-
alypse: The creeping awareness that death was in the room
filled the time. Like the end of the world might be. Cf: irs
not the end of the world— it is not a calamitous matter or situation
(is used to console oneself or another person): Anyway, it’s not
the end of the world, Gretta. We'll find a way out.

world’s end— (also: end of the earth) the remotest regions of
the earth: I will follow you to the world’s end, if you don't
think me too far gone to be out of confinement.

end to end ¢ from end to end

end to end—1. with one end of smth. touching the end of
smth. else: The police lined up the lorries end to end across
the street to prevent anyone getting by. 2. (aztrib.) said of
technology systems that begin at the server and end at the
user: We provide an end-to-end technology solution to guar-
antee profitable use of resources.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase end for end— used of smth. turned upside down when
tumbling or reversed when spinning: Careering downstream ...
they crashed into one driftpile and spun end for end three
times.

Jfrom end to end—from one extremity to the other; through-
out the length of smth.: They crossed a thoroughfare that
twinkled and glittered from end to end with moving sky-
signs.

end up in something ® end up with something

end up in something—reach or arrive at a final (usually un-
favorable) condition, circumstance, or place: If we take her
too seriously, we will all end up in a mental home.

end up with something—finish with the presence of smth.
undesirable: If you put too much coffee you'll know it! And
if you don’t, you may end up with coffee-flavored dishwater.

See also: end in something | end with something.

enemy of mankind ® enemy of the people

enemy of mankind— (euph.) the devil: The ancient enemy
of mankind knows us very well. He knows that “lesser evils”
are far more productive for his cosmic agenda...

enemy of the people—a common indictment in communist
countries against a political opponent: Being a friend of an
enemy of the people automatically placed the person under
suspicion.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase public enemy— a person regarded as a great threat to a
community: A stake was driven into the ground before his door,

as a token that he was a public enemy.
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engage in something ® engage with something

engage in something—be actively involved with smth.: Those
who are too smart to engage in politics are punished by being
governed by those who are dumber.

engage with something—1. make an effort to understand and
deal with smth.: All religions attempt to engage with the prob-
lem of the existence of suffering in this world. 2. (of part of a
machine) connect with another part of the machine: Make
sure the gear on the roller is engaged with the gear on the sup-
port.

engaged to someone ® engaged with someone

engaged to someone—bound by a promise of marriage to a
person: Mary was engaged to Jim for three months before their
wedding.

engaged with someone—1. having one’s time occupied by a
person: You cannot see Mr. Brown just now, as he is engaged
with a visitor. 2. involved in hostilities with enemy troops:
They could scarcely have reached the camp before they found
themselves engaged with the enemy.

enlarge into something ® enlarge on something
enlarge into something—expand into smth. bigger: His first
publication was a pamphlet, which was afterwards enlarged
into a book.
enlarge on something—add detail to smth.; say or write more
about smth.: He enlarged on the importance of exercising
memory as a habit.

enough to make a cat laugh ¢ enough to make a
cat speak

enough to make a cat laugh —said of smth. utterly ridiculous:
The idea of a chap like that writing a book: it’s enough to
make a cat laugh.

enough to make a cat speak —said of smth. very extraordinary
or exceptional: I don’t know if this article is “enough to make
a cat speak,” but you should read it.

enter a religious order © take holy orders

enter a religious order—become a member of a religious
order; adopt a monastic life: She entered the religious Order
of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart and adopted the name Sister
Ignatius of Jesus.

take holy orders— (also: take orders) become a priest in the
Anglican Church: Although monks are not necessarily cler-
gymen, many of the body in this country took holy orders.

enter for something ® enter upon something

enter for something—join for participation in a contest or
competition: They entered for the national championship but
were not good enough.

enter upon something—1. make a start on an activity: As
soon as we entered upon the task we realized it was going to
be difficult. 2. take up a position; assume duties: He enters
upon his new appointment at the beginning of June. 3. take
possession of smth.: She expects to enter upon her inheritance
sometime next year.

enter into something ¢ enter something

enter into something—1. come into smth.; penetrate smth.:
The bullet entered into his head at a distance that was longer
than his arms, so he couldn’t have shot himself. 2. become a
member of an organization; join an institution: When I en-
tered into college, it was with the idea to have a career in med-
icine. 3. participate in smth.; be a party to a contract, etc.:
The United States was urged by different countries to enter
into negotiations on naval arms control. 4. deal with smth.;
consider smth. thoroughly: The reader can have an overall
view of problems and then decide if he wants to enter into de-
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tails. 5. be an important consideration or factor in smth.: He
would have to work hard to perfect his art — money doesnt
enter into it because almost no artists are rich.

enter something—1. = enter into something I: The exit wound
from a bullet is always larger than the hole where the bullet
entered the body. 2. = enter into something 2: On a personal
level, I entered college to not only earn a degree, but to find
out about myself. 3. = enter into something 3: The defendant’s
position is that he never knowingly entered the conspiracy
charged in the indictment.

equal to something ® equal with something

equal to something—1. (of things) equal to another thing in
price, quality, etc.: A table-tennis ball is roughly equal in size
to a golf ball. 2. having the power or ability to do smth.: After
our long cooping-up on shipboard we were not equal to any
exertion.

equal with something— = equal to something I: The Earth is
very tiny, compared with sunspots. Our planet is equal in size
with a modest sunspot.

equate something to something ¢ equate something
with something

equate something to something—make two things equal: A
new regulation required them to equate road workers” wages
to those paid to other workers.

equate something with something—1. consider two things to
be identical: Why socialized medicine should be equated with
socialist medicine I fail to understand. 2. = equate something
to something: It was traditional right up until the war to equate
the wages of constables with that of agricultural laborers.

escape from prison ® escape prison

escape from prison —break out of prison: Hundreds of po-
licemen are looking for a man who escaped from Princeville
Prison early this morning.

escape prison—avoid being sent to prison: A man who
turned police informer to escape prison went on trial yesterday
for perjury.

escape with a whole skin ® save one’s skin

escape with a whole skin—(also: keep a whole skin) escape
without damage; remain unhurt: Has Esther been quarrelling
with you? If she has been you are lucky to have escaped with
a whole skin.

save one’s skin—1. rescue oneself from death: He was not
prepared to dishonor himself by betraying a fellow officer to
save his skin. 2. escape from a disagreeable predicament; avoid
punishment: I saved my skin by getting the job done on time.

Eve with a lid on * Eve with a moldy lid

Eve with a lid on—(U.S. diners) apple pie (the reference being
to the biblical Fve with an apple): The first couple (Adam and
Eve) make an appearance as poached eggs on toast: Adam and
Eve on a Raft. Eve appears solo as another name for apple pie:
Eve with a Lid On.

Eve with a moldy lid—(U.S. diners) apple pie with a slice of
cheese: There are plenty of other short order cook gems like
Eve with a Moldy Lid and Zeppelins in a Fog (sausages in
mashed potatoes).

evening dress ® evening gown
evening dress— (also: evening clothes) clothing worn by men
and women for evening social events: When he appeared at
the door to meet a correspondent he was in evening dress.
Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase night dress— a loose light garment worn by women in
bed: She slipped a housecoat over her night-dress and made

her way downstairs.

every man Jack

evening gown —a woman'’s elegant formal dress: Anna May
came out, in a cerise strapless satin evening gown.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase night gown— = night dress: Apparently, she had fallen
asleep while smoking. The cigarette had dropped on her night-
gown, which promptly burst into flame.

everlasting life © life everlasting

everlasting life—life after death: To make this everlasting
life as comfortable as possible, the spirit called upon the mag-
ical aids and implements provided in its earthly tomb.

life everlasting—1. an American plant (Anaphalis margari-
tacea) grown for ornament: Life everlasting grows under the
table, and blackberry vines run round its legs. 2. American
cudweed (Antennaria margaritacea): Life everlasting is used in
many folk remedies for catarrh; also chewed and smoked by
boys. 3. = everlasting life: I want to believe in life everlasting.
At death none of us has exhausted all our possibilities, and I
want to go on.

every cloud has a silver lining © every dog has its
day

every cloud has a silver lining— (saying) every sad or unpleas-
ant situation has a positive side to it: When all else fails, use
humor to help you see that every cloud has a silver lining.

every dog has its day— (saying) everyone will get a period of
success or satisfaction during his lifetime: Every dog has its
day, however, and it’s often the case that last year’s loser be-
comes this year’s winner. Cf.: into each life some rain must
Jfall— (saying) bad or unfortunate things will happen to everyone
at some time (originally a quote from Henry Wadsworth Longfel-
low): We should be glad that “into each life some rain must
fall,” for if it weren’t for the rain, our joys of the sunny days
would wither and die.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase dog days of summer, the— (also: dog days, the) the hot,
sultry period of summer (between early July and early September):
People aren’t the only ones in danger during the “dog days of

summer.” Their pets are too.

every day ® everyday

every day — (adverbial phrase) do smth. each one of the days:
I have been dating a wonderful man for the past two months.
My only “problem” is that I want to see him every day.

everyday — (attrib.) 1. said of smth. happening or used rou-
tinely: Rutledge came in his everyday clothes, giving a long-
winded excuse about not having time to get an outfit together.
2. common and familiar: Marr had attempted to play the
whole affair down by stating that such incidents and “petty”
crimes were “an everyday occurrence.”

every man is a king ® every man is a king in his
own house

every man is a king— (also: every man a king) an American
catch-phrase implying the necessity for a fair redistribution
of the nation’s wealth: In our democracy, as the founders
noted, every man is a king.

every man is a king in his own house— (saying) each man is
the ruler of his own domain or property: The lack of a central
authority let loose anarchy in the kingdom where every man
was virtually a king in his own house.

every man Jack © every Tom, Dick and Harry

every man Jack—(emphatic coll.) every individual man;
everybody without exception (also: every Jack man): 1 am re-
sponsible for the ship’s safety and the life of every man Jack
aboard of her.

every Tom, Dick and Harry— (often pejor.) anyone, especially
people that one does not think are important: Bob values his



every now and then

privacy, so doesn’t hand out his phone number to every Tom,
Dick, and Harry.

every now and then ® now and then

every now and then —fairly often; habitually: Every now and
then a motion picture comes along so permeated with suspense
as to make the spectator sit tense in his seat.

now and then—occasionally; at times: After he retired, he
enjoyed spending a lot of time reading at the public library.
Now and then he would take a trip.

every one ® everyone

every one— (of two or more people or things) each one taken
separately: She took his bottles of whisky and emptied every
one down the sink.

everyone— (of people) everybody; all people: Almost everyone
came to the school party wearing a crazy hat!

everybody and their uncle ® Uncle Tom Cobley
and all

everybody and their uncle— (also: every man and his dog) lots
of people; everyone of importance: Everybody and their uncle
will be heading to the beach today. So, I'm staying right here.

Uncle Tom Cobley and all— (used at the end of a list of names)
a whole lot of other people: When he had a dream, neither
God, the parish priest, the neighbors, nor Uncle Tom Cobley
and all could distract him from the dream.

evidence for something ¢ evidence of something
evidence for something —anything that gives reason to believe
smth.: Is there any evidence for the Biblical story of Sodom
and Gomorrah’s destruction?
evidence of something—indication or signs of smth.: When
the ship reached port, it bore abundant evidence of the severity
of the storm.

except for something © except something

except for something—1. apart from smth.; not considering
smth.: The streets were eerily empty, except for a few cars
rushing here or there. 2. if it were not for smth.: It seems that
work is ready to proceed there, except for lack of funding.

except something—with the exclusion of smth.: It seemed
that every house except ours had a Christmas tree.

Note: Neither expression fully correlates in meaning with the
phrase with the exception of something—1. = except for some-
thing I: The streets were empty, with the exception of a few
vendors who wanted an early days’ start. 2. = excepr something:
Due to the fog all the flights (with the exception of ours) were
cancelled.

exchange a few words with someone ¢ exchange
words with someone

exchange a few words with someone—have a short conversa-
tion with smb.: The man turned and exchanged a few words
with his neighbor.

exchange words with someone—quarrel with a person: Have

you been exchanging words with our neighbor again?

exclusive to someone ® to the exclusion of someone
exclusive to someone—said of smth. applying only to the
people stated: This is a special offer at reduced rates, exclusive
to members of the club.
to the exclusion of someone—so as to keep some people out:
The rules of the club worked to the exclusion of anyone who
was not of professional status.

excuse oneself ® make an excuse
excuse oneself—1. apologize for something: A lady speaker
was talking, so I excused myself for being late and introduced
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myself to everyone there. 2. make an apology declining or re-
fusing smth.: Schwarz was for taking everyone out for a drink,
but the rabbi excused himself. 3. politely ask to be allowed to
leave a room: During coffee, he excused himself and went to
his upstairs study to telephone Teresa.

make an excuse—1. provide reasons or justifications for one’s
actions: They could not make any excuse for shortening their
stay at the castle. 2. = excuse oneself I: Never be in a position
where you have to make an excuse for being casually dressed.

excuse someone for Something ® excuse someone
from something

excuse someone for something—forgive a person for doing
smth. wrong: She begged me to excuse her for being so rude
and interrupting our walk.

excuse someone from something —set a person free from a duty
or obligation: My teacher, to my amazement, excused me from
freshman English when I turned in my first piece.

expand into something ® expand upon something
expand into something—enlarge into smth. bigger: In no
time at all, the vegetable garden had expanded into a small
farm.
expand upon something—add detail to smth.; explain what
is implied in a statement, etc.: Would you please expand upon
that last remark.

expectation of life ® life expectancy

expectation of life—the average number of years of life re-
maining for a person of a given age based on statistical prob-
ability: His expectation of life was substantially less than it
would have been if he had not contracted cancer.

life expectancy —the number of years an average person can
be expected to live based on statistical probability: Life ex-
pectancy in the U.S. continues a long-term upward trend.

experience in something ® experience of something
experience in something—knowledge of a particular activity
as a result of having done it in the past: The president has had
no experience in traveling abroad, and should send a qualified
representative to handle the delicate cultural issues.
experience of something—knowledge of smth. a person was
involved in, especially smth. important that affects him: Even
though I've been back for months, my experience of traveling

in India is still very much with me.

experiment on something ¢ experiment with
something

experiment on something—use smth. in an experiment or
test: Many people disapprove of scientists who experiment on
animals.

experiment with something—use smth. to test the effective-
ness of new methods or ideas: Many composers are now ex-

perimenting with new forms of music.

expert at something ® expert in something

expert at something—a person who is very skilled at doing
smth.: Dave knows how to communicate with sales profes-
sionals. He is an expert at complex selling and knows exactly
how to get his messages across.

expert in something—a person who knows a lot about a par-
ticular subject: If he is an expert in the problems of bringing
the space station and the module together, he will be invalu-
able.

exposed to the elements ® out of one’s element

exposed to the elements—unsheltered from bad weather:
Often a huge wave crashed over the launch and half the sea
washed over us as we were exposed to the elements.
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out of one’s element—in an environment or situation not
naturally suited to a person: At first, I felt that I was out of
my element because my background in science was not as
broad as others. Cf: in one’s element—in an environment or
situation natural or suited to a person: He is in his element
where he feels that he belongs, a small farming village.

extravagant in something ¢ extravagant with
something

extravagant in something —going beyond what is reasonable
in smth. one does: Roger was a superb teacher of piano and
his own students have frequently been extravagant in his
praise.

extravagant with something—going beyond what is reason-
able in smth. one uses or spends: While unbelievably good-
looking and extravagant with his money, his accent takes away
from his affluent upbringing.

eye dialect ® eye language

eye dialect—writing in which spellings are altered to repre-
sent a dialectal or colloquial pronunciation: Which of the elo-
cutionists could object to the vocalized result of enuff; probably
the oftenest repeated of eye-dialect usages?

eye language —interpersonal communication by means of
the expression of the eyes: Although Fran had a stern look on
her face, her eye language clearly indicated that she was not

serious about her statement.

eye shadow © eye-shade

eye shadow —mascara (cosmetic preparation applied to the eye-
lids): A makeup artist tells you tricks, rules and guidelines for
perfect eye shadow application.

eye-shade—1. a visor for shielding the eyes from strong light:
The ladies this year wore half a flat hat as an eye-shade. 2. =
eye shadow: Choose a base eye shade that matches your skin
tone and apply all over the eyelid.

eyeball someone  get an eyeball on someone
eyeball someone — (coll.) look hard at smb.; stare at a person:
“God!” burst from the lips of the man as he eyeballed his at-
tendant.
get an eyeball on someone — (coll.) spot a person; catch sight
of smb.: When Jane first got an eyeball on her blind date, she

almost cringed in disappointment.

F

face someone down ° face up to someone

face someone down —confront smb. in an attempt to subdue
or dominate the person: The project is too important to be
placed in jeopardy by the vanity of one man, and those who
are too cowardly to face him down.

Jface up to someone—challenge a person boldly; refuse to be
intimidated: Confrontation may not be your desired choice
but unless you face up to a person or situation your views will
never be heard.

face to face * head to head

face to face—1. addressing smb. directly: There are some stu-
dents who are shy and will only talk to you online, but others
would rather talk face to face. 2. in direct encounter with a
person: She toadied to her superiors when she really came face
to face with them.

head to head—1. in direct confrontation or conflict: On the
same day the two candidates go head to head in their only

fall back

joint televised debate. 2. competing so closely that the lead is
virtually indistinguishable: He made an announcement saying
that the two candidates were head to head so it wasn’t time to
celebrate yet.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with its
formal French counterpart téte-a-téte— a talk in private with
only two people present: He had téte-a-téte with Maung Aye,
the powerful Burmese army chief, when he visited Thailand.

fact of life ® facts of life

fact of life—a thing, especially unpleasant, the existence of
which cannot be ignored: The fact of someone’s presence on
welfare rolls has sometimes been used against them. Cruel as
that may seem it is a fact of life.

Jacts of life— (euph.) details of the human sexual functions,
especially as told to children: Telling a child of the facts of life
was one of the tasks that the family had abdicated to the
schools.

faint at something © faint from something

Jfaint at something—feel giddy or lose consciousness at the
thought or sight of smth.: A person almost giantlike in
strength and stature may faint at the thoughts of the opera-
tion.

Jaint from something—feel giddy or lose consciousness be-
cause of fatigue, the heat, etc.: They don’t want to faint from
hunger, so they scarf up what they call a bite before they go.

fair for someone ° fair of someone

fair for someone —quite good for a person: She can type two
pages an hour, which is fair for a beginner.

Jfair of someone—just or honest on the part of a person: I
don’t think it is fair of you to ask me that.

fair game ° fair play

Jfair game— (also: easy game) a suitable object for ridicule,
mistreatment, or exploitation: They were women in a patri-
archal society and that meant that they were fair game to be
demeaned and marginalized by many men.

fair play—behavior that conforms to generally accepted
principles of justice: Traditional standards of fair play on the
football field are so far eroded that terms of suspension for
fouling are regarded as a hazard rather than as a stigma.

fairy lantern ¢ magic lantern

Jairy lantern—any of various plants of the genus Calochortus:
The fairy lantern is similar to orchids, and quite a few orchids
depend on fungi as much as they do on photosynthesis for
their energy.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase fairy lamp— a candle-burning night light usually of col-
ored glass: In the Amusement Compound they light a horse-
shoe of fairy-lamps above the Jack and Jill.

magic lantern —apparatus for throwing a magnified image
of a picture, etc. on to a white screen: Usually some newly
arrived acquisition occupied the center of the room — a magic
lantern, a kaleidoscope or a game of puff-billiards.

fall about someone’s ears ® fall on someone’s ears
fall about someone’s ears—1. come crashing down; collapse:
Slabs of plaster left the ceilings and fell about our ears.... 2.
fail suddenly: All our careful plans fell about our ears when
the government changed the tax laws.
fall on someone’s ears— (liter.) be heard: As we entered the
temple, a curious chanting fell upon our ears.

fall back e fall behind
fall back—1. spring back; recoil: Mizuki watched Yukiko
dig through her stuff, then she fell back when she saw her get



fall behind in something

the box. 2. (of troops) retreat: The army began falling back to
prepared lines of defense. 3. lag behind; be outstripped: We
thought the horse would win, but he fell back halfway through
the race.

Jall behind—1. = fall back 3: After about twenty miles the
horse slowly but surely falls behind. 2. fail to maintain a sched-
ule of payments, etc.: If your payments of rent fall behind,
you will be asked to leave.

fall behind in something © fall behind on
something

Jall behind in something—1. fail to do enough of smth. and
so move to a position behind others: The country has fallen
behind its competitors in the manufacture of cheap cotton
goods. 2. fail to maintain a schedule of payments, etc.: Jacobs
began receiving letters from the bank threatening foreclosure
when he fell behind in his payments.

Jall behind on something— (also: fall behind with something)
= fall behind in something 2: John fell behind on his car pay-
ments so the bank took his car back.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase fall back on something— turn to smth. held as a reserve
for help, etc.: They had some money in the bank to fall back on.

fall below something ® fall under something

Jall below something— (of a standard, etc.) fail to reach an
agreed or required level: You should identify the reasons why
your academic performance has fallen below expectations.

Jfall under something—1. (of an item) be placed in the cate-
gory mentioned: If a document falls under the physician-
patient confidentiality clause, then this section may be
withheld from public viewing. 2. (of 2 person) be strongly
influenced or attracted by smth.: Though she was no longer
young, she was still beautiful and John immediately fell under
her charm.

fall guy © fallen man

fall guy—1. a loser or victim, especially smb. who is tricked
into smth.: The president cannot be considered a “fall guy,”
since he is the commander in chief who ultimately ordered
these military adventures. 2. a person who gets blamed when
smth. goes wrong: They finally dismiss an employee in
response to the scandal. Is he just a fall guy or will more dis-
missals be forthcoming?

Jallen man—1. (the Bible) said of man after the time when
he sinned: What is fallen man’s solution to the approach of
the Judge? He retains his pride and self-reliance and runs from
God. 2. (liter.) smb. whose behavior is against the principles
of morality: “Are you a wagering man, Dr. Waterhouse?” “I
was brought up to loathe it. But my return to London is proof
that I am a fallen man.” CF: fallen woman — (dated) a woman
who has lost her respectability because of extramarital sex: Sappho
runs away rather than lie to Will and trick him into marriage
with a “fallen woman.”

fall in for something ° fall in with something

fall in for something—be due for a share of smth., such as
punishment, criticism, etc.: Sally fell in for a lot of trouble
when she bought a used car.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase fall for something—(coll.) 1. become very keen on or
enthusiastic about smth.: 1 have quite fallen for this year’s purple
colors. 2. be tricked into accepting smth. as genuine or true:
Everyone seems to fall for his charming manner.

Jall in with something—1. happen to meet smth.: We shall
fall in with plenty of boats if we coast it up to Palermo. 2.
agree with smth.: It simply would not be understood if we
did not fall in with this reasonable suggestion.
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fall into someone’s arms ¢ fall into someone’s
hands

fall into someone’s arms—run up to a person to be held
lovingly in both arms: With a cry of joy, she fell into his
arms.

fall into someone’s hands—1. be captured by a person: All
those who fell into their hands alive were slain. 2. come into
smb.’s possession: The two innkeepers had no idea what a
treasure fell into their hands. 3. come under smb.’s control:
Good citizens allowed politics to fall into the hands of mean
men.

fall leaf e leaf fall

fall leaf—1. shedding of leaves by a plant; the autumn sea-
son: Except during fall leaf season, leaves must be bagged and
set out on your garbage collection day. 2. a hinged flap on a
table which can be raised to increase the surface area: We
unpacked a fall-leaf table which had been all sealed up and
had all our cooking utensils.

leaf fall— = fall leaf I: Prune red and white currants at leaf
fall (if bird damage is likely, pruning can be left until spring).

fall off a truck ¢ fall off the turnip truck

fall off a truck—(U.S. euph.) said of an item that was prob-
ably stolen or obtained by questionable methods (a/so UK: fall
off the back of a lorry): It shouldn’t be surprising that in such
circumstances a lot of those products will “get lost in ware-
houses” or “fall off a truck.”

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase fall off the wagon— resume drinking after having
stopped: Broderson fell off the wagon again. After a week of
heavy drinking, he pawned the trailer to an acquaintance.

Jall off the turnip truck—(U.S. coll., usually negat.) be naive
and gullible: I spent almost ten years in the private sector, so

it’s not like I just fell off the turnip truck.

fall out of something ® fall outside something

fall out of something—1. drop out of smth.: Suddenly, some-
thing fell out of the Bible. What he saw was an old leaf that
had been pressed in between the pages. 2. (used figuratively in
phrases such as ‘fall out of love,” “fall out of use,” etc.): It is
interesting how words fall out of favor or dramatically change
in meaning over time.

fall outside something—be beyond the scope of one’s respon-
sibility, interests, etc.: What they are asking me to do falls
outside my technical skill set. Cf: fall within something— be
part of one’s responsibility, interests, etc.: 1 am open for almost
any type of work that falls within my expertise.

fall through the cracks e fall through the floor

fall through the cracks— (also: fall between the cracks) pass
unnoticed; be neglected and not dealt with: In the past, many
learning disabled children fell through the cracks.

fall through the floor — (also: sink through the floor) 1. be very
surprised: The Security chaps nearly fell through the floor
when I walked into Parliament so early, so goodness knows
what they were imagining. 2. suffer extreme embarrassment:
We stood there with our hands crossed over our crotches in
misery. I was about ready to fall through the floor with shame.
3. (of prices, sales, etc.) reach the lowest point: While some
vegetable prices have fallen through the floor, domestic prices
for crops are markedly higher than abroad. Cf.: hit the ceil-
ing— (of prices, sales, etc.) increase very rapidly; surpass the
expected limit (also: hit the roof): The taxi drivers were aware
that the buses were not running on this particular day, and
prices hit the ceiling.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase

Jfall through— (of plans, reforms, projects, etc.) not succeed; fail
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to be completed (also: drop through): When wedding plans fell
through, she decided that a holiday was the best way to get

over it.

familiar to someone ® familiar with someone

familiar to someone —well-known to a person: The story is
presented in a manner familiar to all radio-listeners.

familiar with someone—1. acquainted with or knowing
a person: I confess that I am not familiar with this writer.
2. on friendly terms or intimate with smb.: Do you address
him as “Tom” or as “Mr. Green”? Don’t be too familiar with
him.

family doctor ® house physician

family doctor—a general practitioner: The family doctor
is often the first person that people talk to about their con-
cerns.

house physician —a usually resident physician in a hospital,
etc.: Mrs. Parish was removed to the institution, where the

house physician took charge of the case.

family man ® man of family

family man—a man with a family; a man dedicated to his
family: We don’t see much of him now that he has become a
family man.

man of family—1. = family man: Soon he will be a husband
and then a man of family and all will be serious. 2. a man of
noble birth: The baron’s cadet cannot avail himself of the pub-
lic schools because such a step would disclass the man of fam-

ily.

fancy man ° fantasy man

fancy man—(sl.) a woman’s lover: You won’t get one hus-
band in ten feels any thanks to the wife’s fancy man for the
happiness he brings to the marriage.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase fancy Dan—(U.S. sl.) a showy but ineffective worker or
sportsman: The amateur and professional ranks today are clut-
tered with “fancy Dans.”

Jfantasy man—a perfect man a woman would like to be with:
She takes a cruise hoping to meet her fantasy man. She meets
a man all right...

far and away ° far and wide

far and away—clearly; without a doubt: He is far and away
the best-prepared candidate for the Presidency.

far and wide—over a large area: You will search far and
wide before meeting another friend like him.

fare well © farewell

fare well—do well; excel: American companies generally
fare well in this sector and dominate the market.

farewell—1. marking smb.’s departure or death: My spirits
were lifted by America’s fond farewell to Ronald Reagan.
2. used as an expression of good wishes on parting: So, fare-
well and my thanks for the opportunities you have provided
us.

fast food * slow food

fast food —inexpensive food prepared and served quickly at
a fast-food restaurant: Fast food is a multi-billion dollar indus-
try which is continuing to grow at a rapid pace as fewer people
cook at home.

slow food—a movement that emphasizes organic growing
methods and culinary culture: Instead of drive-up burgers,
slow food followers carve out a little time to appreciate locally
grown food.

feed off something

fast lane ° fast track

fast lane—1. the traffic lane for vehicles that are moving rap-
idly: Taxi drivers claim that when traffic breaks down, the fast
lane breaks down first so they move immediately to the right
lane. 2. a hectic and pressured lifestyle often characterized by
recklessness or dissipation: He lived in the fast-lane of his
times — hard drinking, gambling, and all the other stuff.

fast track—the quickest route or means to achievement of
a goal: Haiti’s past has taught him that elections do not nec-
essarily put a country on a fast track to democracy.

fast one ® quick one

fast one—(sl.) a clever and unexpected trick giving the per-
son unfair advantage (usually in the phrase ‘pull a fast one”):
The thought that a girl capable of thinking up a fast one like
that should be throwing herself away on Eggleston was
infinitely saddening.

quick one—(sl.) 1. a quick drink of liquor or a beer con-
sumed rapidly: We've time for a quick one and then we'll go
and do our bit of business. 2. a brief and brisk sex act: I'm
not saying that an unexpected quick one can’t be fantastic. ...
If youre working a lot you'll probably need to schedule in
time for sex.

fatal accident © fateful accident

fatal accident—an unfortunate event that results in death:
Violations of mandatory mine safety laws led to the fatal acci-
dent taking the lives of five miners.

fateful accident—an event that may have catastrophic con-
sequences, yet not necessarily result in death: Not long after
the fateful accident that left him dishonorably discharged, he
lost his wife.

father of the chapel ¢ father-in-church

Jather of the chapel — (UK publishing and printing industries)
a shop steward representing union members in negotiations,
etc.: My grandfather was father of the chapel at one of the big
newspapers.

father-in-church—the relative or friend who “gives away” a
bride: “I shall want you to stand father-in-church to this
young lady,” said Geoffrey to the clerk.

Father of the House, the ® house father

Father of the House, the—(UK) the oldest member of Par-
liament (with reference to duration of membership): The most
important duty of the Father of the House is to preside over
the election of a new speaker.

house father— a man looking after a group of children in an
institution: There were in these places no “house-fathers” for
the girls, though there were “house-mothers” for both girls
and boys.

feather bed e feather-bedding

feather bed—said of a markedly easy and comfortable state
or position: Feather beds for farmers have been a feature of
post-war Europe.

feather-bedding—the employment of excess staff, usually
under a union rule: Feather bedding has come about as a con-
sequence of workers being laid off because of technological
change.

feed off something © feed on something

feed off something—1. use smth. as food: Blacktip sharks are
reef sharks; they feed off fish living in the coral, and are not
interested in big mammals. 2. use smth. to advantage (usually
with negative implication): They feed off our desire to smoke
and the miseries of our lives that caused most of us to start
smoking.



feed one’s pussy

feed on something—eat certain food as one’s regular diet:
These sharks are bottom dwellers, in nature they feed on fish
and shellfish that they suck out of the sand.

feed one’s pussy © feed the kitty

Jfeed one’s pussy— (coarse sl., of a woman) have sex or practice
cunnilingus: I watch the screen as a hot blonde feeds her pussy
to some lucky guy.

feed the kitty—(U.S. sl.) contribute money: Come on, Bill.
Feed the kitty. You can afford a dollar for a good cause.

feed someone on something ® feed someone with
something

feed someone on something—habitually give a person smth.
as food: They feed me on roast-beef and Yorkshire pud-
ding.

ffed someone with something—1. give a person smth. to eat
at a particular time: She was feeding the baby with porridge
when we entered. 2. = feed someone on something: The boy
would not eat any cooked meat. The Indians had to feed him
with raw meat just like the coyotes had fed him. 3. (Theater)
supply an actor with cues: Stanley Kubrick himself would
sometimes feed the actors with their prompts.

feed the fish ¢ feed the fishes

feed the fish—(U.S. sl.) be sea-sick; vomit: I opened the
hatch, stepped out and then I knew I was going to feed the
fish.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase feed the goldfish— (euph.) leave the company to go to the
toiler: The variations on these expressions are endless and
include: go and feed a dog, go and feed the goldfish...

feed the fishes—1. (UK) be drowned (also: be food for fishes):
They found the boat but they didn’t find him. So he must be
feeding the fishes. 2. = feed the fish: The sea never affects me,
but my unfortunate brother spent most of his time feeding
the fishes.

feel a draft ° feel the draft

feel a drafi—(U.S. sl.) have the sensation that one is not
welcome in a place: Have you ever felt a draft? Have you ever
been in a situation where you felt uncomfortable because you
are white?

feel the drafi— (UK coll.) 1. suffer from worsened circum-
stances: When the wind changed it might be the Conservative
Party which would be feeling the draft. 2. experience financial
difficulties: With only so much national advertising to go
round, the oldest commercial stations are feeling the draft as

well.

feel faint at something ® feel faint from something
feel faint at something—feel giddy or likely to lose conscious-
ness at the thought or sight of smth.: Neptune felt faint at the
sight of the slash wound.
feel faint from something—feel giddy or likely to lose con-
sciousness because of fatigue, hunger, the heat, etc.: Feeling
faint from the pain in her foot, Angie exited the alley.

feel good e feel well

feel good—1. be in good physical shape: The Captain himself
said, “I feel good,” but he did not look well. 2. be in good
spirits: Participants felt good about the ability to talk to chil-
dren away at college via instant messaging. 3. (U.S. sl.) be
slightly and pleasantly drunk: After a few beers Charley was
feeling good that night.

feel well—be in good health: I never cross her, or talk to
her much when she is not feeling well.
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feel hot * not feel so hot

feel hot—have the sensation of heat: My serge skirt feels
heavy, my feet feel hot and sticky.

not feel so hot—(coll.) not feel very well (also: nor feel too
hot): 'm not feeling so hot this morning. I stayed up too late
last night.

feel like a new man ° feel one’s old self again

feel like a new man—begin to feel much better physically
or mentally: Luis felt like a new man when he finished reading
her message.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase become another man— used of smb. whose character has
noticeably changed: In a year’s time, he became another man,
a good one, and the peasants were proud of their landlord.

feel one’s old self again —return to one’s normal condition of
mind and body: After an overnight stay in the hospital, he

looked and felt his old self again.

feel like doing something © feel up to doing
something

feel like doing something—be in the mood to do smth.: If
you have any questions on this or if you feel like discussing it
please feel free to comment.

feel up to doing something—feel healthy enough or rested
enough to do smth.: I met with a woman from a support

group — I didn’t feel up to meeting a whole group of people.

feel something on the pulse © feel the pulse of
something

feel something on the pulse—come to feel smth. deeply
through one’s own experience: The appointment of Sir Robert
as Deputy Speaker has made me feel “on the pulse” a frustrat-
ing anomaly of our parliamentary system.

feel the pulse of something — (also: keep one’s finger on the pulse
of something) be aware of the current developments or trends
in smth.: The investigation of the seismic waves affords the
best means of feeling the pulse of the interior of the earth.

feel strong ® feel strongly

feel strong—1. be in good health: I had just celebrated my
birthday and was feeling strong after a short vacation. 2. be
in a strong position: Saddam makes war in only two sets of
cases: when he feels weak and when he feels strong!

feel strongly—be convinced; firmly believe: We all felt
strongly that a pilot ought to have a clear, visual reference to
his surroundings. Cf.: feel strongly about something: adopt a
stern attitude about smth. which cannot be easily ignored:
Holding up a sign in public in protest over something you
feel strongly about takes a lot of courage.

feel the pulse of something ® have a feel on the
pulse of something

feel the pulse of something— (also: keep one’s finger on the pulse
of something) keep track of the current developments and
trends in smth.: What consummate skill must be his who thus
feels the pulse of fashion, recognizing in its beat the indications
of this or that tendency...

have a feel on the pulse of something—have sensitivity for
and understanding of smth.: In day to day dealing with cross-
sections of society, they tend to have a feel on the pulse of
society: its ills, travails and aspirations.

feel uneasy about something © feel uneasy at
something

feel uneasy about something—feel unsettled because one is
not sure that smth. is correct or wise: Many managers feel
uneasy about promoting women to higher jobs.
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feel uneasy atr something—feel troubled or anxious at the
thought or sight of smth.: I felt uneasy at the thought of their
going home alone at that late hour.

Festival of Lanterns, the ® Festival of Lights, the

Festival of Lanterns, the—1. the concluding part of the new-
year celebration according to the old Chinese calendar: The
Festival of Lanterns takes place at the end of the Chinese New
Year Celebration, on the fifteenth day of the first moon. 2. a
great popular festival of Japan when the spirits of ancestors
are supposed to revisit the household altars: For three days in
mid July, Japanese Buddhists celebrate Obon, or the Festival
of Lanterns.

Festival of Lights, the—1. Hanukkah (the Jewish festival of
lights commemorating the victory of the Maccabees over Anti-
ochus of Syria): Hanukkah, the Jewish festival of lights,
involves the lighting of candles for eight days. 2. Diwali (one
of the major religious festivals in India, dedicated to the God-
dess Kali): In India at Diwali, the festival of lights, houses are
lit with candles and the Earth becomes like the heavens.

fiery words ® hot words

fiery words—said of an ardent, passionate address, speech,
etc.: Bert really inspired the crowd into action with his fiery
words at the rally.

hot words—words spoken in anger; a heated argument: He
accused Valenti of drinking on the job, and after some hot
words he sent Valenti home.

fifth wheel © third wheel

[fifth wheel—said of a person or thing that is superfluous or
needless: Look guys, I don’t know what’s going on, but I feel
like a fifth wheel here. I should go.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase fifth quarter—1. the summer quarter of studies: In the
fifth quarter the student is encouraged to take no more than
one course besides the four hours of thesis. 2. (dated butcher’s
term) the hide and fat of a slaughtered animal: He claimed, and
obtained the fifth quarter of the beef, as it is called (the hide
and tallow) for his forbearance.

third wheel—a third person to accompany a couple (with
the implication that one is intruding on a couple): 1 find it tiring
to be the third wheel, having to constantly walk behind a cou-
ple holding hand.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase thivd rail—(U.S. coll.) a subject considered by politicians
to be too controversial or dangerous to discuss: The conventional
wisdom has long been that Social Security is the third rail of
American politics.

fight for something © fight over something

Jight for something—1. struggle to defend smth.: My Dad
says we'll all have to fight for our country when Der Tag comes.
That's German for the Day. 2. try in a determined way to get
or achieve smth.: Having fought for the prize so long, Gordon
is destined to find in it only disappointment.

Joght over something—1. struggle for the ownership of smth.:
They were too apt to go to law and fight over their lands and
fishing rights. 2. argue or struggle over an issue: The First
World War was fought over a small thing. A mere scrap of

paper.

figure in something ° figure on something

figure in something—have a part in smth.; play a role in
smth.: The ass has, since the time of the Greeks, figured in
fables as the type of ignorance and stupidity.

figure on something— (coll.) depend on smth.; plan on smth.:
Don’t figure on going abroad this summer, we may not be
able to afford it.

finish off with something

figure someone in * figure someone out

figure someone in— (coll.) add or include a person into one’s
plans, etc. (also: count someone in): Please figure Ann in when
you plan the party.

figure someone out— (also: make someone out) understand a
person’s character: We are stuck with the guy for four years,
so we'll have plenty of time to figure him out.

figurehead © head figure

figurehead—1. a carving, usually a bust or a full-length
figure, decorating the prow of a ship: The adornment of ships
with figureheads could be traced back to Phoenician times. 2.
a person who holds an important office yet has little actual
power: The constitution allots so much power to the board
of governors that the president is often regarded as merely a
figurehead.

head figure—a leading person who guides and directs: It was
not long before Coke, who was now the head figure in Par-
liament, vigorously began an inquiry.

fill in for someone ° fill someone in

fill in for someone —carry out the duties of a fellow employee,
absent through sickness, etc.: My partner is on holiday so 'm
filling in for him.

fill someone in—give a person full details about smth.: Can
you fill me in on what has been happening since I left here?

find one’s voice ® lose one’s voice

find one’s voice—1. (also: find one’s tongue) be able to speak
again after a shock, horror, etc. which has left one speechless:
From his seat in the corner, Dave finally found his voice.
“What happened? And when?” 2. (of a writer, painter, ezc.)
become truly creative and develop a style of one’s own: Andy
had found his voice as a composer, of course, but also as a
teacher and as an administrator.

lose one’s voice—be hardly able to speak, especially due to
having a sore throat: After a mild cold earlier this week I was
feeling better but overnight I lost my voice —1I could barely
talk at all today.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase lose one’s tongue— be left speechless with shock, horror,
erc.: Now he seems to have lost his tongue, he can’t seem to
get out the words his supporters are urging him to say.

find oneself * lose oneself

find oneself—1. become conscious of being in a certain place
or state: When he regained consciousness, he found himself
in the hospital. 2. discover one’s vocation; realize one’s capa-
bilities: After the war he couldn’t find himself. He was too big
of a man to start over.

lose oneself—1. lose one’s way: It’s easy to lose yourself in
this big building. 2. fall asleep: I lost myself for a few minutes
during the long sermon. 3. get confused: He lost himself, so
many eyes were turned towards him. 4. give all one’s attention
to smth.: I like to sit by the fire and lose myself in a good
book. 5. get out of sight; disappear: The escaping prisoner
was able to lose himself in the crowd.

fine as a fiddle * fine as fivepence

fine as a fiddle— (also: fit as a fiddle) in excellent form or
health: There you are, Stanley. Looking as fine as a fiddle.

fone as fivepence — (also: fine as five pence) 1. (of clothes) smart
or becoming: Theodore’s own clothing looked as fine as five
pence. 2. (of peaple) smartly dressed: Kitty ... could not com-
pete with Anne, who was fine as fivepence in a violet pelisse
and bonnet.

finish off with something ¢ finish with something
[onish off with something—1. end up one’s meal with smth.:



finish school

Let’s finish off with some of that excellent cheese. 2. conclude
by (doing) smth.: The long meeting finished off with a prayer.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase finish off something—1. (of food) finish completely: The
children have finished off all the fruit. 2. bring smth. to an
end: 1 finally said we must finish off the war in Italy quickly.
3. totally destroy smth.: A long drive like that could finish the
car off.

finish with something—1. = finish off with something 1. We
have some nice cake to finish with. 2. = finish off with something
2:1should like to finish with reminding members of the pur-
pose of this club. 3. (of a period of time) come to an end (on
a certain date): Please send your accounts for the period finish-
ing with 31 March. 4. have no further use for smth.: Have
you finished with the newspaper?

finish school ¢ leave school

finish school—1. complete one’s school education: When he
finished school he went to college in the United States. 2.
finish classes for the day: When he finished school at noon,
the taxi would first drop off the other kids and then Ahmad.

leave school—1. = finish school I: About a year after she left
school, Doreen headed to Manitoba with her boyfriend. 2.
leave the school building after dismissal: The kids went to
school with their ski equipment and left school at noon for
an afternoon of skiing. 3. drop out of school: He left school
at about 14 to work in a grocery store but continued his edu-
cation through night classes.

fire department ¢ fire office

fire department—(U.S.) a fire brigade: You may establish a
direct connection with the fire department, or the police and
call them immediately.

fore office—a fire-insurance company: An even more elusive
foe of the fire office than petrol is “the cold-blooded fire-bug”

who trades in arson.

fire fight * firefighting

fire fight—1. an exchange of fire between opposing units (as
distinct from close combat): Three soldiers have been killed
in a fire fight with separatist guerrillas. 2. the effort to extin-
guish or to check the spread of a fire: Several firefighters were
transported to the local hospital during the fire fight.

forefighting— = fire fight 2: We want to be your number one
stop for information on volunteer firefighting, training and
legislation.

fire-irons ° firing-iron

fire-irons—utensils for a fireplace (as tongs, poker, and
shovel): The floor was spotless; the grate and fire-irons were
burnished bright, and the fire burnt clear.

Note: The compound does not correlate in meaning with the
expression irons in the fire— (usually in the phrase “have many
irons in the fire”) used of things requiring the attention at once:
A few months ago I just had too many irons in the fire, and
I hate that feeling. It was time to refocus some priorities...

firing-iron —an iron used in cauterizing a horse: When the
farrier has made his firing-iron red hot in his forge, he applies
the thinnest part to the horses skin.

fire line ® line of fire

fore line—1. a strip of cleared or ploughed land intended to
check a forest fire: It became clear that the truck would survive
once it outsped the fire line. 2. a police barrier around a build-
ing on fire: It is the responsibility of the police department to
keep unauthorized persons outside this fire line.

line of fire—(also: firing line) 1. the path of a missile dis-
charged from a firearm: Large dugouts were built ... so that
they were not directly in line of fire from enemy guns. 2. a
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position where one is likely to come under attack, receive pun-
ishment, etc.: Modern art is the cause of much argument, so
the writer has placed himself in the line of fire between the
two sides.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase line of battle— (Military) a line formed by troops or ships
for delivering or receiving an attack: The enemy were discov-
ered drawn up in line of battle on the heights near Sharps-
burg.

fire ship e fireboat

fire ship—(hist.) a ship carrying explosives sent among the
enemy’s ships to set them on fire: In order to protect them
against fire ships, stockades, raised on piles, were placed higher
up the river.

fireboat—1. a boat equipped with pumps for extinguishing
fires on boats and piers: Her tenure as a fireboat served the
maritime community proudly by responding to major fires in
the harbor. 2. = fire ship: Navy flotillas conducted fireboat
raids against invading enemy forces on the Potomac, and par-
ticipated in the successful defense of Baltimore.

fire someone ® fire someone up

fire someone — (often Passive) dismiss a person from a job: A
police officer claims that he was fired because a Web site he
operates criticizes the Police Department.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase burn someone— (L., usually Passive) 1. reprimand a per-
son severely: Having been burned for speaking my mind often
enough, I leave you to your thoughts. 2. cheat or swindle smb.
of his money: Just be careful, I was burned for one hundred
dollars. I hope to see nobody else in this situation.

fire someone up —make a person highly excited or enthusi-
astic: Their passionate drive to bring about better lives for
others have fired them up to achieve great things.

first Americans ® first-generation Americans

first Americans — (also: Native Americans) North American
Indians: Who knows whether the first Americans who came
across the Bering Strait in pre-history were indeed the first.
Cf.: First Nations— used with reference to Canadian Native
Americans: All members of First